SDSU CAL 2005 

CHINA EDUCATIONAL 

AND CULTURAL TOUR


SDSU 2005 CHINA EDUCATIONAL AND CULTURAL TOUR
15 Days-Shanghai, Suzhou, Hangzhou, Chongqing, Yangtze River, Wuhan, Xi’an, Beijing

I.  ATTRATIONS IN MAJOR CITIES 

Shanghai: 

· Old Town

· Huangpu River Bund 

· Shanghai Museum 

· Tower of Eastern Pearl (Asian highest tower) 

· Children’s Palace 

· Acrobatic Show
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Suzhou: 

· Panmen Scenic Area 

· Garden of Master Net 

· Silk Weaving Workshop

Hangzhou: 

· West Lake

· Lingyin Temple
Chongqing: 

· E’ling Park 

· Panda Zoo

Yangtze River Cruise: 

· Qutang Gorge 

· Wu Gorge 

· Lesser Three Gorges 

· Gezhou Dam 
Wuhan: 

· Yellow Crane Tower 

Xian: 

· Terra Cotta Warriors 

· Wild Goose Pagoda 

· Ancient Walls 

· Stage Show of Tang Dynasty
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Beijing: 

· Tian’anmen Square

· The Great Wall
· Summer Palace 

· Forbidden City 

· Temple of Heaven

[image: image3.jpg]



II. ACCOMMODATION
Shanghai:

· Central Hotel Suite 

Suzhou : 

· Sheraton Hotel 

Hangzhou :

· Shangari-la Hotel 

Yangtze River:

· Viking Cruise (Best cruise on the Yangtze River)

Wuhan:

· Shangari-la Hotel 

Xian:

· Sheraton Hotel 

Beijing:

· Grand Hyatt Hotel 

All hotel rooms are deluxe class.

III. Special Cuisine:

Beijing: 

· Peking Duck Banquet

· Fangshan Imperial Cuisine
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Xian: 

· Dumpling Banquet
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IV. ITINERARY

Day 1: USA – Shanghai 

Depart from one of the west coast gateway cities. Our tour representative will help you board the flight to Shanghai.
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Day 2: Shanghai (D) 

Arrive at Shanghai International Airport in the evening. You meet your tour guide for hotel transfer.

Day 3: Shanghai (BLD)
Shanghai, once a tranquil yet busy fishing village and long known as a paradise for adventurers before 1949, is now the largest commercial and financial center of China. Sightseeing includes the Old Town, a finely designed maze of elegant pavilions and ponds in the old part of this city. As  walking through Shanghai, you may feel as entering a fair of world architecture or an art gallery of human civilization. You may have time to stroll along the Huangpu Bund, one of the most recognizable architectural symbols of Shang-hai. “Bund” derives from an Anglo-Indian word or an emba-nkkment along a muddy waterfront and that is what it was in the beginning when the first British company opened an office there in 1846. The twenty-four major structures, of uneven height along appro-ximately one mile long Bund, have changed little since the 1930s. All were constructed in western-inspired, gothic, renai-ssance, eclectic and modern-reported all seventeen styles of architecture. The Huangpu Bund has been called “a museum of international archi-tecture”, and indeed it was and still is. Ascend the Tower of the East Pearl (the highest in Asia) in the newly developed Pudong District. 
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Afterwards, you will visit Shanghai Museum, one of the largest museums in China, then Visit the Children’s Palace. Tonight enjoy the local cuisine of Shanghai. Stay overnight in Shanghai.    

Day 4: Shanghai-Suzhou
Take coach to Suzhou, a city of gardens and waterways. Your first stop is Panmen Scenic Area, which is located to the southwest of the ancient city with historic and cultural landscapes.Panmen, beginning its construction during the Spring and Autumn Period (514BC), is the highest arch stone bridge in Suzhou running across the ancient Grand Canal. Then take a visit to the elegant Garden of Master Net. Built in the Northern Song Dynasty it was famous for its delicate arrangement. You may see part of its reproduction in New York Metropolitan Museum. After-wards you will visit a silk-weaving workshop where you can learn something about silk making, a specialty in local area for thousand years. Stay over-night in Suzhou.
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Day 5: Suzhou-Hangzhou 

On your way to Hangzhou today, you will get to know why Hangzhou is praised along with Suzhou as “the paradise on earth”. Sightseeing begins with a cruise on the beautiful West Lake with stops at a typical teahouse and jewel-like pagodas. Then visit the centuries old Lingyin (soul Retreat) Temple 
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which houses an 82-foot-buddha carved from camphor wood. Stay overnight in Hangzhou.

Day 6: Hangzhou – Chongqing
Take flight to the mountain city, Chongqing, where you will board the luxurious Viking Cruise to start your Yangtze River adventure next day. Your city tour starts by visiting the E’ling Park to have a good command of the whole hilly city views. Then go to the Chongqing Zoo to pay a visit to the lovely Pandas. In the evening, you will board on the Viking Cruises to start your Yangtze River adventure. Stay overnight in Chongqing on cruise.
Day 7: Yangtze River Cruise 
Set sails early in the morning and disembark later at Fengdu, the city of the Ghosts. When strolling around the magnificent temples, please don’t feel uneasy with those lifelike statues of ghosts. According to the local legend and super-stition, the deceased go to Fengdu and the devils go to hell.
Day 8: Yangtze River Cruise (the Three Gorges)  

Today you will cruise through some of the most impressive and scenic gorges in the world. Lush green hills and sheer rock cliffs border the Qutang and Wu Gorges. The misty canyons peaked with magnificent pagodas have been a favorite motif of traditional Chinese painting. Each gorge is different in nature, and each bend of the river reveals a new view, each more breathtaking than the previous. When arriving at Daning River, you will switch to a motor boat to see the Lesser Three Gorges.
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Day 9: Yichang - Wuhan 

This morning you will pass through the Gezhou Dam, also as known as the Great Dam. Stop at Shandouping to visit the gigantic and much publicized hydroelectric project, the Three Gorges. Between these dams is Xiling Gorge, the last and largest of the Three Gorges. Around the bend in the river stretches a vast plain. Your cruise ends in Yichang. 
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Yichang is known as a thriving city and “the gateway to South-west China”. Disembark at Yichang, and then take coach to Wuhan. On the way you will stop by Jinzhou to visit the Jinzhou Great Wall. Stay overnight in Wuhan.

* Day 7 to Day 9 Yangtze River Cruise is operated by Viking Cruises. Itinerary arrangement may change due to the well- known Three Gorges Dam Projection, rivers flood season and condition, and/or any temporary sailing arrangement Announced by the three Gorges Dam Authority. China Vacation has no rights to overrule those schedule changes.

Day 10: Wuhan – Xian (BLD) This morning you will visit Yellow Crane Tower, and then fly to Xian, the cradle of Chinese civilization. It was the capital of 73 emperors spanning 11 dynasties during 1100 years from 4,000 BC. Visit the Ancient City Walls and city tour. In the evening, you will see a wonderful stage show of the Tang Dynasty. Stay over-night in Xian.
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Day 11: Xian  
The highlight of day in Xian is to visit another wonder of the ancient world – the Terra Cotta Warriors. Concealed un-der earth, those thousands of life-size clay warriors, horses and chariots, as one part of the tomb of Emperor Qingshihuang, were accidentally discovered by a farmer while he was digging out a well. You would also see some archaeologists still working on site to uncover the rest of the vast tomb complex of Emperor Qinshihuang, the first emperor in Chinese history and also the initiator of the Great Wall. For dinner, feast on numerous varieties of dumplings.
Day 12: Xian – Beijing (BLD) Visit the Wild Goose Pagoda in the morning and take afternoon flight to Beijing, the capital city of China. Beijing served as the capital for 5 dynasties over a period of 800 years with each emperor identified as a dragon sent from heaven. Sightseeing continues at the Temple of Heaven where the Ming and Qing emperors worshipped heaven for a good harvest. Enjoy the special Fangshan  Imperial Cuisine. Stay overnight in Beijing.
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Day 13: Beijing (BLD) 
Begin your city tour to the Palace Museum, which is commonly known as the Forbidden City, which opened only to emperor’s family until recently. This complex is the largest imperial palace ever built in the world and features more than 800 buildings with over 9,000 rooms, resplendent golden-glazed roofs, red lacquered pillars and vermilion walls.
Visit the high-walled “Inner City” with its government buildings. Then visit the Summer Palace, built in classical Chinese style in 1750 as a royal recreational resort. Among its famous features is the 700-meter-long corridor with its wonderful painted gallery, the marble barge, and several magnificently painted pavilions and pagodas. Stay overnight in Beijing.
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Day 14: Beijing (BLD) 

Here is your chance to climb the Great Wall! This wonder of the world, built 2600 years ago was one of the two man-made structures seen by the naked eye of US astronaut Neil Armstrong from outer space. [image: image15.jpg]
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Later come back to Beijing and pay a visit to Liulichang Street where you can find various arts and crafts, and get strong feeling of old Beijing culture. Enjoy Peking Roast Duck Banquet in the last night of your tour.
Day 15: Beijing - USA (B)
This morning you will have a chance to stroll around Tian’-anmen Square, the largest square in the world, also known as a witness for many historical and contemporary events. In the afternoon, board your return flight to the U.S. with pleasant memory. 
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(You may choose to stay behind in China with additional charges.)
V. EDUCATION

Lectures about China, the Chinese language and culture, will be given before the be-ginning of the trip. A briefing of each city will be given the night before arrival.
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In addition, information of the sites and attractions will be given on site.
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