Instruction for Using Poster Presentation Rubric

Students presenting posters have been assigned a 90-minute period to be available to stand by their poster and respond to questions.  During this time, you are to evaluate the quality of the poster as well as the ability of the student to respond to questions from you and others.

Judge Code:  You have been assigned an identification code that is to be recorded on your rubric sheet.  If you do not remember your number, ask the Student Ambassador in your session to locate it.

Abstract Number:  Every student is assigned an abstract number.  Record the abstract number, which identifies the specific presentation, on every presentation you evaluate.  This number can be found in the SRS program and will be on the abstracts sent to you in advance of the SRS. 

Scoring:  Presentations are judged on a 7-point scale. Record a score (1 through 7) for each of the five categories.  You can assign scores ONLY in full-point increments.  It is extremely important that your evaluations are fair, consistent, and that standards/expectations are appropriate for the academic level (i.e., undergraduate, master’s, doctoral).  Be very discriminating with awarding a 7.  This score should be reserved for only truly exceptional presentations. 

Written comments can be added to the bottom of the rubric and these comments will be separated from your individual scores so that your comments will be anonymous and not identifiable.  

When completed, immediately and personally submit your scoring sheet to the judges’ registration desk in the Montezuma Lobby. 

Scoring Categories:  Standards and expectations for the five rubric categories are described below: 

Appearance refers to the style and neatness of the poster.  It should be aesthetically pleasing with a balanced alignment of elements. There should be no grammatical or spelling errors, and all text should be able to be read from at least 6 ft away. 
Originality refers to the research problem or project purpose and to the design or approach.  The problem/purpose should be original and imaginative and display independent thought and/or creative skill and imagination.  The design/approach should expand on established ideas or introduce new ideas. 
Significance refers to the importance or worth of the project purpose.  This category addresses the question of whether it was a meaningful project to conduct and would make a worthwhile contribution to the discipline.  For the re-creative artist, significance is realized though a meaningful relationship of a particular work.

Discussion and Conclusion is the discourse of the findings, the experiential process or outcomes of the project. It should focus on the project and explain the reasoning for the selection of the process or outcomes.  It should also describe the process/outcomes in the context of past findings or performance(s) or works and be accurate and thought-provoking.  A hypothesis-based project should include a conclusion based on the results. Non-hypothesis-based projects should include a summary that condenses the findings, process or outcomes. 

Response to Questions refers to the style of the presenter and the quality of the answers posed to the presenter.  The responses should be given in a manner (e.g., voice mannerisms, body language, and communication skills) that shows the ability to respond to a question as well as the quality of the response. The delivery also considers the enthusiasm, skill, and interest of the student in their project.  

