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Department of Asia Pacific Studies







The Culture and Society of Thailand

June 14 – July 23, 2004

Estimated Cost $3358 + airfare

DESCRIPTION OF THE PROGRAM: 

The Department of Asia Pacific Studies, in cooperation with Chulalongkorn University, will offer an intensive six-week language training program and six units of GE courses under 

AS 459 (Modern Asian Cultures) and AS 300 (Asia’s Global Future).  The courses will be taught in English by both SDSU and Chulalongkorn faculty.

Who Should Participate?

The program is aimed at SDSU students, although you need not be enrolled to participate.

Anyone interested in Thai culture, and Thai business practices and security issues, is welcome to apply.  In particular, students in International Business, ISCOR, Asia Pacific Studies, History, Political Science, Sociology, Anthropology, Social Work, and Communications will benefit from this class.

Highlights of the Program:          


Chulalongkorn University is the premier academic institution in Thailand, often


referred to as the country’s Harvard University.  The oasis-like campus lies in the heart


of Bangkok.  Students may spend “quiet time” on campus, or feel free to walk or jog.  Yet


only minutes away is the bustle and excitement of one of the leading cities in Asia.  The


university’s participating faculty includes professors from various department as well as

professional figures from both the public and private sector.  Included in the instruction will   be visits to various local tourist destinations in addition to the possibility of attending a 

session of Parliament and meetings with leading Thai business, political, and military leaders.


Price:   The total cost of $3358 covers the below-listed expenses, exclusive of airfare, passport


  and visa fees, some meals, medical/accident insurance, and personal expenses.

· Tuition at Chulalongkorn for 90 hours topical instruction + extended language training
· SDSU tuition (6 
units)
· Shared accommodations for six weeks
· All breakfasts for six weeks
· Lunches and dinners for one week
· Welcome lunch and farewell dinner
· Airport transfers in Thailand
· Three weekend trips with accommodations and meals
· Admissions fees to all site visits
· Transportation in and outside Bangkok
· Course materials
· Access to University facilities: computers, sports equipment, library, etc.
Additional costs: The approximate air fare is $750.  A US passport costs $85, and a Thai

study visa is about $50.  Insurance costs vary but should not be more than $50.
Academic Program: 


This program will offer six units based on two GE courses:



AS 459 
(Modern Asian Cultures): Provides a background on modern Thai culture



and society, with a focus on business principles and political ideology.



AS 300 
(Asia’s Global Future): Concentrates on security issues such as the



problems with drug trafficking, terrorism, and money laundering, and regional



concerns such as the role of ASEAN and of Thailand as a growing Asian power.

· In addition to 90 hours of topical classroom instruction, the program will also provide



Thai language training, supplemented by numerous off-campus visits and two or



three extended weekend trips.  

· Arrangements may also be made for graduate level credit.



· Subject to approval by the Instructor of Record, students may obtain a further 3 units

through independent study under the rubric of AS 499.  
(This option will include costs to the student of $130 per unit.)

Faculty:

The Instructor of Record for the program will be Prof. Allen Wittenborn.  Dr. Wittenborn has lived and traveled in Thailand since the 1960s, and maintains regular contact with local Thai and American colleagues.  Since 1989, he has taught courses about Thai history, culture, and politics, and is a regular visitor to Southeast Asia.

In addition, among the possible participating Chulalongkorn faculty will be the Deputy

Leader of the Democratic Party, Permanent Secretary with the Ministry of Culture;

Commanding General at the National Defense Studies Institute, and Advisor to the

Minister of Foreign Affairs.

Excursions: 


In addition to visiting numerous tourist and cultural sites in and around Bangkok, the


program includes two weekend field trips, possibly including: 

· A visit to the resort area of Hua Hin where the king and queen have a residence.

Hua Hin is one of Thailand’s fabled white-sand beaches and is considered by the

Thais themselves as one of the finest resort areas in the country.

· A trip to the ancient historical ruins of Ayuthaya and Sukhothai.  Both these

destinations have been painstakingly excavated and are exquisitely maintained.

To spend time at these sites is to travel back in time.

· A highlight of this program may be a long weekend to the northern Thai city of Chiangmai.  Here, in addition to touring the city, we may visit Doi Suthep, location 

of a well-known Buddhist monastery where the royal couple often visit, or a visit with some of the hilltribes. 

Accommodations:


Students will be accommodated in the foreign student dormitory on the campus of


Chulalongkorn University.  These are comfortable double rooms with private baths,


sparsely but adequately furnished.  Think of a basic Motel 6 room and you’ll be close.


Downstairs is a cafeteria/restaurant that serves three meals daily, although students


will be free to take their lunches and dinners off campus.  All campus facilities, including


computers, library, sports equipment, and a special Buddhist meditation center will also


be open to SDSU students.  And Bangkok itself is about a five-minute walk from the dorm.

Meals: 


All breakfasts in the downstairs cafeteria/restaurant are included, as are all lunches and


dinners for the first week.  Thereafter, all meals other than breakfasts may either be


eaten on campus or in Bangkok.


During class time, primarily 8:00-12:00 AM, regular coffee breaks are also included in


the basic cost.
Required Documents:   

All U.S. citizens must travel on a current passport with at least 6 months’ validity remaining from date of application for the Thai visa.  Applications and instructions are available on line at http://travel.state.gov/passport_services.html, or at designated branches of the U.S. Postal Service.

A single entry study visa must be obtained from the Royal Thai Consulate General in Los Angeles.  
This requires official approval from Chulalongkorn University, which will be obtained by the Director of this program.  Once the documentation is received, students will have to contact the above Consulate (see their website at: http://www.thai-la.net/visa/non-im.htm).  

The fees are $50 plus the cost of 2 “passport” type pictures. You should allow at least six weeks for the entire process.  Also don’t forget you must have a valid US passport which may also take up to six week to process.

Airfares: 


Participants are strongly advised to travel as a group, at least on the outward bound flight,


to simplify travel arrangements.  Further information about the flight(s) and cost are now


being arranged.  We will negotiate a group rate through a consolidator.  Each student will


then be responsible for purchasing his or her own airfare to Bangkok, and must pay for the


ticket by April 30, 2004.  Those traveling as a group will be met at the airport by the


Director or by representatives from Chulalongkorn University, and will be taken to the


dorm to check in.  Those traveling independently must check into the dorm no later than


Sunday, June 13.

Health Insurance: 

You must have medical insurance that will provide coverage in case of serious illness or accident while traveling. This coverage should include, at a minimum, the services of legally qualified doctors, surgeons, nurses, etc., hospital stay, all required tests, and, if required, 

emergency evacuation and repatriation of remains. If an HMO or PPO currently insures you, please contact your carrier regarding forms, coverage, processes, etc. Or, you might consider purchasing medical/accident/life insurance designed for traveling or studying abroad. SDSU Study Abroad Insurance (Administrative contact: Renaissance agencies Inc.c/o Jennie Stocks—www.renaissance-inc.com or 1-800-537-1777) costs $39 for the period. 
Financial Aid

All students who are regularly enrolled should be eligible for financial aid.  For further

information, please contact the Office of Financial Aid and Scholarships in SSW 3605, or call (619) 594-6323.  If you have not yet applied for aid, you must do so in the Spring semester in

order to be eligible for summer assistance.

Assumption of Risk and Waiver of Liability: 

Participation in any international program involves risks not commonly found in study at the University. These risks can include exposure to adverse health or safety conditions, damage to property, injury to persons and death. All participants will be required to sign statements 

acknowledging these risks and releasing the State of California, the California State University system, SDSU, and its employees of all liability. These forms will be provided and will become part of your final acceptance into the program.

Information Session:  

Three or more information sessions are scheduled to provide more information, answer many of your questions, and help you decide if this is a suitable program for you. At this time, all meetings are scheduled to be held in the Asian Studies office, BAM 334.



These are still being scheduled.  Please contact Dr. Wittenborn below.

Pre-Departure Meetings

Participants will need to attend two additional meetings to finalize the details. You will meet other participants, enroll in your SDSU course, and get questions answered about academics, visas, accommodations, customs, expectations, and travel details. 


Monday, May 10, 2004 (6-8 PM)   AND   Tuesday, June 1, 2004 (6-8 PM)

All meetings will be held at 6:00 PM at SDSU Gateway Center (College of Extended Studies)

5250 Campanile Drive (corner of Campanile and Hardy Avenue) in the Conference area, Room 2503. Please notify the Vikki Serrano-Ruiz if you will need a parking permit. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION:  Contact Dr. Allen Wittenborn



Department of Asia Pacific Studies



Phone: (619) 594-3924, Fax: (619) 594-0257



Email: thailand2004@cox.net

The Program fee is $3358 

Included in the fee: 


All tuition fees for instruction and language training at Chulalongkorn


SDSU tuition (6 
units)


Accommodations for six weeks


All breakfasts for six weeks


Lunches and dinners for one week


Welcome lunch and farewell dinner


Airport transfers in Thailand


Three weekend trips with accommodations and meals


Admissions fees to all tourist sites


Transportation in and around Bangkok


Course materials


Access to all university facilities


Not included in the fee:


Airfare and transport to and from LAX


Lunches and dinners for five weeks


Passport and related expenses ($85 for passport + photos)


Thai visa: About $50


Possible electronic wire fees


Personal insurance

Payment Schedule and Required Forms:

· Return
 the completed application, two snapshot or copies of passport photos and fees to:

Allen Wittenborn, Department of Asia Pacific Studies, BAM 334 or BAM 332B

· The following deadlines apply for payment purposes:

March 31, 2004  
$500 deposit due ($100 nonrefundable), payable to Bravo Travel or





via a bank transfer—details to be provided 

April 15, 2004

$858 payable to SDSU 
 

April 30, 2004            $2000 final payment payable to Bravo Travel or via a bank transfer—

details to be provided





           $3358 total program fee




All payments may be made with personal check or credit card

· Submission of required medical, assumption of liability, personal conduct forms and proof of medical insurance due by (usually 2 months before the departure date)

Cancellation Policy:

The program requires a minimum of 15 students.  If program is cancelled due to insufficient enrollments, all monies on deposit will be returned. Participants who need to cancel must do so in writing and are effective as per postmark date.  A cancellation fee will be deducted
 as follows:

· 60 days or more prior to start of program (April 15)


30%

· Between 45 and 60 days prior to start of program (April 16-30)
50%

· Less than 45 days prior to start of program (May  1)


No refund allowed

Application Form due March 31, 2004

The Culture and Society of Thailand

June 14 – July 23, 2004

Mail, fax or email this form to:


Last Name



First Name        
             MI
     
Male
  Female
   

 ________________________________________________________________________________________

Street 






City       
              
State          Zip      

(_____)_________________  (_____)__________________  (______)_______________________________ 

Daytime phone                          
Evening phone


Cell Phone 

Email













Date of birth              (Age)

Social Security number
Passport # /Country of Issue

Current Status:

Student: 















College or University





Units Completed

GPA: ___________Major




Minor






Occupation: 













Employer:  

























Emergency Contact Information:  

Name









Relationship 

Street







City

State         ZIP

Phone




fax



email

Medical Insurance Company/Policy #:









Program Fees And Payment Method:  












Deposit of $500 due by March 31, 2004 – earlier is better!
____Check or money order (payable to Bravo Travel or bank of your choice)

____MasterCard
_____VISA

_____Discover

Card #___________________________________________
Exp. Date_________________

Print Cardholder’s Name___________________________________________________________

Cardholder’s Signature____________________________________________________________














2nd Installment of $858 due by April 15, 2004
____Check or money order (payable to SDSU
)    ____ MasterCard      ____ VISA       ____Discover

Card #







  
Exp. Date __________________  

Print Cardholder’s Name: __________________________________________________________

Cardholder’s Signature:  ___________________________________________________________

Balance of $2000 due on or before April 20, 2004

____Check or money order (payable to Bravo Travel or bank of your choice
)                       

          ____ MasterCard      ____ VISA       ____Discover

Card #______________________________________________  Exp. Date __________________  

Print Cardholder’s Name: __________________________________________________________

Cardholder’s Signature:  ___________________________________________________________

I understand the payment and refund schedule and that the program cost does not include out of pocket expenses such as, but not limited to, personal, taxes, airfare and travel, passport and visa fees and expenses, required textbooks and any optional excursions and/or activities.

_________________________________________    ________________

Signature          


                
 Date

Special Information required:

� Travel Study (619) 594-5154








�Resident


�You’ll need to submit a course approval form for the course to Travel Study. This will authorize TS to set-up the course.


�You’ll need to submit a course approval form for the course to Travel Study. This will authorize TS to set-up the course.


�What course numbers would you use for these graduate units? You should list them here. You’ll need to submit a course approval form for the course to Travel Study. This will authorize TS to set-up the course.


  


�You’ll need to submit a course approval form for the course to Travel Study. This will authorize TS to set-up the course.


�What’s the deadline?


�Resident


�Return where??? I would recommend that you collect everything and bring the items to me for the group. 


�Payable to who? Specify acceptable methods of payment.


�SDSU funds only? What type of cancellation policy do you have for the fees paid to Chula?


�Shouldn’t this be March 24, 2004 since that’s when the $500 is due?


�Is this SDSU? Who are they paying the $500 to? 


�This shouldn’t be SDSU since they are paying Chula directly. You should specify the method of payment and deadlines for Chula---credit card? Money transfer?. 





