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Description of the Program: The Department of Asian Studies, in cooperation with Chulalongkorn University, will offer an intensive six-week language training program and six units of GE courses under AS 459 (Modern Asian Cultures) and AS 300 (Asia’s Global Future). The courses will be taught in English by both SDSU and Chulalongkorn faculty.

Who Should Participate? The program is designed for SDSU students, although you need not be enrolled to participate. Anyone interested in Thai culture, and Thai business practices and security issues, is welcome to apply. In particular, students in international business, ISCOR, Asian Studies, history, political science, sociology, anthropology, social work, and communications will benefit from this class.

Highlights of the Program:
Chulalongkorn University is the premier academic institution in Thailand, often referred to as the country’s Harvard University. The oasis-like campus lies in the heart of Bangkok. Students may spend “quiet time” on campus, or feel free to walk or jog. Physical activities may also be exercised at the several swimming pools on campus and at the Athletic Center. Yet, only minutes away are the bustle and excitement of one of the leading cities in Asia. The University, popularly known as “Chula,” includes some 28,000 fulltime undergraduate and graduate students. Further information may be found online at www.chula.ac.th
Academic Program: This program will offer six units based on two upper-division GE courses:

AS 459 (Modern Asian Cultures): Provides a background on modern Thai culture and society, with a focus on business principles and political ideology.
.

AS 300 (Asia’s Global Future): Concentrates on security issues such as the problems with drug trafficking, terrorism, and money laundering, and regional concerns such as the role of ASEAN and of Thailand as a growing Asian power.
Students may also enroll for AS 458 (Asian Traditions), AS 499 (Special Studies), AS 596 (Selected Studies in Asian Cultures), or AS 798 (Special Study) for graduate students.
There will be a minimum of 60 hours of topical classroom instruction and 15 hours of Thai language lessons. Additional hours will be conducted off-campus.
Faculty: The instructor of record for the program will be Professor Allen Wittenborn. Professor Wittenborn has lived and traveled in Thailand since the 1960s, and lectures on Asian history, culture, and politics. He travels to the region on a regular basis. However, the lectures will be provided by Chulalongkorn faculty (though other universities will be represented), as well as leading Thai business, political, and military leaders. In the past, the latter group has included the leader of the Democratic Party, Permanent Secretary with the Ministry of Culture, Commandant of the National Defense Studies Institute, Advisor to the Minister of Foreign Affairs, and elected Senators.
Excursions: In addition to visiting numerous tourist and cultural sites in and around Bangkok, the program includes two or three weekend field trips, possibly including a trip to the ancient historical ruins of Ayuthaya and the genuine floating market at Samut Songkram.
A highlight of this program is a week-long trip to the exciting northern Thai cities of Chiangmai and Chiangrai. Here, in addition to touring these cities, you may visit Doi Suthep, the location of a well-known Buddhist monastery where the royal couple often visit, or a visit with some of the hill tribes. You will also visit the Mae Fah Luang Culture Center in Chiangrai and the Golden Triangle where the three countries of Burma, Laos, and Thailand converge. This will include a stop at the fabulous Hall of Opium.
Accommodations: Students will be accommodated in Sasa House International on the campus of Chulalongkorn University. This is a three-star equivalent operated by the university for special foreign guests. Our program has been honored by being upgraded at no extra cost to these facilities. All rooms (two to a room) include a private bathroom and veranda, and a small refrigerator.
Downstairs in Sasa House is a cafeteria/restaurant that serves three meals daily, although students are encouraged to take their lunches and dinners off campus. All campus facilities, including computers, library, sports equipment, and a special Buddhist meditation center will also be open to SDSU students. And Bangkok itself is a three-minute walk from Sasa.

Meals: All breakfasts are included, as are all lunches and dinners for two weeks. Thereafter, all meals other than breakfasts may either be eaten on campus or in Bangkok.
Required Documents: All U.S. citizens must travel on a current passport with at least six months’ validity remaining from date of application for the Thai visa. Applications and instructions are available online at http://travel.state.gov/passport, or at designated branches of the U.S.Postal Service. Program participants are required to obtain a single or multiple entry study visa from the Royal Thai Consulate General in Los Angeles. Professor Wittenborn can provide some assistance with this matter. This requires official approval from Chulalongkorn University, which will be obtained by the director of this program. Once the documentation is received, students should contact the Royal Thai Consulate at www.thai-la.net. The fees are $50 for a single-entry visa and $125 for a multiple-entry visa, plus the cost of two “passport” type photographs. You should allow at least four weeks for the entire process.
Airfares: Participants are strongly advised to travel as a group, at least on the outward-bound flight, to simplify travel arrangements. Further information about the flight(s) and cost are now being arranged. We will negotiate a group rate through a consolidator. Each student will then be responsible for purchasing his or her own airfare to Bangkok. Those traveling as a group will be met at the airport by the director and/or representatives from Chulalongkorn University, and will be taken to Sasa HouseousHHouse to check in. The group tickets have been arranged to arrive in Bangkok on Saturday, June 10, at about 11 pm. This allows for all day Sunday to adjust. It also means that you must leave California on Friday, June 9 (remember the International Date Line). Those traveling independently must check into the dorm no later than Sunday, June 11. Please note: If a program is cancelled, the College of Extended Studies does not accept responsibility for any airfare cancellation fees incurred.
Health Insurance: You are required to purchase an SDSU Study Abroad Insurance policy, which meets all SDSU study abroad requirements. Purchase online at www.renstudent.com/tsd
NO EXCEPTIONS.
Financial Aid: SDSU students who are enrolled in six units during the summer may be eligible for financial aid. For further information, please contact the Office of Financial Aid and Scholarships in SSW 3605, or call (619) 594-1632. If you have not yet applied for aid, you must do so in the Spring semester in order to be eligible for summer assistance. You may also be eligible for assistance from a Freeman Fellowship (check this at www.iie.org/programs/Freeman-ASIA
Risk and Waiver of Liability: Participation in an international program that requires air travel and field trips involves risks, which may result in damage to property, injury to persons, and death. All participants will be required to sign a statement acknowledging these risks and releasing the State of California, the California State University system, SDSU, and its employees of all liability. These forms are available at www.ces.sdsu.edu/travel/info.html and become part of your final acceptance into the program.

Pre-Departure Meetings: Participants will need to attend two additional meetings to finalize details. You will meet other participants, enroll in your SDSU course(s), and have questions answered about academics, visas, accommodations, customs, expectations, and travel details. 
These meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 23, 2006 and Wednesday May 24, 2006. 
All meetings will be held from 3-6 pm in Room 1504 at the SDSU Gateway Center (College of Extended Studies) 5250 Campanile Drive.

Please contact Kevin Carter, Travel Study Coordinator at kicarter@mail.sdsu.edu if you require a parking permit 

PLEASE RSVP TO: Professor Allen Wittenborn, Department of Asian Studies-Phone: (619) 594-3924, 
Fax :(619) 594-0257 or e mail: Thailand2006@cox.net
Price: The total cost of $4, 019 covers the expenses listed below, exclusive of airfare, passport and visa fees, some meals, medical/accident insurance, and personal expenses.
Included in the fee: 
· Tuition at Chulalongkorn for 90 hours topical instruction + extended language training
· SDSU tuition (six units)
· Shared accommodations for 45 days
· All breakfasts for 45 days
· Lunches and dinners for two weeks
· Welcome lunch and farewell dinner
· Group airport transfers in Thailand
· A one-week trip with accommodations, meals, transportation, and miscellaneous fees
· Admission fees to all site visits
· Transportation in and outside Bangkok
· Books and all course materials
· Access to University facilities: computers, sports equipment, library, etc.
Not included in the fee: 

· Airfare and transport to and from LAX /SAN
· Lunches and dinners for four weeks 

· Passport and related expenses ($85 for passport + photos) 

· Thai visa: $50/$125
· Personal/Medical insurance 
Payment Schedule and Required Forms:

· Upon acceptance into the program, you will be sent details regarding payment, registration, and submission of required documents.
· The following deadlines apply for payment purposes:

March 20, 2006: $500 deposit 
April 10, 2006: Second installment due. ($1,760)
May 1, 2006: Program balance due. ($1,759)
Acceptable Payment Methods: Credit cards, check or money order (payable to SDSU) 

Refund Guidelines:
Programs cancelled prior to departure due to insufficient enrollments, terrorism, and government advisories or questionable safety of an area provides 100% refunds. Participants who need to cancel must do so in writing to the Travel Study Office and are effective as of the postmark date. 
A cancellation fee will be deducted, from funds paid, as follows. 
· On or before April 10, 2006


20%

· April 11 through May 1, 2006 



40% 

· After May 1, 2006





NO REFUND
If the program is cancelled The College of Extended Studies does not accept responsibility for any airfare cancellation fees incurred.
If you need additional information about this program, please contact:

Allen Wittenborn 
Department of Asia Pacific Studies, BAM 334 or BAM 332B
(Phone) 619-594-3924
(Fax) 619-594-0257 
E mail: Thailand2006@cox.net
The Culture and Society of Thailand

June 12 – July 25, 2006
Application and deposit due March 20, 2006 
(Applications accepted after this deadline are on a space available basis) 
Mail, fax or email this completed application, two passport photographs (with your name written on the back), and your deposit to:
Kevin Carter, Travel Study Coordinator, San Diego State University, 

College of Extended Studies Gateway Center, Room 2503
 5250 Campanile Drive, San Diego, CA 92182-1920
Tel: 619-594-6398, travel.program@sdsu.edu or Fax (619) 594-8566
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       Male/ Female 

Street 






City                     State
Zip    

(       )



   (
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Daytime phone                        Evening Phone

                             E mail

         /         /                    
              
 

                          
 



                                                                                            
Date of Birth

    Age
             RED ID/ Social Security #
           Passport #

Country

Current Status:

College currently attending  












Major














Units to date: 

           GPA: 










Permission to Contact Parents: Parents like to be kept informed of program developments, fees, requirements and updates and to learn more about the program you will attend. By signing below, you agree that the CES Travel Study Office can mail information to your parents or respond to phone inquiries from them.
Signature





______
           Date





Permanent/Emergency Contact Information: 
Name









Relationship 

Street





City

            State  

                              Zip
Phone




Fax



Email
Program Fees and Payment Method:
Deposit of $500 due by March 20, 2006
2nd installment of $1760 due by April 10, 2006
Final installment of $1759 due by May 1, 2006
____ Check or money order (Payable to SDSU)
____ MasterCard
____ VISA
____ Discover

Card # 







_____

Exp. Date _______________
Print Cardholder’s Name: __________________________________________________________________
Cardholder’s Signature: ____________________________________________________________________

By signing here, I am confirming that I have read the application thoroughly and understand my financial, academic, legal, and program obligations. I agree to the refund policy and acknowledge that foreign currency fluctuations or low enrollments may affect the program fees. I understand and agree on the payment and refund schedule and that the program cost does not include out-of-pocket expenses such as, but not limited to, personal expenses, taxes, airfare and travel expenses, passport and visa fees, required textbooks and any optional excursions and/or activities. I also acknowledge the program fee is based on a minimum of 15 students. If the exchange rate changes or the minimum enrollment is not achieved, the program fee could be recalculated.
Signature






Date

Refund Guidelines: 

Programs cancelled prior to departure due to insufficient enrollments, terrorism, and government advisories or questionable safety of an area provides 100% refunds. Participants who need to cancel must do so in writing to the Travel Study Office and are effective as of the postmark date. 

A cancellation fee will be deducted, from funds paid, as follows:
· On or before April 10, 2006


20%

· April 11 through May 1,2006 




40% 

· After May 1, 2006





NO REFUND

If the program is cancelled The College of Extended Studies does not accept responsibility for any airfare cancellation fees incurred.
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