 BY-LAWS 

STUDENTS IMPROVING STATE UNIVERSITY
           (Adopted 3/1/00)

ARTICLE I
    Name

The name of this organization shall be SISU - Students Improving State University

ARTICLE II
      Object

The objective of this Society shall be to familiarize members with parliamentary procedure and to improve current conditions at SDSU and in the community.  At the will of the members, this objective may be widely interpreted to include discussion, resolutions and action regarding any community, state, national or international social and political matters.  For example, SISU may elect to conduct community service projects, endorse political actions, etc.

ARTICLE III
    Members

Section 1.
Membership of SISU shall be limited to persons enrolled in Comm. 391 (Parliamentary procedure) plus the course professor.

Section 2.
All members are required to pay a one-time membership fee of $25.00, regardless of attendance.  This fee can be collected in full at one time or payments can be arranged.  However, complete payment of fees must occur before the March 8th class meeting.  These dues shall be payable to the elected Treasurer and will be deposited in a General Fund.

Section 3.
In addition to the dues, each member is required to contribute one to two items of non-perishable food at each weekly session for later contribution to the PSFA College Council Food Drive.  All items are to be received no later than April 12, 2000 or the class meeting prior to Spring Recess.

Section 4.
Members who fail to fulfill designated responsibilities shall be fined $1.00.   These responsibilities include, but are not limited to, presenting an inspirational speech, distributing copies of the minutes to all members, and presenting committee reports.  These responsibilities can be fulfilled by arranging for a surrogate.

  ARTICLE IV
      Officers

Section 1.    The officers of this society shall include a chair pro tem, a secretary pro tem, a parliamentarian pro tem, and a Treasurer.

A.     The chair pro tem must have a list of all standing and special committees and other appropriate materials (Demeter’s Manual of Parliamentary Law).

Section 2.     At each meeting these officers will be appointed, with the exception of the Treasurer.

Section 3.
The Treasurer shall serve a full semester term.

1. At the beginning of the first meeting of a session, the Treasurer shall provide a weekly statement of the current account balance of the treasury 

and funds expended.  In addition, the Treasurer:

1. Will collect a total of $25.00 from each active member of SISU.

2. Shall make available the current status of members’ dues and contribution of cans of food.

3. Shall provide prompt reimbursement for expenditures incurred by members, usually at the time of the next regular SISU session following request for reimbursement for expenditure.

2. If the Treasurer is not functioning adequately in his/her responsibilities, s/he can be impeached by a 2/3 vote of those cast, and a new treasurer will be selected.

ARTICLE V
   
   Meetings

Section 1.
The regular, weekly session of SISU shall begin precisely at 6:00 p.m. on Wednesdays, unless otherwise announced.  Generally, there shall be two meetings in each session.

3. If a member of SISU is more than 3 minutes late arriving for a Comm. 391 class or in returning from a class break, s/he must perform a 1-minute “Top 40" song from any period as decided by the individual.  The “entertainment” will begin at the moment of disruption.  If s/he does not provide satisfactory “entertainment,” s/he will be fined $.25 and/or be asked to perform the members choice of song.  “Satisfactory” will be determined by an informal vote of the class and a majority will determine if the satisfactory criteria has been met by applause.

Section 2.
A meeting of SISU must be convened for at least 40 minutes and cannot be adjourned prior to expiration of 40 except by a unanimous vote of all those present.

Section 3.
All main motions and amendments to main motions must be submitted in writing to the secretary pro tem before a vote is taken.

Section 4.
Decorum

A.  Excessively casual dress for SISU meetings is strongly discouraged, and the chair pro tem is encouraged to impose a fine of $ .25 for a violation.  No shirt, no shoes, no SISU.

B.  Excessively casual conduct during SISU meetings is strongly discouraged, and the chair pro tem is empowered to impose a fine of $ .25 for a violation.  Rude and/or distasteful language will result in getting “Brown Bagged” for a period not longer than 3 minutes.  During which time the Brown Bagged culprit is not allowed to make any speech, converse with other SISU members or be recognized by the chair or in anyway cause additional attention to him/her self.

C.  The chair pro tem is empowered to impose a fine of $ .25, or punishment deemed appropriate by the presiding chair pro tem, on any member(s) contributing to excessive oral disruption of SISU meetings and is encouraged to first provide a verbal warning before imposing such a fine 

  ARTICLE VI
   (Committees)

Section 1.
Because the effective functioning of committees is integral to the goal

of SISU, committee chairs are responsible for regularly-held meetings of the committees and for continuing consideration of matters to be brought before SISU.  Each SISU member shall serve on at least one consistently-achieving committee during the semester except for the Treasurer.

Section 2.
If any committee chair is not functioning adequately in their

responsibilities, s/he can be impeached by SISU with a 2/3 vote of those cast, and a new committee chair will be selected.

Section 3.
Standing Committees shall include:

4. The Bylaws/Archives Committee is charged with:

4. The initial drafting of the bylaws;

5. Drafting and proposing appropriate standing rules, such as election procedures, etc.  For example: All nominated committee members shall present “campaign speeches”.   All votes should be cast  by a majority in order to elect members; 

6. Collecting SISU members telephone numbers and distributing them no later than the 4th SISU session;

7. Maintaining a list of all standing rules as they are passed; thus, this committee shall be responsible for continuously serving as an authority regarding standing rules;

8. Maintaining corrected-copies of minutes of all SISU meetings; thus, this committee shall be responsible for continuously serving as an authority regarding previous actions of SISU. 

5. The Resolutions Committee is charged with continuously providing action

items for consideration by SISU.  However, it should be noted that any member may introduce an appropriate item of business at any SISU meeting.

Section 4.
Additional Standing Committees and other committees (such as ad

hoc committees), and the membership thereof, shall be established as appropriate to the activities of SISU.

Section 5.
At their first meeting all committees:

A.  Shall select a chair and vice-chair, who will represent the committee in the absence of the chair, and

B.  Shall formulate a brief mission statement to be reviewed by SISU for inclusion in the Bylaws in the form of Standing Rules.

   ARTICLE VII
Parliamentary Authority

The most recent edition of Demeter’s Manual of Parliamentary Procedure shall serve as the parliamentary authority of SISU for all rules and procedures not covered by these bylaws or special rules.

   ARTICLE VIII
Amendment of Bylaws

These bylaws may be amended at any regular meeting of SISU by a two-thirds vote, providing that such amendment has been submitted in writing at a previous meeting.

   NAMES OF COMMITTEES 

AND COMMITTEE OFFICERS
9. Bylaws/Archives Committee

10. Resolution Committee
11. Information Officer

12. Social Committee

13. Study Guide Committee
14. Volunteer Committee
15. Gift/Awards Committee

STANDING RULES
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
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