Chapter Analysis Bible Study

This inductive method of Bible study first begins with a broad look at a specific passage of scripture and then narrows it down to a personal application.  It offers a structure, creativity, and guidance to assist you in your study of God’s word. In 2 Tim. 2:15, Paul challenges us….

“Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.” 

( Observations:  What do I see?
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Observation is the act of seeing; taking notice of things as they really are; the art of awareness.  Accurate observations are the result of reading with diligence, purposefulness, thoughtfulness, and inquiry.  Reading is not a lazy man’s art

Some Questions to ask when making observations:

( Who are the people involved? ( What happened?  ( What ideas are expressed? 

( What is the situation? ( What is the culture like? ( What words stand out?
Things to look for:




Key words


Repetition


Commands





Promises


Emotional tone

Transitions

Observations also include recording any questions you have.  This may include questions you will later pursue the answer for in your interpretation or bring to the small group.

( Interpretation:  What does it mean?
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Interpretation is the step of determining the author’s meaning.  We can gain insight into the meaning of the chapter by the following 3 keys ( of interpretation: Comparison, Context, and Consultation
( Comparison:  

In comparison, we let scripture interpret scripture.  The Bible is the best commentary on itself.  You don’t have to compare every verse.  When you do compare other verses, cross-reference the main thought.  If your Bible does not have a cross-reference section, you may want to use a concordance.  You can also compare other translations to find the meaning of a passage or verse.



( Context:



In Context, We discover the surrounding circumstances of a verse, passage, or book to determine its meaning. Probably the biggest error in interpreting scripture is done by isolating verses and taking them out of their intended context.  In fact, every major cult is built upon a violation of the principle of context. We can understand a passage best by identifying the appropriate context:

	Context
	Principle

	Literary
	What style of writing is the Author using: Expository - straight forward, point to point, and logical (Paul’s Letters). Narrative & Biography – a story of a person or people (Gen.-Ezra). Poetry –appealing to emotion and imagination. Wisdom –general truths (Psalms, proverbs, Song of Solomon, Eccls). Parable – communicating truth in story (Jesus/Gospels). Prophetic & Apocalyptic - God’s word for present and future (OT Prophets), end times, symbolism, vivid imagery, usually told in first person. (Rev. Dan. Eze).

	Historical
	What issues or circumstances are taking place during the time the book was written?

	Cultural
	Lifestyle, customs, and mannerism of the people.

	Theological 
	What did the author and his audience know about God?


( Consultation:
Consultation involves the use of secondary sources outside of the Bible.  They can shed light on the text that will help you make more sense out of what you’re looking at.  Here is a list of the most common study tools that will assist you in your interpretation of scripture: 
	Reference Tools
	Function

	Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of The Bible
	Every word of the Bible and its meaning. (Greek and Hebrew)

	Vines dictionary of Old/New Testament Words.
	Definition of words in their original language and meaning.

	Bible Handbooks: *Holeman, Zondervan, Unger’s
	An introduction to ever book of the Bible, Church history, Brief apologetics, commentary, archeology, and history of Christianity.

	Bible Dictionary: *Tyndale, Zondervan 

English Dictionary
	A dictionary of Biblical terms and introduction to every book of the Bible

	Commentaries: *NIV commentary (2 vols. Or individual books.) , John McCarthur, William Barclay, Tyndale series… (individual books)
	Interpretations of scripture through exhaustive study, research, and cross-reference.


*Denotes a personal preference
( Outline 

Outline the chapter according to it’s major themes.
( Key Verse and Central Teaching

Choose the Key verse(s) and summarize the central teaching of the passage. You haven’t fully comprehended the passage if you can’t write it in your own words. 

( Title

Now that you have observed and interpreted the text, give the chapter or passage a title that is clear, concise, memorable, and unique to you and your study.  You can even title the chapter with a marketing slogan, picture, song, or poem.  The key is to make it memorable.
( Application:  How does it work?
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Application is putting God’s word into practice.  Making application is Key to doing Bible study.  Bible study is not to increase your knowledge but to change your life.  One method of application is the 4 “P” method: Principle, Problem, Plan, and Prayer. 

Principle: What Biblical truth did I learn?  What did I learn about God?

Problem:  What did I learn about myself from this passage?

Plan:  What Changes In my life will I make in light of what God has shown me?

Prayer: Pray over your key verse(s) and other passages that spoke to you.

· Don’t feel bound to this particular process.  It is just one tool to help you obey God’s word.  Just make sure you do not skip this part of your study.

· When writing your application, make sure that it is Personal, Practical, Detailed, and Attainable
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Additional copies can be downloaded from the Resources page at http://rohan.sdsu.edu/~sdsunavs

