
SAN DIEGO REFUGEE COALITION 

P . 0 . Box 3427 
San Diego , Ca . 92163 

NEXT COALITION ~EETING - 9 : 30 A . ~ . APRIL 17 , 1991 , at Jewish Communit y 
Center , 54th & University 

I . Ca _l t o Or de r 

II . ~i~utes of The last me eti n g 

T T 
-1. - • Executive Committee Reports 

a . Ch a i r 
b . Treasurer 

I V. Coalition Committee Re p orts 

a. Re presentatives to Statewide Committees 
1. · Cali fern ia Forum 
2. State Advisor y Committee 

b. Health & Mental Health Committee 

c. Education & Employment/Training Committee 

d. Resettlement & Immigration Committee 

e. Liaison Committee 

f. Corporate Committee 

g. M.A.A. Reports 

V. Correspondence 

VI. Other Business 

a. San Diego County Refugee Coordinator 

b. San Diego _County Refugee Health Coordinator 

c. Letters for New Membership 

VII~ Announcements 

a. Workshops, Seminars & Meetings 

VIII. Adjournment 
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j ~.:'1·:: .:,f r .::prud~t·::l. i_ .. _,n. .J.:l. as k -::d how m::tny w-=.: thr_;ugh_ ws;:; n--;.:.. J·'<. 
~J·:l.· relt l t. n eedc:d tc> f!.C' ,_ .... t t o a l l Coal ..i. ti(ill members anct r-') ·:i!·:: 
li~t 'i ~AAs 3nd in f~ct would be n i c e t0 b~ ab l e to g1ve MAA? ~ 
.::,-.,_:}J.le of c.:•p i .:s .)!' he m.:ntu a l. Idea was r aisE-d t hat possic.ly 
0na~in g r~ques t s t 0 r cop iE-s we could a s k $ 1.00 ~o be donat~d fh~3 

~Pemed tc· be an a c c e ptable idea. J o hn v o lunteer t o r ep r od u ce the 
r~source ma nua l an d pro vi d e 200 copies . 

Treasurer's Report : Jac k Medcalf had an excus e d absence but sent 
in a tre asure r ' s repo rt as f o llo ws : 
Awards Banquet Expenditure: Ro se Garden- $562.59. Tro pies -
$ 50 1 . 18 , Programs- $64. 2 5 =Total $1126 . 97. Revenue: Spons o rs­
$411. 0 0, Lun c h Tickets - $499. 0 0 = Total $910.00. Co st to 
Coa liti o n $216.97. The Co alition's c urrent bank balance i s : 
$ 8 49.26 . 

Health Report & MENTAL HEALTH : By Ratry_ The health & menta l 
h ea lth committee met on 3 / 11 / 91_ The attendants were Mary Cahil l 
Re fugee Health Coo rdinator, Michael Pate, Nurse Prac titi o ner. 
Le on id Markman. Co unselor from HIAS, and Bounhong Khommarath. 
Direc t o r Personal Counseling from UPAC. 

Each program representative shared information about their 
pro gram and its functions. 

Refugee Health Services Program has extended health care 
services for newly arr ived refugees. In addition to Tuberculosis 
Screening,- RHSP h as the abilj. ty to p r ovide a physical exam 
including l a b t est such as ova and parasites test, Hgb test. urine 
test.. se r um tes t f or Hbsag on child bea r ing age women_ 

The e xtensio n o f these services is extremely beneficial t o 
refugees becaus e it is free of char ge since refugees cannot receive 
medi-cal during the fi r st month of thei r arrival. 

Unfortunately, new arrivals with immig r ant status can b e nefit 
TB skin test and chest X-ray, and from health p r ogram only. 

To comply with Center of Disease Contro l, our mai n ob j ective 
is t o see and to screen regular clients with i n 30-days a nd t o 
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~>-:-:::P :,n 1'0'C,·lr:-r..m-::n r i .s V r_'l ' .V imp· .. r L. ant . R·:::p..::at r::.ilur~ wilL 
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I un :i8 r .star,,·! that •At8 o:f t he r e s pons i b ill t i -=s o f t he VOLAG 
SP·.:.nsor is tc· hc.';e t h~ i i' cl i-::nts sc reene d fo r h-:: a l t h prob lem. And 
i-r.. r -::: q u ires a copy of healt:.h exam f o r m. It wi ll also he l p VOLAG t o 
ha ve HA fo rm s oon if the cl ient c ompl e te the heal t h e xa m sooner . 

Hepat iti s 8 program assists pregnant women wh o are HEP. B 
ca rrier to ha ve their baby and ho usehold contac t f o r s c reening and 
va cc inati on. Most r efe rrals we r e r ece i ved f r om CMR, DHS tneeds 
mo r e r e :ferrals l . Du r i n ,g the month of Feb r ua r y 1991. RHSP 
identi f ied 78 arrivals, numbe r yea r - t o-date i s 1160 t 77% of the 
goal ) , s c r e ened 78 c lients (year -to-date : 1066; 1 12% of the goal! 
comme nced Tx in Feb r ua ry : 30 ( ye ar-to-date : 125, 50% of t he goal). 
TB Skin Test in Feb r ua r y 199 1 : S .E . A. 31 - 17 negative / 55% 

- 14 posit i ve / 45% 
NON-S.E . A. 47 - 18 negative / 38% 

29 p osi ti ve/ 6 2~~ 
TOTAL: 78 Screened: 35 negative / 4 5% 

43 p ositive / 5 5% 
OVA a nd Paras i te tests were done only o n Asian, Middle Ea s t a nd 
Af rican Clients . Total positive, approximately 30% . 

Bounhong inf o rmed the meeting about personal counseling 
p r o gram that-~rovides assistance and relief f o r mari t a l conflict , 
pa r e n t and child problems , e moti ona l o r a c ute psychi a tri c cases 
r e fsrred -to counseling and Tx center. 

Health and Mental Health committee requested mo r e 
participation from VOLAGs to jo in the meeting f o r more efficien cy 
in hel ping r e fuge es. 

Set up meeting schedule : Second Monday of every ot her month . 
Next meeting is scheduled for May 13 , 1991 at Catholic Charities at 
1 : 30 p.m. 



2.,-.,_mL·~·n.:; =tdd.:::d ch:tt t.·".::rt:: w:,:~ i-=t•'r: :.r c.:;..1· ;__.~tp-=t~l··r~ ir:·m 
r:::c·m!r.u:.l y ,:-llnl ~ .:·md repr-=:-st::nt::;.ti·;.::;::; ir·~m '10~A(3.::. which w2.J.J.. r . .:: 
h.:: pft1l t·_• m.3.}:.o; health ,,are rel~t,"3<t ··rg"::tni::3ti··,:,ns. ·:::.llcli::::; J-. .=--·--r 
in provijing he.:tlth StC;rVl,·--3 1:0:• t:"e:fug•::•C:3. rlary 1_;3.Hill w·i.~l. 

,·,qrr"3C1·:.'it the.se: •:::lini(~ dir···,_;i~ .. ..>:·.:; -:,t LLtC\3 ·.i::::"S~i fi"-:=dth •'•· Hi·i-·':·y 

Employment Services/Voc. Training/Educ. Committee : 
1'iJ ·t: D.:::nnison to rep•:Jrt. tvli_.~.l:-: r~~p-·!:t-..,.1 ·.r~e:rh:=IL.~.v ::.. ~~~--=: ··)nl: .. ,L ... ~ 

::,n.-l Bunny Kunin, Chair cf "Lt1<::> c··:·mm.!_ti·::·~ ~urne·j ir, 3. :1"1.r.iHr1+--t:-·::·1 
r·~-~1:·-~~· ... ~~r,. f. i_:,w:.rtg ::_s -1 t ..... t)rnblr .. --iri.,n ,f r.i·L~ \/.:--rr·;::J,l _i?J·'j \Vt"L:•.--:l 
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'Tit)'., c. r!l y l :... nd TLu rs. l aT ~T ewi s h Fami l ~..- ::;ervl·:::~.s. The next meeting 
is scheduled for April 11, 199 1. at 9:30a.m. at Jewish Family 
Services on 4th Ave. 

ln attendance at t he meeting -were representatives fr·::.·m us,:·(;. 
LR.•~. LIR.~::. . cTFS and IMAA . The commit' E:':' decided teo aevr:ote p.-:,r-tlon~. 

of fu~ur~ meetings to specific topics of 1nterest related to 
~mpl0yment and have designated speakers t o add r ess issues involved . 

Discuss i on of this meeting was a r ound specific case 
d ifficultie s and thi s led to a discussi on on the ''100 hour rule 
waive r. Cindy agreed to do some research on this issue and come 
up with a brief description o f what the 100-hour rule waiver is f o r 
those on the committee who may be unfamiliar with it. 

At the Coalition meeting Cindy mentio ned that in a recent 
meeting with state representatives; Bill Downs and Linda Page , that 
it had been n oted that San Diego County could not at this time seek 
the 100-hour rule waiver since it is a cont r ol group f o r anothe r 
county who has it. Bill Downs thought it was Santa Clara c ounty 
f o r which we are acting as a control group. Mr. Downs also po inted 
out that he thought strongly that the entire state wil l eventually 
go to the 100-hour rule waiver. Cindy stated, however, she 
neglected to ask the state when this might occur. 

Another area of interest for the committee is the San Diego 
Community College/ESL Program and its lack of c oncentration on 
employment / vocational language. Mick noted they felt that more 
time is needed to give to refugees to learn more English. 

Other topics discussed at the meeting regarded a medi cal f orm 
which usee is using to have their clients get a medical docto r 
descri ption of the capability or non-capability of an individual to 
seek and maintain employment. This was brought up based on a 
discus sion of a specific case sit.uation that JFS was dealing with. 
This medical description includes what type of work an individual 
can and ca . ot do. Some were very interested in this since it is 
very difficult for us to determine these capabilities or non­
capabilities. A person ' s condition may not prevent him/her from 
employment. 

Mick in the Coalition meeting pointed out that the committee 
shared employment openings where that parti c ular agency did not 
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Mi c k a dded 3 ~omment about the six- mon th r e po r t t o h e 8uard 
.:• f ~3 npE:r-' l . ::;c. r s whi<~h s t .ati s ti -::ally l ,) o k s ve r y P•') sitive and h •)W ,o;:.:,c,ci 
~ he program is r unni n g e xc e pt ma y be i n one area . 

Re s sttlE:ment & I mmi g r a ion Committe e : Re po r ted b y Ci ndy J ensen 
The c omm i t tee me t o n Marc h 19 . 19 91 at 9 :00 a . m. At thi s meeting 
the VO LAGS met wi-r.h s tate representa tive s, Bill Do wns a nd Linda 
Page . It wa s f e lt it wa s a good idea t o meet with Bi ll s ince he 
ha s been down in San Diego as the County monito r f o r several months 
and we h ave ne ver me t with him. The c ommittee dis c us s ed. changes 
i n t he state pe rsonnel . unaccompanied mino rs, the 100-h our rule 
wai ve r. communi c ati on and c oo rdination issues, Voluntary Age ncie s 
coo r d inat i o n e ff o rts i n j o b development and plac ement, "Supple­
me ntal Re fugee Services '' ( SRS ) and GAIN cutbacks. It is hoped that 
pe ri odi c all y we c an meet with Bill t o get his input and he r ece i ve 
0u r s . Bi ll seemed receptive to this. Attached is the arrival 
in f o rmati on . 

MAA Report: No representative was arranged to speak today, 
however, Lo is announced that the next MAA meeting would be 
r e scheduled for April 15th at 5:45p.m. It was felt that at these 
meetings we c ould include information on overseas camp situations 
and processing issues, etc. Lois hoped also to maybe get a craft s 
bazaar interest. 

County, Department of Social Services Report : See Attached Report . 
J ohn. added that along with RCA reduction talk, some states are even 
c onsidering shutting down RCA program all together. Questions came 
up that these may be states with no general relief programs 
otherwise how would they benefit from shutting the RCA program 
down ? 

John also mentioned a rising concern over a genetic disorder 
particular l y among Asians called "Thalassemia " - like the cycle 
c ell dis o rder . J ohn is helping to look for revenues that would 
a llow for s ome genetic counseling and services to refugees. John 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 

Re :t' u_g..=;,:: In f c· r ma ti on :tnd Exc ha ng-?. ~· c· nf ~ r e n c.:: ~dv i . .:; l:"'i _:._o~n; :.~ ~ · ~­
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Am -::: r ::ts i.:tn c:onfe r enc.:o: Deacc•n Pete r a t ~ nded tne ·-::·::,r lf.::r .:·r.~~ 

and thought it was a ve r y g ood con fe r enc6 . He had lea r ned that 
the r e is a t r ansit c am'p ·i n Sai go n f o r Amera s ian s . 

Deacon Pe t e r announc e d there are now 10 gro ups in the 
Ame r as ian MAA. 

Cindy share d s ome processing inf ormati on: Out o f Kenya t here 
see ms t o be a l o t of fraud being dis covere d . It is unf o rtunate 
when this happens because once they discover it, they generall y 
tighten down t o the extent that even tho se who make innocent 
mistakes may be subject t o being denied because o f the tightened 
proc e s sing procedures in place. Due to the war in the Gulf; Suda n , 
Somali a (whi c h actually shut down previous to the war d o t o civil 
st rife ) and Pakistan were shut down & all ex-patri ots removed du~ 
t he dange rs o f terrorism. We are beginning t o hear s ome movement 
now t o resto re these areas. New regulations are now out in r e g a rds 
t o Amerasian extended families who were denied before because a 
married Amerasian could only take her spouse and not the extended 
family . The Amerasians will now be able to apply f o r those 
extended families. The old ruling caused some very hard dec i s i on s 
to be made on the part of the Amerasian. 

John -passed out some h~dout materials as follows : 

"Cnanging Migration In And From Eastern Europe and The 
Soviet Union" dated July 16-17, 1990, Summary of Meeting 

"The Ramifications Of Soviet Emigration" December 8-1 0 , 1990, 
Stirin, Czech and Slovak Federal Republic 

"Temporary Assistance For Repatriates" and 
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·: '-. 1 t-i •n meet 1ru;; T·:· r a~·,y,:•n,:; ·v-~h· _· mir.;sr:· d .cr.:::tT l.!"!S: ··>-·Pl"''-"~. 

THE NEXT COALITION MEETING IS SCHEDULED FOR APRIL 17, 1991 AT OUR 
NEW LOCATION, JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER AT 54TH AND UNIVERSITY . 
TIME: 9:30 A.M. 

···:·alitivrJ was 3d.J·:urned ar:proxunately ll:3CJ a . m. 

Minutes tak~n by: 

Cindy .Jensen 



1991 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

TOTAL 

San Diego Refugee Coalition 
Total Montly Primary Refugee Arrivals 

Vietnam Other European 
Sub Middle 

: 

AmerAsian Other Lao Hm Khmer Total Africa East Soviet Other 
. 

08) . 
06 48 ' 77 07 11 06 15 29 -- - -

05) 
I 
I 

05 07 16 06 -- -- 29 17 22 19 10 

I 

ll) 
11 36 64 06 -- - 106 24 33 25 25 

Carrib- Sub 
bean Total Total 

-- 39 116 

04 72 101 

4 111 217 
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I. 

COUNTY REFUGEE COORDINATOR'S REPORT 
MARCH J.O, 1991 

REFUGEE EMPLOYMENT PREPARATION PF.OGRAM (REPP) PERFOR~.NCE 

JULY 1, 1990 - FEBRUARY 28, 1991 (8TH MONTH) 

1. TA VII 
(Includes Vocational Training and Emplc' rrnent Services) 

Total clients Served 807 I 231% annual g oa l 
Total clients Placed 146 I 81% annual goal 

2 . RESS 
(Includes OJT, Childcare and customized Training) 

Total Clients Served 140 I 51% annual goal 
Total Clients Placed 75 I 37% annual goa l 

3 . MAA Work Experience[Cultural Awareness[Detainees Services 

Total Indirect Referrals 
Total Clients Outreach 
Total Direct Referrals 
Total Clients Follow-up 
Total Work Experie~ce 
Placements 
Total Detainees Served 
Total Detainee Family Members 
Served 

4. Personal Counseling (PC) 

Total Clients Served 
# REPP Clients Served 
# Non-REPP Clients Served 

5. Refugee Health Services (RHS) 

Total Refugees Served 

6. Ref\lgee Assessment-Unit (RAU) 

Total Clients Served 
# Assessments 
# Reassessments 

1,300 I 130% annual goal 
539 I 135% annual goa l 
437 I 109% annual goal 
236 I 59% annual goal 

28 I 112% annual goal 
15 I 50% annual goal 
22 I 49% annual goal 

175 1 64% annual goal 
58 I 33% annual goal 

117 1 117% annual goal 

1,066 1 107% annual goal 

1,008 I 144% annual goal 
805 I 146% annual goal 
203 I 135% annual goal 

II. PUBLIC ASSISTANCE REFUGEE CASELOAD AS OF JANUARY 31, 1991 

Total RCA 461 persons 
Total AFDC 3,501 cases 

11,319 persons 
Total GR 163 cases 

187 persons 



III . GENERAL INFOR~TION 

1. COALITION ATTENDANCE 

Representing the County REPP at the Coalition's Mar ch 20 , 
1991 Monthly Meeting are John ~obbins, Cc~nty Refugee 
Coordinator, Refugee Employment Preparation Program, 
County Department of Social Servic~s; and Tuan Pharo, 
Assistant Division Chief. 

2. LEGISLATION 

There are four pieces of State legislation related to 
Refugee Services that might be of interest: 

• SB689 would set up a three-county pilot program in 
GAIN that would allow waiver of State requirements, 
thus allowing counties to design their own GAIN 
prbgram. Program design would have to meet federal 
requirements (JOBS) . 

• SB577 would require that part-time employment of 15 
hours or more must be at minimum wage or more, and 
a determination made that employment would lead to 
full time and self-sufficiency. 

• SB578 would expand target populations from 4 to 5 
to include refugees as a target population. 

• AB509 would create an "BOO" hotline number and a 
post off ice box to assist Southeast Asians and 
Koreans who are victims andjor witnesses of crimes. 

3. CO-ENROLLMENT PROJECT 

Started March 4, 1991 as a result of collaboration 
between San Diego Consortium, San Diego Community 
College, and Department of Social Services. Provides 
VESL-type training for light service auto technicians. 

4. REAUTHORIZATION OF REFUGEE ACT 

Led by Kennedy. His office is working with a task group 
composed of representatives from VOLAGS, StatejCounty, 
and Refugee groups. 

5. TIME ELIGIBILITY 

ORR is conducting meetings to review funding strategies. 
Several options being considered would reduce RCA time 
eligibility. 

2 
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6 . SRS 

Continuing discussion on supple1;1ental Rer'ugee Servi ces 
option. This wculd crea+.e an additional GAIN component 
to serve refugees if GAIN is in reduction mode. 

7 . COUNTY RES _SIX-MONTH STATUS REPORT 

The County Refugee Employment Services (RES) Six-Month 
Status Report has been disseminated on February 19, 199~ 
to the public, including San DL;go Refugee Coalition 
members, VOLAGS, MAAs, Refugee service providers, and 
other County RES Planning participants, for comments 
prior to submittal to the County Board of Supervisors. 

8. STATE ADVISORY COUNCIL (SAC) 

Minutes of SAC February 1991 meeting will be provid2d 
upon r~9ejpt to the Secretary of the Refugee Coalition 
for highlights in the Coalition minutes and for review by 
interested Coalition members. 

9. SAN DIEGO REFUGEE COALITION MEETING MINUTES 

The County has no correction to the minutes of the 
Coalition meeting of February 20, 1991. 
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