Overflow of the Heart

In Proverbs 4:23, the advice of a wise father to his son is that above all else he should guard his heart, for it is the wellspring of life.  Jesus confirmed the importance of a person’s spiritual heart condition when he told the people in Matthew 12:34 that is out of the overflow of the heart that the mouth speaks, whether good or evil.  God cares about the condition of your heart.

“Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together.  One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question: ‘Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?’  Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’  This is the first and greatest commandment.  And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’  All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.””

– Matthew 22:34-40

According to the Bible, there are only a few things that are truly eternal.  Among them are God, His Word, and the souls of people.  Jesus affirmed that the greatest commandments of the Law are to love God and love people.  These are not only commands we as believers are to obey out of a love for Christ; but through the working of the Spirit of Christ within us His desire is to see them become the desire of our hearts.

“We love because he first loved us.  If anyone says, ‘I love God,’ yet hates his brother, he is a liar.  For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen.  And he has given us this command:  Whoever loves God must also love his brother.” 

– 1 John 4:19-21

As the above passages show, there is an intimate connection between having a heart for God, a heart for His Word, and a heart for people.  As followers of Jesus, we want on our hearts what He has on His heart.  The following studies have been designed to provide spiritual exercise for both your mind and heart.  May Jesus meet you in a personal and intimate way as we journey together with Him through this series.

- The SDSU Navigator staff team

A Heart for God I

Romans 10:10 – for it is with your heart that you believe…

Psalm 119:58 – I have sought your face with all my heart…
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Discussion

1. Who do you know that truly has a heart for God?  Why?

2. Which person of the Bible do you think of as having a heart for God?

3. How did these two people gain this quality?  What have they done to nurture and grow it?
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Discovery
1.
Without a Heart for God


From these verses, what can you learn about your heart?

a. Genesis 8:21

b. Psalm 53:1-3

c. Jeremiah 17:9


Conclusion: What are our natural, human hearts like?  What/Whom do they love?

[image: image3.jpg]


2.
Gaining a Heart for God


From these verses, how do we gain a heart for God?  Who does this work in us?

a. Ezekiel 36:26

b. Ephesians 2:1,5

c. 2 Corinthians 4:6

Conclusion: What needs to happen if we are to have a heart for God?  When did this take place in your life? 

3.
Developing your heart for God

Now that God has given you a heart for Him, He continues to give life and growth to it.  At the same time, what will you do to feed your heart for Him?  A heart for God is grown and built; it comes from experiencing and seeing God- who He is and what He has done.  Just as faith is the essential aspect in gaining a heart for Him (at salvation), faith is now the energy in daily life.  Believing Jesus remains to be the way to love Him.  It begins with saving faith (when you see, value and love Jesus more than your sinful self); and continues on with daily faith (living with an awareness and a seeking of experiencing and loving Jesus).  Faith honors God, every time.

When you love someone, you believe him/her, and you believe in him/her.  It’s the same way with God- our believing Him, and believing in Him, demonstrates our love for Him.

The “greats” of the Bible experience God in stages and steps just like us.  To discover more how to develop your heart for God, look at the example of David who was called “a man after God’s heart.” 

a.
Read Psalm 27

· Do you think David’s heart was always like this, or do you think it was a process?  Why?

· What do verses 1,4,8 tell you about David’s heart for God
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b.
Read 1 Samuel 17
· What are some observations about David’s life?

· What do verses 34-37 tell you about David’s time tending sheep as he grew up?

· What do verses 45-47 tell you about David’s relationship with God?
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Demonstration

1.
How can you develop your heart for God right now?  


Hints:
Is there something that you need to obey or believe God for?




Is there a way that you can improve your communication with God?

Is there a step of faith that you can take which will help you to experience His faithfulness?




Is there a way that you can acknowledge or observe God in your daily life?

2.
How do we show that we love God in our daily life?


Hint:
Look at 1 John 4:7-21




Find other passages that address this.

3. Extra Credit: Do a side study on the phrase “all your heart” in the Bible.

4.
Choose a favorite verse from this study and memorize it. 

A Heart for God II
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While growing up, my Father owned an Italian Restaurant for eight years.  It was the place to hang out and eat Pizza Friday night after the high school football game.   Every Wednesday seemed to be family night at our local, neighborhood eatery.

Sadly, as the years passed by my father’s health began to decline.  In fact, he had a heart attack at the restaurant one afternoon that left him unable to manage the restaurant for six weeks.  Unfortunately, by doctor’s recommendations, we had to sell our family restaurant. 

After a few weeks, we found a buyer and a sign went up in the window: “under new ownership”.  The name of the restaurant and menu stayed the same.  The new owner even kept all of the same employees.  After his health was restored, my dad would still go into the restaurant and heckle his old employees.  I remember one of them saying, “Norm, we don’t have to listen to you anymore, you don’t own this place!”

This story parallels what it means when Jesus is Lord of our lives.  Basically, we have a new boss.  A boss who keeps our best interest in mind at all times.   Once we have a better idea of who He is and His love for us, His leadership is a joy to follow.
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Discussion

1. When are you most willing to swallow your pride and follow the advice of someone else? Can you give an example?

2. Think through your week, who or what do you tend to obey and why?
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Discovery

Let’s take a look at Lordship by studying the life of Abraham.  Read Genesis 17:1-17, 20:1-   7 & 22:1-4 and answer the following questions:

1. What was the promise God made to Abraham?

2. Why would God ask Abraham to sacrifice his son?

3. What prepared Abraham to trust God?

4. How did Abraham surrender his will to God’s will?

5. What are some areas that God has asked you to surrender and why?


Discovery

From the following verses, what title would you give to Jesus and why?

1. Colossians 1:15-20

2. Philippians 3:7-11

3. Revelations 5:11-14

Defining Times and Terms

All too often we refer to Jesus as our Savior, but somehow the term “Lord” goes overlooked and at times even frowned upon.  The two terms go hand in hand.   For starter, the term Lord equates Jesus as God, but also it is a term of endearment.  Jesus wants to be our Lord because He loves us. Spend some time now defining these terms and what they mean in your life.

1. Lordship –

2. Sovereignty – 

3. Surrender – 


Demonstrating Lordship

Finances



Dating



Thought life




Use of time



Anger



Stress

Relationships



Family



Reputation

Looks / appearance


Possessions


Decisions

Attitude



Future



Fear

Control




Studies



Other: _________________

1. From the List above, circle two areas that you are struggling with in allowing Jesus to be Lord?

2. Why do think Jesus is worthy to be trusted in these areas?

3. Find a verse on one of the areas you circled (using a concordance, cross-references, web search or asking a friend) and memorize it!
A Heart For God III

"If the world were a well-tuned instrument played in rhythm, I would not worship the instrument but him who made it and played it."

Athenagoras


Discussion

1. Who are a few people in your life (past or present) that you tend to “listen” to more intently then others?  Why?

2. What value is there in “knowing” the person(s) that you listen to and follow?

3. When have you “followed” someone who led you down the wrong path?

4. How could “listening,” “knowing,” and “following” God help you to have a heart for God?


Discovery

1. Read John 10 through two times and record your observations.

2. What are specific characteristics of the Shepherd?

3. What are specific characteristics of the sheep?


4. What does the relationship look like between the Shepherd and his sheep?

5. What are some questions that you have from this passage?

6. What is your favorite verse from this passage?


Defining Terms & Times

1. Look up the following terms in an English dictionary or Bible dictionary: 

· Know

· Listen

· Follow

2. Make at least one cross reference for a word or verse of your choice.

3. Use a commentary to try to answer at least one of your questions from the discovery section

Demonstration

1. Re-read verses 10:3,4  10:14-16  10:27 about listening, knowing and following.

2. Listen - Are you listening to the Shepherd’s voice?  Are you listening as intently as you would like?  What is Jesus asking/telling you?  

3. Follow – Are you following His lead?  Why or why not?  

4. Know - How well do you know the Shepherd?  How might you know Him better?

5. Memorize John 10:27

A Heart for God IV

A couple of years ago my parents were re-roofing their home.  Several people from their church had volunteered to help and I happened to be home at the time to help out as well.  After they had finished and were cleaning things up, I was helping bring a ladder down when I lost control of it and it crashed right through a bathroom window.  Nobody was hurt and the damage was easily repairable, but I felt horrible.  Though my dad was a bit frustrated, he quickly forgave me for my blunder.  In the greater scheme of life, it was a small mistake, but my father’s forgiveness lifted the burden of guilt off my shoulders.




A Heart for the Word I

The year was 1949.  Thirty-year-old Billy Graham was unaware that he was on the brink of being catapulted into worldwide fame and influence.  Ironically, as he readied himself for his breakthrough crusade in Los Angeles, he found himself grappling with uncertainty- not over the existence of God or the divinity of Jesus but over the fundamental issue of whether he could totally trust what his Bible was telling him.  

“If I was not exactly doubtful,” Graham would recall, “I was certainly disturbed.”  He knew that if he could not trust the Bible, he could not go on.  The Los Angeles crusade – the event that would open the door to Graham’s worldwide ministry – was hanging in the balance.  

Graham searched the Scriptures for answers, he prayed, he pondered.  Finally, in a heavy-hearted walk in the moonlit San Bernardino Mountains, everything came to a climax.  Gripping a Bible, Graham dropped to his knees and confessed he couldn’t answer some of the philosophical and psychological questions that Templeton (his friend) and others were raising.

“I was trying to be on the level with God, but something remained unspoken,” he wrote.  “At last the Holy Spirit freed me to say it. ‘Father, I am going to accept this as Thy Word – by faith!  I’m going to allow faith to go beyond my intellectual questions and doubts, and I will believe this to be Your inspired Word.’”


Rising from his knees, tears in his eyes, Graham said he sensed the power of God as he hadn’t felt it for months.  “Not all my questions were answered, but a major bridge had been crossed,” he said.  “In my heart and mind, I knew a spiritual battle in my soul had been fought and won.”

-taken from The Case for Faith by Lee Strobel.

Discussion

1. Do you have a hard time believing all that the Bible says?  Why or why not?  

2. When is a time in your life when you chose to believe and obey something from the Word?  

3. When is a time when you experienced the reality of a verse or truth from the Bible?


Discovery

1.
Do a short background history of the prophet Jeremiah (look in a study Bible, Bible dictionary or encyclopedia):

· Who was he?  

· Where did he live?  

· How did God call him?  

· What was his life like?  

2.
Look at the following verses in the book of Jeremiah about God’s words and look for answers to these questions:

What conclusion can you find in each of them?  

What was Jeremiah’s attitude/opinion of the words of God?  

What was God’s opinion about His own words?  

How did Jeremiah feel about God’s words? 

What practical impact did they have on his life?  

What was the purpose  as His words were given to him?  

· Jeremiah 1:4-12 (especially v.12)

· 5:14

· 15:16

· 20:9

· 23:29

3.
After looking at the verses, what conclusion can you make about the importance of God’s words in Jeremiah’s life?

Defining Terms and Times

1. Look up infallible in a dictionary. 

2. Infallible is a word that’s used to describe the Bible.  How can people make such a claim?  

3. How does this affect your view/response of God’s Word?  

4. What do 2 Peter 1:20,21 and Isaiah 40:8 say of the Bible’s infallibility?


Demonstration

1. What needs to happen to make you BELIEVE the Bible – every word.  Do you need to mentally settle it in your head, studying the background of how the Bible came to be the Bible?  Or is it a heart-issue?  Do you need to tell God that you’ll believe and live by His Words?

2. What practical steps can you take to move toward active belief?

3. Memorize Jeremiah 15:16.   

A Heart for the Word II

Let’s face it reading takes time.  Some of us were brought up in homes where reading was part of the family dynamic.  For the rest of us, we would rather wait for a book to come out on video.  

The Bible is a book authored by the Holy Spirit through the hands of man.  It is a book about relationships; parent to child, husband to wife, boss to employee, leader to follower, and ultimately, God and his people.  Of course it will take time to read, but hopefully through your encounter with God, you’ll replace the phrase “reading the Bible” with “meeting with God”.


Discussion

1. What parts or passages of the Bible do you have a hard time understanding?

2. What are some common misunderstandings people have of the Bible?


Discovery 

1. From Psalm 19:7-11, list in your own words what God’s word can do?

2. From Proverbs 2:1-5, list all the action verbs and describe what they would look like in your life.

Defining Terms and Times

1.  What do the following terms mean in relation to the Bible being:

Inspired - 

Sufficient-

2.  Can you remember a time when God gave you a verse that applied specifically to your  situation in life?

3.  Do you have a life verse(s)?


Defending the Bible

I’m sure that most of us do not like to debate or argue.  Let’s face it though; there are some inaccurate views and interpretations of Scripture out there.  After looking at the verses provided, how would you answer these comments?

1. “The Bible was just written by men.”  - 2 Peter 1:20-21

2. “Not all of the Bible is true.”  - 2 Timothy 3:16

3. “The Bible is just another literary work.” – Hebrews 4:12

4. “There are lots of different ways to be saved.”  - Acts 4:12, Galatians 1:6-8, Revelations 22:18-19.


Demonstration

1.
What are some practical ways you could apply this illustration in developing your heart for the word.


Hearing the Word –

Reading the word – 

Studying the word –

Memorizing the word –

Meditating on the word –

William Tyndale:  a man who had a heart for God’s word

William Tyndale was born near the Welsh border of England in 1494. Forty years earlier, two important events occurred in Europe, which would have a great impact on Tyndale's life and work. In May 1453, the Turks had stormed Constantinople, and the capital of the Eastern Roman Empire fell to the Moslem invaders. Greek scholars fled westward and brought with them a scholarship which had been almost forgotten in the West. Greek language studies of the classics increased, and the Scriptures began to be studied in the original Greek, rather than the Latin Vulgate. 

The invention of the printing press in 1454 was a second important development. The printing press would eliminate copyist errors and make the Scriptures more easily available in quantity editions. But to have the Bible in English was illegal. In an attempt to restrain the influence of Wycliffe's followers, in 1408 Parliament had passed the "Constitutions of Oxford" which forbade anyone translating or reading a part of the Bible in the language of the people without permission of the ecclesiastical authorities. Men and women were even burned for teaching their children the Apostles' Creed, the Lord's Prayer, and the Ten Commandments in English. William Tyndale, however, had an unquenchable passion to make the Bible available to every Englishman.

One day Tyndale was engaged in a discussion with a learned man who told him it was better to be without God's law than that of the Pope. To this Tyndale retorted that he defied the Pope and all his laws, adding that if God were to spare his life, before many years passed he would cause a boy who drove the plough to know more of the Scriptures than this learned man. Tyndale had found his vocation: translation of the Bible into English. 

Tyndale conferred with Luther in Germany and stayed on the continent translating the Bible from Greek into English. The printing of the translation was begun at Cologne in 1525, but was stopped by an injunction obtained by Johann Dobeneck, a vain and conceited man who hated the Reformation and opposed it in every possible way. Tyndale fled to Worms, where the book was printed. Copies were smuggled into England, where Archbishop Warham and Bishop Tonstall ordered them seized and burned. 

Eventually Tyndale was betrayed by a friend and arrested in Brussels, Belgium. Despite the efforts of Thomas Cromwell and others to save him, he was tried for treason and heresy against the Church. He was condemned, degraded from holy orders, strangled, and his body burned. His last words were a prayer, "Lord, open the king of England's eyes." 

Tyndale's influence upon English literature was great, chiefly through the use made of his renderings in the King James Version of the Bible (1611). It is estimated that 60 percent of this translation is derived from that of Tyndale.  Today, we have William Tyndale to thank for whatever version of the English Bible that we read.

As a group, discuss William Tyndale’s heart for God’s word

A Heart For The Word III

“It is impossible to rightly govern the world without God and the Bible."   George Washington
"The Bible is no mere book, but it's a living creature with a power that conquers all who oppose it."  Napoleon
"I believe the Bible is the best gift God has ever given to man."  Abraham Lincoln
Discussion

1. Have you ever found a specific passage or verse of scripture useful during a time of temptation?

2. When did you begin reading the Word?

3. What is your favorite verse or passage from the Bible and why?

4. Do you think that you can know God without ever reading the Bible?


Discovery

1. Read Luke 4:1 – 13 at least once and list out several observations.

2. What are some questions that you have from this passage?

3. In what three ways was Jesus tempted?

4. Why do you think that Jesus answered Satan by quoting scripture all three times?

5. When does the devil tempt us? (John 4:13)  

6. Why is it important to realize this?

7. What is your favorite verse from this passage?


Defining Terms & Times

1. Where are the verses found that Jesus quoted?

2. Make at least one cross reference for a word or verse of your choice.
     

3. Use a commentary to try to answer at least one of your questions from the discovery section.


Demonstration

Memorize a verse of your choice and explain why you chose the verse you did.  Be sure to meditate on it during the week.

A Heart for the Word IV


I grew up the son of a pastor.  Going to church really got old during my years of junior and senior high, especially since I felt I had to go.  I heard a lot of Bible stories and sermons over the years, and because of this I assumed I had a pretty good understanding of what the Bible had to say.  In college I knew I wanted to plug in with a local campus ministry, and through a friend God brought me to The Navigators.  After getting to know a few of the people involved with the Navs and getting into a Bible study, I soon realized my knowledge of the word of God and of the God of the word was far less than I assumed.  Though I grew up in a home that was Christ-centered, I had never regularly fed myself spiritually with the Bible as I would feed myself physically each day with food.  God increased my appetite for more of His word and Himself as I began to daily satisfy my spiritual hunger and thirst.  Through the years God has confirmed to me the truth of Deuteronomy 8:3, “…man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of the LORD.”






A Heart for People I


Discussion 

1. Describe God’s love for people. 

2. Describe how Jesus loved people.  Be specific.  

3. What do you think is the root of God/Jesus’ love for people (Where did this great love come from?) 

4. How does this love compel you to love others?


Discovery

1. Read 1 Corinthians 5:11-21 three times.  

2. Some of the methods we can use to study the Bible are by using:  

· Cross-references – look up the word in other parts of Scripture.

· Look the word up in a dictionary and a Bible dictionary.  

· Study the context and record some thoughts on how it fits together with the passage.  

· Look at why the word or phrase is crucial to the idea of the passage.  

Choose three words/phrases from the following list and study them using the methods above.

Fear the Lord –v. 11

Compels – v.14

Convinced – v. 14

A worldly point of view – v.16

Reconciliation – v. 18-20

The righteousness of God – v. 21


3.
What do you think is a key verse of the passage?  Why?

4.
Look at v. 14-15.  What should you be convinced of?  And if you’re not, how does this affect you and what can you do to remedy it?  

5. Describe some practical things that you have done or could do, now that you “no longer live for yourself, but for him who died for you and was raised again.”


Defining Terms and Times

1. Look at verse 20.  What does God call us?  

2. What is the real-life job description of an ambassador?

3. How does this have a spiritual parallel?

4. Look at Isaiah 43:10-13 and Acts 1:8.  What does God call us, and what’s the job description of one?  

5. In real life, what do they do?  

6. How does this look spiritually?  

7. Look at Ezekiel 33:7-11.  What did God call Ezekiel to be toward Israel?  

8. What do watchmen do in real life?  

9. How does this look spiritually?  

10. How does this apply to us today, since Jesus came to earth?  


Demonstration

Ambassadors – represent.

Witnesses – testify.

Watchmen – warn.

1. Where are you at in each of these three “callings?”  

2. How can you practically apply one of them today?  (How can you represent Christ, testify about salvation in Him or warn people about eternity to come?)

3. Memorize 2 Corinthians 5:14,15
A Heart For People II

“Love your neighbor as yourself” - Jesus Christ

Discussion
1. Who in your life would you most like to see come to Christ?                

2. How did you come to Christ and who led you?



                   

3. What is the biggest hindrance you face in sharing your faith?


Discovery

1. Read John 21:15-19 through two times.  Write down any observations.

2. What are the questions that you have from this passage?                                

3. Why do you think that Jesus asked Peter if he loved Him 3 times?

4. Who are Jesus’ “sheep” from verses 16 and 17?  Is this different than Jesus’ “lambs” in verse 21:15?

5. Do you think that you can love Jesus and not take care of His sheep? Explain.


6. How would you feel if you were in Peter’s shoes (or sandals)?

7. In your own words, briefly try to state the message that Jesus is giving to Peter.

8. What is your favorite verse from this passage? 


Defining Terms & Times

1. Make at least one cross reference for a word or verse of your choice.

2. What did Jesus mean when He said “Feed my lambs,” “Take care of my sheep,” and “Feed my  sheep?”
3. To help find the context, what significant event(s) had occurred before this conversation?

4. What event from Peter’s past might intensify this conversation with Jesus? (John 18:15-27)

Demonstration

1. Memorize John 21:15

2. Jesus said “Feed my lambs,” “Take care of my sheep,” and “Feed my sheep.”  What are some specific applications that you can draw from these three statements?

3. Do you think that this passage can be applied directly to you?  If so, what is your response to Jesus?

A Heart for People III

When I first moved to California, everyone told me that “In-N-Out” burgers had the best burgers.


Think of Evangelism that way.  When you tell someone about Christ through your testimony or a Gospel illustration, you are sharing good news.  We are not backing a loser.  You are talking about the most powerful, unconditional love on the planet.  In fact, Christ is the only thing that will truly satisfy them here, for eternity, and for the penalty of their sin.  

The word Evangelism is actually a transliteration (joining two words together) of the Greek words euaggelion (good news) and euaggelizo (to proclaim). 


Discussion
1. What motivates you to share your faith?

2. What are your fears in Evangelism?


Discovery:  Read Acts 17

1. What three cities did Paul travel to and what approach did He use with each people group?

2. In your circle of friends, what principles can you apply from this approach?

3. In verse 16, Paul was troubled by what He saw in Athens.  What troubles you about your generation?


4. Who are the poets of our day and what are they saying about God?

5. In verses 22-31, Paul presents the gospel.  How does he adapt his message to his audience?


Discovery

Remember, God is the one who ultimately draws people and changes the human heart.  His love for us is not conditional on how many people that we lead to Christ.  At times, our desire to share will only be spurred on by goals or obedience.  Let’s face it no one likes to be rejected.

However, when we can remove the fear, doubt, and disbelief, God’s love is a great motivating factor for us to share about the greatest love in our lives.

What confidence do the following verses give you?

Isaiah 55:11



Jeremiah 20:9



Jeremiah 23:29

1 Corinthians 2:1-5


2 Corinthians 5:14


1 John 4:19-20

Defining Terms and Times

1. In your own words, write out a definition of the word evangelism.

2. Think back to the time when you placed faith in Christ; what was it that finally won your heart?


Demonstration

1. From this study, what are some new principles of Evangelism that you learned?

2. Specifically, How could you live out these truths?

3. This week, pray and ask God to give you an opportunity to share your “story” or a gospel illustration.

4. Write down a verse from this study that you want to memorize:

5. If you have time, discuss these quotes as a group:

“Evangelism is a lifestyle not an event.”  Jim Peterson

“Evangelism is taking a good look at Jesus and telling people what you see.”  Lorne Sanny

A Heart for People IV



At SDSU there are students from over 92 countries of the world.  The campus is a melting pot of peoples and cultures.  The diversity offers many benefits, but also many challenges.  You most likely have friends from a variety of ethnic backgrounds.

1. What similarities and differences have you noticed between their cultures and your own?

2. What have been some barriers you have needed to overcome to relate cross-culturally?
3. If you have traveled to or lived in a different country, describe the differences and similarities between your own country and that of the country you visited.
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Discussion





Think about a time when you really messed something up.  What did you do and who was affected?  






































How did you feel after it happened?  























Were you forgiven for your mistake?  











How did you feel toward the person who forgave you?





Discovery





Read Luke 7:36-50.  The woman in this passage also had messed up by living in a way that dishonored God.  Though she had lived a sinful life, she was drawn to Jesus.  What is it about Jesus that draws people to Him?























What draws you to Jesus?


























Her actions were quite humbling and must have been very awkward for those present in Simon’s house to witness, yet she did it because of her love for Jesus and desire to express gratitude for His love and forgiveness.  How has understanding Jesus’ forgiveness freed you to express your love for Him?


























In today’s morally relativistic culture, most people view themselves as “good people.”  Simon probably thought this about himself, since he was one of the really religious Jews, i.e. a Pharisee.  Jesus told Simon a story to illustrate not only the “sinful woman’s” need for forgiveness, but his own.  Compare the relationship of the debtors to the moneylender with your own relationship to God.

















What was your debt?











How was your debt cancelled?











How have you responded?





The Depth of God’s Forgiveness:





Psalm 32:1-6














Romans 5:8














Ephesians 4:32














Colossians 2:13-14














1 John 1:9











The Depth of Our Need:





2 Chronicles 6:36














Ecclesiastes 7:20














Isaiah 64:6














Romans 3:9-18, 23














I John 1:8, 10






































Demonstration





Be honest before God and yourself—can you think of sin in your life that you have not dealt with?











Confess it to God and experience His forgiveness (Psalm 32:5).














Pray through Psalm 103—express your love in praise and thanksgiving to Him for His love and forgiveness for you.














Memorize Psalm 103:8-11.




















































































































Discussion





How would you compare your daily intake of food with your daily intake of the Bible?




















What hinders you from getting into the Bible?




















What motivates you to read the Bible?




















How has reading the Bible changed you or your views?





Discovery





Look at Psalm 119 








What would you say is the relationship between having a heart for God and a heart for the word? (vs. 10, 57, 114, 120, 137, 142, 156)






































How can God help you develop a heart for the word? (vs. 18, 27, 33-36, 73, 125, 144-146)



































What can you do to gain a greater heart for and grasp of the word? (vs. 11, 15, 23, 27, 48, 97, 147-8)





























What benefits can you reap from knowing and living according to the word? (vs. 30, 32, 49, 92, 98-100, 104, 111)





Defining Terms and Times





Define the word “meditate.”














Several of the verses in Psalm 119 talk about meditating on the word of God.  What might be some practical tools that can aid you in doing this?











Demonstration





Develop a plan for getting into the word of God on a daily basis.  





Goal:  Start with something realistic (perhaps 5-10 minutes per day).











Content:  Pick a passage of Scripture to begin reading.











Meditation: Keep a journal to write down the things you chew over and that God impresses upon your heart.











Place: Find a place you can go that will provide as little distractions as possible.











Time: Look for a regular time or something consistent within your schedule.











Ask God to help you not only develop discipline in this area, but a heart desire to meet with Him.






































Memorize:  Any verse from Psalm 119 that God impressed on your heart.








Discussion






























































Discovery





Read Genesis 12:1-3 three times.





List all the things God promised Abram.


























Why is the spread of the gospel vital for the fulfillment of this promise?

















What are the implications for the nations if they don’t hear about Jesus and his gospel?














Revelation 7:9-10








What is God’s desire for all the nations (see also Psalm 86:9)?





What did it cost Abram to follow God’s leading?




















Read Galatians 3:6-14 three times.





How are all nations blessed through Abraham (see also Romans 4:13-25)?


























How did you come to be included in this promise?





























Why is the spread of the gospel vital for the fulfillment of this promise?





























What are the implications for the nations if they don’t hear about Jesus and his gospel? 














Read Revelation 7:9-10 three times.





What is God’s desire for all the nations (see also Psalm 86:9)?









































Defining Terms and Times





Define Gentile.











Who is included in “the nations”?








DEMONSTRATION





God has called all followers of Jesus to be a part of making disciples of all the nations, whether by going, sending, praying, giving and/or mobilizing.  The Lord may or may not call you to cross an ocean, but there are opportunities right in your own back yard.  How is He asking you to be actively involved in His reconciliation mission among all the peoples of the world?  





Interview someone from an ethnic and religious background different from your own.  Ask them some questions about their family, values, culture, religion, goals, etc.  Ask them what they think of Jesus and the Bible.





Or





Consider volunteering some of your time to be a conversational English partner with an international student





Or





Go to www.joshuaproject.net or www.ad2000.org and find out about unreached and least-reached people groups.  Pick one group to find out more information on and to commit to pray for.  Your home church may have already adopted one of these people groups to pray for and/or make efforts to reach.





Memorize Galatians 3:14








“How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in?  And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard?  And how can they hear without someone preaching to them?  And how can they preach unless they are sent?  As it is written, ‘How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!’”


							~ Romans 10:14-15
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