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aoo even beillg parenls IhClll>cl, CS, lhe lXlMllCn. of rc"bialls and gay I11{>n 
may amicipale rejection from1tK."ir p"Tlncr's families and reduce con· 
loct as a from OfproteClinn (Kunlck. 1988), 

The hypot/K."sis lhal bolh leshian nlOlhel'5 and Ill.'lerost'lualllXlllll.'l'5 
would percei "e grcaler 50Cial ~uppor1 from lheir families lhan lesbians 
or hell:ro5C'lUals wiltlOUl children "'as nol supponcd by lile dalD, In· 
>lead. lhi..,", WaS an eff~'(:\ for loe"ual orielKation with Ill.'teru:sexual women 
reponing higha" Ie"e!s of family suppon Ihan lcWiaru;, Being a Ia;bian 
was aswcia1ed wilh holh Ie..<s family C(N11XI ar>(! lo....-er suppon from 
family of origin. and lhis eslrangemenl "'as nol O\'erromo: hy ha"ing 
children, 

Gay men ~i"ed Ie» .'JiOCial sUpporl fromlheir fami!i.-s. bul more 
social support from !he,l' frier>(!~ lhan did helCl'OSC"ual men. as found in 
cartia"n::sc:ardt (Crosbie·8urDC'l1 8:. Ildmbredtl. 1993: Kurdct 8:. Scttmiu, 
1987), As Kurdek (2003) has DOled. gay men m;ty be particularly relianl 
on a gay social nel"'O!'i1 for suppon and ll1lIy lhcTefore C(N1grega~ in 
large cilies. AtceS$ to supporth-e friends appeared to be consistent for 
gay men in lhe presenl Mud) "'helhe1'or DOll~ had children, 

SilKe familic:s oforigin are generally Ie..<s accqJting of same~S!'.' pan­
ners and Sl'C!hem less oflen lhan hetCTOSC'xual panncrs.. family mem­
ben may be Ic:s.< likely 10 obseo-e posit"·c demeTllS of the lame-sex 
relaliOllShip thai mighllElp lhem O\'el wme homophobia. 11'1:)' may 001 
ha,'C opportunities 10 ,,'itnc:ss and inlCr'\'Cnc on ro-parenting probIcms. 
Alienaled gay men and le.\.bians may al'iO be Ic:ss hkel)' 10 Sl'Ck family 
help in coping ¥I'ith ~pcocirlC issues SIK'h as relationship diffICUlties and 
ro-parenting probkms. 

lNg....e ofl)UOalt.......,.d Mila,ones in the C_ing.(}111 Process
 

MO<lliDme·"C. participants "'en: \Irongly idemifled as lesbian or gay 
and ¥1m:: generally open aboul lheir sexual identily, Lesbians and !a)' 
men may become more QUI as a n'sult of ha~in! children. This rould 
ocrur for a number of reasons. GLB parenlS may al'iO altemp: 10 creatc a 
less hornDpftobic WQrId for their dc:IcmdanlS. 

The presence of children ¥I'l.\ as.'\Ocialed ¥I'ilh increased poIilical in­
,'ol"emenl for Ie.\.bian mothers in this slIody and in lhe Nalional Lesbian 
Famil) Study (Gann:11 Clat. 1999.2000. in pn:ss). Lesbian and gay malt: 
parenlS may al'iO choose to li,'c in gay·affinnalh·c regions whm: lhey 
ha>'C grealer anon)'mity. aceess 10 resoun:-es. and opportunily to be QUI 
to select others. Raising t:hildfm in lite C(N1!Cxt of a same-".,x relalion­
ship may also male se.ual oricnta,ion 1lI0re difficull and man: COSily to 

hide, Memllel'5 of long-tenll cOllllnine<l parenting relationship> may ht: 
inclined 10 go 10geitICr to school functions and patent-leachcr confer· 
enccs, 11lereftlre, mcmoc'n ofcolluniued $ame-~x couples may be more 
OUI in gelll:l1lllhun lhose who arc raising children as single JXlrems. a", 
in newer relalionships. or don 'I havc chil<lren, 

Lesbians and gay Illen also differed on ,,'hen they reached mileslO'''''; 
in lhe comillg-oul process !l;,sW both onj!endcr and whether or nol lhey 
had children, 11'1: hypoltlQis lhal lesbian mothers and j!ay fathers would 
reDC'h mileslones in the wming-()lll procesli laler than 1eshians and ga~ 

men ¥I'as supponed byourdala, DiffcrenCCli wereCQnsislcntly f<MInd for 
both parenling S1atus and gcndcr, GLB ~ms wffe older than GLn 
pmic'ip"lIls ...·ilho"l children, 

Lesbian mothmo gcllCr.llly reached each milestone in the wming-OUl 
procc!'is Ihr« 10 Ihc rears lat..r lhan Ie-;bians ¥I'ithoul children. Mean 
SCOrl..-S indicate IIw lesbian mother.. cxperienced an approximalely len­
) ear delay bct"'een fin.! noticing a same i\CX anraetion in lheir late teeru; 
and ha\'ing a SOIme·SCJl relationship and disclosing their sexual orlenUl--­
lion in !heir laiC l¥l'cnlies_ Tbc ages at ¥lhkh lesbians withoul childn:n 
reilChed earty milcMones in the coming OUI proco' ¥I-erc C(N11panbie 10 
thoo.c reponed by RIlSl (1993) III asan1Jle that did DOl aewun: for parenting 
galUS; partic'lpall!.'i first nociccd an allf3oClion during lhcir carty high 
school )'Cars. qUOlioned their sv."al Idcnmy at age 17. and lhought of 
lhem.el,c:s as lesbian or bisexual around age 21. 

Based on mean Slt'(lfb. gar men had SlIme-i\CX aluactionli. ....en: sexu· 
ally acti>·c. had quolioned their S!'xual Klcntityas lernagcn. and had 
hecn in same-S!'X relauQnshlps and disciol.cd lheir oricmalion by their 
mid·I¥l'CTllie$. Both gD) men ....ilh and ",!hout chi\drcon first notiad a 
same-sc. altr1lClion around age 10 and had thtir first liDme-i\CX sexual 
cxp.-ricnce during lheir 16th )'c;,r, Gay fathen rachcd all other mile­
gOl'lC5 an a"cngc of 2.5 years 10 4 years later tlwt gay men without chil­
dren .. ilh tht greateSt mean diffen:nce in the age of i\Cxual onenlation 
self-disdosIJn:. 1berefore. lIay fathen; elopeOenced a longer period of 
uncenainly and silence aboullhe,r sexual identity lhan gay men wilhoul 
children t1espilt: slmil:ll" age.s of initial same·sex allr:>ctions and cur­
n:mly similar Ldenlificalion ... gay. Some fatlten may han, ha.d children 
in part to ;n'oid wming-OUl and the presence of chiklren llIay al'iO have 
CQIllribule(l 10 lhis delay, 

T1lcse resull5 arc lhe filSllO ~ the ages al .. hich gay men with 
and without children come out They partially replicate the findings of 
Morris 0:1 al. (2002) ...ilh lesbiall'o. Gay falhers are 001 qui,", SO delayed in 
reaching mileslolte!I and generolly wme OUI earlier !han "omen. They 
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may, Ikrefore. IJ{)/ face lhe ,lre,;!o01"S poslulaled for lesbian IllOlhers of 
being much ollkr Ih~n OIher IllCl11ber<: of lhe gay communily Wilh similar 
life experience or el1CQllnlering nlCn their own agc who arc much further 
aloog in the coming-out process (Morris ct al .. 20(2). 

Additional diff~'T"Cn<:e~ may ui.'>l bct"-een gay men and lesbians in the 
cOllung-out process. Regan!less of their parcming ,latUS. gay men appear 
to be aware of their 5Cxual identity at a much earlier age lhan lesbians. 
Gay men hlld smaller "mances than leshians illlhe ages al "'hich lhey 
arnie"ed milestones. "ith Mandan! deviations ranging from 4 10 8 years 
for gay fa1tten and non-fathen compared 10 6 to 10 )'ears for lesbian 
mothers and noo·mothcrs. O,....-r.dl. t~ lindings;oppear 10 iii with prior 
thoeory and research sugg~inglh31 gay men comc ~I earlier and in a 
more ~uenlial pauern than "'<linen (e.g.• Diamond & Sa,·in·Williams., 
200J; Wcinberg. Williams, & f"ryur, l~). 

"The laSi hypolhesis was also supponed by lhe dala. Lesbian "'umen 
",110 had rnildren hefore rominll out (BC moIher<)reached all six mile­
SIOflCS in tho: coming-out Pf'lX'CSs later lhan lesbian moIhcr.i ",110 had 
children aflercoming out (AC mothers). Therefore. lite S1ud)'s IIndings 
replicated the e;orlier rese;u"Ch by Morris el a!. (2002). allhough BC 
mothers in the pre<ent Sludy C1IIh: QUI 4 10 8 )'C3f1llaler than AC II'lOIhers. 
comp;v-ed 10 a J to 5 )"Car differeroec: in !he Lesbian Wellness Suo"CY. 
Thr experiena of Be mothen may be '"er)' difTernll from thai of AC 
moIhen. BC II10Ihers CJlperieneed a <ubSlanlial gap beI"lXn firstllOlic· 
ing a SlII1lC-sn allr.tCtion (age 21 on a"eT:lgeJ and beroming aeti"e and 
identified as lesbian, on a'"enge no! disclosing 10 l:llhen unlil age 34 on 
a''CI''ag('. Dunng UlIS period. Iltey may ha\"C uperienced consickrable 
disl1l:SS relaled 10 nis"ng chi~1\ '" hile being closcted. As Morris eI al. 
(20021 noICd. Be modtcr< may ha,'~ ~n dcla)-N in lheir abilily 10 corne 
OUI due 10 ha' ing ctukRn and hI.rstwId>. Be n10lllers may 1Ia,"C also been 
signific:lllily older lhan lesbians at SImilar .stages in the coming-OUl pro­
ees.s and than AC moIhm ""ith dlildR:n of equi\"1.lem age. BC moIbc:n; 
m3Y iniually find lItc) ha"e lillie in common ....ith AC I11OIl'Iers and 1e5bi­
am withoul dukRn. particul:w1y if Be mothers ha"e I1iIiscd bioIogicaIl)­
conceived children in Itctel'O$Caual mainSiream cuhu~ ....hile many AC 
moIItcrs rna) ha,"C pl:mned 10 ha,..: dleir chiltfton lIwugh altemale mell1-­
ods (e.g.• via adoption or donor insemination) and 10 n1ise them in tlte 
allernate GI.B communily. lnilial adjuSll1lCm to a le:sbian CIIIIImunity 
m3y lherefon be particularly difficull for lhe BC moIltcrs group. 

Sequenlial orstage models ha'e boIh lheirbenelilsand theirob~ious 

limils. Mcan scores lend 10 Itiglllighl luming pomlS in 5Cxual idcmity 
developmenl ... hose signiliC'allCe may vary according 10 lhe indi,·idual. 

Re.uh. from lhe turrenl sludy .liould nOi he imerprcled 10 prescribe 
specific lk\'dopmenlal ages al "hich indi~iduals normally pass lhrough 
mile.lOlICS. Mean ..cnre.' leoolo ob>cure lhe fact lhal specific iooividu­
als reach mi IeSIOl\C. in differenl orders. For inslance. " hile mcan >cores 
Illay irtdicatc lhallesbial\ 11101her.; first disclos,:d lheir se1ual idemily al 
age 27. AC nlOllter..disclosed "hen they were 21. and BC moIllCTS when 
tbey were approximalely 3,5 years of age. 

IJMITA,7'10NS 

Thr >ludy ha. ~ llumber of limilalions nlOlol of "hkh are familiar 10 
GI.B researclters.1ltc Chil Union Sludy sample consisted primarily of 
F..uropean-Antc1iean. wCIl..,.;lucaled. and affluent participants con";s­
lenl "'illt samples found III prior GLB restarch. 1ltc cu=nt S1udy's 
generalitabilily is limited 10 individuals ....illl lhe abme demographic 
characleri5tlcund ",110 are I\lO<>Ilikly lite more \-isible members oflhe 
GI.B populalion, 

Couples that had ei~ilunionsduring tlte fil"Sl )'car of thai k:ghlation 
may be COrt>idernI pioneers ",110 are perl1aps more socially and polili­
cally X1i,c llwt 0Iher's.. A majorily of oouplel. did noIli,"C in VennooL 
and lherefore risled discrimin.ation by making their sal1lC·seX relation­
!>hips a mailer of public m:ord ....hile no! reaping legal benefits from the 
unlOll. 1b:$c indi,·tdua1s may ha'e fell particularly comfOl1able ",'illl 
their c:cOtlOll~C SialUS, ~al support. and sexual orienlal.ion. allhough 
demognlflhics WUCSIlhcy life SinularlO parlICIpanIS in OIherGl.B swd­
ies. As '" ilh Other researclt on Iesboans and gay men. !he cu=nt Sludy 
included pariieipanls ",110 open in their 5Cxual oric'nlalion. Recruiting 
lesbiam and 1;1) men ... Ito:lre less out 's clWlenging gi,"Cn the hiddrn 
n31llre of lhis popubllOl\. 

Tbc: Ci"il Union Slud) qucSiionnaifl' (Sokmon eI al .• 20(4) "'OIS no! 
designed specirlC1llly for a p3fl'rlIing S1udy. and lite pre:senl srudy' s anal· 
)'>CS ....en: run on an exi~ling dIlla M:I. In addiuon. the Sludy faced an al. 
~ unh"CTS31 probkm in researcl1wlllt gay men: the rc:cruilmenl of an 
adequale sample siu of gay falhen. Ho....e'"Cr. tlte inclusion of40 gay 
couples pro'ides one of ,Ite largC:S1 sal1lflle:s in lhe pa5lt"''O decades of 
rc:searclt wilh gay fathers, 

A combinalion ofquanhtali'"C and quaJilall\'e ~arch may also help 
GLD re.o;c:an:hen and rommunil)' members 10 idenlify boIlt pauems and 
unique e'peri(nce~oflitis helcrogellCOUS populalion. Large populaliOl\­
based sun"C)"i and qucslionnail"C fl:$Carch .uch a, the Civil Union Siudy 
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pmvidc import~1H informntion regardi'lg lMgcr pallcrns and potenlial 
differenli~1 impact offoctors ~lIch D' gender. parcming stalUS. ~nd OUltlCSS 

D( till: lime of becoming a P.1reIll. Conlinued study of indh'idual narratives. 
panicularl~ longitudinal rcscarch slOCh as lhal oondlOClcd b~ Gartrell et aI. 
(1996. 1999.20001 and Puncr.;oo (1992.1996) will help getlCm'e DlkIi· 
tional research questions and provide ,nelllorable examples. for a(\\"()('acy 
and clinical inlc.....entions. 

During ,he cum:nt era. il may be lWlicularly impoftDtlllosponsor and 
publicize rcsearch about lesbian atld gay male parenls. As >.ame·sex 
maniagc and parenling hal~ ix'romc more visible and tCl."hnologicaily 
reasible.llley hal'e also become more oontrol'crsial and political. Con­
sen·,ni~ mm~ms to ban gay marriages and dvil unions. as ",~Il as 
same·sex lldopIion. have been gaining ll'Olucmurn in recem years. E\~n 

in libcr.ll geographic Iocalions. fTO<PC(1i\'e GtB parenlSand communil) 
members ",ill regularl)' nl:ll.c bchal ioral decisions thai hide 0" f'e·..c.allheir 
sclual idemily. and Ihe!oC choires clln impact ... ell·being. social support. 
J"l"'ming ~isions. and economic slallls. 

NOTE 
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