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Jews of the Pacific Coast:

Reinventing Community on America’s Edge
From the California Gold Rush of 1849 to the explosion of population centers in the Southwest in the 1980s, Jews have played a significant role in shaping the Pacific West and redefining Jewish life.  Through their mercantile networks and cultural innovations, their philanthropic institutions and political leadership, western Jews created a distinctive identity. Using historical photographs from their new book, Ellen Eisenberg and Ava F. Kahn will explore the nature of the Jewish experience in the West and explain the important differences among cities and the ways the western Jewish experience has echoed and deviated from the familiar story of American Jewish history. 

Ellen Eisenberg, Willamette University
  Ava F. Kahn, California Studies Center

1 PM on October 17, 2010                                                                                                                          220 West Commons, SDSU Campus 

(Directions: Turn right onto Canyon Crest after exiting onto College Ave. from I-8, at first dead end stop sign intersection, turn right and right again to Parking Lot W, take elevator in adjacent parking structure to 4th floor, cross bridge to West Commons, Signs will guide you to 220).                                                                                                                 
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25th Anniversary Lecture Series
Co-Sponsored by the College of Arts and Letters

This lecture is free and open to the public.  For more information, call 594-5338.






