INAMORI  FELLOWSHIPS

November, 2009

The Inamori Foundation, created by Dr. Kazuo Inamori, founder of Kyocera Corporation, will contribute $50,000 to San Diego State University annually for the four-year duration of the agreement.
Funds from this contribution were allocated to a specific research project for the first year.  Beyond that, SDSU determined that the funds would be used to recognize ten outstanding graduate students, who would each receive a $5,000 Inamori Fellowship.

Competition for the fellowships opened in September, 2009, and closed on October 15.  Applicants were asked to describe their academic backgrounds and achievements, the projects in pursuit of which they would use the award, and the research environments in which they worked.  Each applicant’s major advisor provided a letter describing the candidate’s qualifications for the award.

There were 179 applicants for the ten awards, and the quality of the pool was extraordinary.

A committee of six faculty and staff members representing four colleges reviewed the applications, and reduced the pool to 30 finalists.  The committee met on November 2 to evaluate the finalists and to select from among them the ten Inamori Fellows for 2009-10.

Fellows were selected from four colleges: Sciences, Health and Human Services, Arts and Letters, and Professional Studies and Fine Arts.  They are:
Cynthia Burton.  Ms. Burton is enrolled in the Joint Doctoral Program (JDP) in Clinical Psychology.  She is an honors graduate of the University of California at San Diego (UCSD), and conducted research in UCSD’s Department of Psychiatry before joining the doctoral program.  Ms. Burton is performing neuropsychological assessments and interventions in patients with severe mental illnesses or traumatic brain injury.  She has published three refereed journal articles and two book chapters, with five more under review, and has given 14 presentations at professional meetings.
Iris Caffin.  Ms. Caffin is a student in the Master of Arts program in Television, Film, and New Media Production.  She graduated summa cum laude (3.98 GPA) from SDSU in 2009, and was named the most outstanding graduate in the College of PSFA.  Ms. Caffin received Emmy Awards in 2008 and 2009 for Outstanding Student Achievement for producing, directing and editing the situation comedy Three of a Kind (2008) and the drama Hollywood Heights (2009).
Karen Campbell.  Ms. Campbell is in the JDP in Computational Sciences.  She graduated from UCSD with a degree in physics, which is the basis for her work in the multidisciplinary field of computational sciences.  Ms. Campbell is conducting research in Thailand and Peru, designed to reveal the transmission vectors of dengue fever.  Her work occurs at the intersection of statistics, epidemiology, entomology, geography, and economics.  She has published six refereed articles, with three under review.  Ms. Campbell is also the lead investigator of a multimillion dollar proposal on tropical disease eradication to the Gates Foundation that has advanced to the final stages of review.

Melody Ding Ding.  Ms. Ding took her undergraduate degree with honors in China, then her Master of Public Health degree at SDSU, where she was named most outstanding graduate of the program.  She is now enrolled in the JDP in the Graduate School of Public Health (GSPH) with an emphasis on Health Behavior.  Ms. Ding works on intervention programs to reduce the prevalence of tobacco use and obesity.  She has published eight refereed articles and two book chapters, and has made seven presentations at professional meetings. 
Kimberlee Fischer.  Ms. Fischer is a student in the Biology JDP.  She graduated from UCSD with a degree in microbiology, while also conducting research at the Scripps Research Institute on genetically modified stem cells.  Ms. Fischer was subsequently awarded both a Rees-Stealy Foundation Fellowship and an ARCS Scholarship for her graduate work at SDSU.  She has demonstrated that genetically modified cardiac stem cells can be infused into mice to regenerate heart tissue following a myocardial infarction, and is now exploring the molecular basis for this recovery.  Ms. Fischer has published six refereed articles, including in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences.
Shira Goldenberg.  Ms. Goldenberg is enrolled in the JDP in the GSPH, with an emphasis on Global Health.  She took her Bachelor’s degree from McGill University with Great Distinction, and her Masters from the University of British Columbia.  Ms. Goldenberg is a Fulbright Scholar.  She is studying the international spread of HIV, following migration patterns of vulnerable populations, with particular attention to the impact of the sex trade in Tijuana.  Ms. Goldenberg has published eight journal articles and has given invited presentations at professional meetings in four countries.
Jennifer Iudicello.  Ms. Iudicello is a student in the JDP in clinical psychology.  She is studying the additive effects of drug abuse and HIV infection on changes in language and memory.  Ms. Iudicello has published seven refereed articles and two book chapters and has made 16 presentations at professional meetings.  She has received three national awards from the American Psychological Association: the Student Research Award (2006), the Blue Ribbon for her Masters thesis (2008), and the Cognitive Science award (2009).
Brandon Keehn.  Mr. Keehn is a student in the JDP in Language and Communications Disorders.  He took his undergraduate degree at the University of Washington, then conducted research at Boston University before coming to SDSU.  Mr. Keehn is using eye-tracking technology, electroencephalography, and functional MRI to assess brain function in normally developing and autistic children and adolescents.  He has published five journal articles and given eight presentations at professional meetings.
Christopher Lippett.  Mr. Lippett is enrolled in the JDP in Geography.  He is a magna cum laude graduate of Clark University, from which he also took his Master’s degree.  Mr. Lippett has received awards for his work in remote sensing and geospatial information technology from Clark, from regional and national societies, and from NASA.  He is exploring the application of both fixed wing and satellite sensing on time-sensitive events such as natural disasters.  He is President of the student chapter of the national organization on remote sensing.  Mr. Lippett has published nine journal articles and has made 17 professional presentations.
Matthew Worley.  Mr. Worley is a student in the JDP in clinical psychology and concurrently will earn a Master’s degree in Public Health.  He took his undergraduate degree from Princeton University.  He is focused on the development and treatment of drug abuse disorders, with an emphasis on depressed and substance-dependent veterans.  Mr. Worley has published six refereed articles and given 12 professional talks.
San Diego State University is most appreciative of the generosity of the Inamori Foundation.
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