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effeCl wa, found for parenting .lalllS. F( I,.SSQl .. 7.69./1 < .oJ. Parcnls 
(M '" 5.7, SO = 1.1) we", signifICantly higher In degree ofdi-.clo-.ure 
Ihan lho..e "'ilhotH children (M = 5.4. SD = 1.3). A main cffCCl w... IlOI 
foond for gender; 110 signific:ulI diff~nce exisled br:1Yl'eo:n gay men 
and lesbian~ on dey« or discloo.urc:. Tbe inlCr.X'lion bel"'ft11 gender 
and p;m:nlilli '1<IIlI' "'as al!iO IlOIHignifi<:-"",. 

We spoo.Ilaled thaI ksbian mtlIhtn and py falhets would Kxll mile­
..ones in lhe coming-out process later ItwIlr::sblan. and g;I.} men "ith· 
OUl childn'n. respecli.-r:ly. A2 ~nder) X2 (parenllng SI<lIUS) analysis of 
\-anancc "'as ronductrd f...- exh mileslonr:. For the sexU3J aurxtion 
\·riablr:. a main effect "'as found for parenling slatus. 1'11,571) = 6.83. 
P < .01. P_nts fi~ ~iced a ~-~x :lllr.ll;lion ala la""'. (M = 155 
)'QI$. SD= 9.3) than indi,'idua!s without children (M = 12.0. SO = 5.7'. 
A main effect _ al!iO found for gender. FtI.571) .. 58.19. P < .1))1, 
Ga) men ri~ lIO(iced a ...me-~1 atlIaC1ion al a slgnlficantJ) e:niiel 
age (M .. 9.8 ~ars. SO: 3.8) than lesbians (M .. 14.9. SO: 8.0). TIle 
inler1lClion bct ..'CCn pareming st:Irus and gender ""Ob also significant. F 
(1.571): 4.13. p < .05. ~paralc one·way ANOVAs wen: conducted in 
order to COl1Ip;lI" sintple drCCb of lhis inter:lCtion. Lobi;m mothers 
we"" ,ignirieantly older (M '" 16.9. SO: 9.8) m..n lesbians Wilhoul chil­
dren (M: 13.6. SD: 6.2) when they firslll(l(iced a same·sex auraclion. 
F( 1.]75): 15.44. p < .001. Gay falhers were: not ,;gnifieanlly differe:1ll 
(M. 10.1. 50.3.8) from gay "",n without children (M: 9.7. SO: 3.8). 
fll.I96) ...59. /,: n.'. However. gay falhe!) fi!)l l1OIie.:d a same-sex 
sexual auraeli"n al a sigllifieall1ly younger age than bottl Ic,biannlOlhers. 
F( 1.186). 11.67./, < .001. and bbians wilhout dlildren. F( 1.265): 
3.41. p: .00 I. Gay m"n withoul children flr.l lIQlked a ,anlC-SCX sexual 
a1tr~clion al a ,ignHicantly younger age lh~n holh k,bian nlOlhcn<. 
F{ 1.3(6) • 72,75. I' < .00 1. and le,bians "ilhoul eh ildren. r ( 1• 385) : 
49.72./1<.001. 

Th" ~cond variable examined III" aile al which respondems fir'l 
qlJe)lioned "'hr:lher they WeK gay. lesbian. or biSC.tual. A main effecl " ..s 
found for pa""nling stalUS. F(1.566) : 24.86.1' < .001. Parents firsl 
que->lioncd lheir sexual orienlation lal"" (M • 21.3 years. SO : 9.3) than 
individuals wlll!oul ehild"'n (M: 16.6. SD .. 5.4). A main effect "'as 
also found ror gender. F(1.566)"' 54.33.p< .001. Gay men firsl ~iced 
3 "",me-sc~ amaclioo al a sigRificamly earliel age (M: 14.6 ~·"atS. 

SD .. 4.4) lhan lesbians (M: 19.9. SD .. 7.8). TIle interaction bet"een 
~nling status and gender ....~ not sillnificanl. 

lk min:! '7liablc CX3mined sexual idmtily formation. i.e., speciflC':lllly 
the • al "1Iich ~ frr;t COR!iidcn:d \hanseh'eS ga). Ie.bian. or 
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biscxunl (GLB). A main effect "'';IS found for JXlfCnting stalus. F( 1.578) '" 
34.0~.1' <: flO I . I'a",nt._ fiN considered themsel\'c:s to IJl, GLB at a sig­
nificamly older age (/11 = 2~.6. SO. 9.3) than individual. witl>out chilo 
drt'll (/11 = 20.4. SI) = 6.1). A main cffcct was also found for gender. 
P(I,578) = 2~.n.JI <: .001. Gay men first consi<krcd thcmsch'C5 to be 
GLB at a .igniflCantly earli~T ~'C (!If" 19.2 years, Sf) =6.2) than lesbians 
(M = 23..5. SO = 8.0,. The intcr;lction betwcen parenting status and 
gender wa5 nonsignificant 

11>c: founh variable examined the age at "hich respondents first told 
someone d<;c: they "'ef't GL8. A main cffeo;t was found for p.1rt'nting 
staIU!:. f'(1570) .. 34,82, p <: .1))1. I~Jrent" fiN IOld SO~ tlJl,y were 
GLB at a significantly older agc (M. 26.5. SO .. 9.5) than individuals 
without childrt'n (M = 21.6, $1)= 5.8). A n\.Jineffcd was also found for 
gntder. f'{1570J = 11.32. P =.001. Gay men !irst told someono: they 
wneGLB at a signifICantly carlicragc (M .. 21.0)eaI'S. SO '" 6.0) than 
lcM:>ians (M = 24.3. SD = 7.9). 11>c: interaction bet"un parentilll! status 
and ~ndcr "'"s nonsignifICant. 

'floe fiflil V'Jriablc e..amined the age at "hid! respondentJ: first had a 
§cxual C'xpcricnt1: "ith a mcm~ of the same §cx. A main ef(eo;t "'lI!i 
found for parcnting status. F(I..579) • 6.71. P =.01. ParentJ: had a 
first §cxual npcticoce au signiflC'lll1lly olderagc (M = 22.7 yC';us, SO '" 
10.1) than individuals without children (M .. 18.8, SO = 6.4). A main 
effcct was al,;o found for gender. H1.579) = 95.90. I' <: .00t. Gay 
mcn had a first §cxual c:..\pcrient1: at a signirlnllll) e.lier:q!C (!If = 1504 
rears. SD = 5.6) than lesbians (M" 22.4. SO '" 8.0). The: interaclion 
bd...·ecn parentin! status and gc:ndc:r ... as nonsigmftcarlt. 

Thc: siuh variablc: e:tamined the: at<' at ... hid! respondents MtI1heiT 
first 'Cxual anlVor romantic: n:1:Uion~p ,,'ith a mc:mbc:t-ofthe: samc §c.\. 
A main efTect ,,"ti fwnd for parenting status. F{ 1..5(7) = 20.74.1' <: .O:U. 
Parents fir:st had a same·sc,\ sexu.allromantic n:lationship at a signi!i· 
cantly older age (!If = 25.6 )·ears. SO. 9.j) than individuals ....ithout 
cltildn:n (M", 21.6.S0,. j.6). A mam dfe<:l ....as a1sofOllnd for gendcT, 
F( 1..5(7) = 5.71. P < .05. Gay men firsl had • samc·sc,\ seJliuallronwuic 
relationship at asigniftcantlyearlier age (M '" 21.6 ynn. SD '" 6.1)!han 
lesbiaw;; (M = 23.6. 51) = 7.8). The: intel1lClion bet....een parenting status 
and gendrr ,,-as _signifICant. 

Our final h}pothesis ...as that lesbian mothers .. ho had children 
before roming OIIt will n:3Ch milestones in the: roming-.oul process 'atCT 
than lesbian rnot/'KT;\ ...·hohad children afta'roming out (lhc: number of 
gay fathers ....s too small to compare in Ihis ......yl. A §cries ofOIIC·way 
anal»es of v,lrb~ " ..... conducted. Welch'S statutic "'35 used 10 adjust 

for heterogendty of variances whc:re they cxisted. To summarize tbe 
fllldi ngs below. lesbiuns "ho had children bcforc:-.eoming-out <-hereafter 
rercrrod to as BC mothers) reached all dc"c1Oflmentalmilcstont<i in the 
coming-Qut prclCCSS at significantly older ages than lesbians who had 
children aflcr-.eoming-QUt (AC mothc:rs).

Be mothers firsl noticed an allrnclion to another woman al a later age 
(101. 20.6 years. SO '" 11.3) Ihan AC mothers (M = 13.3. SO = 6.3), 
1"( 1.13R) = 23.12.1/ <: .001. Wdch'SSlalislic (1.9004) '" 20.47. I' <: .00 I. 
BC mothers fiN que.,tiont:d whether they mighl be Icsbian or biSC:Awl al 
a lalCragc: (101 = 29.2 years. SO '" 10.0) than AC mothers(M =17.5. SO" 
5.8). F( 1,134) • 73.7 Lp <: .01. Welch'~ stati"ic (1.89,7) = 65.15, I' <: _001_ 
BC mothers first considered thtomseh'Q lesbian or bi§c,\ual al a later a~ 

(M =33.8 years. SO -9.1) than AC r'IlCJIht>rs (M = 20,8. SD '" 5.5), 
/''{1.I37) = IOS.OS. P <: .0 I, Welch'Sstalistic ( 1.93.4) '" 97.12. I' <: .00 I. 
BC mothmi first lold anotho..T pc:f5On they "'~ lesbian or bi§c,\ual al a 
bter age (M. 34.7. SD. 8.4) lhan AC mothmi (!If = 20.9. SO = 5,71­
1'l1.1381 = 133.27. p <: .Ql, Wc\dt's statistic (1.103.6) '" 123..58. I' <: ,001. 
BC mothers first h.;Id a )oC.\ual c,\pcrient1: ....ith another ",'oman at a later 
agc (M '" JOJ years. SD. IO,j) !han AC mothers (M '" 19.6.50 = 6.3). 
p <: .001. F( 1.138) = 55.~. Welch' ~ §IaIlslic (1.94.9) = 49.95, I' <: .01. 
BC mothers first had a :>exual or romantic: relationship ,,-ith alKllher 
...'0rtI3Il:it a later age (M" 31.9 )'e;us, SO = 9.9) than AC mOlhmi (M = 
21.3. SD. 6.2). FlJ.IJ4J '" 58.53.1' <: .001. Weld!'s slaliSlic(l.963) = 
53.44.1' <: .001. 

DISCUSSION 

1l>c eurrent ~tooy h<t. :>e''Cf1l1 novel features. It is lhc: flTSl to focu§ on 
eight grouP> 0( Ic:shians.gay IIlcn, hc:teroSt1ua1 men. and helc:roSc:xual 
..ontcn as a function of their p;trenting status. Participants ..~re IKII 
n:cruilCd for a ,IOOY ofparent,ng. thereby rcducing §clc:clion bias poIen­
lially found in prior studies. In additlOO. mis stooy focused on dcmo­
graphic and secial eharJClc:nstics ofp;lR'nlS.....hilc prior GLB pan:nting 
R:SC:lrdt has ~ud the adju~menl of d!ikkea Whilc t\., IOOlI nom­
berofgay fathc:r.i was small.lhc: prc:sc:ntl'C!iC'arch 1lC''CTIhc1c:ss ronstilUlc:S 
OIIC of the largest stooies v.-ith gay falhc:rs in .lolIme-§cx couples-another 
indication of the low base: rate of gay falhc:rs in parenting n:scareh and 
the difliculties encOUlllen:d in sampling mis group. Thc: unique: sibling 
desigll allov.c:d for OOIttparison of indi,-iduals "'ith similar family and 
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demogt:lphic bad;~rounds arld ....as e~lerlde<1 fllf lhe first time lO include 
Categori1.alioo of participantS based 00 parenling ~l~tu~_ 

Response Rale 

The response ralC was 82 percenl among mc:n1bo.n of ..ame-...,. cou­
ples w,'" chit unions and slighlJy lo".-er for melTlbc:rs ofsame-... oouplc::s 
""ilhoul ci"il Unions and for membc:r:s of helerosexual manit'<! oouple:s. 
Todosi;C:-'ic. Rothblum and SolooIIOl' (in press) swve)'C'd 11 separW ~ 
ofcwpks ... ho had ci"il unioos and found a similar1y high k\d ofpartie. 
ipalion. The response nile of60 pc:rtent among same-Sl'1 ooupln ..-i..,­
OUI ci~il union....-as comparable 10 earlier Slll'\'cys "'ilh Ic:sbiam (e.g.• 
Balsoun. Bc:auchaine. Micl.c:y. &:. Rothblwn, in press; Morris &; Rothblum. 
1999,. Fifly·lWO perrenl ofhc:tero>c.J.ua1s ",110 "'-en mailed Ci,·il Unioo 
Study ljucstionnaires also panicipaled. Considering lhe: length or the 
mailed questionnaire and the lack ofoompensat'oo for participants. the 
o"crall response rate "'-ali high. 

IHlnographk ruc/on 

In generul. thi' .ample .-..sembled lhe dc:mogrnphie profilc of other 
sludies of lesbians aoo gay men in lhal particip;llll' lcnded 10 be ... hilC. 
....ell·educ~led. and afnuem. Among GLB partici[XlIllS. lhe pre~nce of 
childrerl did not appear 10 he highly innuenli~1 on lllcse vuriubles. For 
cxample. parems wcre older thun Ihose wilhollt children presumably he. 
cau.;,: older p"rlicip~nts had more lime 10 h~vc chil<lrcil while ynunger 
purlicip,ulls mighl be planning 10 rnise a fmnily evcntually. Tile major· 
ily ofparticipanls "'ere European·American. and elhnicily did not differ 
as a funclion of parem; ng SlatuS or scxu~1 orientalion. Therefore. memo 
bers of civil onion oouples appeared to be nominating friends from 
.imilar elhnic Pn<l rJcial ~roop", 

Acccss 10 Ie~bians an<l gay lnen from ethnic minorilies andfor lowCf 
sociocconomic groops remains limiled for a number of reasons. Less 
lhan len pcrcem of indi"idual~ from the enlin: civil unioo populalion 
were n>embers ofelhnic minorilies-much lo...'er ralCS lhan encountc:rc:d 
in lhe: generul population (c.g.• Spraggins. 20(3). GLB n::sean:h I)"pi­
cally engages Ie.... participants of (1)1or c"cn in :IIudies thaI aUempt 10 
o"n--S:lmple lhem (c.g.• Balsam el al .. in press). GLB elhnic minorilies; 
may ha\'c been unli~cl)' 10 ~k civil unions for a number of n::&'iOIIS in· 
etudinllhe COS! o(lr:II.\"e] and concans aboul flCing diseliminalloo for 
!lC1Ual orienlalion as well as ethnicily and possibly lender. The: swe of 

Vennom i. 97% Cauca~ian ...·hich is pOlclllially anolhcr disincemi ,'e for 
1J':l"d. 

Women ....ithout children "''Cn: more educaled lhan mothers bul did not 
ha'l: hi~hcr occup'lIiooa151alU~or i1lOOf11oCS. As in Olher srud~s.lesbians 
....ere _ t'<!ucated and h:.td higher incomes "'an he"'rosuual ....omcn 
(Black. GalCS. Sandcrs. &; Taylor. 2003; ROlhblum &; Factor. 2001; 
ROlhblum. Balsam. &; Mickey. 200-1,. Inlen:stingly. Jc!;bian IJl(llhers did 
not appear 10 be Ie:s.s educaled or 10 e.~PCl ic:,oce rc:duced geographic: m0­

bility ""hen l:'Oltlparod 10 Iesbian5 wilhoul ehildn:n. 1besc: results reph. 
COtle!he filldings of Morris eI aI. (2002) Ih:ll. c:oru:rary 10 c~pc:euolions. 

lhe ~ orchildren did not Jlre''CnllobiaW> from auellding college. 
lil'ClJllI emplopnent. or JIlO\'ing l(l pursue loOC1al or ~ opportunities. 
Ekmg gay or a father did 001 lad 10 o;i8niflC'~nlly reduced edoc:llional 
anainmc:nt. occupalional51arns. or income. 

ForbOOl gudas. participanlS .....ilhoulehlldn:n "'~ mon: likely 10 li,-,: 
III largcrcilies. The: utbwI selling may he ks!. conducive 10 ",ising cM. 
llren leOlding pan:nlS 10 setlle in 'mailer IO\\-ns and suburbs. Ho.....",.".. as 
in prior siudies (Laumann "I al.. I~: ROlhbluril &; Factor. 2(01). a 
high pereenl"8" orga)' men and labians lived in large and mediumeilin 
l'O".ibly a. a proocti'·c ...·ay of coping ... illl homophobia. gaining gre~"'r 
anonymity and dislance fmm eu"nIIl-d family. and illCn:3~ing opportu­
nities for finding a supporti"e (1)l11l11unity. Lesbian aoo gay male parems 
muy. lher~fore. have 10 clloose bel.....Un living in a cilY with its gn:uler 
social .ypporl and proximily 10 other GLB pan:nlS and living in a rlOrl­
urban scuing wilh ilS grealer re'>(lurec:.s and safety for children. 

This .ludy .... a. lhe firsllo e~:II"ine religious affllialion and invol,-e_ 
mcnl as a funClion of bolh pilrenling .,latus arid se~u,,1 oricnlalion. Tile 
100ai $:Imple waS not highly religious in affi liillion. The 10.... rales of reli. 
g\oo, affil ialion arid infrequent religin..., ""rvi~ aUCrldaocc reported by 
lc.,bians and gay men in Ibis ,ludy are oon,,,tenl "ilh research u'ing 
large convenience $:Irnples (MOrTi~ CI al" 20(2) aoo tOrIlparisons ofsib­
lings (ROlhblurll & Faclor. 2001: Rotllbiuni Cl al.. lOOt). 

Parenls did allend rdigiotls services morc frequenlly lhan panici. 
panls ...·i1l1001 children. Religiou~ pr1IClkes also shiflt'<! from ehildbood 
10 adultbood and sug~sted declining in"oh'cmenl in formal religious 
membersbipamoog lesbiansand gay men. Rc:ganlles~ of their p;=ming 
,Illlll'<- many lesbians and gay men n:pon...-d ha"ing spirilual prxlice:s 
lllal do 001 fil a formal ....Iigion. Almost one·lhird of he:te:Tosexual 
"''OlIll:n "'ithout children also n:poned ha"ing informaJ spirilual prac. 
lices C()lIIpamJ 10 a much kw.er pc:rtenl-age of hct~uaJ JTIOlhers. 
Ik:1erose"ual mothers lI\3Y IhCldQre ha,"C PMIieularly ,;a)ued a formal 
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rcligiou. upbringing for lheir chi l(Jren or confornll:(J to social prc»ure 
to rai '" a rd igiou. family. "'hilc I~.bian mothers (Jid nOl.. 

Parents from salll(:-SC~ CQUples may also hu\'e uncmpted to raise their 
young children wilhin a religious community either by maintaining 
connection w;lh their chi IdhOO<l religion orjoining a new (\ct>Omination. 
The_'\C GLB flo3-rcnt~ may IIllI·e subscquclltly c:<perieoced discrimination 
or diffil·ulty ,,·ith religious doclrine and dropped their oclive religious 
involvemenl. fl'lnirolarly once their ctJildren were older. 

While they ".."re not Il"II)r'e fomlally religious in affilialion. lesbillJ1 
mothers "erc: tn(ll"e poIilically active in lhoe GLB rights mo'·ement than 
were lesbians wilhoul children. Gartrell el at (1999. 20(0) also found 
lesbian mothcr$1O be high in deg~ ofpolitical activism. Concern about 
the impacl ofdi.o;criminalion On their childrcn and Jl"f'-'Iltal righls mighl 
moti,'2!e SOOl(: won....., 10 increase l/w:':1T" political in,"<lI,-e.....,nt after having 
children. The Jlf"'>oence of childrtll was not associaled Wilh increased 
polilical act;'·it}' by gay .....,n. 

Cllild liNd PII~.' CllllrtUUrijli" 

A fairly Ilomogl-nous pattem ...'3$ foundamoog heterosoe:<ual married 
coupl~. (h·er 80 percent of nwried he1em<e~ualshad childml. These 
hetemsexuaJ p.arents ~nmoJly reponed ha,-ing K'-erallttna~ childr= 
through their cum:nl reJatioM-hip and living filII-Ii....., ...ith lheK chil­
dren. Parenlhood "'"lI~ Ie» freqllCllt and parellt-<hild relaliom.hips IllOIl' 

het~neausartlOIlg mcmber5 of same-Kx couples. Less than 40 per. 
cenl or leMlians and 20 JltI"IlI of ga} men "'"U!: parmts. T1lc majority 
of leMlian and gay nuIe p;u-enlS had at least one child from a pre>'ious 
relalion'sh'p.... hilt: only one-thtrd had any childKn from ~ir ....1IT~nl 

rel3lionship. 
Lesbians and gay.....,n spelll less 11""" per year Jh'ing ,,·itll their chil­

dren than did hnernsoe~.w "'"()ffl(:11 and men. ~,~Jy. Almost 40 per­
cenl of gay fll1tlers l't"pOr1ed thaI the" childKn ......·er visited them. and 
the majorilyof gay fathe~ reported that their childKn did not li\"C ....ilb 
lhml at all during the )ar. Is this dllt: to hornophobla ill e~-partn.:n (r:-g_ 
the childrl:-n'$ mother)? Are couru PK'<mIing gay fathcr$ from visi!a· 
tion righl~? Or tb:s the rllCt Ihat gay father< ha'"C rllO\"Cd away 10 large 
cil~s mean that they ,·isi, the cMdn:n in their former locatIOnS r~ther 

than the children eorning to $(;Iy with the dado.?This is an i~1 area. 
and should be the foclls of flllure research. 

In ,his 5.aqlIe. mer three~u."1rtCtSofgay falhcr$ "'"U!: in ci.-il unions--a 
higher percn1la~ than found among gay men ....ithoul childml. This 

compari>on sugge't' that gay fadlers in gcner~1 might be more inclined 
toward traditional family ~lruclUrcs and toward legal recognition. uf tocir 
rclationi-hip than gay men "'ithOOt children. 11 ;s also possible that gay 
men are more likely 10 10>1: children in cus,ody ca.es and. lhu•• sought 
out the legal proteelioo of a civil unioo. 

COI/fIJCI ...·i'" f"IJ"'Uy ofOrig/II IIlId !wdlJ/ Support 

T1lc influence of parenting StalUS alld o;exlla] orientation on contacl 
..-ith families ororigin differed ror men and ""OIl"Il:n. Compared to lesbi· 
ailS, heleroKlwl "'"OIItcr1 Ii ,·cd eloser to 'heir fathers. had more frequent 
contacl .... i,h both their mothe~ and fathe.... and "·ere more likely to 
bring lheir partne~ along "'hen ,i,i,illg their p;>renlS. Howe,·e.-. the pres­
ence ofchildren did not signirlClnlly impacl •.-omen·s rontllCt "'ilh their 
families ororigin. C~ 10 .....,n ",·ilhout children. falher!i had more 
f.-..quent ronlacl and li'-ed ckN'r 10 their famil~s of origin. Het<-rosc::<­
ual and gay .....,n did not diffl-'T 00 family ronlXl. Tberdon::. for "'"UlTlCn. 
the most important f:l("tor in preodi<;-ling ron,acl ...·ith family oforigin "''3'; 

>C1UaJ oric:llIIlion. "'llile for.....,n it ...-~, p;lfl:nting $latus. 
Sexual orientation "'115 al>o more lI11por!aIll than Jl"f'-'nting status fOl" 

rd;uionshi", wilh partner's pamlIs- G:.y men and Ic::sbians felt ~ ac­
~ by lhc1r partner<' pamlIS than did their heterosexual countapar!S 
(consistent ... ith Kun:ld,'s (2001) findings], and being a p;uent did not 
signirw;;w1y incn;ao;e perce1\"Cd~. Lesbians and gay men ",'err 
less likely than their heterosewaJ COUnterparts 10 rctti'·e holidoty gim 
or nrds addn-ssed to both themseJ\"CS and their partnocn; appro,imateJy 
2$ ""lCtilt ofgay men and 20 percml oflesbians did not ~i,ea .>lngle 
bollday canJ or protnl lhal ...-as addr"Csscd 10 them from one of their 
partner's parmt~ o"e.- the JlR'vious ye¥. Certain mainstream heterosex~ 

uaJ families may e~pc-ntnce helghteQCd dillkulliG ,,·hen an adull child 
1$ in I long-term s:tlt"If:·SCll relalionship. T1lc presence of a committed 
panner might make both lhe adult child·s scxual onenlation and the 
paKnt's aIltigay judg.....,nt particularly diffK'U1t to hide. The s.:une-K~ 

panner may nperieocc this d)namic as outright rcja:tion 01" 13c~ of 
ac~no" ledgement from lheir panner"s family of origin. 

In lum• .....,mbers of s:l.....,-.\ol:~ couples m3dc Ie.ss effonlO c:onnecl ,,·ith 
theIr panner·s p;m:nl$.1...esbians and ga)· men "'erc: more litely than hel­
emsuual~ to!iCnd holiday gifts 01" e-anls ,igQCd only by IhemKI\·es bul 
not lheir partner. less likely IObring lheirsa"""-Ks parurrs a1onll"hen 
visiting paKnl$. and ~nerally less hkely to iniliale cool:K:t with their 
partner's parents. Despite ha\ing Iong-Ierm CQrnmiued relationships 
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aoo even beillg parenls IhClll>cl, CS, lhe lXlMllCn. of rc"bialls and gay I11{>n 
may amicipale rejection from1tK."ir p"Tlncr's families and reduce con· 
loct as a from OfproteClinn (Kunlck. 1988), 

The hypot/K."sis lhal bolh leshian nlOlhel'5 and Ill.'lerost'lualllXlllll.'l'5 
would percei "e grcaler 50Cial ~uppor1 from lheir families lhan lesbians 
or hell:ro5C'lUals wiltlOUl children "'as nol supponcd by lile dalD, In· 
>lead. lhi..,", WaS an eff~'(:\ for loe"ual orielKation with Ill.'teru:sexual women 
reponing higha" Ie"e!s of family suppon Ihan lcWiaru;, Being a Ia;bian 
was aswcia1ed wilh holh Ie..<s family C(N11XI ar>(! lo....-er suppon from 
family of origin. and lhis eslrangemenl "'as nol O\'erromo: hy ha"ing 
children, 

Gay men ~i"ed Ie» .'JiOCial sUpporl fromlheir fami!i.-s. bul more 
social support from !he,l' frier>(!~ lhan did helCl'OSC"ual men. as found in 
cartia"n::sc:ardt (Crosbie·8urDC'l1 8:. Ildmbredtl. 1993: Kurdct 8:. Scttmiu, 
1987), As Kurdek (2003) has DOled. gay men m;ty be particularly relianl 
on a gay social nel"'O!'i1 for suppon and ll1lIy lhcTefore C(N1grega~ in 
large cilies. AtceS$ to supporth-e friends appeared to be consistent for 
gay men in lhe presenl Mud) "'helhe1'or DOll~ had children, 

SilKe familic:s oforigin are generally Ie..<s accqJting of same~S!'.' pan­
ners and Sl'C!hem less oflen lhan hetCTOSC'xual panncrs.. family mem­
ben may be Ic:s.< likely 10 obseo-e posit"·c demeTllS of the lame-sex 
relaliOllShip thai mighllElp lhem O\'el wme homophobia. 11'1:)' may 001 
ha,'C opportunities 10 ,,'itnc:ss and inlCr'\'Cnc on ro-parenting probIcms. 
Alienaled gay men and le.\.bians may al'iO be Ic:ss hkel)' 10 Sl'Ck family 
help in coping ¥I'ith ~pcocirlC issues SIK'h as relationship diffICUlties and 
ro-parenting probkms. 

lNg....e ofl)UOalt.......,.d Mila,ones in the C_ing.(}111 Process
 

MO<lliDme·"C. participants "'en: \Irongly idemifled as lesbian or gay 
and ¥1m:: generally open aboul lheir sexual identily, Lesbians and !a)' 
men may become more QUI as a n'sult of ha~in! children. This rould 
ocrur for a number of reasons. GLB parenlS may al'iO altemp: 10 creatc a 
less hornDpftobic WQrId for their dc:IcmdanlS. 

The presence of children ¥I'l.\ as.'\Ocialed ¥I'ilh increased poIilical in­
,'ol"emenl for Ie.\.bian mothers in this slIody and in lhe Nalional Lesbian 
Famil) Study (Gann:11 Clat. 1999.2000. in pn:ss). Lesbian and gay malt: 
parenlS may al'iO choose to li,'c in gay·affinnalh·c regions whm: lhey 
ha>'C grealer anon)'mity. aceess 10 resoun:-es. and opportunily to be QUI 
to select others. Raising t:hildfm in lite C(N1!Cxt of a same-".,x relalion­
ship may also male se.ual oricnta,ion 1lI0re difficull and man: COSily to 

hide, Memllel'5 of long-tenll cOllllnine<l parenting relationship> may ht: 
inclined 10 go 10geitICr to school functions and patent-leachcr confer· 
enccs, 11lereftlre, mcmoc'n ofcolluniued $ame-~x couples may be more 
OUI in gelll:l1lllhun lhose who arc raising children as single JXlrems. a", 
in newer relalionships. or don 'I havc chil<lren, 

Lesbians and gay Illen also differed on ,,'hen they reached mileslO'''''; 
in lhe comillg-oul process !l;,sW both onj!endcr and whether or nol lhey 
had children, 11'1: hypoltlQis lhal lesbian mothers and j!ay fathers would 
reDC'h mileslones in the wming-()lll procesli laler than 1eshians and ga~ 

men ¥I'as supponed byourdala, DiffcrenCCli wereCQnsislcntly f<MInd for 
both parenling S1atus and gcndcr, GLB ~ms wffe older than GLn 
pmic'ip"lIls ...·ilho"l children, 

Lesbian mothmo gcllCr.llly reached each milestone in the wming-OUl 
procc!'is Ihr« 10 Ihc rears lat..r lhan Ie-;bians ¥I'ithoul children. Mean 
SCOrl..-S indicate IIw lesbian mother.. cxperienced an approximalely len­
) ear delay bct"'een fin.! noticing a same i\CX anraetion in lheir late teeru; 
and ha\'ing a SOIme·SCJl relationship and disclosing their sexual orlenUl--­
lion in !heir laiC l¥l'cnlies_ Tbc ages at ¥lhkh lesbians withoul childn:n 
reilChed earty milcMones in the coming OUI proco' ¥I-erc C(N11panbie 10 
thoo.c reponed by RIlSl (1993) III asan1Jle that did DOl aewun: for parenting 
galUS; partic'lpall!.'i first nociccd an allf3oClion during lhcir carty high 
school )'Cars. qUOlioned their sv."al Idcnmy at age 17. and lhought of 
lhem.el,c:s as lesbian or bisexual around age 21. 

Based on mean Slt'(lfb. gar men had SlIme-i\CX aluactionli. ....en: sexu· 
ally acti>·c. had quolioned their S!'xual Klcntityas lernagcn. and had 
hecn in same-S!'X relauQnshlps and disciol.cd lheir oricmalion by their 
mid·I¥l'CTllie$. Both gD) men ....ilh and ",!hout chi\drcon first notiad a 
same-sc. altr1lClion around age 10 and had thtir first liDme-i\CX sexual 
cxp.-ricnce during lheir 16th )'c;,r, Gay fathen rachcd all other mile­
gOl'lC5 an a"cngc of 2.5 years 10 4 years later tlwt gay men without chil­
dren .. ilh tht greateSt mean diffen:nce in the age of i\Cxual onenlation 
self-disdosIJn:. 1berefore. lIay fathen; elopeOenced a longer period of 
uncenainly and silence aboullhe,r sexual identity lhan gay men wilhoul 
children t1espilt: slmil:ll" age.s of initial same·sex allr:>ctions and cur­
n:mly similar Ldenlificalion ... gay. Some fatlten may han, ha.d children 
in part to ;n'oid wming-OUl and the presence of chiklren llIay al'iO have 
CQIllribule(l 10 lhis delay, 

T1lcse resull5 arc lhe filSllO ~ the ages al .. hich gay men with 
and without children come out They partially replicate the findings of 
Morris 0:1 al. (2002) ...ilh lesbiall'o. Gay falhers are 001 qui,", SO delayed in 
reaching mileslolte!I and generolly wme OUI earlier !han "omen. They 
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may, Ikrefore. IJ{)/ face lhe ,lre,;!o01"S poslulaled for lesbian IllOlhers of 
being much ollkr Ih~n OIher IllCl11ber<: of lhe gay communily Wilh similar 
life experience or el1CQllnlering nlCn their own agc who arc much further 
aloog in the coming-out process (Morris ct al .. 20(2). 

Additional diff~'T"Cn<:e~ may ui.'>l bct"-een gay men and lesbians in the 
cOllung-out process. Regan!less of their parcming ,latUS. gay men appear 
to be aware of their 5Cxual identity at a much earlier age lhan lesbians. 
Gay men hlld smaller "mances than leshians illlhe ages al "'hich lhey 
arnie"ed milestones. "ith Mandan! deviations ranging from 4 10 8 years 
for gay fa1tten and non-fathen compared 10 6 to 10 )'ears for lesbian 
mothers and noo·mothcrs. O,....-r.dl. t~ lindings;oppear 10 iii with prior 
thoeory and research sugg~inglh31 gay men comc ~I earlier and in a 
more ~uenlial pauern than "'<linen (e.g.• Diamond & Sa,·in·Williams., 
200J; Wcinberg. Williams, & f"ryur, l~). 

"The laSi hypolhesis was also supponed by lhe dala. Lesbian "'umen 
",110 had rnildren hefore rominll out (BC moIher<)reached all six mile­
SIOflCS in tho: coming-out Pf'lX'CSs later lhan lesbian moIhcr.i ",110 had 
children aflercoming out (AC mothers). Therefore. lite S1ud)'s IIndings 
replicated the e;orlier rese;u"Ch by Morris el a!. (2002). allhough BC 
mothers in the pre<ent Sludy C1IIh: QUI 4 10 8 )'C3f1llaler than AC II'lOIhers. 
comp;v-ed 10 a J to 5 )"Car differeroec: in !he Lesbian Wellness Suo"CY. 
Thr experiena of Be mothen may be '"er)' difTernll from thai of AC 
moIhen. BC II10Ihers CJlperieneed a <ubSlanlial gap beI"lXn firstllOlic· 
ing a SlII1lC-sn allr.tCtion (age 21 on a"eT:lgeJ and beroming aeti"e and 
identified as lesbian, on a'"enge no! disclosing 10 l:llhen unlil age 34 on 
a''CI''ag('. Dunng UlIS period. Iltey may ha\"C uperienced consickrable 
disl1l:SS relaled 10 nis"ng chi~1\ '" hile being closcted. As Morris eI al. 
(20021 noICd. Be modtcr< may ha,'~ ~n dcla)-N in lheir abilily 10 corne 
OUI due 10 ha' ing ctukRn and hI.rstwId>. Be n10lllers may 1Ia,"C also been 
signific:lllily older lhan lesbians at SImilar .stages in the coming-OUl pro­
ees.s and than AC moIhm ""ith dlildR:n of equi\"1.lem age. BC moIbc:n; 
m3Y iniually find lItc) ha"e lillie in common ....ith AC I11OIl'Iers and 1e5bi­
am withoul dukRn. particul:w1y if Be mothers ha"e I1iIiscd bioIogicaIl)­
conceived children in Itctel'O$Caual mainSiream cuhu~ ....hile many AC 
moIItcrs rna) ha,"C pl:mned 10 ha,..: dleir chiltfton lIwugh altemale mell1-­
ods (e.g.• via adoption or donor insemination) and 10 n1ise them in tlte 
allernate GI.B communily. lnilial adjuSll1lCm to a le:sbian CIIIIImunity 
m3y lherefon be particularly difficull for lhe BC moIltcrs group. 

Sequenlial orstage models ha'e boIh lheirbenelilsand theirob~ious 

limils. Mcan scores lend 10 Itiglllighl luming pomlS in 5Cxual idcmity 
developmenl ... hose signiliC'allCe may vary according 10 lhe indi,·idual. 

Re.uh. from lhe turrenl sludy .liould nOi he imerprcled 10 prescribe 
specific lk\'dopmenlal ages al "hich indi~iduals normally pass lhrough 
mile.lOlICS. Mean ..cnre.' leoolo ob>cure lhe fact lhal specific iooividu­
als reach mi IeSIOl\C. in differenl orders. For inslance. " hile mcan >cores 
Illay irtdicatc lhallesbial\ 11101her.; first disclos,:d lheir se1ual idemily al 
age 27. AC nlOllter..disclosed "hen they were 21. and BC moIllCTS when 
tbey were approximalely 3,5 years of age. 

IJMITA,7'10NS 

Thr >ludy ha. ~ llumber of limilalions nlOlol of "hkh are familiar 10 
GI.B researclters.1ltc Chil Union Sludy sample consisted primarily of 
F..uropean-Antc1iean. wCIl..,.;lucaled. and affluent participants con";s­
lenl "'illt samples found III prior GLB restarch. 1ltc cu=nt S1udy's 
generalitabilily is limited 10 individuals ....illl lhe abme demographic 
characleri5tlcund ",110 are I\lO<>Ilikly lite more \-isible members oflhe 
GI.B populalion, 

Couples that had ei~ilunionsduring tlte fil"Sl )'car of thai k:ghlation 
may be COrt>idernI pioneers ",110 are perl1aps more socially and polili­
cally X1i,c llwt 0Iher's.. A majorily of oouplel. did noIli,"C in VennooL 
and lherefore risled discrimin.ation by making their sal1lC·seX relation­
!>hips a mailer of public m:ord ....hile no! reaping legal benefits from the 
unlOll. 1b:$c indi,·tdua1s may ha'e fell particularly comfOl1able ",'illl 
their c:cOtlOll~C SialUS, ~al support. and sexual orienlal.ion. allhough 
demognlflhics WUCSIlhcy life SinularlO parlICIpanIS in OIherGl.B swd­
ies. As '" ilh Other researclt on Iesboans and gay men. !he cu=nt Sludy 
included pariieipanls ",110 open in their 5Cxual oric'nlalion. Recruiting 
lesbiam and 1;1) men ... Ito:lre less out 's clWlenging gi,"Cn the hiddrn 
n31llre of lhis popubllOl\. 

Tbc: Ci"il Union Slud) qucSiionnaifl' (Sokmon eI al .• 20(4) "'OIS no! 
designed specirlC1llly for a p3fl'rlIing S1udy. and lite pre:senl srudy' s anal· 
)'>CS ....en: run on an exi~ling dIlla M:I. In addiuon. the Sludy faced an al. 
~ unh"CTS31 probkm in researcl1wlllt gay men: the rc:cruilmenl of an 
adequale sample siu of gay falhen. Ho....e'"Cr. tlte inclusion of40 gay 
couples pro'ides one of ,Ite largC:S1 sal1lflle:s in lhe pa5lt"''O decades of 
rc:searclt wilh gay fathers, 

A combinalion ofquanhtali'"C and quaJilall\'e ~arch may also help 
GLD re.o;c:an:hen and rommunil)' members 10 idenlify boIlt pauems and 
unique e'peri(nce~oflitis helcrogellCOUS populalion. Large populaliOl\­
based sun"C)"i and qucslionnail"C fl:$Carch .uch a, the Civil Union Siudy 
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pmvidc import~1H informntion regardi'lg lMgcr pallcrns and potenlial 
differenli~1 impact offoctors ~lIch D' gender. parcming stalUS. ~nd OUltlCSS 

D( till: lime of becoming a P.1reIll. Conlinued study of indh'idual narratives. 
panicularl~ longitudinal rcscarch slOCh as lhal oondlOClcd b~ Gartrell et aI. 
(1996. 1999.20001 and Puncr.;oo (1992.1996) will help getlCm'e DlkIi· 
tional research questions and provide ,nelllorable examples. for a(\\"()('acy 
and clinical inlc.....entions. 

During ,he cum:nt era. il may be lWlicularly impoftDtlllosponsor and 
publicize rcsearch about lesbian atld gay male parenls. As >.ame·sex 
maniagc and parenling hal~ ix'romc more visible and tCl."hnologicaily 
reasible.llley hal'e also become more oontrol'crsial and political. Con­
sen·,ni~ mm~ms to ban gay marriages and dvil unions. as ",~Il as 
same·sex lldopIion. have been gaining ll'Olucmurn in recem years. E\~n 

in libcr.ll geographic Iocalions. fTO<PC(1i\'e GtB parenlSand communil) 
members ",ill regularl)' nl:ll.c bchal ioral decisions thai hide 0" f'e·..c.allheir 
sclual idemily. and Ihe!oC choires clln impact ... ell·being. social support. 
J"l"'ming ~isions. and economic slallls. 

NOTE 

t Pan i. __~~.,.,...., oolnllO i<J<.-.ify ,lI<ir OC"naIllflrnUbDa. 

Of.-~3 "'.,..., SM......, ...-.. p) 1<1lIIIy n ~r bO­
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