Dorothy Davis presented a paper on “Teaching Takarazuka: Gender and Gender Performance in Japan” at the annual meetings of the Society for Anthropology in Community Colleges, March 14-18, in Washington DC. One of the goals of these meetings is to explore and share different topics and strategies that improve teaching. Most introductory courses in anthropology cover some bio-cultural anthropology. Sex, gender, and sexuality are topics that are usually included. It seems that textbooks and lecturers have used the same old tired examples for many years. Many professors that do not specialize in this area are also behind in understanding new developments in the study of sex and gender in anthropology. Davis demonstrated how she uses a combination of the more traditional approaches and theories and updates them with current theoretical orientations and a fresh new set of examples. The work done by Jennifer Robertson on Takarazuka fits this format beautifully. There are also web sites that show excerpts from various performances that can be used to illustrate a variety of themes. This presentation generated a tremendous amount of interest and will probably have quite an impact across the country and Canada as the conference participants experiment with this approach in their classes.
