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SAN THECY, Californm — As i 20 miles werent
cliwe enough, San Diege Srare Universioy will soon be
even claser o the border with Mexico. ac leaso in travel
tirme, Last fall miners finished burrowing a | 400-foo
rnnel wider thag che Chunne through this 283-acre

campus on the Monteauma Mesa off Lnterstate 8. 1n

vwr viars the cheerful, red San Divgo Trelley will he

prekng up and dropping off 4.300 studens, faculry,
and staff every day, ferrving some from the light rail
lines serminus n-San Ysidro, a few hundred _'.'.1|';i_q
from Tijuana. The 5431 million Mission Valléy East
extension will complete the rrolley's 50-mile loop
around San Diepo and perhaps alleviate the anmersite’s
chronic parking problems. Atrer enduring five years of
“lite 103 construction pin” 2 Provost Mawey A

Marline pat ity the compus community can hardly wair,

[e i wempting to say that the reason San Dicgo Stawe

has emicraed as a leader in internstional education 1

il!ll'..' SAITIE Glh ||‘1|:' ARLWET T r'r1|: -I:--IQ: Ly :;I,I_'.‘I'_IL'II'_ '.\.-'E];][ E\i'-'l._‘!-.

I NETITUTEOMNKL SUgaeEss

45

A Pacific Rim
- Campus Finds

Front

read estate i valuer locadon, locaton, and location.
It does not hurt to e inthe middle of one of the
. 1— e 1'.--...-- S e | |:n\, .l._.
MO ORAMATIS, QOIVCEAC, G GCSIRIEE J1018s 111 115
United Srives, 12 miles from Fache bieaches and a

3 e ;
short drive from the world’s busiest border crossing.
“Were urban, we're diverse, we're hivh tech, we're
Pacitic Rim, and we're Ladn Amterican. | submin oiose
are the igredieres of the 215t century, and thes are
here, You couldn't have 4 Betrer sandbox to play in s

a universicy,” said President Srephen L Weber,
Hoswever, location ts far from the whole story at San
Diego Stare. When Weber became president in 1996,
his ficstscep was to bunch & community-wide " Shared
Vision” strategic planming process to redefine this large
public institucion’s mission, One of the wp goals tha
:‘rut':‘g:r.ﬂ wits establishing San Diego State as "2 gen
uinely global universing” In 1998 the position of issis-
tant vice presicent for internanonal programs was cre-
ared with a new, $275,000-a-year budger for faculty
travel and ndoatives overseas, In shor arder, the num
ber ot San Dicge Stare scadens who study alvaad
climbed from 200 o 740, The number of internarion-
al students, long stuck around 300, climbed past
LA00. San ]"th‘-t;fs Stite |'n::'|1r:1}' -rp:‘l'.q'nl a0 Imterna-
tional howse, housing U5, and inrernatonal under-
graduazes togerther in the tadicon that John I

Rockefeller started at Columbia, Beckeley, and

| the World at Its

Door

San Diegn Sista
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James Getber,
director, Centor
for Latin Amarican

Studies.

President

Staphen L Weber
says universitios
must o st just
1o keep op with
stidant demand

lar international

el At

Chicage back in the 19205, Only five universities
have recetved more grants frony the Fund for the
Improvement of Postsecondary Education (FIPSE} than
San Dlicgo Stare; most of s seven grancs were for intie-
vative inrernational offorts, including a celebrared dual
degree program with Mexican universitics and a new

triplesdepree propram with borh Mexico and Canada,
F e Prog

Almost everyone at San Dhego Stare—an mnstiution
wich 34,000 soodents, 1900 feuley, and 2 staff of
1,500—remarks on the personal foree and leadership
thar Weber, o philosopher by training, and Marlin, i
pavchologist, have put behind the mternadonalizarion
efforts; The provost, with a formidable commund of
Spantsh and @ relentless drive o encourage students and
Facubty alike to think globally, bas made t her signacoze;
The president, however, says that what they really are

doing is responding o demands, not sreating theen.

“This s not about San Diego, and ir's no abowt
feadership. [n fact, it% almost the opposite: s runmng
as fast us vou can o keep up with your schiool and
vourstidenes,” said Weber. " This is abour the
appetites and needs of students of the 214 century.
lnrernationalstlon may be more evident ar a place
like San Diego than in the heartlind of the country—

bur ics on the way”

Marlin said, "1 profowndly believe there is nothing
miore poveerful wecan da educationally for owr s

denrs chan ger them abroad, No macer how wiinderful

SE HABLA
ESPANOL?

the qualicy ol the educa-

tnional experience here,
thers is just e subsi-
wute,” When San Diego
Srares Instrture on
Warld Affairs—a
Forum where inter-
ratinnal visicors
alk abosr warld
evenrs—-cele-
brated its Gith
anniversary

lase spring, the instimre’s leaders framed Mudins words

as the cenrerprece of a display in the library,

Ar some campuses, the principal challenge of interna-
tionalization i figuring out how to engage the faculey
to bring the world more fully into their courses. That
was not the case arSan Diego States The border bins
abwys been “an unending source of academic interest
heee,” said cconomics professor James By Gerber, an
auchority on the econemy of the San Diege-Tijuana
region. San Diego State’s international business majon.
created in 1989 and now enrolling upwards of 700
students. is the largest undergraduace program in the
country Stiedents vie for accepranee and normally ke
five vears o complete the degree, They must spend »
semester either studving or deing an internship our-
side the United Stares. Weber <aid che internaconil
business major arrraces “wonderful, adventurous stu-

denrs.” The campus is also home w a tederally handed

SAN DIEGO, California — To Nancy A. Marlin's self-crilical ear,
describing her Spanish as flugnt is “an overstatement.”

But to San Diego State University colleagues, the provost's
elegant command of the language iz widely noted and admired.
“She's been a great, great asset to our university because of that,”
Prasident Stephan L Weber said,

Marlin leamed most of her Spanish in mid-life, long after
completing her Ph.0. in psychology and while working ag provost
of the University of Northern lowa. Marlin picks up the story this
way: "l took Spanish in high school, then French in collage, which
left me unable 1o speak either. Much later, despite my Ph.D. and
wark as a faculty member and subsequently academic adminis-
trates, | felt | was not well educatod because | could not function
in another language.”




Center fot Lnternational Business Education and
Research (CIBER). When it began in 1989 in con-
juncrion with UCLA, San Diego States CIRER was

ane of the first five: now there are 30

Crerber, the new direceor of San Dicgo State’s Center
tor Latin American Studigs—which in conperation
with the Universicy of California, San Diegn, receives
Tide VI funding fromy the US: Department of
Education—said of the campus-wide push to intersa-
nonalize, “The students are verv excited. Te's reallya
very sexy thing, The mternational business major is hig
no because accounring is so interesting ity because
students see global educanon as the wave of the future.
They see opportunities for themselves.” The Center
for Latin American Studies recendy began a summer
program in Oaxaca, Mexico, at the Universidid
Autonoma Beniro Jusres Oaxaca offering inscruction
in the Indian Mixcee language—a wongue that is the
Sl.‘rll:.‘ l.‘[‘lﬂit.‘lg!’.’ R1':|(}||."'\{.‘]E 1:!"- RO 1J|Ithi,' i'l'l[f_"\[ﬂ['l_{} [0

working in southern California.

For Marhn. the challenge was not e convinee San
Diego Stare faculey of the need o internationalize, bue
to highlight the extensive work already going on and
o help them connect with one another and outside
partiers: " The real strengeh we have imso many aress,
particularly border dssues, wasn't something that wis
created by any plan, This was already inexisrenee,” she

said, “Faculey members were doing incredible wark

Despite the demands of her job, Marlin worked her way
through the university’s Spanish courses,

"l began taking the sequence of courses in the Spanish
majar. At first faculty appeared apprehensive about the provest
sitting in on their class—it seemed like some weird type of teach-
ing evaluation—but when | couldn’t use the subjunctive any batter
than the others, | quickly became one of the students.”

The Spanish was a definite plus in landing the San Diego
State job in 1988,

She still sits in on an occasional Spanish class “when
pessible” at San Diego State, | can now ‘function’ in Spanish-
speaking countries, and am able to give formal academic presen-
tafions (with lots of prior preparation),” Marlin said.
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out nstitutenal infrasiruciere and suppore.”

Pagd Ciangeer, direcror of 3an Diege State’s Instioute for
Repional Studies of the Califormias, s an auchority not
just on: Calitormia’s neighbar wo che souch, bur on
horder regions around the world, from South Africa
and Ecudor 1o Central and Fasc Europe, “Border
regions tend o share similas prablems.” said Gansrer,
who is also associare director of the Office of

[nternational Programs.

President Weber's Spanish is more rudimentary. “l can write
speeches in English and then daliver them in Spanish. If it's & sim-
ple speech, | can do the translation myself, but | can’t do it on my
feet,” Weber zaid. “My Spanish is really good in the car—but |
sing well in the shower, too. | joke with Spanish-language audi-
ences someatimes that if | have a steering wheel in my hand, it's
perfect.”

“The need for Spanish is real. The fact that | have not
mastered it is my shorteoming,” said Weber.

“Ithad been possible in the 20th century for folks like me to
pursue a fruitful life and career without linquistic abilities. That's
not 5o in the 215t century.” B

Pravast Nancy
Marlin has led &
suceassiul push to
baoast the number
of San Diogo State
students who

stuly abroml



& Ford Foundation
tluaching felfowship in
Chile hlged durn
physicist Al Sweadier
Into & passionnie
nivocote for study
abrosd, Ho now
sOIVeS 4% assistant
wine presidant

lar infornational

pragsams.

[ntermitionalization is on the radar sereen of every
universiey these days: To write San Dicgo Starcs
wlobal vision larger, Marlin know thar she needed
“zealors.” Laughing at ler chosce of words, the provost
explained, "You need people really willing 1o work
because inevitzhly these programs are fraught wich
pmh]::ul:{. You need people whao are going 1o work
wirh the students, who live the perstnal coneacts,
who've been there and know wha e call” 10 unmnele

the srags.

A band of zealors already was ar work in the
International Stedent Center, a misston-style building
that houses the offices of Ron Motfaer and his widely
rraveled safll Moffut, who once raught school in
Kenyi, has been San Diego Srate's divecror of interria-
tonal student services since 1984, The cenrer—now
beng enfarged—uwas already a bome away from home
for the growing contingent of internatiomal studenrs at
San Dhego Sty welcoming them o campus, helping

with visas and legal Issues, fnding tutors, and in um

disparching them as ambassadors 1o local public schonls.

Mlarlin found another zealor in physics professar Al
Sweedler, her choice o be assistam vice president for
international programs. Sweedler spent oo years
reaching in Chile in the early 19705 as a Ford
Foundation fellow—and returned righr afeer the 1973
military coup thar toppled Salvador Allende 160 give a
public lectire ar the request of Chilean colleagues who
thoughr thar iFhe mendoned by name o students
then being held with Allende supportersin a soccer
stadium, it might help win their release. Sweedler

did—and they were. Sweedler never lost his inrerest

and passion for inrernarional education. He became

Marlins emissary o the deans of San Dived State’s
¥ i Dhieeo States

c'!ght acxdermnic colleges o nudge more studenrs 1o

get their passports and get packing.

“Mavbe ‘disareay’ 15 oo extreme a word, but there was
no organized place Tor students w go iF they wanred o
study abroad,” said Marlin: Thae became the responsi-
bilicy of the International Soudenr Cenrer, which saw
boch s statt and budger doubled as San Diego State
moved quickly o atreact more internacional scudents
anl tir send more undergraduares o soudy in ather

lands. Both numbets soon grew threefold or more.

Twelve percenc of san Diego State students now spend
dswmmer, o Semester, or 4 year studving outside the
Uniced Stares, Some (39 :.lﬂdt]gr;lf|u:it|;x siyacdied
abtoad in 2000=2001 and 731 the tollowing veat
Robert Caralin, the asstsane director for education

abroad, expected this vear’s Bgures to top thar number,

Sweedler wanes 1o boost the particapacon rate w30
percent an fve years, A fow majors—principally intee-
national business, as well as international securmy and
conflice resolution, which has 100 studens—already
mandate study abread, “This is not 4 lusury or anoadd-
an,” said the phvsicist " We see it as an incegral pare of
the university’s exiseence, thar studenes spend time in
another country as part of their regular education,
We're rrving to make ira parr of what it means 1o be

an educared prrson and Zet i r.||;'gr;'::. from 505U

More undergraduates may find this 2 requirement in the
futaire, “I don’t think we can any longer just say this is
an ineeresting oprion. We have many options, You can
dor comumunity service learning or research in a lab or
many things that are very valuable, But thats why we
liave all these boring curncular commireee meetings 1o
argue abour whar is most essential in the curriculum For
this degree, I'm very much advocating thar we make this
a degree requirement,” said Mardin, How, she asked, can
sotneony mujor in a foreign langhage or area studies "if
vouve never been o thar ares or been where there are

mative speakers of thar language?”



That battle is not yer won. Even some commireed
internationalists on the San Diego State Gealty are
waortied abour imposing & study abroad requirement
across the board on students who may be juggling

wotk, school, and i';,;mil}'. The average undergradoate |

=

almost 23 vears old and rakes 12.8 credies a semester.
Many students transfer in afeer complering rwo vears
ar Southwestern College or another communiny cal-
fege. San Diego Stare i3 part of the 3 3-campus
Califorma Srare Universiny svstemi, which concencraees
o ujldc'jg_:r.l-:‘lu;l:t: and master's level sducanon, Ios
the only one of those 23 campuses in the Carnepie
Foundations “doctosalfresearch universitv-intensive”
citegory, Forty-two of the record 9,165 degrees dhar
San Diege Stare awarded in May 2002 were Ph.Dus,
All Ph.D s in Californig’s public universities are grane
ed through the Wniversity of Californiz (UC) system,
San Phego Stare must partner with other insticutions
o award s doctorares. It now has 13 joine doctoral

t{u:gst':ﬁ programs ad 34 af lts own master's PIOErams.

San Diego State is ontgrowing is label in ocher ways,
too. [ts faculey pulled in $140 million in rescarch and
educational grancs and contracts in 2000-2002, more
than three of the mine UC campuses. The universioy
received 40,000 applications For the 7,100 spaces in
this vear’s freshman class, Weber chafes ar some of the
restricrions his universine aperates under. The master
phan Mrred 10 make educanonal decisions based on the
label thar veu wear, What we call thar noemally is prej-
wdive.” However, Weber added, "Swirching labels
wouldnT change the issues. We're the institution thia

rakees sense. that hlooms where ity planted.”

e :Ldv.'ml:tg{_' that proxunity to the border affords is
that students can expenence another culrure withour
VenLLrang fir from bome. Most freshmen are TH-year-
odds straight from high school who wypically "don’
come with kids and jobs.” said Madin. “For those who
are truly place-bound, we can work on programs chat
involve d{}l-ng1 [hings i Mexico: T|‘1{:}' cartclrve, Th-:;].-'
can take the trelley, They can live in San Dicgo and

still have an international experience.”

When Marlin arsived bere in 1998 from the
University of Northern lowa, she discovered whar she

called a }Jur:;dnx abour the region: the closeness of the

Ran Motiot,

directon of

international
student sarvices
since 1304, with a
bust of Ghandi
avaor his shouldor
and pictures he
shof in East Alrica
and South Asia in

the 1970,

border actually made it harder co sell study abroad o
some studenes, “Theyd cell me, "Well. | don't need
go abroad. San Diego toa very international commu-
nity. [ go downoto Tijnana,'™ o was an easier sell in

toedar Falls, [owa, or Columbia, Missouri, her previ-
eugacademie stops, " Evervbody i che Midwest real-
ized thiere was 1 big waorld our there and theyd berrer

understand it they were going o live and work 1n

i, shesard, "1 didn'c have o sell the idea 2 muoch as

did here iI]i.liHlE:.-‘.q

Five vears into this crusade, Marlin believes thar San
Mego Stare is appreaching “the tpping point Study
abroad is no longer viewed a5 an exotic thing w de.
The students say char themselves and hear it from
their fricnds, To & person what you hear 5, "Not only
wits this the best thing for me educacionally, ics the

biest thing in my life to dage””

San Diego Stare relies primarily on faculty o build the
bricdges 1o institutions overseas, The Office of
Internarional Programs sceds these elfocts wich faculey
travel grancs; In the first four years, 278 facuiny shared
more than 31,1 million. 1y orher wurd.l,', W WLUTE
going from the tradition thar the president goes and
has a nice signing ceremony and not much ever hap-
pens, toprogeams that are initated ar che faculoye level

where there would be real follow-up,” said Marlin,




International
Student Center's
Jane Kalienzas,

Dawen Aonce

Waad, Ron
MoHat, Emily
Muaxon and Robert

Garalin

Sametimes a lice goes a long way, Polincal scientisc
Brian Loveman has areracred supporr from major foun-
dartions for his work on human rights and military rle
in Latin America. “lts amazing how litde money it
rabes o imakea difference: A program that we started
feaar wears ago with $15.000 on the history of polivical
reconciliation in Chile now receives $1 million in
grants,” said Lovernan, who helds the Fred ). Hansen
Insticure for World Peace Endowed Chatr. He has
capoded numerous colleagues 1o wark with him in
Chile, from the public health department o political
screnice 1o the Internanonal Security and Conflic
Resolurien program. He instigared an essay contest in
which three Chilean schoolieachers won trips o San
Dhiego for developing classroom materizls on human
righis; three San Dhego high school teachers will head
the other way this summer. On a larger scale, San
Dliegn States Tide Vi-funded Langusge Acquisition
Research Cenrer (LARC)

FUAfE resauTce centers—his posted an ies Web sice

one of just 14 marional lan-

extensive marenials about human righes, including
aden interviews with Argentine survivors of thar coun-
trys Cdiroywar” "Weasked LARC, "Can vou combine
l.lllglmgr: acquisition with content that we're inrerested
™ said Loveman. “Theyre using authentic materials
o tedch higher level language skills, and stodents are

learning abour human righes ar the same time,”
v ()

“You can't wurn nothing inte something. [fs not possi-
ble iF vou dont have Bcalty interest,” said Loveman,
Bur atcention from the wop “has made a hope differ-
ence. The adminmseration 15 makang all this stuff passi-

ble, and encouraging mare of ir.,”

San [Mego Ste has other resources chac embellish i
internarional repuzation. lis College of Exrended
Studies operates one of the largess, universine-hased
English as a sccond language programs, deawing 2,000
students ¢ vear from 70 countries. [t provides distance
learning for mare than 40,000 adules worldwide,
inc]uding reachers i the Department of Detense and
internatipnal schools overseas, William Byxbee, who
became dean of extended stsdics 10 2001, said, “Whar
I see ar San Diego Seace is a commiumnent across the
board. Ie's not just coming from the president ar the
provost’s office, Every dean is commited o having
some portion of their programming oftered overseas
andd to increasing the number of people from overseas
coming here. We're opening nurselves wp 1o the our-

sicle world.”

San PHego Stare also helps Jocal reachers open their
classrooms to the waorld. The lnternacional Seodies
Education Progect of San [_"I'E-::__gu (ISTE, anocher
pnnt eftore with UC San Diege, holds wodkshops anid
furnishes curriculum guides 1o 43 school discrices
across San Dicgo County. Ie ran the human rights cur-
riculum contest for teichers from San Diego and their
counterparss in Chile, Director Elsie Begler zaid,
“leachers will come to us and say, 'Oh, my gosh, We
just gora bunch of kids from Erierea and we dont
even know where Etitrea is on the map much less
what they speak,™ I5TEP trics o furnish nat only
muaterials bur also give eachers ideis about whar o ask
o unclerstand 4 new students culture, “Your never
know who's going o show up in vour classeaom,”

Bepler said,

The International Student Cenrer began sending inter
nacional studenes as “incerculoural ambassadoes” o
public schools in 1986, While studenrs on nonimmi-
grant visas generatly cannor work off-campus for pay
in the United Seates. the program also places a dozen
or more international students as interns each vear at
metprofit groups, including the Unired Narions
Association, the International Visitors Councl, and
the World Trade Association. Instead of a paveheck,
they gera scholarship in the form of 3 ane-conrse
tuition waiver, “They love 15,” said Emily M. Maxon,
program coordinator for the lnternational Studen

Center and a walking advertisement for study abroad.



She wenr o Kazakhstan and Cosea Rica a5 an
exchange student in high school, mught English in
lapan atter gerting 2 summa cum Laede BLA, in
Russian studies ar UC San Dicgo in 1995, and, as 4
Yale graduate studene, did incernships at the U5,
embassy in Moscow and in Bucnos Adres, "We really
try to cultivate a spirit of volunteerism here, too, to get
the international students to realize they should give
back—not only to help the new penple along, bur also
ra help with the Peace Village and be pare of the inter-
nationalizanon of the campus.” The week-long Preace
Village is San Diego State’s version of an international
Festival, where students shase cuisine, music, dince,

and more.

Crawn Benze Wood, assistans director of the
ternational Student Cenrer, who grew up on an
lowa farm, was bit by the travel bug ar the Universine
of Northern Towa atter spending a semester 25 an
exchange studenc ar New Mexico State Universiog,
Aret gerting her degree, Wood studied in Denmark,
taught English in the Czech I{{‘.]Jl:hﬁt:. ard gor @ mas-
ters degree at The School for International Training in
Brateleboro, Vermone, Wood used her rechnical and
darabase skills 1o make San Ditego Stares Wb siwe
friendlier for internacional students; and 10 help the
university better track them. "What's casy abour it is
macketing San Dicgo. Prople want 1o come o San

Diege.” she said.

Raoberr Carolin, the assistane director for educarion
abiroad, and colleagues made 67 classcoom prisenti-
tions on study abroad 1o freshimen and others chis fall,
on top of the regulan owice-a-week information ses-
sions at the lnternational Student Center, Caralin, 10,
can draw on personal experience to convinge soudents
to study abroad, An incernational stedies graduare
from Amercan Unversioe wich a master'’s from The
School for Internacional Training, Carolin also taushe
in Japan and spenc a vear in Monrevideo, Uroguay, on
a L5 State Deparrment internship. During college he
also took a Spanish immersion course in Cuernavaea,
Mexico: and still remembers his astonishment ac che
atrporr saying poodbye ro his host family “when my
Mexican mom confessed—in perfect English—thar
shed lived in Chicigo for 12 vears and been a degjay

an the radio theee. She vsed o cliase me sround che

heuse with a piggy bank making me pur i a coin any
timne 1 said a word in English.™ Carolin said, “My two
big selling poines for study shroad are: One, i the
cconomy, stupid. They're going to be more marketable
with an internarional expesience. And two it's ofren
lese expensive to stady abroad than if they szav here

on campus,”

For most, the only sucking poins are dee cost and
whether they can fic it into afready crowded schedules.
Droine internships, a5 most inteenational business
majors do, makes study abroad even more actractive,
TWEre very aggressive abour internacional internships,”
said Sweedler "Chuite a few programs—nursing,
educacion, lusiness, public administration require
students to do a praciicum, Well, students can do that
i another counery; They can work aca hr}spiral in
Mexicn, or in an engineering company in Swirzerland,
at  school in Argenting, or at a magueladara just over
the border, Students are finding thae those with experi-

ence outside the Uniied Scares are gerung berrer jobs.”

Fhe inrernational program that has stirred the most
exciement and drawn the most nationzl avention ar
San Dhego Seate 15 the bilingual, dual-degree program
with Mexican universicies known as MexUS. Michael
fiurgcrr. wha cofounded the internacional business
program, has said MexUS's aim was 1o produce "truly
incernacional managers.” [t was lrunched i 1993 with
the |'|c']rl of a FIPSE £rant and the n:.'uup-:r.{!inn of four
insticutions in two. cotntries within a 13-mile radius:
San Lhego Seate, Southwestern College, the Centro de
Enscfianza Péonica y Superior @nd the Universidad
Autdnoma de Baja Calitornia, Studencs signed up 1o
spend two years on the 11S. campuses and rwoar the

Teresa Clsneros-
Dorahue. & native
of Mexico Ciry, is
an honors gradunte
al San Diego States
Irternatinnal
Businegsa pragram
who now directs
its coiebraled
Internntionnl
Business Exchanges
and Multipie

Dagras Programs



Steven Loughtin-Sacca,
chair of 305U
Imarnational Business
program; Boatriz
Sehulty, associate
directar, study abroad
programs, 505U
Internaticnal Busingss
progiam; Catherine-Ann
Blackburn, ||rulr.':::s|:r
from the Universite du
Fuehoec 4 Chicowtimi
Ractor Michel Belley,
Universite do Ouabec &
Chicoutimi, Stophen
Weber president, Son
Diego State Univorsity!
Tetesa Clsnarmi-
Dopahod, diroctor o
study ehroad programs,
S0EU Internationa|
Buziness program,
former rector Vectos
Everardo Bertran of the
Unwversidagd Aidiimamas
da Baja Calilornia; and
Marianna Borrelleza
coprdinater-at
Unwwersidad

Autiinoma do Baja

Caldformia

Meican universities. Seventy students—mostly

Hispanics who already spoke Spanish—now have
received dual bachelor degrees, and the program has
been haited by leaders of the Uniced States and Mexico
15 2 model ol hilaceral cooperation. In Ovcrober 2002,

Weber and deans from the Universidad Autdnoma de

Baja Californi in Tijeana, Mexico, and the Universind
du Québee a Chicounmi in Canada signed 4 compact
formalizing the st ransnational, miple degree called
CabdexlS for business studenes who achieve fluency
in English, Spanish,and French: The program requires
a year of study i Tijuana and ayear in Quebec ateer
two years or more 10 San Diego. One international
husiness major has .|5.r|.'~1r|:c ;c:-||15'.-5-:'::'|j thi reC LI men s
and several more are signed up. San Diego State has
built on the MexUS experience w develop dual-degree

husiness programs with universities in Brazil, Chile,

and elsewhere; more are on the drawing boards.

Ten wears ago, Mexl)S "was a brand-new concepran
education, Ir wasscary, bur we did it.” said Terdsa
Cisnerns-Donahue, director of internations! bhuasiness
exchanges and multiple-degree programs, Clisneros-
Donahue was born in Mexieo Ciey toa Cuban mother
and a larascan Indian facher fram Morelia,

Michoacin. She emigrated Californiaas an adul

and wound up graduaring with honors from San

[Hero Srae intermational husiness [rrograr.

"Education chamneed my ik soomuch, thaes the reason
1 amy =0 passionare. Many of our students are first gen-

eration going to collere” she said.

Marua B, Hernander, 24, who once picked fruir wich
her tamily, ot her dual MexLUFS degrecsan 2002, Tr
ool anoextra year, "B ics worth it becaose vou are

worth douhle,” said the Trjuana-born Hernandez,

“The lingus franca for business may be English, bur if

vourre geine intermationad, vou must know the cul-
ure.” MexUS ranghs her “the know-how of doing
bustness” on hoth sides of the bordes, she said. "You

could be the best company here in the Uniced Stares,

o v " 3 .
et 1 o -.l(}‘.ll |'|.i‘\.'|.' XA l.'l.\'.'!l'. represenbition .:.'lZII'l.Ii

you won't have any business.ac all.”

Jessic Rich-Greer, 20, a junior from Fremant,

Califoenia, s one ol the fist entranes into the
CaMexUS program. He already studied in Spain for a
semester while atrending Southwestern (:frf|cf;{}. and
spent last summer in French immersion stadies in
Chcoutim i Chaehec, Rich-Gireer, who also works ac
Costco, the warchouse chain that was started here by a
San Dhego Stace alumnus, has taken four years o ger
ta this point of his educanon (including two-and-a-
hall vears in community college) and Hgures icwill
rake him three more—one in Mexico, onein Canada,

ard a final year back here.



How does Rich-Greer manage a joband a demanding
scademic schedule? “Basically vou have no life.” he
said, laughing, "T love to travel and experience new
things, This program is just pesfect for chac Tt offers
everything that [ want.” Onee he gets his three bache
e dhegrees and follows thar with 2 masters, Rich-
Greer envisions working for an internarional COrpoTa-
tion and then searting his own company, "One day

| weant o be head of s:-::n:u:'thmg:' hie said,

MNac every student can devore as long to an undergrad-
pate education as Rich-Greer, Weber pradicred char
the Callext!s program weondd SO, TSt as Mexlis
did. MexUS “has not been a boutque program. It a
sulid; real Up[if_ln:1' the |‘.|El.'.~2§n'.‘h:||.[ sl “Civen [che

Marth Ametican Free Trade Agrcement], given the
£ I+ B

regionalization of the-world economy, [CalexUS] s
going o be anequally attractive credential, worth the
timne it will take to ger it lomkes o ditferent perspec
tive Ir rakesa Jm:gtr rangte, more sophisticated eco
nomic perspeative o understand the opportiniies

thart this will open up”

Like campuses elsewhere, bun Diego State 15 stepping
up effores to offer courses in commercial Spanish and
other practical uses of t:IJI'L"ing languages, Weber
applauds this. "' gl for 1.7 said the former philose-
phy professon, “You just have o handle the ahilinero
commumncate inanother place and another culoure
It vouacguire it because of die commergial emphasis
atd you work thae vocabulary more than anything
elses T doot care avall.. Is ot inherentdy superior
or jn_ﬂ-l_'li{:r. Its oo wieclow tnro the |;mgl_|ﬁgc_ [f rhar's
what you're interested in, open up the window and

po on in.”

The winds of thujlg{: frave Jed lungrimc rhearre pmfcs-
st Anne-Charlotte Harvey to change the way she
thinks abour che soft. charming trace of 3 Swedish
accent still left in her vowels, “For 4 lang rime the
sccent embarrassed me” she confessed, Harvew, wha
received o medal from che king of Sweden, Carl XV1

Custav, in 1998 for inrroducing Swedish culture o

American audicnees (llmmaker lngmar Bergman was
a fellow honaree], szid, "On chis campus vou find
many people who come from varied h;u.‘l-;;_:rmmch'-
many mote than we realized, For so long we were all
trving to look American. sound American. be
American. Mow we tev to celebrare the diversity af ow

background and to bring it into our reaching,”

OF the internationalization of San Diego State, Harvey
said, "I abouc ime: Ir is greas: The excitemnent on

the faculty level has never been higher,”

The Brooklyn-born Sweedler said San Diegn State isa
testing ground for America’s future, “Here we have a
very international and eclecne communicy, people
from all over rhe world, %We have this international
boundary, but it 15 very complicared and Auid,” the
phystce saad, "How do we work i oue so chat we ¢an
provide a decent life and pppertunitics for people of
dilferent languages and backgrounds and cultures?

Thars the future of this country”

The Internarional Student Center has clocks serw
time zones around the world. Large; laminared maps
ab different continens and countries line the hallways.
However, there is no more vivid display of globaliza-

tion inside the conter than all the wehorchkes on the

shelves of Associate Director Jane Kalionzes

Fathbrenhors:
Jegsie Rith-Gree:
‘0%, whi s pursu
ing o CaMexUs
triple degres, and
Marua B
Hermandez 02, o
pradunte of the
MexU5 duat

dagreo program.




Jane Kolionzes.
asgociate director
tor imtarnational
studant sarvices,
helding a deagon
mazsk. Inlernational
students intam on
hawing their country
rospocted’ ofton
bring hor maman-
foes from their

homelands.

pyramids, fans, dragon masks, snow globes, and other
foreign souvenirs accumulared duning 15 vears of

advising thousands of international students.

“They keep bringing me new ones,” she said, “They

say; ‘Theres nothing from my country here,” They are

inrent on having their counery respected.”




