The GAP

(Graduate Advisors Publication)

Volume 2, Number 9, May 2005

REMINDER:  FALL 2005 NEW GRADUATE STUDENT ORIENTATION

Please invite your new students to the Graduate Student Orientation program on August 26, 2005 from 8:30 a.m. to 11:45 p.m. in Montezuma Hall in Aztec Center.

The program for the student orientation is as follows:

8:30 to 9:00  Continental Breakfast and Mixer

9:00 to 9:45  Welcome by Dean Andersen and introduction of College Deans 

9:45 – 11:45  Panel Discussion on Surviving Graduate School to include a question and answer period.

PANEL TOPICS AND PRESENTERS TENTATIVELY:

FINANCIAL SUPPORT – TBA

NAVIGATING THE BUREAUCRACY—JANET RODGERS, CRISTINA SANCHEZ, GRADUATE DIVISION

SURVIVING THE ACADEMICS—JANIS ANDERSEN, DEAN; PENNY WRIGHT, ASSOCIATE DEAN GRADUATE DIVISION

RESEARCH IN GRADUATE SCHOOL – CAMILLE NEBEKER

 How to prepare for and address compliance issues when conducting research (e.g. involving human subjects in research) and opportunities to learn more about Responsible Conduct in Research (RCR) 

11:45  Adjournment of students for faculty advising – Please let us know where you want your students to meet with you for advising.  We will distribute a schedule of advising meeting places.  For students whose advisers are not available, we will offer campus and library tours.
 A GA/TA workshop will be held on August 26, 2005 from 1:30 p.m. to 3 p.m. in Montezuma Hall.

Presenters at the GA/TA workshop include:

Brock Allen – What the web has to offer the GA/TA

Bonnie Zimmerman – Legal issues related to student interactions

To be determined -- Pedagogy Workshop

GRADUATE EQUITY GRANTS

This year we are processing Graduate Equity Fellowships in two groups.  Current students were required to have their applications in by May 1.  We received a total of 42 applications from 17 different programs.  The deadline for submissions of applications from incoming students is September 21, 2005.  Remember that students must complete the Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) and they must be California residents. They must have a minimum of $1000 need. A brief essay is also required.  This year’s forms differ slightly from older ones, and the current form is available in the Graduate Division Office.  

Student awards will be announced on October 7, 2005 for both incoming and continuing students.

SDSU Students Take Top Honors at 19th Annual CSU Research Competition
Making an unprecedented showing at the 19th Annual CSU Student Research Competition in Sacramento, SDSU students won 6 of the 8 categories within which they competed.   

The CSU Student Research Competition promotes excellence in undergraduate and graduate scholarly research and creative endeavors by recognizing outstanding student accomplishments throughout the twenty-two campuses of the California State University.

Students compete for top honors in their area of expertise.  The 9 categories for presentation are:

Behavioral and Social Sciences

Biological and Agricultural Sciences

Business, Economics, and Public Administration

Creative Arts and Design

Education

Engineering and Computer Science

Health, Nutrition, and Clinical Sciences

Humanities and Letters

Physical and Mathematical Sciences

These categories are sub-divided into scientific sessions by the student’s scholarly level, undergraduate or graduate, taking into consideration the size of the category complement.  For each of the 22 scientific sessions, a distinguished panel of researchers, professors, and community business people chooses first and second place winners who earn an award of $400 and $250 respectively.

Summer Graduation Application Deadline

Please pass this information on to your students who wish to graduate in August.  The last day to apply for Summer graduation is June 3rd. For an online application go to:
http://gra.sdsu.edu/Graduate/Studentsvcs/grad_app_20053.doc
FALL THESES

The summer would be a good time to start the paperwork for students who wish to enroll in thesis in the Fall 2005.  Just a thought.

GRADUATE DIVISON AND RESEARCH AFFAIRS WEBSITE

The revised graduate division website is well on its way.  We plan on including on the front-page right-hand corner a link for advisers that will take to you all issues of the GAP.  This will provide continuity and information for new advisers.  It will also have a FAQ section for new advisors.  If you have other suggestions, please feel free to share.

GRADUATE ADMISSION ADMIT LETTER

Below is a sample of the letter that is e-mailed to newly admitted graduate students from our Graduate Admissions office.  Please note the admission status information in red at the end of the letter would be indicated specifically for each student.


Dear ,

Upon recommendation of the faculty, I am pleased to inform you that you have been admitted to graduate study at San Diego State University for the Fall 2005 semester.  Please see the information noted below for your admission status.  On behalf of the faculty, students, and staff, let me welcome you to the University and express our shared hope that your studies here will be both productive and rewarding.  SDSU is committed to offering advanced students programs of the highest possible quality with a wide range of faculty expertise, research opportunities and academic support services.

When conducting any business with SDSU, you will be required to use your Red ID number. If you have not already done so, you may obtain your Red ID by going to the following web site: www.sdsu.edu/RedID.

You will want to familiarize yourself with the general policies, rules, regulations and practices of the University as well as the special requirements of the program to which you have been admitted.  This information is in the Bulletin of the Graduate Division, you may purchase the bulletin in the Aztec Shops Bookstore.  The bulletin is also available electronically at http://coursecat.sdsu.edu/bulletin. 

Information on registration will be available on-line through SDSU's Web Portal beginning May 12th for the Fall 2005 semester.  Class schedules may be viewed at www.sdsu.edu/schedule. To obtain your personal registration information, you must create a portal account at www.sdsu.edu/portal. 

Registration for Fall 2005 is July 12, 2005 – August 28, 2005.  Late registration and schedule adjustment period is August 31, 2005 – September 21, 2005.  You must be registered by 6:00pm on September 21, 2005.  If you decide not to enroll in classes this term you will be required to reapply for admission in any term you later wish to attend. Registration fees may be paid on-line at www.cashnetsmartpay.com/sdsu.

Over 1,000 students study abroad each year as part of their degree programs.  If you are interested in more information about these programs, please review our web site at www.sdsu.edu/studyabroad or send us an email at studyabroad@sdsu.edu.

Should you have any questions regarding the admissions process, please feel free to contact Graduate Admissions by calling (619) 594-0884 or by visiting the office in SSW 1520.

Sincerely,

Dr. Penny L. Wright
Associate Dean
Graduate Division 
5500 Campanile Drive
San Diego, CA  92182-8225


PROGRAM:       
STATUS:           
RESIDENCY:      

Your admission status as an SDSU graduate student is:

 

HAVE A WONDERFUL AND PRODUCTIVE SUMMER

