          University Assignments: A Few Examples
Note: Many university faculty do not require full research papers (i.e., from topic discovery to final 15 page product) for a number of reasons, one of which is that they want students to improve certain abilities and strategies such as close reading of sources, exemplifying the values of the class and discipline on paper,  or comparing two sources based upon specific criteria.    All but one of the research assignments outlined below are from SDSU. Note that most would be considered partial by those who require the traditional “research paper.”
#1: From Philosophy 329 (Ethics: General Education)

Consider the following questions: What purpose should the Supreme Court serve?  Should it simply strike down laws that violate specific constitutional provisions?  Or is its purpose to strike down laws that are based on a notion of morality found objectionable to the majority?  Should the focus of the Court be simply procedural, or does the Court have a role in narrowing the gap between the nation’s constitutional ideals and the truths of everyday existence? 


Your essay should draw on the Gobitis and Barnette law cases.


Your essay should draw a distinction between procedural and substantive justice and explain the importance of that distinction.

#2: From Geography 101 (General Education)

Illegal international migration between Mexico and the United States has commanded a great deal of attention from policy makers in both countries.  A sound policy needs to be grounded in an understanding of the magnitude of the flows as well as the forces that generate this form of migration.  In your memo, you are to assume the role of a policy analyst who is responsible for providing this information and a discussion of the impacts of this migration on both countries.  Additionally you are to suggest a plan of action for the United States government to shape its immigration policy towards Mexico as well as justification for the policy that you suggest.  In addition to lectures and the textbook, draw upon at least two web-based sources for your text. [Use sources that will convince your audience!]
#3: From a freshman level human sexuality course ( Walvoord and McCarthy, 1990, p. 151)*
	Criteria                                                    Points

Organizational structure                                                     4
Use of outside references                                                   8                                                         
Selection of relevant material                                             8
Accurate information                                                          6
Spelling, grammar, and punctuation                                     4
The writing process  (drafts, peer review)                         10

Role: A friend has written to you about her up-and-coming wedding. She knows that you have taken a human sexuality course and has asked you for any advice you might give for her and her husband to have a good sex life in marriage.

Audience: Imagine someone that is a friend similar to you.  You might even imagine writing to a real friend.  Assume the friend has any characteristics that you want in the way of educational background, religion, ethnicity, etc. as long as these assumptions are clear to the reader (e.g., Now, Mary, I know that since both you and Fred are Catholic…). The tone of the letter should be casual, like you would use to a friend but still include academic technical material.

Form: A letter, obviously, but you may have sections with headings for easier reading.  This assignment can be done in 3-4 pages.

Theme: You may select any topics from the course, from the book, lectures, or classroom discussion.  Please include at least two outside sources (magazine, academic journal, or book from print sources or the WEB).  Be sure to reference sources properly at the end of the assignment, using APA. Organize the material any way you wish but try to have an organizational scheme that is obvious and logical to the reader.

	Due
                    April 13: Peer review in class

                             April 22: Draft due in class

                             April 29: Draft returned to you

                             May 6: Rewrites due (Hand in peer review and drafts with

                                  with the final paper.


#4. From Exercise and Nutritional Sciences 441C: Field Games:

(Group assignment): Using the Sport Education text and other sources, type a plan to be implemented in class for a two-day, end-of-season culminating competition.  Describe all of the games and mini-games that will be played, any special rules, playing field considerations (equipment, dimensions, and organization), player numbers, duration of each contest, and outcome and process points/rewards.  Each group will also implement this plan by presenting and organizing the selected sport’s culminating tournament’s activities. 
(Individual assignment): Observe an entire soccer or softball game at the youth, interscholastic, collegiate, or professional level.  Take complete notes during your observation so that you can prepare a typed report in which you FULLY describe five primary features of the sport context that are diagramed in Figure 1.1. of the textbook.  Using material from Chapter One and your observation notes, describe how three of your observations/features of sport could be implemented in a secondary physical education setting. 

#5. From a History 110 (American History; General Education)
The paper assignment for this course involves researching a particular historical event or episode in the 20th century through contemporary newspaper and/or popular magazines.  First, choose a topic from the list below (60 were listed, e.g., the 1948 Truman election, Jackie Robinson’s first game) and find at least 6-8 articles or editorials on your topic in newspapers or magazines from the period you are researching. From these, you are to analyze and discuss the attitudes, beliefs, or responses of Americans during that period to the event.  Depending upon your topic, you should try to explore it for several days after the initial episode.  Be sure to use ideas or quotes from the articles to support your claims about writer perspectives. Rather then simply describing the respond or attitudes you find, try to construct some form of argument which will help your paper take a coherent direction.


Your paper is to be at least 5 pp in length, double spaced with normal font and margins and is due April 23rd.  You must also provide proper footnotes to document your evidence.  You must allot the bulk of your paper to examining and analyzing sources, allowing no more than one page for the background and introduction.


Possible sources found in the SDSU library include: San Diego Union, L.A. times, Life Magazine, Saturday Evening Post, and Newsweek.  In the UCSD Library, you can find…. [If you have any difficulties, consult the reference librarian.  The internet, however, is not an acceptable resource for this assignment. ]
#6: RW 100 (Composition): General Education
As consumers of contemporary culture, we consciously (and unconsciously) internalize assumptions and ways of seeing that we then rely on to make sense of our world.  This is especially true when we approach assigned readings.  For example, this semester we brought our set of assumptions about the world to bear on Gandhi’s ideas.  Through this encounter, we have entered into a dialogue with Gandhi and critically examined our commonly held beliefs. Although we may not surrender our initial assumptions (at least we shouldn’t without resistance), we certainly learn to see more than we did before this encounter.  The way we look at violence in contemporary culture after reading Gandhi is irrevocably altered.  

      Taking this into consideration, what contemporary issues have become interesting to you after studying Gandhi?  You might examine the war against Iraq, the war on terrorism, the Palestinian-Israeli conflict, exploitation of third world nations, D.C. snipers, the arms race, or ecological exploitation.  You could also research issues of increasing school violence or domestic violence.  Locate at least 5-7 articles in print or on the WEB from reputable news sources (e.g., The New York Times, The Lose Angeles Times, Newsweek, The Nation, Mother Jones).  Taking into consideration the intended audience and context, evaluate the rhetorical effectiveness of each article.  What conclusions can you draw in light of all the thinking you’ve done on nonviolence this semester?  Write an essay (citing your sources), making an argument to convince others of your position on this contemporary issue, one that reflects your research and assigned readings.

#7: A Librarian’s Tips for an RW 100 Assignment Requiring Three Types of Sources (The prompt is not available.)
1. Locating a bill of sale or manumission papers

· Check the reference books listed on your handout; some are illustrated; browse the area where these books are located for illustrated sources.

· Go to the PAC and use one of the subject headings provided on the handout; many of the books will have illustrations.

· Go to the WEB and search (e.g., in Google) under “manumission papers and slaves” or “bill of sale and slaves.”  Be sure that your sources are authoritative.

2. A copy of a Fugitive Slave Law (Dates: 1793 and 1850)

· Check the Documentary Source reference book listed on handout.

· Search the WEB under “Fugitive Slave Law and 1793” or “Fugitive Slave Law and 1850.”

3. A recent article by a historian on the subject
· Do a search in American: History and Life. After identifying articles, check the PAC under “Periodical Title” to see if it can be accessed at SDSU.

· Do a search in EBSCOhost; limit to full-text, scholarly articles.

#8: From Religious Studies 305: New Testament
An Exegetical Paper

Text: Select from one of the follow: 1 & 2 Thessalonians; 1 & 2 Corinthians

Format


While you can write in almost any format you like (as long as it’s narrative, and not poetry!), your paper should include the following elements, and not be longer than two pages. [Sources: at least one Biblical commentary and two different translations.]

1. Introductory paragraph which sets the stage

2. The historical context, perhaps including 

· the “occasion” on which Paul wrote a letter; 

· the setting in which the gospel was written; 

· the audience for whom the letter or gospel was written; 

· any historical details that will put the passage in the proper historical context.

3. Literary context: Put the passage in the context of the bigger picture.  This means, 

· Where does it occur in the book you are studying? 

· How does it advance the plot or argument of the writer?

· How and where does it fit in the narrative

· How do the versions (translations) differ?

4. The textual context:

· Are any words problematic?  Why?

· Are there translation difficulties

· Do your Bible and commentary indicate any issues or questions?

5. Your analysis of what the passage means, given the context 

mentioned above.  I want your analysis, not the biblical commentators!

The paper should give credit to any sources you quote or use.  It should be written in proper English style and grammar.  Use Spell-Check and then READ your paper out loud. You will catch grammar errors when you read your paper. 
*******************************************************************
*Walvoord, Barbara E. & Lucille P. McCarthy (1990) Thinking and Writing

in College: A Naturalistic Study of Students in Four Disciplines.

Urbana, IL: National Council of Teachers of English
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