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University Orientation Program for All New Graduate Students

In the April issue of the GAP, the date for the New Graduate Students Orientation was incorrect; the correct date is Wednesday, August 25, 2004.  Based on your feedback, we have made adjustment to decrease the cost to students.  Students will only pay for lunch and the evening reception.  We expect the cost to be $15 to $20.  

Reminder:  College deans and department academic advisors will meet with their students from 12:30 to 2:00.   Teaching Assistant training for new and continuing students will be provided from 3-5 p.m.  

Application Deadline for Fall 2004

The May 1 deadline for Fall 2004 admission applications has passed. Because enrollment was down for Spring 2004, the Graduate Admissions office would like to facilitate the process of accepting late applications.  As you know, our policy is to accept late applications until August 1.  Rather than requiring students to submit paper applications with the memo of support from the department, Graduate Admissions has arranged for the electronic application (www.csumentor.edu) to remain open until the late application deadline of August 1.  The electronic application will be open for all programs that do not have a deadline earlier than May 1.  However, if your program does not want to take any late applications, please notify Kristina Moller (x40872, kristina.moller@sdsu.edu) and she will close the electronic application for your program.  Please remember that all applications received by the standard deadline of May 1 are given priority over late applications received between May 1 and August 1.  If your department intends to accept applications after May 1, please be sure someone is available to review and approve or deny the applications.

Summer Hours for the Graduate Division

The Graduate Division office CH 3320 will be open to serve students from May 24 to August 20 Monday - Thursday from 9 to 5 and on Friday 9 to Noon. Office hours for the Graduate Admissions Office SSW 1520 will serve students Monday - Thursday 9 – 4 and Friday 9 to Noon. The Thesis Reviewer will be available to students Tuesday through Thursday, 10 – 2 and by appointment.

Unclassified Graduate Students

Beginning Fall 2004 we will phase out all students enrolled as unclassified post baccalaureate.  This is a system-wide change by order of the Chancellor Memorandum Code AA 2004-04.  Letters have been sent to students who are presently in this classification.  Students must be enrolled in a graduate program by the end of Fall 2004 semester otherwise a hold will be placed on their enrollment for Spring 2005. As of Spring 2005, we will have no undeclared students.  All students must be conditionally classified or classified.  

Graduates Must Reapply to a Graduate Program to Obtain a 2nd Degree

At the undergraduate level, when a student graduates, a hold is placed on their enrollment for the next semester.  This has not, until now, been the practice with graduate students.  We have changed the students’ status to unclassified and they have been allowed to continue to take coursework. We can no longer do this given the Memorandum AA 2004-04 issued by the Chancellor’s office. Therefore, when a graduate student applies for graduation, an automatic hold will be placed on enrollment for the next term or semester.   If the student graduates and wants to apply to another program the student must reapply to the university. Students may no longer graduate and then use the Classified Graduate Standing (CGS) form in our office to change their major to another degree program. The CGS form will only be used if a student wishes to change from one major to another. If we cancel their graduation because they have not completed all requirements we will take the hold off and the student may then continue to take courses the following term or semester. Many times graduate students will apply for graduation so they may go through graduation ceremonies knowing their thesis or comprehensive exam has not been completed.  If they do this, they risk being unable to enroll until we cancel their graduation.  Please make students aware of this change in policy.

Advancement to Candidacy

We are instituting a new procedure for issuing students thesis committee forms.  We will give a student the committee form even though they are not officially advanced to candidacy.  However, as is presently the case, we will not allow them to enroll in 799A until they have been officially advanced to candidacy and have an approved thesis committee form with the proper signatures.  The policy technically states that a student must be advanced to candidacy one semester prior to their taking a comprehensive exam or enrolling in 799A. As you know, we often bend this policy but it would be best if advisors would be more diligent about advancing students on the program of study form they file with us.

Summer Graduation Application Deadline

The deadline to apply for Summer graduation is May 28.  The web site with the Summer 2004 graduation application and deadline information is:  

http://gra.sdsu.edu/Graduate/Studentsvcs/forms.html#appforgraduation
HAVE A GREAT SUMMER -- 

