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GRADUATE ADVISOR WORKSHOP
Friday, November 9th we held our annual graduate advisor workshop.  

Chris could you please give an over all review plus state that all paperwork is available in our office for those who missed the workshop?

GRADUATE STUDENT FINANCIAL SUPPORT 

The Sally Casanova California Pre-Doctoral Program is designed to increase the diversity of the pool of potential university faculty by supporting the doctoral aspirations of individuals who are:

Current upper division or graduate students in the CSU

Economically and educationally disadvantaged

U.S. citizens or permanent residents

Leaders of tomorrow

The program offers graduate students who are interested in doctoral programs the opportunity to explore doctoral study with a cash award of $2000 to the student and $1000 to the faculty mentor. This money can be used for travel expenses to prospective universities, taking the GRE, attending seminars, subscriptions to publications etc.   Students who receive this award also are given the opportunity to participate in one of UC’s summer research internship programs during the summer of 2009.  All details of this scholarship program can be found on www.CalState.edu/predoc.  Applications are available in our office and on-line.  Applications are to be submitted only through the Graduate and Research Affairs office. You may contact Janet Rodgers (jrodgers@mail.sdsu.edu) if you have any questions.  Applications are due in the Graduate and Research Affairs office by March 28, 2008.  Applications will be reviewed and recommendations will be forwarded to the CSU.  
The Chancellors Doctoral Incentive Program is a program designed for underrepresented students; it provides financial assistance to doctoral students who are interested in teaching careers in the CSU.  Loans of up to $10,000 per year up to a total of $30,000 within 5 years are available at a very low interest rate. If the recipient is hired at a CSU campus as a tenure track faculty member for each year of service 20% of the loan is forgiven. This program also requires a faculty mentor who will sponsor the student. Our deadline for applications is February 29, 2008.  All details of this loan program as well as an application request can be found at http://www.calstate.edu/HR/FLP/
Applications may also be picked up in the Graduate and Research Affairs office.  jrodgers@mail.sdsu.edu


Thesis Committee Membership Policy Change

The Graduate Council has approved a modification of the policies regarding service on dissertation committees.  The change “In rare circumstances, lecturers and adjuncts in the department, or faculty members from another department, who meet all other criteria may qualify.”  This allows experts in some fields to be included on committees given they are awarded adjunct status in the department.  Any department wishing to use adjunct faculty on dissertation committees must submit the request with justification and a copy of the person’s vita to the Graduate Dean for approval.

Conditional Admission of Students

If you have not as yet notified the students you have admitted conditionally of the requirements for classified standing, please do so.  One important comment we heard at the most recent meeting with Graduate Advisors was that the students who are accepted conditionally are not apprised of the conditions at the time of acceptance.  It was felt by some advisors that this was important to communicate to students, so that they could better understand the parameters of the conditions when deciding whether to accept our offer of admissions.  Graduate Affairs conferred with Enrollment Services and found that when they inform students that they’ve been accepted with conditions, they also send a note telling students to check with their departments to determine what those conditions are.  Many departments take a proactive approach, and they also send out a letter of acceptance as well as a conditions statement.  We recommend this approach to solving the problem of communicating the conditions to students.

We remind you that if your conditional admits are not reclassified by the end of two semesters; a registration hold is placed on them.  We cannot remove the hold until the adviser has notified the Office of Graduate Affairs that the conditions have been met.

Online Supplemental (departmental) Applications

As a result of the considerable constructive input we have received from graduate advisors at our meeting and workshop, we have decided to work proactively with enrollment services to design and implement fully electronic supplemental applications, also known as departmental applications.  We will establish a small task force comprised of graduate affairs leadership, several graduate advisors, and enrollment services leadership, with the goal of carrying this project forward, in anticipation of offering this as an option beginning in the Fall of 2008.  It is our anticipation that this will replace the current paper applications, it will make applying to CSU mentor and the department seamless for the students, and it will speed up the application process.  We will update you as this important project develops.  

MyGAP on your Department Web Page
The My Graduate Access Page, or MyGAP, is off to a wonderful start.  We’re seeing a lot of student interest in the page, and therefore we think we are having a positive impact on the marketing of our graduate programs and engagement of prospective graduate students.  We invite you to add a brief explanation of MyGAP, as well as a link and logo to MyGAP, to your department and/or graduate program web pages.  This will help ensure that students who hit your site before SDSU Prospective Students will still be encouraged to sign up for MyGAP.  For more information on the link and logo, contact Janet Rodgers in Graduate Affairs jrodgers@mail.sdsu.edu or see below.

Attached you will find the logo for the MyGAP web page and below you will find the link. 
             https://emt.askadmissions.net/sdsu_grad/emtinterestpage.aspx?ip=graduate
We invite prospective graduate students to visit our Graduate Access Page, or MyGAP. Using MyGAP you can build a customized web page containing personalized information about SDSU graduate programs of specific interest to you. Please click on the icon below to create your own MyGAP web site.

Student Research Symposium
SDSU is pleased to announce the first annual Student Research Symposium (SRS) and cordially invites all SDSU students to participate in this exciting event. The SRS showcases student research, scholarship and creative activity through oral and poster presentations.  SRS awardees will compete in the 2008 CSU Student Research Competition at CSU East Bay. Online registration opens on December 1, 2007. The SRS is a two-day event scheduled for Friday, February 29 and Saturday, March 1, 2008 in Aztec Center. Please encourage your students to participate and consider serving as a judge for the SRS. 

Human Research Protections 
An updated version of the web-based training on ethical principles and practices in human subjects research was implemented last year. This training is required for faculty, students and key personnel who involve human subjects in research and meets NIH and SDSU human research training requirements. Students and/or faculty who plan to submit a protocol for review by the SDSU Institutional Review Board (IRB) are asked to complete this tutorial prior to developing the IRB protocol. 

NSF Requires Training in Responsible Conduct of Research (RCR) 
Institutions that receive National Science Foundation (NSF) funding must now provide training for students in responsible and ethical research practices as per the America Creating Opportunities to Meaningfully Promote Excellence in Technology, Education, and Science (COMPETES) Act signed by President Bush in August. National Institutes of Health (NIH) implemented this requirement several years ago for trainees supported by National Research Service Award (NRSA) Research Training Grants (T32 and T43).

Graduate & Research Affairs provides research ethics training responsive to both NIH and NSF requirements through a 1-unit Seminar in Research Ethics (INT-S 690). This course is offered each semester and will be offered again in the spring on Wednesday evenings from 6:00 – 7:50 p.m. Contact Dena Plemmons for more information (plemmons@mail.sdsu.edu). 

Research Ethics Journal Club
The Research Ethics Journal Club is a joint effort of UCSD, SDSU and USD to promote discussion of literature relevant to research ethics. Topics focus on ethical dimensions associated with the practice of research. The REJC meets off-campus on the 2nd Wednesday of each month from 9-10:30 a.m. Both students and faculty are welcome to participate as well as present on a topic of interests. Contact Camille Nebeker for more information (nebeker@mail.sdsu.edu).

Research Ethics Seminar Series
The RESS is designed for faculty and students to discuss ethical issues and challenges in the conduct of research and scholarship. The format this year is a panel-in-residence that rotates each semester. This semester, the panel addresses issues of responsible approaches to the design, implementation and dissemination of research. The last session for the fall semester is scheduled for November 14th from 12-1:30 in the Alan and Debbie Gold Auditorium in the Bio Sciences Center. Please contact Dena Plemmons for more information (plemmons@mail.sdsu.edu).
HAPPY THANKSGIVING!!
