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Welcome to the fall semester. 

deadline for Graduation Applications and Fee Change

The deadline to apply for December graduation is September 18.  The new graduation application fee is $55. 
Applications are available on line http://gra.sdsu.edu/Graduate/Studentsvcs/forms.html#appforgraduation.
Recruitment fairs

Beginning the middle of September, the Division of Graduate Affairs will once again be attending recruitment fairs representing SDSU and its graduate programs.  The universities we will be attending have not been completely selected as of this date.  Recruiting begins the middle of September and ends the 2nd week in November.  As we did last year, your department will be sent completed information cards by interested students.  You will then be asked to contact these prospective students.  
Thesis INFORMATION        

September 18th is the deadline for adding Thesis 799A/799B.  

A student who has completed all his/her course work and have been enrolled in Thesis 799A may enroll in Thesis 799B through Extended Studies given 799B is his/her only class.  Students who have completed their course work and have been enrolled in Thesis 779A and have been out of the university for two semesters or more may enroll in Thesis 799B through Extended Studies without having to reapply to the university.  In all cases students must apply for graduation in the semester they expect to complete the thesis.

The Thesis Manual is only available in the Aztec Bookstore.  All other information regarding Thesis is available at http://gra.sdsu.edu/Graduate/Thesis/index.htm

If all the Thesis Committee members sign off on the final signature page of a student's thesis, it is considered approved and the student should not be held responsible for further changes. 

Look for information on the Fall BATS thesis template workshops in a separate email message from Linda Kilroy. Please forward the information to your Plan A graduate students

Student Advising

Please be sure and submit students programs of study and notices of advancement to candidacy in a timely manner using electronic submittal.  www.sdsu.edu/portal. 
Bulletin and graduate council Changes for 2006-07

TOEFL/IELTS [Graduate Bulletin (GB) p. 25]
Students for whom English is a second language who have not earned their undergraduate degree at an English speaking institution may qualify for admission with a score of 213 [was 550] (paper version) or 80 [was 213] (internet version) on the TOEFL or they may qualify for admission with a score of 6.5 on the International English Language Testing System (IELTS) [now used in place of the TWE].

General Admission Requirements (Approved by Graduate Council) 

Members of the faculty of San Diego State University holding appointments at or above the rank of lecturer may be candidates for degrees on this campus.  Faculty may not seek degrees or register for credit in courses within their own departments, programs, or schools and retain faculty status in that department. 
Graduate Standing (Conditional Classified) (GB p. 26)
Students who have not completed the GRE/GMAT requirement and/or the TOEFL/IELTS requirement will not be eligible for conditional admission. 

Postbaccalaureate Standing (unclassified) (GB p. 26)
Exchange students (non-foreign), visitors from other CSU campuses, and other transitory students may be admitted for one semester as unclassified graduate students.

Advancement to Candidacy (GB p. 39)

A student who holds classified graduate standing and who meets the scholastic, professional, and personal standards of the university may be considered for advancement to candidacy for the master’s degree at the point of submission of the official program of study. For the Master of Arts, the Master of Science, the Master of Business Administration, the Master of Music, the Master of Public Administration, and the Master of Public Health degrees, a stu​dent may be advanced to candidacy after completing at least 12 units of coursework listed on the official program of study with a minimum grade point average of 3.0 (B); for the Master of City Planning, the Master of Science in counseling, the Master of Science in rehabilita​tion counseling, and the Master of Social Work degrees, the student must have earned at least 24 units of coursework listed on the official program of study with a minimum grade point average of 3.0 (B); for the degree of Master of Fine Arts in art, or the degree of Master of Fine Arts in theatre arts, the student must have earned at least 30 units of coursework listed on the official program of study with a minimum grade point average of 3.0 (B); for the degree of Master of Fine Arts in creative writing, the student must have earned at least 30 units of coursework listed on the official program of study with a minimum grade point average of 3.25.

In addition to having classified graduate standing and the grade point averages specified above, the student must have maintained the required grade point averages with no grade of less than 2.0 (C) in a program course and completed all the undergraduate deficien​cies and the special requirements of the department or school con​cerned. The Division of Graduate Affairs will send the students written notification of advancement to candidacy.

A program of study must be on file at least one semester prior to graduation.  A student may not enroll in 799A or take a Plan B comprehensive examination until advanced to candidacy.

reminder:  Graduate Equity Fellowship Program application 
Please remind your current and incoming students of the Graduate Equity Fellowship program.  It is a California grant program administered by the SDSU Graduate and Research Affairs Division of Graduate Affairs.  Award amounts are from $500 to $4,500 per year for up to two years (four semesters maximum) 

Qualification Guidelines are students who must:

· Be a California resident 

· Be classified and enrolled full-time in a graduate program 

· Maintain a 3.00 GPA 

· Be economically disadvantaged 

· Be underrepresented in the respective disciplines 

· Show a minimum of $1000 in financial need as determined by the Office of Financial Aid & Scholarships 

· Complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)

· Attach to the application form a short essay, limited to one page, indicating the reasons for applying for the fellowship.  The essay should address specific circumstances that contribute to the need as well as academic progress toward the graduate degree.

Applications for the Graduate Equity Fellowship are available from the Graduate and Research Affairs office or on-line http://gra.sdsu.edu/file_upload/GradEqutyFlshpApp06.doc
The deadline for submissions of applications is September 22, 2006.  

Student awards will be announced in October.
Special admit status per college

	College
	AY Allocation
	Fall Admits
	Percent Used
	# Available for Spring 2007

	Arts and Letters
	37
	25
	68
	12

	Business Adm.
	55
	22
	40
	33

	Education
	30
	50
	167
	0

	Engineering
	20
	16
	80
	4

	Health and Human Services
	41
	28
	68
	13

	Professional Studies and Fine Arts
	26
	16
	62
	10

	Sciences
	35
	22
	63
	13


NEW GRADUATE STUDENT ORIENTATION

Approximately 600 students attended the Graduate and Research Affairs new graduate student orientation held on Wednesday, August 23, 2006.  Appreciation is expressed to all those who presented and to advisers who held departmental advising sessions.  If you have suggestions to help us make next years orientation even better, please email your suggestions to Ann Van Buskirk (avanbusk@mail.sdsu.edu) or Janet Rodgers (jrodgers@mail.sdsu.edu).
Personnel Changes the Division of GRAduate affairs
We are pleased to welcome Dr. Steve Kramer as the Interim Graduate Dean.  Dr. Kramer comes to us from the SDSU Audiology department and has an extensive background in administration. 
(skramer@mail.sdsu.edu) 594-5139
We welcome Nicole Crawford the new Assistant to the Vice President of Research.
 (ncrawfor@mail.sdsu.edu) 594-2978
Ann Van Buskirk is the assistant to the Graduate Dean. She will be handling the GA/TA appointments, tuition waivers, coordination of department reviews, and JDP coordinators.  (avanbusk@mail.sdsu.edu) 594- 4163
Candice Gupton is a new administrative support assistant.

For a complete list of staff and contact information in the Division of Graduate Affairs http://gra.sdsu.edu/index.php?areaid=1&sectionid=8&subsectionid=16
Please watch for announcements regarding the Graduate Adviser workshop to be held in october.
