Revised: November 3, 2007 (Final Version)

RWS 100: Fall, 2007                        Dr. Ann M. Johns, Instructor

Office:   AH 3151                              e-mail: johnsann6@gmail.com

Office hours: TTh, 11:00-12:15

            Thurs: 2:00-3:00                                Office phone: (Use e-mail)

Course rationale and objectives:  RWS 100 is an introduction to reading, writing, and critical thinking, designed to help you to successfully undertake projects that have the depth and complexity of university-level work.  We will focus on the close reading of texts, paying particular attention to writers’ purposes and the rhetorical strategies they use to achieve them.  As you work on the assignments, it is important for you to keep in mind that writing development is constant; people don’t suddenly become good writers.  This course aims to help you to continue your writing development through the use of examples, exercises, peer and teacher responses, and of course, a great deal of reading and writing.  


A premise of this course is that writing is integral to thinking processes; thus writing will be used not only as a form of communication but also as a means of creating, clarifying, expanding, and focusing your thinking.  You will write to discover and develop your own responses to what you have read, and then you will present your ideas to others.

Required texts:

· RWS 100 Course Reader (available at Aztec Shops Bookstore)
· Kidder, Tracy. Mountains Beyond Mountains. New York: Random House, 2004. [You should have already completed this.]
· A good dictionary and a thesaurus.
· A grammar handbook, such as Keys for Writers.
Other materials:

· Lined, separated paper [Not ripped from something…]
· Black or blue pens
· Access to a computer
· A stapler: All work of more than one page must be stapled.
· Highlighters 
Grading:

· In addition to a considerable amount of in-class writing throughout the semester and pre-paper work in the first few weeks, three major papers, called “projects,” will be assigned. Each paper will require reading, multiple re-writings, revisions, and editing.  Points values for drafts, in-class peer responses, and related activities will be posted on Blackboard as you begin each paper. Note: Late papers make me very unhappy because I grade all of the papers in one long sitting.  Thus, 30 pts will be taken off if a final paper and all required drafts and activities are not turned in to me at the beginning of the class on the date due.  Points and due dates for final versions of the papers are given below:
· Initial pre-paper writing = 50 pts. [Visual Rhetoric & Collage]

· Due September 27: Project 1: Argument analysis (Amy Chua) = 150 pts. 

· Due November 27: Project 2: Gathering information and managing sources (Kidder/Farmer) = 500 pts.

· Due Thursday, December 13 (Between 1:00-3:00: Dr. Johns’ office, AH 3151): Project 3: Examining rhetorical strategies.

= 150 pts.

· Class attendance and positive participation are very important to this course. Being present and participating means coming on time for the in-class writing which begins each class, making positive contributions, and staying for the full class period.  It means participating collaboratively in class activities, as assigned.  Doing work for other classes, interrupting the work of other students, text messaging, and related activities are unacceptable.   If you feel that you cannot conform to these guidelines, this may not be the class for you.  If you ignore them, I will ask you to leave the class for the day and be counted absent.  After more than two unexcused absences, 20 pts for each absence will be taken from your grade. Total for attendance and participation = 50 pts.

Other comments:  

· There are no extra credit assignments or make-up quizzes in this class.

· Ask questions and come to my office hours.  Don’t wait until I ask you to come to my office to see me about something you don’t understand, progress on your papers, or other issues. 

Grade distribution: 

A = 940-1000; A- = 900-939

B+ = 865-899; B = 835-864; B- = 800-834

C + = 765-799; C = 735-764; C- = 700-734

D+ = 655-699; D = 635-664; D- = 600-634

Semester planning: Descriptions of the papers and due dates for the final drafts (accompanied by other drafts and exercises, as assigned) will appear on Blackboard.  Due to the fires, the dates were extended.  All information and assignments will be posted on Blackboard as the semester progresses. Check the Blackboard site for this class every Wednesday afternoon or evening and every weekend for commentary and assignments.  It is your responsibility to stay informed of class requirements, quizzes, and activities. 

