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Table 2.2. Style Manuals

Department

ACS

AIP

APA

ASA

MLA

LaTeX

Slade

Turabian

LSA

American Chemical Society (ACS) Style Guide: A Manual for Authors and Ed i tors, 2nd ed. Edited by 
J.S. Dodd. Washington, DC: ACS, 1997. ACS web site: www.ChemCenter.orgwww.ChemCenter.org

American Institute of Physics (AIP) Style Manual, 4th ed. New York: AIP, 1990.
AIP web site: www.aip.orgwww.aip.org

Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (APA), 5th ed. Wash ing ton, DC: APA, 
2001. APA web site: www.apa.orgwww.apa.org

American Sociological Association (ASA) Style Guide, 2nd ed. Washington, DC: ASA, 1997. ASA web 
site: www.asanet.orgwww.asanet.org

MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 6th ed. New York: MLA, 2003.
MLA web site: www.mla.orgwww.mla.org

Specialized text formatting program (sciences). A "sample thesis" with the departmental style instruc-
tions, as well as a LaTeX template for SDSU thesis for mat ting, is downloadable from the Dept. of 
Mathematics & Statistics’ web page under Dept. ResourcesDept. Resources. Be aware that you may need to modify the 
template depending on the con tents of your thesis.

Language, Journal of the Linguistic Society of America (LSA). The LSA style sheet is available from: 
www.lsadc.org/language/langstyl.htmlwww.lsadc.org/language/langstyl.html

Slade, Carole. Form & Style: Research Papers, Reports, Theses, 12th ed. Boston, New York: Houghton 
Mifflin Company, 2002.

Turabian, Kate. A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations, 6th ed. Chicago, 
London: University of Chicago Press, 1996.

See Table 2.3 for specific references to departmental style guides not listed here. Check with the depart-See Table 2.3 for specific references to departmental style guides not listed here. Check with the depart-
mental graduate adviser or departmental secretary for any sup ple men tal style sheets.

NOTE: Students should check relevant web sites for up-to-date information and use the most current guide lines.

NOTE: These are the Major Departments in effect as of fall 2004.

In ter dis ci pli nary
Degree Programs Major Departments

Asian Studies  (MA) Asia Pac. Stud.; Anth.; Art, Design, & Art Hist.; Bus. Ad min .; Com m. Dis.; Econ.; Educ.; 
En gl.; Geog.; Hist.; Ling.; Music; Phi l.; Poli. Sci.; Public Admin. & Urban Studies; Public 
Health; Socio.; Span , & Port..

Child Development
(MS)

Normally, Child & Fam. Development. On an ad hoc basis: Geron., Chicana/o Stud., Econ., 
Geog., Psych., Public Ad min . & Urban Studies, Public Health, Social Work, Socio., Spec. 
Ed ., Women’s Studies.

Comp. Sci. (MS) Biol., Chem., Comp. Sci., Engin., Geological Sciences, Math  & Stats., Phys.

Gerontology (MS) To be decided by the Gerontology Program and its Steering Committee.

Interdisciplinary Studies 
(MA and MS)

Determined individually (see Sec. 2.2.5.1), but selected department must offer an ad vanced 
degree.

Latin American Studies 
(MA)

Anth.; Art, Design, & Art Hist.; Bus. Admin.; Com m. Dis.; Econ.; Geog.; Hist.; Poli. Sci-
ence; Public Ad min .; Socio.; Span. & Portuguese.

Liberal Arts and
Sciences (MA)

Determined individually (see Sec. 2.2.5.1), but selected department must offer an ad vanced 
degree.

Table 2.1. Major Departments for In ter dis ci pli nary Programs

Criminal Justice and 
Criminlogy (MS) 

APSA American Political Science Association (APSA), Style Manual for Political Science; rev. ed. Wash-
ington, D.C.: APSA, 2001 APSA web site: www.apsanet.orgwww.apsanet.org

Public Admin. & Urban Studies, Socio. 

Normally, the chair will be from either Mec. Engin, or Elec. Engin., the 2nd from any of the 
four Engin. departments, and the 3rd from a department outside the College of Engineer-
ing. Discuss committee composition with the Graduate advisor.

Bioengineering (MS)
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Examples of a collection of short stories or poems

TABLE OF CONTENTS

  PAGE

ABSTRACT......................................................... iii

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS................................. iv

WRESTLING AND OTHER BATTLES.............. 1

Childhood and Family.................................. 6

  A Saturday Afternoon in September........ 8

  Freedom................................................. 11

Work........................................................... 17

  Tips ........................................................ 18

  A Gringo in Wonderland........................ 23

  Starting Line .......................................... 31

Wrestling .................................................... 42

  My brother, The Wrestler ...................... 43

  Recognition ........................................... 54

TABLE OF CONTENTS

  PAGE

ABSTRACT.........................................................iii

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS................................. iv

INTRODUCTION ................................................ 1

REFLECTIONS ON NATURE

Forest.............................................................. 4

On the Path..................................................... 5

Lost in the Mist .............................................. 8

Ocean Waves................................................ 11

Seashells....................................................... 12

Sand in My Shorts........................................ 13

Dolphin Love ............................................... 14

Eyes of the Wolf........................................... 16

TABLE OF CONTENTS

  PAGE

ABSTRACT.........................................................iii

INTRODUCTION ................................................ 1

THE HORSE WITH NO NAME.......................... 6

iv

If chapters in the novel are titled and you 
wish to include those, you may do so. 
Format as fi rst-level headings (indented 
0.25” and capitalized headline style).

iv

Illustrations are not drawn to scale

Example of a novel as a 
creative writing project.

The Introductory Statement discussed 
in Sections 3.3.2 and 3.3.3 need not 
be called out by the term “Introduction” 
but may be handled more creatively as 
shown in this example where the title of 
the work is used instead. See Figure 3.2 
for other variations.

iii

A collection of short stories 
organized by themes

..............

..................................

........

11

17

..............

..................................

........

11

17

..............

..................................

........

11

17

.................................

A collection of poems without 
any further organization

Figure 3.1. Sample tables of contents for creative writing projects.
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2 THE WORK............................................. 20

   Toma abrelo........................................... 20

   Ofrenda a Xilonen................................. 22

   Ofrenda a Xipe...................................... 26

   Concibiendo el Pasado.......................... 30

   Memorias .............................................. 32

20

TABLE OF CONTENTS

  PAGE

ABSTRACT.........................................................iii

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS................................. iv

LIST OF PLATES................................................. v

CHAPTER

1 INTRODUCTION .................................... 1

2 PERSONAL ASPECTS ............................ 9

3 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND............ 12

4 THE WORK............................................ 17

5 CONCLUSION....................................... 32

BIBLIOGRAPHY............................................... 35

APPENDIX

PLATES ..................................................... 36

iv iv

iii

Example of another variation, 
this time when plates are 
integrated with text rather than 
placed in an appendix. Also 
in this example, there is no 
Acknowledgements section.

Illustrations are not drawn to scale

Two variations when plates are shown in an 
appendix rather than integrated with text.

Figure 3.2. Sample tables of contents for art projects.

TABLE OF CONTENTS

  PAGE

ABSTRACT.........................................................iii

LIST OF PLATES................................................. v

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS.................................. v

CHAPTER

1 THE PROJECT.......................................... 1

Introduction............................................. 1

Personal Aspects ..................................... 5

Historical Background ............................ 9

Conclusion ............................................ 17

2 THE WORK............................................. 20

BIBLIOGRAPHY............................................... 35

APPENDIX

PLATES ..................................................... 36

TABLE OF CONTENTS

  PAGE

ABSTRACT.........................................................iii

LIST OF PLATES................................................ iv

CHAPTER

1 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM.......... 1

2 THE SCULPTURES.................................. 5

Cursor..................................................... 5

Gefangnis ............................................... 9

Warriors Vanity .................................... 13

Dark One.............................................. 18
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