Peek Inside a Journal

Workshop Worksheet


One way to decide where to try to publish is by thinking about who publishes the best stuff. Answering the following questions will help you to tailor your target list. When you fill in the blanks, be sure you are thinking about articles, authors, or books in your area - that is, focus on publications that concern the same sorts of things that YOU want to publish on.
First, delimit your topic. My focus is _______________________________________________.
Publishing in this area is important because ________________________________________.







                 (Use the back of this sheet as needed!)

Second, turn to the person next to you. Tell each other about what you want to write about. 
Do you each understand each other? Do you each see the significance of a publication like that? IF NOT, ask each other questions to help sharpen the focus.

Now, on your own, try to remember your favorite pieces from the literature on your topic. Then answer the following questions to help yourself determine the best venue for your work. 
	My favorite authors publish in the following journals:


	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	My favorite articles have been in the following journals:


	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	My favorite books* were published by which presses? 

*Book-length publications and journal articles are, of course, quite different. Your discipline will have views on which is ‘best’ and/or what each is ‘for’. Seek advice from mentors and colleagues in your field.
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


