


" e I·... a lee mg
of freedom..."

- a collection of photographs &
comments about the community
of Jonestown by residents and
visitors at the Peoples Temple
Agricultural /Medical Project in
Guyana, South America.



"". .I was af raid o f facing retirement in that o ne-room
apartment, bu t no w I have my own co ttage. I have all
the free time I wan t and still plent y to do if I want. I am
so happy to be here... " -Lu cious Bryant

" .. .You know , peo ple are so free here and they look so
diff erent. Peop le' s faces glow with freedom in their eye s.
No mor e drugs, no mar c racism. no more rapes, no more
prisons o r juil s.,;" - Rosie RUl!giero
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This is a whole new world ­
- Mary Wotherspoon

" ...Thi s is a dream com e true .
clean , fresh. pur e..."

"c..When we first arrived on Oct ober 3rd, it was abo ut
6:00 p.m. and everyo ne was eat ing d inner. Th en they all
came running towar ds the vehicle to gree t thre e pco ple-.
all of them came up to embrace us, say ing, 'Welco me to
your new hom e, Jonestown !' It made me want to cry .;"

-CO nnie Fitch

.....There is a place fo r everyo ne here and some th ing for
them to do. No one has special privileges and everyo ne
feels worthw hile and a part . I am so happ y , and that
terri ble feeling of insecurit y is gone... "

-P enny Kerns

' ·...Jonesto wn is pure democra cy in act ion... ·'
- Johnny Brown

·' ...You know. we had good jobs and a nice home but
we wanted to retire in a place of beauty. Well, we came
to the right place! " - Mr. & Mrs. E.Jones

" ... I'm teaching <I class in the Co ntinuing Educa tio n
Sessions and I've never felt so useful in all my 76 years..."

- Itemy Mer cer

",,, J lInesto wn is truly a milcstonc. Nestled in the most
exq uisite 1"OTl ' St surrou nd ings, Wl' Iw\'1.:every conve nience
plus more: the best in soc ial services any comm unity
any wher e call o ffer!" - Dorolhy Worley





~-
... a feeling of freedom..."

-retatements of Rev. and Mrs. Joh n Moore, who had j ust ret urned
from a week' s visit at the Proj ect , and At ty . Charles Garry, during
a press conference held.at Peoples Temp le, May 28, 1978.

REV, MOOR E,

" I' m John Moore. We have two daugh ters who are
mem bers of th e Temple. One , th e o lder girl, is a teacher,
and th e yo unger one is a nurse...The two words tha t come
to my mind immediately, as I was th ere and as I tri ed to
reflect up on my exper iences were; ' impressive' and
• amazing ' . It almost boggles my mind to see that great
clear ing and to underst and how so much could have been
done in the relatively sho rt per iod o f time.

"We wore ourselves ou t, walkin g aro und the facility.
I think about 800 to a thousand acres have been cleared,
and it' s in the midst of a jun gle, and that 's part of what' s
impressive; and all except a part o f the land that 's not
finally been cleared , has been plant ed with var ious c~ps.

"We went to th e piggery, the chlckery , t o the dairy ,
to the mill where the refining of flou r from the tu bers of
the cassava' [is don e}. We were first imp ressed- cert ainly
1 was-with seeing th e o lde r peop le at the time we arrived
...abo ut noon, engaged in calisthenics with an instru ctor ,
keeping their limbs and join ts and muscles lim ber. And
th en we wen t to the nur sery , th e child care center.

"Th ey have prob ab ly 35 preschoo lers. I do n't know
how many they have in school. They have newborn
babies; several babies have been bo rn there. Th ey have a
day care nursery for parent s who work, and there are
those who are caring for th em ; and then th ey have the
older peop le. Tha t' s really a part of th e beauty of it , we
felt.

"We talked about what they were doing, and what
they were int erested in, and all of them were engaged in
some activity o r work th at was par ticularly importan t for
them , th ey were about business which th ey regard ed as
impo rtan t .
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" I had a feeling of freedom...The food is provided
for everyone. there's medical care for everyone, education­
al opport un ities for everyone ; there are wor k needs and
opport unit ies for the membe rs o f the community. 1 thi nk
obviously people with certa in skills and expe rience move
in to tho se fields. If it 's a to ol and die maker in a machine
shop, or a man in agrono my , they work in those par ti­
cular fields. On the o ther hand , some people have not
had the exp erience in specific fields. One of the great
th ings, I thi nk , is the opportu nity for some of the younger
peop le, parti cularly, to be learni ng skills when that oppor ­
tu nity is not present here."

In regard to the relationship of the project to th e
citizens and government of Guyan a, Rev. Moore said,
"The scho ol is accredit ed by the government o f Guyana ...
They 've had peop le from the Departm ent o f Agriculture
and their agricultural sta tions there work ing with the
peopl e at th e proj ect . The health services are provided
for the Amerin dians o r people who live in the community
as well as for members o f th e projec t itself ."

BARBARA MOORE ,

"My impressions are, having just expe rienced ou r
visit there, that th is is a beaut iful , heroic, creative projec t !
It is absolutely miraculous. There are exce llen t medical
services exce llent educa tional services, and ...it 's a com­
munity ' of caring and sharing with an added dimension ,
and this dimension I would say, is Love-i f you wan t to
use th at term. In a sense it reminds me of. ..a New Test a­
ment community, in the purest sense of the word, in the
love and concern for all, tha t we observed. And with
complete freedom for creativity! Those who want to
farm , are fann ing; tho se who wish to teach , teach ; those
who like to coo k, cook. They have an excellent nut ri­
tionist who is working scien ti fically all the time to dis­
cover new uses for the indigenous plan ts and growths
there, and is in con tact with the Guyanese experts to
discover new and useful uses for these various cro ps...
That was very impressive to me.

" It was most imp ressive to see the elde rly peop le, the
older folks, who had their neat litt le ya rds, t heir Littl e....

(c ont 'd. on page 12) "7 "'l
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.Ionestovn
Guest1)®1)

"[MPRES SIVE WORK"
Offic er in cbarge of Guyana , Jamaica, Trinidad and
Tobago, V. S. State Departm ent

" . AM [MPRESSED"
Charge d 'A!fa irs to U. S. Ambo ssadorAnd rew Young

" IMPRE SSIVE" Chief Medical Offi cer of the Mi"ist ry of
Health, Guyana

" PEACE AND LOVE [N ACTION"
Minist er of Foreign Affairs, Guyana

" VERY IMPRESS IVE" Minist er of Education , Guy ana

" VERY PROGRESSIVE " Regional Development Offi cer,
North West Region, Guyan a

" VERY [MPRESSIVE, KEEP IT UP"
Representat ive, Min ist ry of Agriculture, Guy ana

" A VERY PLEASANT DAY [N A VERY PLEASANT
ATMOSPHERE "

Chief Official in tbe Millist ry of Education , Guyana

"A MOST [MPRESS[VE START AND I WISH YOU ALL
SUCCESS" British Higb Commi ssioner in Guyan a
" IMPRESS IVE " Cbance//or of tbe University of Guyana

" A WONDERFUL EXPERIENCE, A MODEL VILLAGE
COMMUNITY TO BE EMULATED "

Permanent Secretary of tbe Ministry of Works and
Transportati on

" EXCEL L ENT" A ssistant Director-General of Natio nal
Service, Guyana

" IT' S VERY , VERY IMPR ESSIVE. THANK YOU
FOR THE OPPORTUNITY AND BEST W[SHES "

Delegates fr om one of tbe world's largest news
agencies.

•

" KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK"
Regional Minister, No rtb West Region, Guyana

"FANTASTIC , BEYOND ONE'S [MAGINATION . MIR­
ACULOUS , BEAUT[F UL, A TRUE EXAMPLE OF SO­
CIALIS T LIVING" Thirty -five teachers from the MacKen-

zie District , Guyana
"THE HEALTH CAR E [N THE COMMUNITY [S
FANTASTIC . JONESTOWN [S A LITTLE BIT OF
HEAVEN ." After examining the teeth of 67 children he
found only two cavit ies. " THIS," he said, " IS UN­
HEARD OF ."

A den tist from India and foun der of a denwi school
in Georgetown, Guy ana

" IT' S MIND-BOGGLING TO SEE HOW YOU HAVE
CARV ED OUT OF THE JUNGLE A COMMUNITY
THAT LOOKS JUST LIKE A TOWN IN THE UNITED
STAT ES-AND W[TH ALL THE PUBLIC UTILITIES ."
In a lett er followin g his visit , he wrote : " The training
program of the yo uths and yo ung adults at the Project is
highly success ful. I have met many and they have t old me
tha t they are so happy to be there . as it has made a great
chan ge in their life, and given them a chanc e [Q prove
them selves."

Head of nearly a thousand phy sicians of a Medical
Netwo rk of Amat eur Radio Operators

" I also wish to give praise and credit [0 you and the ot her
members of the Peoples Templ e Church for th e rnagnifi­
cent and humanit arian ef forts that you are making . I feel
cert ain tha t if ther e were more such organizations with
devoted and sincere people such as Larry Schacht and
yourself and th e members of yo ur church thr oughout the
world th at th is planet would indeed be a better place upon
which to spend one's life."

"Dr. Schacht is, in my opinion , a mod ern-day Dr.
Schweitze r. I was truly impressed with ...his activities in
Mission Village regardin g the compreh ensive med ical pro·
gram th at he is runnin g there."

exce rpts of lett ers fro m Dr. Alb ert Greenfi eld
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(Cont' d f rom page 7)

whit e picket-type fences, and their oppor tun ity to take
classes if they wished to , or to garden, or to j ust sit.
They also have a lovely library of over eight thousand
volumes, from poetry to 'how-to-do-it' and th is was most
impr essive, th at one could sit and read .

"It 's a complete city , and one th ing they do encour­
age is the nuclear family . Th ere are families there with
ch ildren . You can have yo ur own hom e. o r if you 're a
single person , you may live in a do rmitory , whichever you
prefer. Th ey have a lovely nursery for infants ; they have
a nursery for tod dlers, and of course a fine educa tional
set-up."

One of the reporters in atte ndance at the confe rence
stated that he thought she sounde d impressed. He asked ,
" would yo u think it 's rather Utopian there?" Her reply
was, "Oh yes . a lovely Utopia."

CHARLES GARRY ,

" I was impressed by th e med ical center parti cularly.
All of the olde r citizens live right arou nd the medical
compo und. Th e medical compo und is something that you
have never see n and you probab ly won't see unless you
go there. It 's almos t a miracle. This you ng docto r, who
was trained by the Temple. gradu ated with high hon ors
from the University o f Califo rnia at Irvine, has per formed
miracles...Every morning at eight o 'clock, someo ne knocks
on the co tt age door. and says. 'd id anybo dy have any
difficult ies last night ? ' Can yo u imagine the feeling of
security that these folks have, to feel that somebo dy
cares for th em. is interested in them, and will do th ings
for them?"

A FIRST-CLASS EXAMPLE OF COMMUNITY LIFE

" It was a very reward ing expe rience," he said. " I
have never before seen so many people of varyin g races
working happil y side-by-side with ou t a single spa rk of fric­
tion . With it s own schoo l. sawmill, elect ricity , road s.
houses. and so on , all being scrupulously clean . I could not
help but be impressed. " Dr. Ng-a-Fook , Dental Surgeon
[from a news article whicb appeared in the Guvana Cbron­
icle [oiknsing his visit to J onestown]



·' ... Right now I'm sitt ing in our Pavillion. I can hear our
saws going in the background, peopl e are writ ing lett ers,
playin g in Spani sh class, or in ou r Agricultur e meet ing. I
work with Tom out in the hou sing area...1 build closets
in th e co ttages, and do some o f th e finish work o n th em.
Then Charlie gives me various jo bs, too, like build ing cab­
inets for th e Nurse 's Offi ces, and Radio Room . I feel like
I'm really do ing some thing wo rthwhile, espec ially when I
walk arou nd the houses and see the thi ngs I did on th em ,
or go to th e nu rse and she reaches for my file in the
cabin ets I built... .. -Kim Brewster

",; .I have changed my last nam e. I am no w Tobi Mtendaji.
My midd le name is Chekevu. Put toget her th ese two
nam es mean Happy Wor ker in Swahili ..J am now on th e
const ruction crew buildin g these beautiful co tta ges th e
family lives in. I guess I am ju st now bringing out my
talent s here... " -To bi Mtendaji

"...Greg an d I live in our o wn co ttage. We fixed it up really
nice. I've plante d eggplant alo ng th e sides. On th e left
side of the por ch is a brea d and butte r tree, Flo wers, and
some beans grow ing up the hou se. On th e right side o f
the po rch are cucumbe rs. I'm thinking o f planting a
pap aya tree in th e back o f the house..;" -Er in Watkins

.... .This place is gro wing by leaps and bou nds. New and
wider side walks are going up all the time; more cott ages
to accomo dat e mo re arrivals; elect ric wiring, fencing,
planti ng, pain ti ng, gardening, every thing yo u can thin k of.
There is plent y to do and everyone enjoys wo rking.:"

- Lorett a Coomer

.. ...We make all OU f o wn clo th es now, and we get j ust the
sty le, co lor. and mat er ial o f something that you want and
yo u don 't have to shop for it! " - Rheaviana Beam

" ...Th ere arc experime ntations going on in many phases,
such as mak ing o ur own clay bricks, our own smoke­
hou se, experimental herb s, and all diff erent kinds of
woods to build so me innovativ e carpentry items with
also ..." - Ron Sines

--'
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'·.. .Talk about delicious food ...you can' t beat th e menu at
Jonesto wn..." - Maria McCann

"..; Your eyes will pop out o f their sockets when you take
a look at the beautiful piece of land called Jonestown.
Words can' t describe the beau ty of this place..."

-Gary Tyler

" ...Th e t ropi cal rain showers are ju st like you read about.
It is sunny and bright on e minut e, then all of a sudden the
rain co mes up qu ick -a gentle, steady rain. Just as sudde n­
ly , in I S o r 20 minut es, it clears up and the sun is shining
again! It is abso lute ly refreshing..." -M agnolia Harris

" ... You should see our ho rses, especi ally th e stallion- he is
fine ! I would never have been able to own a horse, but
now I do ..." -Ronn ie James

..... Maybe yo u've heard of the Ice Cream Tree - well, we
rea lly have it! It 's called a sour-sop tree and it produces
a fruit which weighs up to 4 kilograms. It is green outside
with so ft spines and a slightly fibrou s green pulp inside.
When ripe- split open and eat it with a spoo n. It 's like
eating sherbe t ice crea m!" - Mike Rozynko

•·...Th ere is a beaut iful litt le wate rfall locat ed IV2miles
sou th o f Jonestown past some of our crops. It is a breath­
takin g h ike down a jun gle path . and when you get there
it is a lon g, smoo th, sloping series of rocks and two pools
o f wate r (aft er a rain yo u can swim) and even a vine to
swing over the water (o r in if you fall). A large felled
tree lays over the water so you can sit on it in th e comfor­
tab le shade. It is one o f my favori te places here... "

- Barbara Walker

" ... It is a beau t iful trop ical night. T here is a coo l breeze
blowin g. I can look out the window at the full moon,
hearing people laughing. and I can see Jon estow n lit up in
the moon light. All else is quiet -c-it is ju st a perf ect
ex pcricnce." - Laura Johnston


