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ADDRESS TO FRESHMEN - Sept ember 8, 1944. 

I ntroduction 

In one of the i sl ands of the South Pacific wa s a chaplain who was 
interested in f inding put what the men thought they were ighting,--t>f. In a 
lull between-'t"tttf _c.es' tfie chapl ain went up to a group of men in one of the 
fox holes and asked, 11What do y ou want most? 11 11Man - a pi ece of blueberry 
pie" ! At f i rst the chaplain thought the answer was ut t erly irrel evant . But 
the more he thought about i t the more he was convinced the marine had said 
somet~nng . •1" 11 A' piece of blueberry pie . " It was a symbol . (4rrJJ .~'.f ) 

He wanted peace . 
< He wanted home:. 
He wanted fr eedom to do a l ot of things1 .., . 'j ' 

CRide i n auto . 
Li e on campu~ l avms liT 

~ in ~unshine ozf 'beach• · 
He wanted' home-prot ect ed and secure . 1 -{ 
tfe wanted mother - who could cook bl ueberry 12_ie . _1 t.i .f.t lvcx..* (d.. "h1C.V w«. 
He wanted t e things all good Americans want .,~ 'IL-14-""w % V:.1. ... 
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d )' Nt,l·'- d .I , I' ::i. ~'·t? ( 'r r ,,...,,1" ""t 
'~Nhat o y ou an wa t. ruos . ' •· ' "' ,, , . 
The marine gave the answer . 

How badly do we want .the thi ng s we want most? 
we think now 
we do now 
we plan to do tomorrow and the coming tomorrows . 

II. You as ci tizens determine what shall be t he shape of thi gs to come . 

1. But what i s the shape of things to come? Our basic American belief, 

the thing for which we. ar e f ighting, i s that the shape of thirg s to come 
. -~----

must be determined by the people . - Every man must have a voice , and 

t hat voice must be the expr ession of opinion derived f rom a deliberate 

intelligent study of the pertinent facts . 

This war i s a dramatic moment in civili zation when one system of 

ideas i s in a life and deat h gri ps with another. Everything that i s 

happening n ow is influencing in some way our thinking, our values , and 

the st~ures and s ervices of all our i nstitutions . Our homes, our 

ways of making a l iving, our community organizations, our political 

life are al l tremendou~ly aff ected . 

What changes shall we permit to become permanent? What services 

and ideas s hall we spons or: as necessary war emergency activities , but 
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plan vigorously to discontinue after the war i s over? I n what 

directions should we travel? All these questions must be decided b,y 

the !JSO le. We must not depend upon centralized authorit y al on.e . The 

American tradition is to use government to carry out the will o the peopl e . 

Consequently, if thi s tradition is to be perpetuated, and that i s real ly 

what e ar e f ighting for , now as never before people must have f acts 

and more facts . They must have opportunities to become familiar with 

the opini ons and thir~ing of other peopl e. 

2. Coll ege i s suppor ted by the peopl e to hel p young citizens get the 

( knowledge, the ski lls , the powers , and the willingness to serve which 

ar e necessary to give sha e to the thi.l'lgs that are to come - to get a 

big piece of blueberry for ourselves and for others who follow us i the 

future . 

I II. You have a patriotic duty to train your intelle'ct , to clar i fy your phi losophy 

or system of values , to equip yourselves to make this wor d a bett er pl ace for 

yourselves and others wverywhere. 

1 . A college i s essentially a serious place . 

You need to devel op long-range goals . 

You need to analyze your present beliefs, attitudes, and habits - take 

a personal i nventory . 

2. Are you as wil ling to use your t • e and ener gy to achieve the objecti ves 

of col lege education , as are our fighting men in achieving military 

objectives? Today , the student who is an unpatriotic selfish parasit e . 

3. How about y our atti tude toward st dy? 

a . A book seems dry - so does an assi ·nment, unless watere b,y a purpose . 

Your j ob is to i denti fy yourself with the purposes or •mich assign

ments in books are made - And no alibi s ! 

b . The thing t hat is important is what is happening to you when the 

book is open . 

I • You have actually entered a new phase of your lif e today . 
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1 . Adult in college - society of adu ts - students and aculty . 

2. We depend upon students to control and keep traditions . 

a . Lawns 

b. Beaches 

c. Parking lot 

3. Freedom - so y ou can learn to use it - to grow up - be ·under own steam; 

cooperation; group regulation; group thinking; student -faculty 

organizati on to make things go. 

v. Characterize college as friendly place. 

1 . 3.fmbolizes democracy - respect and recogni tion . Smil s must go two ways . 

Yours to dev lop and continue traditi on . 

VI. May I indulge in just a few admini tions? 

1 . Get start ed right now - with fir st assignments . 

2. Org~nize and bu get your time . 

3. Get a proper balance of work and r ecreat:j_on, tipped more toward the 

work side . 

4. When any question bothers you seek help . 

Find some definite organized way to make a direct personal contribution 

to the war effort now. 

6. Keep ever alive in your minds and imaginations the i mage of he person 

you want to become. 

7. If•your inducti on is anticipated, work hard until the last minute - r efunds . 

B. Life is serious - but let's smile . 

R.emember - You a.re here to 

( a) 

(b) 

II 
Enrich the world, and you impoverish yourself if you forget the errand. 

Jrv-...,..~ ... 11 .. l J 

You are here to get the~uipment to enable you intelligently to give 

the shape of things to come. 

(c) You are here to l earn how to get for yourself and others a "piece of 

bl ueberry pie ! 


