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April 2, 1993 


To: David E. Janssen 
Chief Administrative Officer 


From: Supervisor Leon L. Williams 


ROLL BACK OF CABLB TELBVISIOH RATES 


As you are aware, the Federal Communications Commission 
has ruled that the nation's cable TV operators must 
reduce the rates charged for basic cable services. The 
County has not addressed the issue of Cable TV 
regulations since 1986. With the April 1, 1993 ruling by 
the FCC, I feel that it is imperative that the County 
thourghly examine this new ruling to determine how Cable 
TV services to San Diego County residents can be improved 
while keeping rates low and affordable. 


Please prepare a report for the Board of Supervisors 
review on the impact of the new FCC ruling on Cable TV 
operators. The report is to include 
recommendations/strategies for the Board to take in 
addressing this issue in as expeditious a manner as 
possible. 


Your assistance in this matter is appreciated. 


LLW:JLS 
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***PRESS RELEASE*** 


COUNTY SUPERVISOR LEON L. WILLIAMS 


SUPERVISOR WILLIAMS CALLS FOR CHIEF 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER STUDY OF 
CABLE ROLLBACKS REQUIRED BY FCC. 


JIMMIE SLACK 531-5544 


County Supervisor Leon Williams today called for 
an investigation of local cable TV regulations. 


Williams called upon CAO David Janssen to review 
yesterday's FCC ruling on rollbacks to determine 
how County government can use the new move to 
determine how to improve cable TV service and to 
keep rates low and affordable. Janssen's report 
back to the Board of Supervisors is expected on 
April 20, 1993. 


"The County has not fully regulated cable TV 
operations since 1986," Williams said. "It's time 
to revisit the entire issue and determine whether 
that lack of regulation has been in the best 
interests of consumers." 


Williams said he had not prejudged the situation 
and would wait for the CAO's report to determine 
his position. 


"Before passing judgement, I want to be sure we 
have all the facts," said Williams. "Although the 
rate adjustments won't take effect until 
August/September, a 120-day freeze on rates has 
been imposed while the new rules are implemented. 
We need to act now to allow sufficient time to 
analyze the ruling." 





