WOMAN'S PLACE IN WAR TIME

In these urgent days when our country is siruggling with complex
probiams, you woTien gtudents recognize that you are & vital part of America,
a part of her humen resources. You éra eager that your contribution to
your country's cause shall be made promnptly and affectivel&. Thié morning
I am going to tnlk Yo you about the college womsn's placé in this war, I do
not iatend to imply that I hava‘tha answerse to 2ll the problems that are con-
frcnting’ﬁs now. No ons of ﬁﬁ kas all the answers. But I do have & sug-
gestion for the young psople in our colleges end universities. Uy thought
is that whatever plece college people take in our country's war effort we

mist be not cnly generous but alsgo wise and thoughtful, Ve must be sure that

each cne of us exercises the best powers withia hinm bto come to bthe right con-

c¢lusiona and to utilize thes=e conclusions to answer the questicans of his mind
end his heart, |
| These carly weeks of wer work are the time when feelings are at

their highes’ plteh., For weelks and months emotions #111 contianue to wield
vast influonee. Therelore yﬁu, az college students, have the solemn duty of
ueing your inftellects So that everything you say and everything you do sbhall
rest on daeisibns mede in the light of tested thought.

To me the greatest source of pride in our national history is that
&8 we have developed strength we have also developed ldeals. In the growth
of a great pation, es in the grofth of & fine individuel, the two aspects of
7

life - the soul and the body, the spiritual and the meberial - must unfold

syametrically. Becaufte we Americens have always endeavored to bring our

.




spiritual ideals into proper relailonshilp with material forces, the materi-
alistic‘&nd mechanistie forcez have rot dominated., One of %the things at the
bags of today's furor is that cerialn naticngl cultures have adopted as their
dynanie principie of life and 1iviné the idea that "might makes right,™ that
materialism 18 the beét basie for thinking. There the human being is reduced
40 a subordinate plaée. Our ﬁmbrican ¢oncent puts the human being in the
genter; here huwen peveonality is the important value., "The soul and the
vody in belence® is our idea. "lan does not live by bread alone.™ The
eterﬁal quest for each individual is %o belance selfish impulses, to becoms
master of himseil, and to gi?a conmaderaﬁion %o others.

: The struggie in pfogresa in tho world today is essentially a clash
of ideologiez., One grcﬁp of nations which laek‘rcspect for humen péraonaiity

is at war with the other group, the dcmocracles. In order to conguer those

,natioﬁs which threaten to destroy our clvilization we are compelled, for the

time being, Vo use thelr devices. We are forced %o emphasize the physiecal,
%o build & terrific body, a mechanisbic body, & blidz body. Circumstences
comnmand us Yo tronsfornm all cur resources into & very scourge, so far as we
can, in order to out-mansuver those cther culturss which are dedicated priﬁan
rily Yo dominaticon by materialistic force, Jspan, Germany and Italy respebt
that mach&;iﬁﬁic force. The soul of America alone will not destroy their
énginca of war. We must develop 2 body equal te thelr body - aﬁd they are
almost all bedy et the present time,

Todeay we are fseing 8 great paradox. Ybﬁ must help Americes solve
it. The prcblem is this: can we furn loose the forces of hate (and we must
hate the thing we fight) and still keep ldess end ideals thgt we lovq? Can

we hate and £till value the only copcept that makes for‘pérmanent peace?
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Is this paredoxical behovior possible in human effairs? The answer ise yet
3 o W~ &-L

to be determined., We can eartd¥d] materialistic force. We are doing that

more and more offectively all the time, DBut ﬁe must,pfove thet by such i : i

domipnation of body over body we can save the soul of Americe, the thiang

that is vital in American life. There is the paradox - to become efficient,

mechenlastic and strong and retain idealistic values at the same tinme,

|
This war is different from any war since Biblicel days. In it we

’

are‘seeing a return to barbarian times. Taec point is this: all members of a /

fighting netion ﬁéve again becomno miliﬁary objectives, One of the highestd | 75
points in the history of war wes reached when David met Goliath. 'Eacﬁ of the
warring countzicz sent one of its men out in Lfrent bo eﬁ@aga in individual
combet and agreed that thé success of the fight between those two would de-
termine. the outcone of the war., David killed Goliath, and David's péople

won the war. The né&t iong step in military history ceme whed fighters dpnned
‘uniforms. * This change brought about a new military codez*the goldiers iﬁ
uﬁiform were the legivimate ohjects of attack, Now that ﬁznd of waf is gone,
Everyone 18 now a legitimete 6bjeét of attack, Any men, women, or child, in
uniform br not in uniform, may b@ccme;a target of the Axis powers, as the
Tecords show,

Every one of us, therefore, must prepare for war, Xach one of us
mst become pert of a fighting unit. The gquestion is: where does eéqh
individual bolong? |

Thers is one major occupation for every person. That 1s to help
develop morale. It 1s morale behind power that wins wars. CGermany lost
World War I because her psople at home lost heart and refused to support the

'men at the front.  The Gprmans bave been winanlng World War II by destroying



morale in the counirise of their enenies., Therefore, firsh of all, let us
bs too 1ntelligeni to help our eremies by doing anybthing that might disrupt
morale, Your challenge is to do those things which will increase ouyr
strength to resist and our will o Pight.
. What we ere fighting for is the preservation qf‘a Qay of life, a
‘ new way of lif'e vhich has reached itﬂ_highest expreasion in our nationy which.
was fostered hore, and which we want to perpetuats. . We have placed the humen
being in the cénter of things, repgarded him as our most importent asset, and
now in this great international conflict we must act as if the asset that is
most importent is mechanistle force - production for destruction, This pro-
cedure is dangerous, We must never let these meterlalistic things become
all-importani. We must keep on thinking of the soul of Awerica, finding
) ngans for unan betterment, finding capacity to ﬁerk one with another, thiﬁk-
. ing toge%baf, subordineting selfish interests for the good of the grmup; and
at the same %ime.making it pessible for each individual to develop himself
to the fullest in %terms of his own pobentialities. It is these things thab
will preserve America's soul. For in this thréat by a foreign philoszophy we
mist do all we can to safeguard what we prize and make sure that our highest
ideals shall not perish. We must evect ramparts for $his purpose. We must
econtinue to guard these defenses energetically after the great victory comes.
Yrat, specifically, is woman's place in a world at war? Woman is
the conserver, the socializer, In eariiest $imes when &ll people were
migratory therse were no homes agﬁ hepce no civilization as we think of it.
Life was a matter of hunting ard fishing and Linding crude shelter from the
elenents. The women of those roviég tribes grew tired of this way of life.

There was too much traveling, oo litile security, and there were no ways
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of hreserving the ‘exporiencea of 1ife which thoy velued., Graduslly the woméﬁi
began to improve the rougﬁ shal‘fzers; they mede gardens and plaqf:ed geeds, ami B
thef said, "We shall call th:;.s ‘plage home. The men cen go out from here to
2 hunt and fiéh." ?!oxﬁen entablished homes becems'e‘it is in the home that : |
‘j} el hum valves and mmen experiences can be preserved end trensmitted from one
generation o 'anether.‘ Through the agee women, in her capacity as homemaléer,
has be.en. the ¢ne upon whom man hes d.opemcl;:d_ %o preserveﬁ» the si@iﬁeant OG-
i ' cétmes of Aaxpari_ence.- ’ _‘. |
| ' Ag conservers, your job, in&ivid‘uany end specifically, bscomes

) ',« that of studying more systematically then you heve ever studieﬁ before, ond
:‘:v-'}‘ i é.tudying with grester energy then ever before. You sre Symbols of .émermanv :

b v ideals, You Will become the symbols of peace. You musiy reprosent whal

Azﬁerica me=ns. I do not kunow what reasone motivated you Ivmen you éame to"

oblle@a. Provably there were many. ©Some enroll in e¢ollege in order %o associ-

ate with nice folks, or bactmse!_ college frgining will 1zad %o a job, or beéaﬁsq
going %o college .1;5 the thim; to do. Or yeu mﬁy‘hava had more specific Bk
ambitions.l ’in any case, it ia true that as ymi ap;\:m_achéd your classroon wowr :
4n the past 1% was not with 100% céncmtration: and energy. Your jo‘é now is
to concentrate 100%, In terms of rendering war-fine aez*v:lée, your job is to
geck every opportunity to find moré défini-ﬂ:e, ﬂatisfactory understandings
about what 1ife is, what Mericaﬁ life ja. You must answer the duestions: ik
"What am I"hem fer?“.‘ﬁipw can I becom:a tha kind of person I\ should become,
with the idea of rendering the best service any womsn can?"
As never befbre, your primery purpose is o develop a philoé@pm'
of 1life that is aot canf&séd, aven thoué;h the way %o achieve it may lead

4

{ through j‘iays’ of ecmfusmn, Don't just 'atudyx in an ideelistic way. Live in



the way we seot up ideallistleslly as the way to 3.1?‘9. Ge’c experience in .demoe
eratic liviag. It is urgemt that you "X:am advantage of this opportunity
becauge there wre ’chovm&mﬁzs in our country who capnot now live dmnocraticall&.
These are the men in our fightiag forces, mere ig a corporal over the
private, a sergeant over the corporal, a lisutenent ovaer the sergeant, and a
captain over the lisutenant. Iverybody tekes orders. That aystem mékeé for
military efficiency, ami *ight now we need symed i‘orﬂ@s: sacond ﬁo none, Bub
that is not cultivating irn men'’s minds and heavts democratic .E‘Labi'ts. Do
ssmrythmg you gan in this fres aitmoaphere of your college campus to0 fulfill
the demoeratic responsibility that is yours so that by your living and your
study you personally may become’ a realistic pattern %o influence not oaly our
people now, but our ue&ple after this war iz = mce.samlly concluded.

In that woy you symbolize what 1t is we are fi@;b.‘%iﬁﬂ for, and in
that way you hulld moralxa. In tkat way, ale o, yau equip yourselves and your
nation for voai-war service. The greatest battle is the one we shall ﬁght
whan the war is over. VWhat will be the thing fha.t will held uas together?
Wh&t will be %he o.:vnam._ic,..unless it be those people, who have the intelligence
and have sot themselves the task of saguipping thf‘mselvea definitely foxr thad
servies,

I wors the uniform in World War I. After I and the thousands like
me came home snd put away our uniforms, we begen to witness o strange state
of affairs in our cmm\try. Spseches were madﬂo. Presses poured out literature.
And what did they try to tell me? It was something like this: "You poor
puppet! They made a 'fool of you., The commercial interests, bilg business;
just got you o pull their investments ocut of the fire." Ve heard thaﬁ kind

of thing in spseches, we read 1t in books, we listenod to it over the radio,
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That period 9f disilliusionment irked me beyond Measure. Y was a
fool becauss I wore the uniform! I wes not! I helped o koep the world
safe for demceracy, The Germags in the last war were saying, "Der Kailser
und Gott." They considerad thelr head man equal to God, "Might is right”

was the slogan they had then. They tried to dominate the world with that
‘ philoscphy. If that horror had engulfed the world thenm, you snd I would not
be here today trying to preserve our way of living. Ve fought for democracy

then. We havs %o fight for it again now, and we may have to fight for it

@

19411 egain, I sppeal to yoﬁr intelligesnce so that Voth now snd When'the
war 1s ﬂver; whenover you are bold that ﬁe were deluded end misled, you will
not give thad kind of ¥alk e hearing. |

By that time, at the end of the war, you will have tra;sferred your

1ife to homes and conmunitles. The natica will look to you to guard those
values for whiah we have been fiéhting.' You will have/;o be the leaders.,
The need to think clearly, to strengthesn our Americanjinsfitutions, and to
vmaﬁ'our positious of leadershlp will be greater then ever before.

You ars goinzg to be the mothers of tgmnrrow: No pecple transmit as
gffectively o1 as fullf the nation's culture from one geﬁer&tiou to another
aé'the mothers of tﬁat nation, Professor T. V. Snith has presented this idea
Vny beautifully in these words: "For generation after generation women as

lmothers have csnvertéd potanvialities infto individuals by treating them not

as tha‘nobodieﬁ théy were $0 bezin with but as the somebodies they were to be.
Thig ie womsn's gift..." Yourg w111 5e'the tagk of raising children who will
undorstand sndilove and work for the Bhings we value and wﬁo will havs strong

»

gouls and stfong boddies, -~ & tough generation to meet tough problems,



Shall wonen lmva culliege now B0 go %o work? That is a vital
question. Let me help you to find sm answer. ¥You will want o know how many
women are svallable fo meeb the needs in industry and therefore how urgent
it nay be for you to go o work.

How many unmarried, unemployed wemen between the ages of 18 and 24

)
i

do you think there are in the United S‘ba'%;ss? Two millilon! 1

Tow nmany women of all sges do you think the:r are in all of the ] i

cclleges, universities, junior co‘ilegeg teachars colleges, normal schools
smd every other type of ﬂﬁghm’ 4 sbitu‘aien u‘m*aa the mw schocl? 580,000% ‘
Hew ?lmmr women do you think there are in institutions such as ours B

that grant degrees? 40C,000}% |
! ' } !

£hall you go to work? My poiat of viem is that 4f it 18 nscessary Sl 1

|

to inecrease the numbey of women in industyy apd business, we hed batﬁar put

to work thoss two milllion who ave not merried and who ere not going to college.
Let us put to work women of the other age groupg. Ilet scone of the younger
mm‘riaﬂ. women work before we pubt the relatively small numbers of college women « |

to work, Let us exhaust these reservolrs.

You college women are pavbicularly aware of this problem because il
you happan o live dn & community where the denend for industrial workers is
very great at the momenf. Put we s$ill have 1'*«:?.”}:0* ds to trensport vorkers, ‘
we $3i1l cenm bulld dormitories to lhouse them, a2nd we cun bring j:o the nation®s
assebly lines theso ummarried unemployed women before we draw on the 400,000
who sre being trained for leadership. sl e

You alone mmet sce how your sense of duby ie iuvvolved. You must
not be drawn from your job of s*&:miy into é job in industry without first analyz-
irg carefully whet your pbtenﬁie_l eontributlion is-. You must ask whét contri-
'b';s_}tion you ecen msie not only in the present energency tut in serms of whet is to -v\\-i

follow.
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I am appesling %o you to be thé carriers of your culture. There
are all t00 feow people whe ars going to be sble to develop the understanding
that is éesential to stabilize onr,thinking through this war and %o guide
the tremendous adjustments we shall have to meke after the war, This'task
‘-of preserving democraéy will utilize every bit of intelligence and energy
.hnd patricfism théﬁ you ¢an migber. View charges as they affect you in your
personnl experience, Anai&ze~ev&rything tMat comes within the orbit of your
oﬁsarvation in ternms bf iarge damocrhéic relaﬁicn&hipa. Here, ready to your
hand, is your most significant tack far the préséﬁt snd for the future.

‘ in the meantime you collegs wonmen ave nod renote from our war effort.

You can find ways and‘meaQS'nf ﬁakihg imporiant contributions. For example;
teke a First Ald course if yﬁu have not dong 80 slready. Thig is yéur?first
obligation. Why? Becauss, aa'I showed you, you eénd the members of ydur
cormunity are all potential milltery objectives. I am not sure that enemy
forces will bs =bls o come over here to moke us uge this First Ald knowledge;
it they may, anﬁ you will be mpeady for the emergency. It would be pretiy

| difficult, incidentally, %o take a course which will offer move opbortunities
! for practical daii& ugefulnessg in peace time then this one.
| .Have yoﬁr blood typed or contribute your blocd plasma to the reserve
supply. Increasingly medical men are saving lives by traneferping blood frdm
one.individual to another, Ws all k§0w wiﬁhiﬁ our eircle of scquaintances
people who owe thelir lives to the fa;t shat soneone had blood of the same '
type and was willing %o give it. In the event of terrible injurlies there is
great lozs of bloed and thgknee& for replacement ls criticel, Every healthy
individual should sﬁané ready to render thaib serviéa.

Every college woman should arrange in her pﬁagram for tine to glve

N . A j
to war work, whether it be a half-hour, twc heurs, four houras a week, You will




£ind orportunities for your contridbution on every hand, You cen use odd

\momanfss, to¢, which need not be regularly plenned. The Red Cross has urgent
nesd for aevei*al %ypes of zmervice that you can render.

T hewe given to you here my own thoughis shout woman's place in
war time, While I haire told you what I believe, you muet not think that I |
cam in any way giving you a final judgment for yﬁumelﬁem The responsi-
bilities for degigion are yours. This g 2 dmocracy, and T would betray the
dmﬁcxﬁtia primiple,of freedom 1f T were to Gall you arbi%zﬁ.ars.lﬁ what o
think apd what %o «io. Shall you go %o work? Shall you l'am'z;in' in, college?
You have the responsibility to choose. That decision is yoursd

May T give you thin principle as a guide? 'Lcok-at vour college,
venr commzﬁy, your nation, and bear this in mind: you nmust live with your-
self, 'Ygu mesh moke d@ﬂiaioms. which will h&n&gr your owp integrity and
insure your best contributioh so that in the future you can live heppily
with yourgelf, lmovsiqs that you did not fail % a critical 4ime. Through
the yeafs you muish Sa able to feel that you gave the besi qf your gifis and
your potentialities %o the cultivation an(; preﬁeMtinn of $he soul of Amerioa
in the hour of trial, |

Walter R. Hepaer V *

President, San Diego State College
San Iiege, Cslifornia
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January 15, 1942




