	Research Title 
	  Biological Field Station and Local Perceptions Towards Primate Conservation

	Review Type
	  Exempt - Prospective Data Collection 

	Document Status
	  Approved 

	
	

	
	


	  
	

	      Study Abstract
	

	This project will focus on the perceptions, knowledge and attitudes of a local population that live near a biological field station with respect to primate conservation and conservation awareness. Assessing these elements of local people is an integral part of the conservation process and is becoming an increasingly important step before new conservation actions are implemented. Non-human primates are an essential part of rainforest ecosystems and their preservation is crucial if the ecological dynamics of forests are to remain stable. However, many people who utilize forest resources or are affected by wildlife of the forests have adopted different attitudes as to what is important with respect to livelihood and/or cultural perceptions. The data gathered in this research project will analyzed to determine if the biological field station has an influence on local people with regard to their perceptions of primate conservation. A major element of this research will be looking at how this field station plays a part in the community and its role in conservation education. This data will be collected through in-person interviews with adult members of the community who live near the field station. Through the help of an assistant/ interpreter, interviews will be conducted either at public places or subjects’ homes. Questions will be short, simple, mostly close-ended questions about knowledge of the field station, the forests, and primates. Analysis of this data will be mostly descriptive to show how local people feel about the field station, the courses taught there, the foreign students who come to study their forests and how receptive they might be to conservation education at a community level. Risks to subjects will be minimal, if at all. Only anonymous information will be collected and will not include the subject’s name or address. No personal information about the subject will be asked or included in the research. In addition, the only research instrument that will be used is the interview process and interpretation through an assistant. 



	      Statement of Purpose and Background
	

	The purpose of this study is to assess how field stations such as La Suerte play a role in community wildlife and conservation education. The forests and wildlife are an important part of these rainforest ecosystems and communities. Field research stations should therefore play an active role in the education of the local people beyond just foreign researchers and students (Fischer 2007). This kind of studies that are relevant to indigenous communities is the type of education that should not be limited to the academic and scholarly community. The field of conservation and its role in promoting awareness can benefit greatly from this type of research. It will expand our awareness of local peoples’ perceptions and attitudes of their forests, land, wildlife, conservation and also the impact that outsiders have on them and their community. A contribution such as this can dilute the issue of researchers, perhaps, taking for granted the importance of biological field stations. 
The best way to assess how local people are responding to the research that is going on in their community is to conduct interviews with those who live around or near the field station (Kideghesho 2007). Most of these people will be affected one way or another by having the station a part of their community. Asking questions that are relevant to the research is the simplest way to gather information. The people in these areas play host to our being able to study their environments. Surveys and interviews are now becoming an extremely reliable source of information (Lepp 2007). This method of assessment is an important scientific way to understand human-wildlife conflicts and attitudes about conservation. 
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	          Subject Characteristics
	

	Subject recruitment for this study will be conducted through an assistant who is a native, local resident of the area. All persons asked to answer questions for the study will be determined to be an adult (over 18) first, before the rest of the interview will continue. In addition, the interviews will be conducted with people who are residents of the areas around or near La Suerte Biological Field Station. The characteristics of these people will be as follows: 

-Adults 

-Male and Female 

-Non-transient residents 

-Plantation workers  
-Those who may be or are affected by: 1) the research conducted at the station and/or the students or researchers who come to live and study at the station 2) The forests and the wildlife 3) New or existing environmental/governmental policies or changes regarding their forests and wildlife 
This selection criterion should give this research a sample size sufficient enough to answer the research question(s). Also, due to having a low restriction of subjects, it will also be representative of much of the population of the area(s) surrounding La Suerte. 



	          Selection Criteria
	

	The selection of subjects for this research will only be limited to adults of the community. The first question asked at the beginning of the interview will be to assess the person's age and determine if the interview can continue. In addition, it will be also be determined if the subject is a permanent resident of the area. The reason for this is to ensure that their answers and feelings about the questions will be due to the fact that they are affected directly by either the field station, the students and researchers who come to study in the area, and any changes in environmental policies of the community. Any persons who come into the area on a transient, non-resident basis (i.e.; those who may travel from outside the area to work on the plantations) will be excluded. This is essentially how the screening process will take place. 



	      
	

	          Recruitment Source
	

	Recruitment source will be aided through my interpreter/assistant. He is a local native resident of the area and has access to many of the local people. He will be with me as we approach people for the interview process and for any household interviews. 



	          Recruitment Methods
	

	Methods will include approaching local people and asking for time to answer some questions. Initial information provided to subjects before interview/questions begin will be: 

-My information (American student doing research) 

-Information will be completely anonymous 

-Presentation of informed consent (verbal) Methods will not include any type of advertisement, incentives or access to public records for recruitment of subjects. 



	          Informed Consent Process
	

	All subjects will be asked by the PI to participate in a short interview about primates and La Suerte Biological Field Station. If a subject refuses immediately, any attempt at recruitment will end. If they give permission to be interviewed, the appropriate information will be presented before the interview continues. This includes introducing myself, the basics of the interview, assuring their anonymity, and allowing them to read the informed consent document. The document will be translated into Spanish and any specific questions can be answered by my interpreter/assistant so that the subject can feel comfortable participating. 



	          Permission
	

	No permissions beyond consent of the subject to be interviewed needed for data collection for this research.



	      
	

	          Research Design
	

	A project such as this that looks more closely at small population on the edges of forests will help future researchers with information on data collection and objectives as well as an overall awareness on the importance of assessing local populations’ attitudes, perceptions, and needs. Also, how a population is receiving their information about conservation is vital in terms of long-term education. It is extremely important to look at issues at the community level because these local populations are the ones who benefit or are affected by any changes in their environment. 
This study will analyze data to determine if there has been an affect on the local population due to having a biological field station in the community. Overall percentages of responses will be presented as well as any significant relationships in the data. For example, relationships between occupation and feelings about foreign researchers will be compared and analyzed. Also, I will look at past research projects and compare data to determine if there are similarities with regard to demographics, regions, and culture. Most importantly, I will be looking for any implications for influence on attitude, knowledge and perceptions due to the existence of the biological field station in this small community of Costa Rica. 
Hypothesis: Does the existence of a biological field station have an influence in the attitudes, knowledge, and perceptions of primate conservation in a forest community of Costa Rica? 
Questions to be answered: Are local people aware of what species of primates live in their forests? 
Is there an overall positive or negative attitude towards foreign researchers and students working in their community? 
Do people feel as if they know more about primates and the forests because of the field station where courses are taught and researchers work? 
Is there a relationship between demographics (age, gender, occupation, etc.) and attitudes and knowledge about primates and the forests? 
What is the overall attitude about primates? 
About the research station? 
What is the average local experience with primates? 



	          Subject Involvement
	

	Subject Involvement The only task that subjects will be asked to complete is responding to questions during the interview process. The amount of time anticipated to answer questions will be approximately 20-30 minutes to ask questions and record responses and any subsequent interpretation by my assistant. No other special procedures will be used involving the subjects. 



	          Study Location
	

	Limon Province of Costa Rica. Communities surrounding La Suerte Biological Research Station. Data collection will take place in public places or in households appropriate to subject recruitment. My assistant and I will conduct interviews during times that are appropriate and approved by the subject. 



	          Tests, Questionnaires, and Interview Guides
	

	Interview Questions: 
1. Age 
2. Are you native to this area?  
-How long have you lived here? 
3. Occupation 
4. Education level 
5. Gender 
Primates and the forests: 
1. Have you ever seen the monkeys in the forests? 
2. Will you name the types of monkeys that are in the forests? 
3. Have you ever seen any monkeys outside of the forests? 

-Close to your home or property? 

-Other public places? c. Farmland? Crops? 
4. How often do you go into the forests? 
5. Is it important to protect the forests in your area? 
6. Can you list some of the species of wildlife in your forests? 
7. How do you feel about wildlife (monkeys?) (Forests?) (Conservation?) 
8. Have the forests always been the same size since you can remember? 

-Smaller? 

-Why or why not? 
La Suerte: 
1. Do you know about La Suerte Biological Field Station? 

-Where it is located? 
2. Have you ever been there? 
3. Do you know who owns La Suerte? 

-Anyone who works or has worked there? 
4. Do you know why people come to La Suerte? 

-What people do there? 
5. Do you know what kind of classes they teach at La Suerte? 
6. Is La Suerte an important part of your community? 

-Why? 
-How? 
7. Do you think you know more (has your knowledge expanded) about the forests and wildlife because of La Suerte? 

-How?

-Why? 
8. How do you feel about the foreign students who come to work and study your forests and wildlife?

-The foreign researchers? 
9. Did you ever learn about the monkeys and the forests when you were younger (in school)? 

-What did you learn? 
10. Would you take a class at La Suerte to learn more about the monkeys and the forests? 
Questions in Spanish: IRB Interview Questions 1. Edad 2. Sexo 3. Ocupación 4. Nivel Escolar 5. Eres nativo a esta área? o Cuanto tiempo has vivido en esta área? Monos y la selva 1. Has visto a monos en el selva? 2. Podrías nombrar el tipo de mono que has visto en la selva? 3. Has visto monos fuera de la selva? a. Cerca de su habitación? b. En otros lugares públicos? c. En campos de agricultura? 4. Cada cuanto entra usted a las selvas? 5. Es importante proteger las selvas en su área? 6. Me pudiera mencionar algunas de las especies de animales que habitan en las selvas? 7. Como se siente usted de los animales? (monos?) (Selvas?) (Conservación?) 8. Ha cambiado el tamaño de las selvas? De lo que recuerda usted, siempre han sido del mismo tamaño? a. Mas pequeñas? b. Porque si o porque no? La Suerte: 1. Usted sabe de La Suerte Estación Biológica? a. Donde esta localizada? 2. Ha estado usted ahí alguna vez? 3. Conoce al dueño de La Suerte? a. Conoce a alguna persona que ha trabajado ahí? 4. Sabe usted porque gente va a La Suerte? a. Sabe que hace la gente en La Suerte? 5. Conoce el tipo de clases que enseñan en La Suerte? 6. Es La Suerte una importante parte de su comunidad? a. Porque? Como? 7. Cree usted que su conocimiento de la selva y sus animales ha incrementado por La Suerte? a. Porque? Como? 8. Como se siente usted ante los estudiantes extranjeros que vienen a estudiar la Selva y los animales? a. Sobre los investigadores extranjeros? 9. Alguna vez aprendió sobre los monos y las selvas cuando era mas joven? (en la escuela?) a. Que aprendió? 10. Tomaría usted una clase en La Suerte para poder aprender mas de los monos y las selvas? 



	          Potential Problems
	

	Anticipated potential problems may be the subjects declining to be interviewed. Being that this is the only way that data will be gathered and the only research instrument, a large number of people who decline to be interviewed may cause a potential problem for the project. 



	      Potential Benefits 
	

	The information gathered from this project will provide other researchers with a guideline for future, similar projects. It will also allow the scientific community to appreciate the role that field stations play in local communities. The subjects and population in general may benefit if the interview process promotes an interest in primates and the forests as well as gaining further information on the issues that affect them and their community. 



	     
	

	         Risks Identification, Assessment and Management
	

	Any risks involved with this research will be very minimal. The only requirement of the subjects will be to answer questions during the interview process. There will be no physical risk or harm associated with this research. In addition, there will be no risks anticipated that could be associated with legal, social, or economic harm. All information collected will be benign and anonymous. It could be assumed that there is limited psychological harm to subjects simply by invoking feelings about their environment and knowledge of their community. The questions have been stated such that any feelings of intellectual alienation will be minimized or eliminated. With that, the interview will also be respectful and sensitive to any cultural ideals by stating the questions in a simple manner and avoiding any judgment. If problems arise in the first stages of the interview process, certain questions may be required to be re-worded or stated differently. These problems will be managed with the help of my assistant and his knowledge of local cultural ideals and language.



	          Confidentiality
	

	All data collected will be anonymous to maintain confidentiality. All collected data will be coded and stored with the PI. No personal information will be linked to the subjects' responses. 



	      Costs 
	

	Subjects will not incur any costs by participating in the study. 



	      Compensation and Incentives
	

	No compensation or incentive will be offered to subjects for participation in this study.



	      Investigator Experience
	

	Graduate level coursework: Primate Behavior - collected and analyzed data of primates in a captive setting Primate Conservation - understanding the threats to primates in the wild and conservation policies Anthropological Data Analysis - course dealing with statistical analysis of data using SPSS software. Primate Ecology and Behavior Field Course - May/June 2006 - La Suerte Biological Field Station, Costa Rica I have also completed and passed the IRB Tutorial online through the office of Graduate Research Affairs. 
My primary adviser, Dr. Erin Riley, has extensive experience in data collection through interviews to assess local people's perceptions of forest resources. Her dissertation work on Sulawesi, Indonesia analyzed the human-wildlife conflict with regard to overlapping resources. 
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