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WELCOME BACK

Division of Graduate Affairs Personnel Changes
We are pleased to announce that Dr. Chris Glembotski has accepted the position of Associate Dean in the Division of Graduate Affairs. We appreciate and will Dr. Steve Kramer who has returned to Audiology Department. 

Graduate Equity Fellowship Program

Apply by September 21, 2007

The Graduate Equity Fellowship is a California grant program administered by Graduate and Research Affairs. Award amounts range from $500 to $4,500 per year for up to two years (four semesters maximum).
Qualification Guidelines

· California resident

· Enrolled fulltime (minimum 9 units a semester) as a classified, conditionally classified, or certificate-program student

· Maintain a 3.00 GPA 

· Economically disadvantaged – Need to show a minimum of $1000 in financial need as determined by the Office of Financial Aid & Scholarships 

· Complete Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)

· A brief essay 

Applications for the Graduate Equity Fellowship are available from OGRA office or on-line at: http://gra.sdsu.edu/file_upload/GradEqutyFlshpApp07.doc
Student awards will be announced on October 12, 2007 for both incoming and continuing students.  Students will be notified by the Scholarship office of their awards.
Plan A/Plan B
Plan A is technically the thesis/project option.  When students opt for Plan A, they must complete a thesis approval form with appropriate signatures, enroll in 799A for one semester.  If the thesis or project is not completed after one semester, the student enrolls in 799B the semester the thesis will be completed.  If a student chooses to do a project for the thesis, it is necessary for the student to complete the thesis by doing an introductory chapter, a bibliographic review, and then attach in some form the project—a piece of art, a play, a novel, a musical score, etc.  

Over the last few years, several departments have chosen to accept a publishable journal article as the project/thesis.  A journal article was never the intent of the Plan A option.  However, many departments are eager to use this option.  The Division of Graduate Affairs has had to step back and take a look at how it has been working and whether  it would be best to formalize the process before, possibly, making this a university-wide option.

As it turns out, accommodating the "journal option" has presented a good number of problems, academic as well as formatting, trying to meet the requirements of a traditional thesis while, at the same time, producing a publishable journal article. As we in Graduate Affairs discussed the issue relative to Title 5 requirements for a thesis, project, or comprehensive exam, we came to the following conclusion: Because a published journal article is equal to or possibly even more valuable than a thesis for admission to a Ph.D. program, there is no need to complicate or weaken the traditional thesis by trying to incorporate a journal article. Any of our master’s programs except for Interdisciplinary Studies may offer Plan B, a comprehensive exam.  It is within the purview of departments to decide whether to accept the journal article, with an oral defense, as meeting the requirements of the comprehensive exam. This would not require a Curricular Change Proposal or any extra work for the department. Therefore, the Division of Graduate Affairs has decided to shift the "journal option" from Thesis (Plan A) to Comprehensive Exam (Plan B). Students who wish to produce a journal article versus a traditional thesis could have their Programs of Study (POS) changed to the Plan B option. 

To implement this change in policy for your programs, the current academic year (2007-08) can be used for the transition. For students who want the journal article option and for whom there would be no adverse effect from changing their POS to Plan B, we recommend that they do so as soon as possible. Students who will be completing their degree during this academic year and for whom such a change in POS would have a negative impact, can continue to follow the established guidelines for integrating the journal article into the thesis. Beginning with the 2008-2009 academic year, integration of a journal article into the thesis will no longer be an option.
Special admit status per college

	College
	AY Allocation
	Fall Admits
	Percent Used
	# Available for Spring 2008

	Arts and Letters
	40
	28
	70
	12

	Business Adm.
	57
	38
	67
	19

	Education
	38
	38
	100
	0

	Engineering
	24
	19
	79
	5

	Health and Human Services
	44
	19
	43
	25

	Professional Studies and Fine Arts
	33
	21
	64
	12

	Sciences
	51
	32
	63
	19


Aid Eligibility and the Measurement of Satisfactory Academic Progress for Graduate Students Office of Financial Aid & Scholarships


The Office of Financial Aid and Scholarships (OFAS) is required to enforce a policy for satisfactory academic progress that ensures financial aid recipients earn academic units in a manner consistent with receiving a degree in a reasonable amount of time. After conferring with staff in the Office of Graduate and Research Affairs, the OFAS has made a few changes to the policy (effective at the end of the spring 2007 semester) in order to continue to comply with federal regulations as they apply to graduate students.  There are two components to the OFAS satisfactory academic progress policy.

1. A student may receive financial aid until he or she reaches the maximum units or full-time equivalent semesters (FTES) established for his or her degree, credential, and/or certificate.

2. A student may receive financial aid as long as he or she has successfully completed a sufficient number of cumulative units attempted. 

I.
Maximum Units/FTES/Thesis Enrollment  

A financial aid policy pertaining to maximum units/FTES has been in place for graduate students (classified and conditionally classified) for many years. However, because unit values for thesis courses are not set in the same manner as other courses, the OFAS is not able to properly determine if the student has exceeded the maximum number of units and FTES allowed for maintaining aid eligibility.  To address this issue, after conferring with staff in the Office of Graduate and Research Affairs, the OFAS has established the following academic progress policy for handling enrollment in Thesis 799A, 799B or 799C for all graduate students.

For purposes of demonstrating satisfactory academic progress and maintaining aid eligibility, when the OFAS evaluates all students’ progress at the end of the spring semester, if a graduate student has enrolled in any combination of Thesis 799A and 799B coursework for a total of four or more semesters, or in Thesis 799C for two or more semesters, the student becomes ineligible for financial aid for all subsequent semesters including the summer session. The student may submit an appeal to the OFAS that explains when he or she will be completing the thesis or comprehensive exams. A letter of support from the student’s thesis chair or adviser is required for the OFAS to determine if extending the student’s aid eligibility is appropriate.

By utilizing this approach, the OFAS is able to exclude thesis coursework when calculating FTES or units attempted.  To minimize disruption to students, faculty and staff all continuing graduate students started with a “clean slate” so that any past enrollment in thesis coursework is disregarded by the OFAS for purposes of this policy.  (NOTE:  This “clean slate” does not apply to the existing policy for measuring maximum units and full-time equivalent semesters.)  Also, because the OFAS evaluates students’ academic progress only once per year at the end of each spring semester, the soonest a student could become ineligible for aid based on this policy is at the end of spring 2008.

II.
Completing a Sufficient Number of Cumulative Units Attempted  

The OFAS has relied solely on the policies of the Office of Graduate and Research Affairs and academic departments to ensure that graduate students are successfully completing an adequate number of units attempted.  In order to continue to comply with federal regulations the OFAS must modify the current satisfactory academic progress policy to utilize the same unit completion standard for graduate students (excluding joint doctoral students) that is currently used for undergraduate and credential students.  The following satisfactory academic progress policy mirrors that standard, but is modified to reflect that full-time enrollment for a graduate student is defined as 9 units. (Exception:  Enrollment in thesis coursework does not count toward units attempted.)

A student must complete a minimum number of units each year to demonstrate satisfactory academic progress. The minimum is derived from the number of full-time equivalent semesters the student has attempted, based on enrollment at the census date each semester. If a student falls short of the minimum expected (i.e., is deficient) by more than 6.0 units as of the end of the spring semester, the student is ineligible for financial aid until the deficiency is reduced to 6.0 or less. The student may submit an appeal to the OFAS if there are special circumstances to be considered.
To minimize disruption to students, faculty and staff all continuing graduate students will start with a “clean slate” so that any past performance in which units were not satisfactorily completed is disregarded as it applies to this policy.  Also, because the OFAS evaluates students’ academic progress only once per year at the end of each spring semester, the soonest a student could become ineligible for aid based on this policy is at the end of spring 2008. The following information expands upon this policy statement and defines relevant terminology.

Measuring Units Attempted:  A graduate student must be enrolled in at least 9 units to be considered full-time (i.e., 9 units = 1 FTES).  When a student is admitted to SDSU as a graduate student the OFAS calculates an initial number of full-time equivalent semesters (FTES) based on the units the student transferred in upon admission, if any. Total units are divided by 9 and the result is rounded down to the nearest increment of .25. For example, a student with 15 transfer units would have an initial FTES of 1.50 (15 ÷ 9 = 1.67, rounded down to 1.50). Each subsequent semester the student’s units-enrolled as of census (excluding thesis units) are converted to FTES and then added to the cumulative number of FTES attempted. The most a graduate student will be assessed in any semester is 1.0 FTES, even if the student is enrolled in more than 9 units. 


Enrollment
Full-time Equivalent
Enrollment


Status
Semesters
at Census


Full-time
1.0 FTES
9 or more units


¾ - time
0.75 FTES
7 or 8 units


½ - time
0.50 FTES
5 or 6 units


Less than ½ - time
0.25 FTES
3 or 4 units

Determining Cumulative Units Completed:  The student’s total FTES attempted is used to derive the number of cumulative units that must be completed by the end of the spring semester each year (within a 6.0 unit tolerance). For example, in order to remain eligible for financial aid, a graduate student who has attempted 3.0 FTES must come within at least 6 units of successfully completing 27 units (3 FTES x 9 units = 27 units). In other words, this graduate student must have completed 21 or more units (27– 6 = 21). (Exception:  Enrollment in thesis coursework does not count toward full-time equivalent semesters or units attempted/completed.)  Refer to the OFAS Web site (www.sdsu.edu/financialaid) for an illustration of how satisfactory academic progress would be tracked and applied for a fictional SDSU student.

The official grading system described in the SDSU Graduate Bulletin is the source for determining whether grades assigned to graduate students are considered satisfactorily completed.  

· Courses for which the student receives a grade of A through C count toward the student’s cumulative units completed.  

· Courses for which the student receives a grade of C-, D, F, I, NC, RP, AU, IC, W or WU do not count toward the student’s cumulative units completed.  

All continuing SDSU graduate students, excluding those in a joint doctoral program, will be notified of this policy change via an SDSU Web Portal message and, for those who apply for financial aid, via an AidLink alert.  New SDSU graduate students are notified of the policy during new student orientation and when they are awarded financial aid. 

Questions/ Clarification

Please contact Suzanne Goulet with the Office of Financial Aid and Scholarships at (619) 594-3363.  

GRA main:                       http://gra.sdsu.edu/index.html
Research Affairs:               http://gra.sdsu.edu/research.php
Graduate Affairs:               http://gra.sdsu.edu/index.php
and Diss. & Thesis Review       http://www.sdsu.edu/thesis
Remind students to apply for residency.
