Extracting CPS Data (Stata method)
1. Go to the following website:  http://www.nber.org/data/mare_winship.html/
2. Right click and save the files cpsmw64_88.do, cpsmw89_92.do, and cpsmw.dct

3. Download the data file you need – cpsmw##.zip, where ## = year

4. Extract and save/rename the data file as cpsmw##.raw

5. Open the cpsmw.dct file using Microsoft Word

6. Change the first line to: dictionary using [path]cpsmw##.raw  {  

a. For example, if you have saved all your files in the directory c:\econ640, and you were working on the March 82 supplement, then you would change the first line to dictionary using c:\econ640\cpsmw82.raw

7. Save the cpsmw.dct file (do not use save as, just hit save)

8. Open the cpsmw64_88.do or cpsmw89_92.do files depending on which year you are using with Word.

9. Delete the first line (log using cpsmw, replace)

10. Change the line starting with “quietly infile…” to quietly infile using [path]cpsmw.dct, where path is the directory you have saved your files in.

11. Save this file (again do not use save as).

12. In Stata, select the command “do” and click on cpsmw64_88.do or cpsmw89_92.do in the dialog box.  This will automatically clean up the data and put it into a usable Stata file.
13. Repeat steps 1-12 for the next year in your sample, taking care to rename the data files and amend the .dct and .do files as necessary.

The file mwx.txt on the website tells you what the numeric codes for the different variables mean.  For example, the 60th variable in the sample is Marital Status, which is coded from 1-7.  1 = married, spouse present, 4 = widowed, 7 = never married.  There are significantly more variables in the datafile than you need, so identify which ones you do need and delete the rest.    
