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ABSTRACT. Ever shrinking serial budgets in the sciences have forced
librarians to embrace resource sharing. This article argues that resource
sharing is a natural step in the evolution of our modern libraries by illus-
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INTRODUCTION

Throughout history libraries have played the role of storehouses, ar-
chiving, retrieving and disseminating knowledge. Additionally, most li-
braries are still thought of within the confines of their physical being,
even by the university community. However, this is untrue; libraries,
and particularly academic libraries, are no longer able to hold “all” in-
formation that a patron might desire. This is particularly the case for pa-
trons involved in scientific research because there is a heavier reliance
upon journals for research and a larger occurrence of sciences crossing
traditional subject boundaries.

Wil Weston is Engineering Librarian and Bibliographer at the University of New
Orleans, Earl K. Long Library, Lakefront Campus, New Orleans, LA T0148.

The Serials Librarian, Vol 41(1) 2001
€ 2001 by The Haworth Press, Inc. All rights reserved. 113



114 THE SERIALS LIBRARIAN
RESOURCE SHARING

When there is separation, there is coming together.
When there is coming together, there is dissolution.
All things may become one, whatever their state of being.

—Chuang Tsu

There are two factors to consider; the first is the often extreme
interdisciplinarity of the sciences. “Interdisciplinary research”™ and “ho-
listic™ have become the catchwords of our modern universities and cur-
rent scientific research interests. These researchers, scholars, and the
materials they produce frequently cross these once traditional bound-
aries and formats. Multimedia, hyperlinked texts, Web pages, net
broadcasts, e-books and e-journals now populate the researchers’
needed materials list. We are being forced to abandon not only our pre-
conceptions about what are library materials, but also, how and by
whom these library materials are being used.! We are aware of disci-
plines such as Geochemistry and Biochemistry, but how do we deal
with Nanotechnology and Environmental Engineering? None of these
fits into a clearly defined niche, but often involve three or four separate
disciplines as it is studied, discussed and published. It should also be
noted that larger intellectual trends, not only in the sciences, are moving
outside these once restrictive categories.

The second factor is the monetary issue. Serials are, understandably,
an important aspect of any information collection; however, the costs of
maintaining these collections seem to have grown increasingly out of
control. Serials purchases have rapidly taken an increasingly larger
share of the already sorely under-funded library budgets just to main-
tain current collections. No library can acquire and maintain all the seri-
als that its patrons will need.? This financial pinch is the crux of the
problem for those trying to gain access to current scientific information.

Resource sharing provides the answer to this dilemma and reminds
us that we are not alone in this endeavor to provide current information
to our users. The problems that any one library faces are repeated
throughout the country and internationally. We need to realize that we
are not just a single library and a single building, but a web of many li-
braries and many buildings all functioning as a part of one whole. The
idea of “one library™ is the concept that resource sharing has brought to
collection management, and this idea is affecting the future of collec-
tion development. This idea may be likened to the Buddhist belief that
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there is only one thing; we are all part of a single wholeness. One might
believe that this lesson needs to be true of our future libraries, if we are
to survive. We must begin to think of our libraries as part of one single
entity.

SOME EXAMPLES

The more ingenious and clever men are, the more strange things
happen.

—Lao Tsu

As previously mentioned, today’s scholars rely on more than tradi-
tional journals. They reference media such as sound and video record-
ings, museum holdings, Web pages, net broadcasts, and other such
electronic information in both online and portable formats.? The “Elec-
tronic Library™ has arrived, and one important hallmark of this new li-
brary has been the conscious movement to more widespread use of
electronic media for the storage, retrieval and delivery of information.
The conventional will coexist alongside the electronic publications.*
Despite these new electronic formats, no library can still be all-inclu-
sive in all subjects. Interlibrary services fill in those gaps.

For example, at Louisiana State University (LSU), Interlibrary Bor-
rowing places requests for all journal titles that have once been held by
the Middleton Library and those that cannot be located via UnCover for
their patrons. UnCover is a database of current article information taken
from over 18,000 multidisciplinary journals and offers the opportunity
to order fax copies of the articles from the database.? Either the library
orders from a document supplier, or the patron may request that the doc-
ument be obtained from one of LSU’s reciprocal borrowing partners,
which include both public libraries and university libraries. The latter
are somewhat slower in document turn-around from the point at which
the request is made and the document arrives. This process will inevita-
bly become faster as time passes. LSU"s approach has drastically reduced
the amount of money that has previously been spent on periodicals while
effectively meeting the research needs of the faculty.®

The University of New Orleans (UNO), Earl K. Long Library fol-
lows a process similar to LSU’s. The exception is that the library has a
mediated access to UnCover; in other words, Interlibrary Services
makes the decision to order from UnCover. At LSU, on the other hand,






