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DAVID E. JANSSEN 
CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 


(619) 531-5250 


FAX:. (619) 557-4060 
CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE 


1600 PACIFIC HIGHWAY, SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 92101-2472 


August 30, 1993 


TO: 


FROM: 


Supervisor Brian P. Bilbray, Chairman 
Supervisor Pam Slater, Vice Chairperson 
Supervisor Dianne Jacob 
Supervisor Leon L. Williams 
Supervisor John MacDonald 


David E. Janssen 
Chief Administrative Officer 


FOSTER CARE CONCERNS - PATTY BOLES 


Anso. kt8 


I have attached a report from the Department of Social 
Services which addresses the issues raised by Ms. Patty Boles 
in her letter to all member of the Board of Supervisors. 


Please call me if I can be of further assistance. 


Respectfully, 


Printed on recycled p11pe' 







CECIL H . STEPPE 
DIRECTOR 


LANA WILLINGHAM 
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 


DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES 


1255 IMPERIAL AVENUE, SAN DIEGO. CALIFORNIA 92101 -7439 


August 23, 1993 


TO: 


FROM: 


David E. Janssen 
Chief Administrative Officer 


Cecil H. Steppe, Director 
Department of Social Services 


ACTION REQUEST #126: FOSTER CARE QUESTION - BOLES 


. This report addresses the concerns raised by Patricia Boles, president 
of the North San Diego County Foster Parents Association. In my 
response, I have answered her questions within context of the issues. 


Foster care Rates 


The foster parent community provides an invaluable service to my 
department and the County of San Diego. They are an integral part of 
our service delivery programs, and without them we would not be able 
to protect children and preserve families. Because of their 
importance, the County has and continues to support legislation to 
professionalize the role of foster parents, increase funding for their 
training and to increase their reimbursement rates. 


With respect to issue of foster care rates, since 1980, the County of 
San Diego has paid foster parents an amount higher than the State's 
participation level. This extra payment, or excess rate, has been 
absorbed entirely by the County. When we were developing my 
Department's FY '93 - '94 budget, we identified these payments as an 
extra County cost and reluctantly advanced a proposal to eliminate 
them from the County's budget. 


Direct Costs 


Foster parents who care for children with special medical or 
behavioral needs receive a regular foster care payment which is 
supplemented by a State approved Special Care Rate. This Special Care 
Rate is intended to reimburse the foster parents -for the extra costs 
they incur for the care of these children. Tied to the Special Care 
Rate structure is another payment called direct costs. This payment 
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is for medication not covered by Medi-Cal, transportation to medical 
appointments and special diets. 


We also considered advancing a proposal to eliminate these charges 
from the County's FY '93 - '94 budget because it appeared that the 
State would no longer approve direct costs. However, I halted this 
move when the State indicated that it would continue to allow these 
payments. 


Legislative Change for Prescriptions 


On June 1, 1993, a legislative change went into effect requiring drug 
companies to provide rebates to the Medi-Cal program. Prescriptions 
for drugs made by companies who refuse to participate in this program 
cannot be filled until the doctor or pharmacist obtains approval from 
Medi-Cal. 


Prior to the effective date of this law, my staff researched this 
change and how it would affect children and foster parents. Staff 
learned from State officials and local pharmacists that there would 
be little impact on this population since most of the major drug 
manufacturers agreed to cooperate with the State. In addition, staff 
learned that the majority of drugs prescribed for routine childhood 
illnesses would not require prior approval. 


We sent this information to the foster parent community in July. We 
also used this letter to identify actions that could be taken to 
prevent delays in treatment, and to assure foster parents that the 
Department would reimburse them for any out-of-pocket medical costs, 
including prescriptions not covered because of this new law. 


Family Preservation/Family centered Practice 


The Department's Family Preservation Program provides intensive, 
comprehensive services designed to eliminate the need to remove 
children from their homes, and to expedite the return of those 
children who have been placed in foster care. Families are carefully 
screened for this program and, generally, those families with high 
risk factors are not accepted for service. 


On the issues of removal and return, my expectation and Department 
policy require that children will be maintained at horne with the 
delivery of services whenever possible. However, if a child is in 
immediate danger, the social worker will take the necessary actions 
to protect the child, including removal. Moreover, once a child has 
been removed, the child will not be returned home if the return. rneans 
that the child will once again be placed at risk of abuse or neglect. 


For your information, 
Preservation Program. 


the Cook family was not part of the Family 
In addition, I think it is important for you 
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to know that there have been no child fatalities among any of the 
families served by that program. 


Drug Exposed Infants 


My Department works with area hospitals on issues of mutual concern, 
including drug exposed infants. However, as noted by Ms. Boles, the 
Hospitals are not required to make a child abuse report on infants 
born with a positive toxicology screen unless other risk factors are 
present. In those instances where a drug exposed infant is reported, 
the situation is assessed and the proper response is initiated. 


Please note that for a period of time our response criteria matched 
the SB2669 requirements. In other words, we did not investigate drug 
exposed infants unless there were other risk factors. This practice 
was recently changed with the passage of AB60. AB60 requires all 
reports of abuse or neglect to be investigated unless the agency 
determines the child is not at risk. This means that a drug exposed 
infant case may be investigated even when the only factor to be 
considered is the child's drug exposure. 


Polinsky Children's Center 


The Department recognizes the importance of the horne environment, 
especially for the younger children, and will continue to rely on the 
foster horne community to provide this valuable resource even after the 
Polinsky Children's Center is open. Furthermore, the Department will 
not use the Polinsky Center as a long term placement facility. In 
fact, a child should stay in the center for no more than five or six 
days. 


What the Polinsky Center will provide the Department is the ability 
to perform a comprehensive, on-site evaluation of the children who 
enter the facility and their placement needs. This early assessment 
will help social workers make appropriate placement decisions, and 
these decisions will result in more stable foster horne placements. 
In turn, stable placements help reduce the trauma of foster care, as 
well as help in the reunification process. Foster parents will also 
benefit from this assessment process because they will have much more 
information about the child they will be caring for than is presently 
available. 


The Polinsky Center is a product of the public/private partnership 
formed by the County of San Diego and the Child Abuse Prevention 
Foundation. A majority of the funds used to build the center have 
been raised by the foundation through private fundraising efforts. 


CECIL H. STEPPE 
Director 


CHS/GB/RC/tk 


cc: Ivory L. Johnson 
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FP~ North San Diego County 
Foster Parents Association 


San Diego County 
Board of Supervisors 
1600 Pacific Coast Highway 
San Diego, CA 92101 


Dear Board members, 


JVN z 3 3.1 FH '93 


As presidem of the North Sa.ii Diego County rutitcc Piu·ems Associc.tion, ~writ~:: to yuu 
with some concerns I, and many in the foster parent community share. We understand the 
serious budget crises this county and the State of California face at this time, and the · 
difficult ·and thankless task you have before you, in deciding where the cuts will come. We 
know that we will be expected to accept the reduction of our foster care rates to the state 
level. This will mean a cut of $9.00, that which would provide a can of powdered 
formula or half a bag of diapers, for the infant age children. In the scheme of things, this 
wouldn't be that much to ask if we weren't already subsidizing the cost of our foster 
children. San Diego county foster parents live in an area of this state where the cost of 
living is very high, as compared to some of the smaller counties who are getting the same 
rates we are receiving. In the infant group especially, foster parent:; subsidize more tpan 
any of the other categories because of the fast growth rate these infants and toddlers 
make. They change clothes sizes five times by the time they are 9-10 months old, and the 
equipment, ie; strollers, high chairs, infant and toddler car seats, cribs, walkers etc ... , are 
not included in the board rate. These are things that must be replaced often due to 
tremendous use. Most foster parents are willing to do their part and then some, in helping 
to manage the fiscal crises we face, however, this comes at a time when other financial 
cuts which will also be devastating to our children are also on the horizon. For example, 
one of the area's Children's Services are looking towards cutting is the direct cost some 
f0ster p~e.::!ts rec::+Je f0:- e~c~c:s:!~'~ !!"<LT1Sp0rt;:.tio~ or ::1edic3.! S'-!ppl.ies their -:-.hilci:rt:".n 
require which are not covered in the board rate. Some examples of children's needs that 
have been covered by direct coSl are; special foods and formulas that WIC do not cover, 
transportation expenses to Doctor and therapy appointments, excessive mileage for 
driving children to visitation over and above that which is reimbursed in our board care 
rates, medical supplies and drugs and medications that are not covered by Med-i-cal. 
The group of families I see this most affecting are the medically fragile families. These 
families provide a great service ro this community at a fraction 9f what it would cost you 
to hospitalize or institutionalize them. We need to hang on to these resources and not 
make it so financially burdensome to these-families that they stop fostering. 


Another impact we will be feeling soon is the new laws governing prescriptions covered 
by Med-i-cal. As of June 1, i 993, some prescriptions will have to be pre-authorized by 
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foster Parents Association 


phone before filling. We have been told ther~ could be 24-48 hour waits for emergency 
prescriptions. This brings up two issues; . .._ 


1. If we wait the 24-48 hours for a drug for a child with ruptured ear drums and the 
child ends up near death with complications such as cellulitis, who in the Department of 
Social Services will accept the liability for the surely forthcoming law suit? 


2. If foster parents pay for the drugs themselves and there is no longer 
reimbursement through direct cost, how long do you think we will be able to continue to 
take children? 


As you can see, your foster parents are going to be impacted by these proposed cuts and 
new Med-i-cal policy. It is not and cannot be the responsibility of the foster parent to pay 
the medical bills of foster children. We cannot do it. We need the support of our Board 
of Supervisors in not asking us to. 


We are doing a difficult job in a most difficult time. With the affects of Family 
Preservation thrust upon our children, many are returning to parents who are not eveJ? 
marginal, and even more distressing are the Tiffany's of this county who would have been 
protected prior to our current philosophy of keeping families together at the expense of 
the child. Our slogan, "Protecting Children, Serving Families" really translates into, 
"Children At Risk." Tell me how we have served Tiffany or her father who Win spend 
many years in jail for killing his daughter, by leaving her in her home to die? Foster 
parents have a very difficult job and the only way we can handle the separation and grief 
part, is if we know these children are going to be helped, nothurt by the system. These 
cases make it more and more difficult for foster families to stay in this system which 
seems to be going quickly in reverse when it comes to meeting the needs of San Diego's 
children. 


Our dn1g expo~ed infants are in more jeopardy than ever in San Diego County. I feel that 
we are using the SB 2669 law of three years ago to tum a blind eye to this most fragile 
population of children. This law states that drug exposed children are not allowed to even 
be referred to CPS because of a positive toxicology screen. This puts the responsibility 
on the shoulders of the Hospital doctors and nurses to make the evaluation if there are 
other circumstances which put the infant in jeopardy, as the drugs in its system alone, are_ 


not considered abusel The problem with this is that here we are three years after the 
passage of this idiotic bill, and San Diego County still is without a protocol to implement 
how the hospitals are going to asses and investigate these families to protect the infants. 
This makes me furious as it does any of us. who have given years to try and help these 
special needs children. To know that they are not going to receive the services they 
desperately require and are going home with addicted moms who themselves are getting -
no treatment I believe is criiT'jnal. What are we telling th.e mother, that it's O.K. to use 
cocaine and give it to your baby because we aren't going to do anything to help either one 
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~ Foster Parents Association 


of you. When I pick up a child from the hos
1


pital, the nurses are very distressed about the 
babies that are going home to addicted moms who they feel are ill prepared to care for 
healthy problem free babies let alone babies that are drug exposed. Hospitals are not set 
up to investigate. They do not have access to the-records that CPS has at their fingertips. 
Doctors and hospital staff a working for ridiculous wages from these cases as they are all 
Med-i-cal. They do not have the inclination, time or abilities to properly asses whether 
these babies will be at risk or not? I believe it will only be a matter of time before we 
greatly curtail the testing of these infants, after all w~at is the point if we are not going to 
give them the services they require? Are we turning our backs on these children due to 
iheir lilgh cost of care? 


We in the foster parent community would like for someone to explain how San Diego 
County can "cry poor", when we can afford to build a children's institution at the cost of 
$4,500.00 dollars per month per child, as compared to foster care even at the ESC rate of 
$600.00 per month? What school of economics does this come from? Even Casa De 
Amparo received $4,000.00 per month per child. There is nothing that this institution 
offers, that foster parents do not already give to our children and more. The advantages 
of home environment compared to institutionalization, are well documented. We don't 
understand why our financial resources are being used in this way. Please explain. 


Finally, if you would look into the cost of recruiting and licensing a foster family, I am 
sure you would be amazed at the cost. If we took more care with the foster parents we 
already have, I think we could save a bundle. 


Patty Boles 
24.6 Jeannie Way 
Vista, CA 92083 
726-8683 


. ,. 








FOSTER CARE SERVICES COMMITTEE 
Regular Meeting September 9, 1993 


5454 Ruffin Road, Room 201 
San Diego, CA 92123 


MINUTES 


~ .. o.3 .o2 • 


~£C£ \ItO 
c·~ o s ~~ ~3 


~us'd .. iP. .. 


MEMBERS PRESENT MEMBERS ABSENT OTHERS PRESENT 


Patty Boles 
Sandra Boelter 
Tina Brewster 
Rick Clark 
Laura Colligan 
Bonnie Feinman 
Anne Fitzpatrick 
Lennie Hart 
Mary Henthorne 
Lola Hobbs 
Virginia Kelly 
Denise Kerwood 
Eleanor Smith 
Delores Stroh 
Tom Wickline 


Diana Dixon 
Ron Hasbrooke 
Clyrinda Milke 
Nadiene Sahagun 
Luis Villegas 
Grace Young 


Margie Davis 


I. Call to Order. Meeting was called to order by Chair 
Sandra Boelter at 12:20 p.m. 


II. Approval of Agenda. 
agenda by members. 


Motion carried and approved for 


III. Approval of the Minutes. Rick Clark needs to be listed 
as one of the Members Absent. Minutes of August 12, 
1993, then approved as corrected. 


IV. Items for Consideration. 


A. Update Reports 


FCSC Ad Hoc Steering Committee. This committee has met 
August 23, 1993, and September 9, 1993. The 
recommendations from this committee are attached. Bylaws 
and procedures to be evaluated. The Board of Supervisors 
are to pass an official ordinance and this will be a 
future agenda item. 


Motion, seconded and carried to approve the committee's 
recommendations. 


The minutes are to reflect that the Foster Care Services 
Committee was formed on February 17, 1976, and was Board 
of Supervisors approved on September 14, 1976. 
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Community Agencies. The Association of Foster Family 
Agencies (AFFA) is busy with committees and trainings. 
They are looking at attempts to let new social workers 
know about FFA's as a resource. Tina Brewster is the 
vice-chair of AFFA. 


Foster Parent Associations. The Associations have 
reconvened after the summer, and it is business as usual. 
There will be a State training in November in sacramento. 
Discussion about grievances followed; it was recommended 
that information about grievance procedures be 
incorporated in the Our Child newsletter and a mailing to 
foster parents from the Foster Home Licensing section be 
considered. 


Foster Parent Liaisons. No report. 


GOLD. Executive meeting attended in Sacramento; GOLD 
representative hoping to see new legislation introduced. 
Items representative discussed included: (1) Placements 
with non-offending parents; (2) Juvenile Court possibly 
mandating immediate guardianship under limited 
conditions; (3) Changing the definition of "parent". 


Mental Health. AB 3632 being implemented; referrals are 
to go to Kemper clinic. Representative mentioned that 
referrals on foster children are coming from Riverside 
County. 


Probation. Letters went out to foster parents asking for 
interest in placements. 


Schools. No report. 


Childrens Services Bureau. State Department of Social 
Services approved direct cost for transportation in the 
foster care rates. The medication cost will remain with 
the county. 


Bonnie Feinman announced that the Foster Parent 
Appreciation Evening will be held october 22, 1993, at 7 
p.m. at the Scottish Rite Temple in Mission Valley. 
Invitations are to go out in mid-September. 


Joint Commission on Children and Youth. Representative 
passed out study on foster care reunification (see 
attached). The Commission is still a commission. 


Licensing. No report. 


• 
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Income Maintenance Bureau. No report. 


B. Training. Flyers for fall trainings are being 
distributed to FFA's and foster parents. 


V. Old Business. No old business. 


VI. New Business. No new business. 


VII. Next Meeting. Next meeting is October 14, 1993. 


VIII.Adjourn. Meeting adjourned at 1:30 p.m. 







---------------------------------------------- ---


FCSC STEERING AD HOC COMMITTEE 


Recommendations 


The FSCS Steering Ad Hoc Committee met on August 23, 1993 and September 9, 1993 
and developed the following recommendations: 


1 . Instruct the Steering Ad Hoc Committee to report back in 60 days to address 
these issues: 


~ The membership composition for the FCSC Committee-- include 
recommendations relative to adding/deleting memberships; 


~ Recommendations on the voting status of each member; 


~ A nomination and election process which addresses cultural diversity 
issues; 


~ Composition and structure of subcommittees. 


2. Make no change in the current structure and functioning for 90 days pending the 
committee's report and an ordinance change from the Board. 


3. Change the name to Foster Care/Relative Services Committee. 








FOSTER CARE SERVICES COMMITTEE 


Regular Meeting of January 13, 1994, 12:15 p.m. 


5454 Ruffin Road, Room 201 


San Diego, CA 92123 


AGENDA 


RECE,VEO 


Ans'd. 


I. Call to Order . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Chair 


II. Approval of Agenda . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Members 


Ill. Approval of Minutes of December 9, 1993 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Members 


IV. Membership Status Report . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sandra Boelter 


V. Items for Consideration 


A. Update Reports: 


FSCS Ad Hoc Steering Committee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . S. Boelter/P. Boles 
Community Agencies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bonnie Feinman 
Foster Parent Associations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . P. Sokoi/P. Boles 
Foster Parent Liaisons . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Becky Morrow 
Relative Placement Issues . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Margie Davis 
Mental Health . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Laura Colligan 
Probation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Marie Turner 
Schools . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Luis Villegas 
Joint Commission on Children and Youth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Patty Boles 
Childrens Services Bureau . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lola Hobbs 
Licensing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Grace Young 
Emergency Shelter Care Sub-committee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pam Sokol 


B. Training ................................ . .... . ...... Nary Behana 


VI. Old Business 


Foster Parents Liability/Update . ............... . .......... . .... Rick Clark 
Court Issues . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sandra Boelter 


VII. New Business 


VIII. Public Input 


IX. Next Meeting - February 10, 1994 


X. Adjourn 







MEMBERS PRESENT 


Sandra Boelter 
Patty Boles 
Nadiene Sahagun 
Nary Behana 
Lola Hobbs 
Laura Colligan 
Anne Fitzpatrick 
Eleanor Smith 
Rick Clark 
Grace Young 
Delores Stroh 
Bonnie Feinman 
Denise Kerwood 


Foster Care Services Committee 
Regular Meeting of December 9, 1993 


5454 Ruffin Road, Room 201 
San Diego, CA 92123 


MINUTES 


MEMBERS ABSENT 


Margie Davis 
Luis Villegas 
Tom Wickline 


OTHERS PRESENT 


Susan Rogers 
Mary Henthorne 
Trudie Kern 
Jeanne Lanzaro 
Diana Dixon 


I. Call to Order. The meeting was called to order by Chair Sandra Boelter at 12:20 p.m. 


II. Approval of Agenda. Elections to be added under new business; agenda then 
accepted as corrected. 


Ill. Approval of Minutes of November 18, 1993. Minutes were approved and accepted. 


IV. Membership Status Report. Nominations for committee membership were due today, 
December 9th - no nominations were received. The deadline was extended to the end 
of December. Representatives for nomination need to be sent in writing to Sandra 
Boelter by the end of December and will be voted on in January. 


V. Items for Consideration 


A. Update Reports: 


FCSC Ad Hoc Steering Committee 


Steering committee met on December 3, 1993 and drafted by-laws for new 
committee structure (copies handed out). Sandra Boelter referred to the following 
by-laws: 
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Article II, Section I (Membership): Three positions were added: 1 from foster 
care education and training programs, 1 from the Juvenile Court, and 2 
representatives from the relative placement group (GOLD). Jeanne Lanzaro did · 
not feel GOLD should have a total of three representatives and may file an 
injunction. Jeanne feels she should be allowed to be a voting member and 
feels Child Fair Services should definitely have one vote. It was recommended 
that "GOLD" be changed to "relative placement organizations" to include other 
organizations (not only GOLD). Applications will then have to be reviewed by 
nominating committee for inclusion as voting members. 


Article I (Name and Purpose): Name be changed to foster/relative care 
services committee to include relative placement issues more. 


Article II. Section II (Term of Office): Term of office will remain the same (4 
years). There is one change that if the member represents a program or a 
position for the naming organization that the term may be less than 4 years. 
The limit of absences (to use an alternate) is to be no more than 2 times in a 
12-month period. More than five regularly scheduled meeting absences in a 
12-month period will constitute a vacancy. 


Article Ill, Section VIII (Organization): Compensation is more clearly defined -
mileage reimbursement for foster parent association and relative placement 
group representatives for attending regular meetings; special meetings, 
convened by the Foster and Relative Care Services Committee, or; meetings 
where the member is designated as a representative of the Committee; 
meetings pursuant to the duties by the officers of the Committee. The 
Committee may appoint Foster Parent Liaisons who will be eligible for 
reimbursement for the cost of telephone bills/mileage incurred by the liaison in 
the course of his/her duties. Compensation for mileage and telephone costs 
will be paid by the Department of Social Services under established procedures 
for reimbursing volunteers. 


• Article Ill, Section IX (Staff Assistance): DSS shall provide necessary staff 
assistance to the Committee. 


• Article IV. Section I (Mission Statement): Members will initiate, respond and 
interact appropriately in dealing with foster relative issues. 


• Article IV, Section II (Duties and Responsibilities}: Our annual report will now 
be submitted no later than September 30 for the previous fiscal year (previously 
due in December). 
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Article IV. Section IV (Election of Officers: Elections will be held in December 
of the odd-numbered year and the terms shall be for two years and term begin 
January 1 of even-numbered year and ending December 31 of the odd­
numbered year. 


Article V {Amendments to Bylaws): Bylaws may be amended by a two­
thirds vote of the membership with written notification of changes 30 days 
prior to vote at a general meeting. 


It was recommended that, wherever it was stated Foster Care/Relative Services, it 
be changed to read Foster and Relative Care Services. 


The by-laws were accepted with changes - to be voted on in January. 


Community Agencies - (Bonnie Feinman) 


The Association of Foster Family Agencies continues to meet. A speaker from the 
California Chapter of Foster Family Treatment Association was at their last meeting 
asking those agencies who don't belong to join their international organization. 
The Association of Foster Family Agencies is still doing group trainings and they 
are also working on a protocol with the County on developing better working 
systems for referrals of children to placements. 


Foster Parent Associations - (Delores Stroh) 


Betty Davis, the newsletter chair, worked on volunteer projects during the holidays 
- provided Thanksgiving baskets for 31 Family Preservation families and will be 
doing Christmas for the children of those families. 


Foster Parent Liaisons - No report. 


Relative Placement Issues - No report. 


Mental Health - (Laura Colligan will be the new representative) 


Mental Health continues to work with social workers and foster parents to provide 
mental health services to children who are special education through Assembly Bill 
3632. 


Probation - No report. 
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Schools - No report. 


Joint Commission on Children and Youth - (Nary Behana) 


Nary Behana represented Patty Boles at the Joint Commission on Children and 
Youth meeting. The Commission will not merge with Juvenile Justice. Strategic 
plan for health of San Diego County's children, youth and families - another type 
of collaborative effort to make sure that all services (Child Abuse Prevention 
Foundation, Children's Initiative, Department of Health, Health Coalition for Children 
and Youth, Regional Perinatal Systems) work/coordinate with each other. The 
Child Abuse Coordinating Council shared their year end report on child fatalities. 


Children's Services Bureau - (Lola Hobbs) 


Lola Hobbs reported Rick Clark will be helping her out by taking more 
responsibility working with Chair, Sandra Boelter, on agenda, minutes, and staff 
issues. Steve Briggs will be focusing on the noticing issue. The Share Bear 
Warehouse is located at the Del Mar Fairgrounds and will be open to the public 
next week. SB 1125 will be implemented in December and January. SB 1125 will 
allow a one-case plan rather than a case plan for each program. There will also 
be a 110ne time only11 supplementation for cost in foster care. CSB has been 
looking at developing a policy to utilize those funds: a) give some additional 
money to relatives; b) the target is medical. Medical costs would be those not 
reimbursable in other ways (Medi-Cal). A group was formed with regional 
representatives on how to administer this program. Approximately $360,000 is 
available through this special one time only augmentation from the state general 
fund dollars which will have to be shared with the Probation Department. 


Licensing - (Grace Young) 


Grace Young reported changes in licensing staff. Licensing will be down about 1.5 
staff than most agencies. Effective November 15th Karen Barch has assumed the 
position of options coordinator and Pat Parillo will be assuming the licensing 
component of the options program. 


B. Training - (Nary Behana) 


Nary Behana passed out the Spring '94 flyer of training classes. The discipline 
class will also be available in Spanish this year and CPR is available for $15. A 
flyer will be sent out mid-spring on independent living series. The San Diego 
Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics requested Anne Fitzpatrick to do 
a training/workshop on drug exposed children. 
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VI. Old Business 


Foster Parents Liability/Update - (Rick Clark) 


Rick Clark reported there is no update and County Counsel is still working on this 
issue. 


VII. New Business 


Delores Stroh's last day as an official voting member of the committee was today and 
she was presented with a post-it holder. Lennie Hart (not present) will also receive a 
post-it holder. 


Elections 


Nadiene Sahagun, nominating committee chair, recommended Sandra Boelter as 
continuing chair for the next 2 years and Patty Boles as vice chair. The motion was 
voted on and passed. 


VIII. Public Input 


Jeanne Lanzaro sent a letter addressed to the FCSC chair and asked the steering 
committee to look over attendance records, term of office, constitutional items, conflict 
of interest in nominating members. Lola Hobbs noted, as reflected in bylaws, DSS is 
to take responsibility for the committee and FCSC will be a Department established 
committee. 


IX. Next Meeting. The next meeting is January 13, 1994, 12:15 p.m. at 5454 Ruffin Road, 
San Diego, CA 92123, in Room 201. 


X. Adjourn. The meeting was adjourned at 1 :40 p.m. Happy Holidays to all© 





