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PETER JENNINGS, ABC NEWS
There's an example tonight of how some members of Congress spent
their winter break. Last month, 11 members who deal with national
parks became very curious about national parks in southern Africa,
and so at your expense, to southern Africa they went. Here is ABC's
JOlIN MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) It's summer in Africa, and the Bush is alive with--tourists.
But not just any tourists. These are 11 members of the United States
Congress, seven staff members and eight spouses. Hansen of Utah, a
little shy perhaps. Chenoweth of Idaho, with her husband. Pombo of
California.

REPRESENTATIVE RICHARD POMBO, DEMOCRAT, CALIFORNIA
I think it's important for this group to know what impact that would
have on conservation within your country.

JOHN MARTIN
the wrong idea. They worked,
to their itinerary, leading a

(VO)
day,
that

at least some of the
critic to say, "You call

Don't get
according
work? '

GARY RUSKIN, CONGRESSIONAL ACCOUNTABILITY PROJECT
Some Congressional travel you have members of Congress working from
sun up and--to sun down and beyond in meetings with high-level
delegations, with pol--pressing policy matters, and that is plainly
not what this trip was.

JOlIN MARTIN
(Va) So what was it? They saw crocodiles, they saw rhinos. They saw
a leopard using a road. And what did that mean?

REPRESENTATIVE HELEN CHENOWETH, REPUBLICAN, IDAHO
In America, they take the position that roads are an anathema to wild
game. Well, here we learned that from time to time, the game used
the roads.

JOlIN MARTIN
(Val The spouses said they were paying their own way, with one huge
exception: the plane. So many people signed up, the Pentagon put on
a Boeing 707 like this one. The cost to the taxpayers won't be made
public for four months, but it will be nearly $100,000, just for
plane, crew, meals and lodging. Did this upset anybody? Not at all.
Least of all, one Congressman, who said winning a seat in Washington
did not mean he had to become a priest and do penance.

REPRESENTATIVE NEIL ABERCROMBIE, DEMOCRAT, HAWAII
I didn't take holy orders. I ran for office, public office. I don't
wear sackcloth and ashes_

JOlIN MARTIN
So for one large Congressional delegation, going to Africa on the
winter recess at taxpayer expense means you don't have to say you1re
sorry. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.

PETER JENNINGS
Two of the Congressmen who went on the trip wrote to us before the
piece was actually on the air to accuse us of tabloid journalism.

When we come back, two religions at odds--Southern Baptists
trying to convert Jews.



Prepared by Burrelle's Information Services,
which takes sole responsibility for accuracy of transcription

Document ID: WNT00011401
Library: NEWS-NY

Asset Type: Transcript
Air Date: 2000-01-14

______________ • Segment Number: 8 -------------------------
Story Name: Debate over necessity of Apache spending in Kosovo
Air Date: 2000-01-14

Start Time: 18:45:33
End Time: 00:00:00
Run Time: 00:00:00
Anchor: PETER JENNINGS, New York, New York, USA

Correspondent: JOHN MARTIN, WASHINGTON, DC, USA
Content: 18:45:33

PETER JENNINGS, ABC NEWS
Tonight, welre going to take A CLOSER LOOK at what kind of army the
United States wants for the 21st century. It has been seven months
now since the war against Yugoslavia ended, though the problems of
Kosovo is still badly wounded. Do you remember, as the US was
getting more deeply involved in that campaign, how much attention the
US high command, not to mention the media was devoting to the Apache
helicopter? The Apache was going to be the ultimate weapon against
Yugoslavs in Kosovo and a key component of the 21st century arsenal.
Well, letls start with ABC's JOHN MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
Apache attack helicopters are flying in Kosovo, enforcing
Last April, it seemed like a good idea to send them to

(VO) Today,
the peace.
war.

KENNETH BACON, PENTAGON SPOKESMAN
It will give us the capability to get up close and personal to the
Milosovec armor.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) But the Apaches never did get close. They did not hit Yugoslav
tanks and Serbian mobs. They sat on the ground.

LOUIS CALDERA, SECRETARY OF THE ARMY
Many people have come to see the Apache development as an army that
moved too slow to get into a theater.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) In fact, it took a month to get them ready to fight. The Army
sent in 6,200 troops and 26,000 tons of equipment. It had to retrain
its pilots to fly in Albania's mountains and use night goggles.
Meanwhile, the brass began to have second thoughts about the
casualties without troops on the ground, the Apaches might be too
exposed to enemy fire.

GENERAL HENRY SHELTON, CHAIRMAN, JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
The benefits never outweighed the risks.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) So, they never fought. A weapons system that cost $15 billion
and 20 years to develop never got into the war. Still, military
leaders bristle at the idea that their effort was wasted.

Is it unfair to say that we spent a tremendous amount of money
to put a weapons system in place and wasted it?

MAJOR GENERAL RICHARD CODY, US ARMY OPERATIONS
Well, I think that being a Monday morning quarterback, you could
certainly come to that conclusion.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Today the Army says sending the Apaches was a terrific idea,
because it forced Yugoslavia to worry about possible attacks.

In retrospect, did it really accomplish what it set out to do?
MAN

Deploying the Apaches had beneficial impacts on the outcome of the
campaign in Kosovo, absolutely.

JOHN MARTIN
But not according to a former national security council staff member.

IVO DAALDER, BROOKINGS INSTITUTION
In the end, sending the Apaches and deciding not to use them was a
sign of weakness rather than strength, and cost the US taxpayer an
unnecessary half a billion dollars.

JOHN MARTIN
This episode tells critics something even the Pentagon acknowledges:
The Army needs to be faster and more nimble or face the problem in
the next conflict of again coming up with too much too late. JOHN
MARTIN, ABC News, the Pentagon.
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PETER JENNINGS, ABC NEWS
There has been a struggle in military circles for some time now,
about what configuration the 21st century should have. And while
there is still a great debate, the trend, as JOHN MARTIN alludes,
appears to be toward the notion that US forces need to act more
quickly. And faster has to mean lighter. Here's ABC's JOHN McWethy.

JOHN MCWETHY, ABC NEWS
(VO) The opening shot in a race to change the US Army. But change to
what? After a decade of resisting change, Army officials say they are
now plunging into an ambitious effort to create a lighter, more
mobile force. Short of money and in a big hurry, they are looking
for ideas and maybe even some bargains on equipment available now.
All this month here at Fort Knox, Kentucky, an odd assortment of 35
light tanks and armored vehicles from 11 companies and six different
countries are being put through sometimes brutal tests, as the Army
looks for answers.

MAJOR GENERAL JIM DUBIK, US ARMY
This is a giant step forward and a major change in the way we're
going to do business. We're going to change the way this
organization fights.

JOHN MCWETHY
(VO) Painful experiences in places like Bosnia and Kosovo made it
clear that today's Army, a ponderous force designed to fight the
Soviet Union in a massive land war, is too heavy, and too slow to
react. With the 70-ton M-1 tank at its core, it is the wrong force
for peacekeeping and quick interventions, which is what the Army now
does most of the time.

JIM DUBIK
We, for sure, want to put our soldiers in something that makes them
confident, but not something that ends up to be another 70-ton tank.
We have enough of those.

JOHN MCWETHY
(VO) The Army discovered in the Balkans that the M-l is so big and
heavy that it's hard to move when needed in a hurry and sometimes
hard to use when it gets there in the narrow streets of cities and
towns.

SARGEANT DANIEL BATEMAN, US ARMY
It's a heavy tank, real heavy. It's hard to carry on the aircraft.

JOHN MCWETHY
(VO) The military's biggest transport plane can carry only one M-1
tank. The Army hopes it can fit five or six lighter tanks on the
same plane. But many questions remain about what the Army really
wants, and what it is willing to give up in crew safety and firepower
by going lighter.

DOUG COFFEY, UNITED DEFENSE
Small platforms like this that weighs under 20 tons can still pack
quite a wallop.

JOHN MCWETHY
Whatever they end up buying, Army leaders say it will be the heart of
a new armored force that can load up and fly in just 96 hours a be
ready to fight the moment it arrives.

(VO) That's the idea. But there are some in this tradition
bound Army, who still feel that bigger is better, and promise to be a
very tough fight. JOHN McWethy, ABC News, Fort Knox, Kentucky.

PETER JENNINGS
There are, as you can imagine, billions of tax dollars involved. For
more on this struggle to modernize. You can go to our Web site,
abcnews.com.

{VOl When we come back, our final item on the broadcast tonight,
searching this world's most hostile environment for clues to alien
life.

(Commercial Break)
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PETER JENNINGS, ABC NEWS
Finally, the weather, or some of it anyway. In the northeastern part
of the country today, people are getting a late reminder that it can
get cold in the winter. One way to introduce the National Weather
Service's latest tool for weather prediction, today they began using
a new computer that is so fast that meteorologists will know even
more about the snow or the rain or the sunshine in store for you and
precisely where to expect it and when. Here's ABC's JOHN MARTIN.

JOlIN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) It is phenomenal, a giant super-computer to process weather data
at an astounding 2.5 trillion calculations per second. Today, from
this building in Bowie, Maryland, it began feeding the National
Weather Service, and its first forecast for this week was ominous.

LOUIS UCCELLINI, NATIONAL CENTERS ENVIRONMENTAL PREDICTION
A potential for a cyclone developing along the East Coast of the
United States. A major concern for us is what could happen in Long
Island and southern New England from a snow point of view on Thursday
and Thursday night.

JOlIN MARTIN
(VO) Weather conditions to be forecast from an IBM model with 16
times greater processor memory than the Cray computer it replaces.
The new computer will track everything from tornadoes to snowstorms
to hurricanes, using data fed from all across the country to examine
conditions in every county in the United States. This could create a
significant advance in predicting disasters with greater speed and
accuracy.

Did we do
do more?

JOlIN KELLY, NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE
a perfect forecast for the storms last year?
Yes.

No. Can we

JOlIN MARTIN
So here's the forecast. Significant snow here Thursday, up to a foot
in New England, severe cold in the northeast, wind chill 20 or 30
below. So stay tuned. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.

PETER JENNINGS
report on WORLD NEWS TONIGHT.
on "Nightline,11 they're going to take a look at how
Palestinian children are working together to live

That is our
Later,

Israeli and
together.

I'm Peter Jennings.
we'll see tomorrow. Good

We hope you have a good evening and that
night.
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STEVE AVESON, ABC NEWS
Well it can't change the weather, but a new and powerful computer has
begun helping meteorologists with their predictions. It went into
operation yesterday. Details from ABC's JOHN MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) It is phenomenal. A giant super computer to process weather
data at an astounding 2.5 trillion calculations per second. From
this building in Bowie, Maryland, it began feeding the National
Weather Service. And its first forecast for this week was ominous.
LOUIS UCCELLINI, NATIONAL CENTERS FOR ENVIRONMENTAL PREDICTION

Seeing a potential for a cyclone developing along the East Coast of
the United States. A major concern for us is what could happen in
Long Island and southern New England from a snow point of view on
Thursday and Thursday night.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Weather conditions to be forecast from an IBM model with 16
times greater processor memory than the Cray computer it replaces.
The new computer will track everything from tornadoes to snowstorms
to hurricanes, using data fed from all across the country to examine
conditions in every county in the United States. This could create a
significant advance in predicting disasters with greater speed and
accuracy.

Did we do
do more?

JOHN KELLY, NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE
a perfect forecast for the storms last year?
Yes.

Can weNo.

JOHN MARTIN
So, here's the forecast, significant snow here Thursday. Up to a
foot in New England. Severe cold in the Northeast. Windchill at 20
to 30 below, so stay tuned. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.
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PETER JENNINGS, ABC NEWS
We know now that we have so much technology to help us understand the
weather better, it is hard to remember what is what. Last year La
Nina, EI Nino the year before that. This year, Pacific Decadal
Oscillation, the horseshoe or the mother condition. It is the latest
phenomenon which technology has now identified in the Pacific. Large
areas of cold and warm water which the scientists tell us will change
our weather once again. Here is ABC's JOHN MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) Using a satellite to measure depth and temperatures across the
vast Pacific Ocean, scientists at NASAls Jet Propulsion Lab have
spotted what they believe are early indications of big changes in the
weather. They call it the Pacific Decadal Oscillation, visible in a
horseshoe shaped pattern to the left. The red/white, band indicating
warmer water, enfolding a purple-bluish band of cooler water. What
this probably means, says NASA, is a shift northward in the position
of the jet stream and a return to the kind of weather experienced
between 1945 and 1976.

WILLIAM PATZERT, NASA OCEANOGRAPHER
It's a very, very large-scale pattern, covers the entire Pacific,
very strong.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) So strong, it could shove violent storms northward to batter the
Pacific Northwest, keep heavy rains away from Southern California and
Central America and actually lower the ocean level by three to eight
inches. This would be the third weather shift in 55 years. First,
the Pacific was cooler, a so-called La Nina condition. Then, in
1976, it began growing warmer, the so called EI Nino condition. NASA
says the new pattern could stretch 15 to 20 years. They are calling
it the La Mama, or mother, condition. But not everyone is convinced.
Meteorologists at the National Weather Service outside Washington
agree the pattern is shifting.

WAYNE HIGGINS, NATIONAL CENTER ENVIRONMENT PREDICTION
But to take that and extrapolate it as a time series on multi-year to
decadal time scales is premature.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Translation it's too soon to tell whether the changes will last
for decades.

But if they do, the country is in for a combination of weather
patterns not seen for a quarter century. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News,
Washington.



Document ID: OVN00011901
Library: NEWS-NY

Asset Type: Transcript
Air Date: 2000-01-19

------------------------- Segment Number: 3 -------------------------
Story Name: New weather-tracking supercomputer
Air Date: 2000-01-19

Start Time: 02:04:17
End Time: 00:00:00
Run Time: 00:00:00
Anchor: Bertha Coombs / Steve Aveson, New York, New York, USA

Correspondent: JOHN MARTIN, WASHINGTON
Content: 02:04:17

Prepared by Burrelle's Information Services,
which takes sole responsibility for accuracy of transcription

BERTHA COOMBS, ABC NEWS
Much of the Eastern US is getting a chilling reminder of what Winter
can be like.

(Va) Northeasterners are bundling up against temperatures stuck
in the teens and wind chills in many places well below zero. Farther
south, parts of the Carolinas received up to six inches of snow.
Many schools and businesses were closed, and officials urged people
to stay off the roads because of icy conditions.

Forecasters yesterday began using a new and more powerful tool
to help them predict the weather, including those Wintery conditions.
Here's ABCls JOHN MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(Va) It is phenomenal, a giant supercomputer to process weather data
at an astounding 2.5 trillion calculations per second. From this
building in Bowie, Maryland, it began feeding the National Weather
Service and it's first forecast for this week was ominous.

LOUIS UCCELLIN, NATIONAL CENTERS ENVIRONMENTAL PREDICTION
Seeing a potential for a cyclone developing along the East Coast of
the United States of major concern for us what could happen in Long
Island and Southern New England from a snow point of view on Thursday
and Thursday night.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) Weather conditions to be forecast from an IBM model with 16
times greater processor memory then the Craig computer it replaces.
The new computer will track everything from tornadoes to snow storms
to hurricanes using data fed from all across the country to examine
conditions in every county in the United States. This could create a
significant advance in predicting disasters with greater speed and
accuracy.

Did we do
do more?

JOHN KELLY, NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE
a perfect forecast for the storms last year?
Yes.

No. Can we

JOHN MARTIN
So here's the forecast, significant snow here Thursday, up to a foot
in New England. Severe cold in the Northeast, wind chill 20 to 30
below. So, stay tuned. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.

STEVE AVESON, ABC NEWS
Now we ...

BERTHA COOMBS
You should be wearing a hat. I like hats.

STEVE AVESON
Yes, and we know who Tony Perkins back up is going to be in ...

BERTHA COOMBS
Yeah.
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BERTHA COOMBS, ABC NEWS
For the past several years, Easterners hoping for a Winter wonderland
were instead wondering where all the snow was. Now they're getting
their answer.

(VO) The fast-moving storm that dumped snow on the Midwest
yesterday will give the same treatment to the Northeast and Great
Lakes states today. Some places will get up to half a foot a snow.
Up to four inches fell in Wisconsin yesterday. It was a simpler
scene in Cincinnati where the accumulation made for treacherous
driving. Snow plows and salt trucks were called out across the
Midwest and many flights were delayed or cancelled.

And you can look for changing weather patterns in the years
ahead. Scientists have identified a phenomenon in the Pacific which
could usher in a whole new set of conditions for this country. ABC's
JOHN MARTIN explains.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) Using a satellite to measure depth and temperatures across the
vast Pacific Ocean, scientists at NASAls Jet Propulsion Lab have
spotted what they believe are early indications of big changes in the
weather. They call it the Pacific Decadal Oscillation visible in a
horseshoe-shaped pattern to the left. The red-white band indicating
warmer water enfolding a purple-bluish band of cooler water. What
this probably means, says NASA, is a shift Northward in the position
of jet stream and a return to the kind of weather experience between
1945 and 1976.

WILLIAM PATZERT, NASA OCEANOGRAPHER
It's a very wide-scale pattern covering the entire Pacific, very
strong.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) So strong it could shove violent storms northward to batter the
Pacific Northwest, keep heavy rains away from Southern California and
Central America, and actually lower the ocean level by three to eight
inches. This would be the third weather shift in 55 years. First,
the Pacific was cooler, a so-called La Nina condition. Then in 1976,
it began growing warmer, the so-called El Nino condition. NASA says
the new pattern could stretch 15 to 20 years. They are calling it
the La Mama or mother condition. But, not everyone is convinced.
Meteorologists at the National Weather Service outside Washington
agreed the pattern is shifting.

WAYNE HIGGINS, UNITED STATES CLIMATE PREDICTION CENTER
But to take that and extrapolate it as a time series on multi, you
know, year to decadal time scales is premature.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Translation, it's too soon to tell whether the changes will last
for decades.

But if they do, the country is in for a combination of weather
patterns not seen for a quarter century. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News,
Washington.
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PETER JENNINGS, ABC NEWS
We surely were not the only ones caught by the surprise this morning
who said to ourselves 'Didn!t the government just introduce new
computers that were supposed to forecast the weather even sooner than
before? I Here!s ABCls JOHN MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) It sounded phenomenal a week ago. A giant computer to make 2.5
trillion weather calculations per second. Fast enough so the
government could give plenty of warning.

LOUIS UCCELLINI, NATIONAL CENTERS ENVIROMENTAL PREDICTION
WeIll be able to do that with enough skill and confidence to warn the
American citizens of impending extreme weather events in the three-
to ten-day time frame.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) And then?

1ST REPORTER
A surprise snowstorm has blanketed the Washington area.

2ND REPORTER
Nine inches of snow have been reported in just the last three hours.

JOHN MARTIN
{VOl So what happened? Scientists say that it was not until
yesterday that they began loading the latest software into the
supercomputer. So they failed to notice until early last evening that
a weather system moving east from the Great Lakes had slowed down and
would not drive another weather system over the Southeast out to sea,
as predicted.

When the new readings showed up last night, the National Weather
Service issued warnings for the 10:00 News, but it was too late for
governments and businesses to do much in advance.

(VO) As for those who thought the weather service did about as
bad a job as it could have ...

JAMES HOKE, NATIONAL HYDRO METEROLOGICAL PREDICTION CENTER
We did a better job with the computer. If we hadn't had this
computer, our forecast would not have been this good.

JOHN MARTIN
(VOl Still, as the snow continues falling today, a leading government
weather official conceded that the new computer did not perform to
his satisfaction. He promised it will, in time. But he could not
appear in person to say this because he was snowed in. JOHN MARTIN,
ABC News, Washington.

PETER JENNINGS
On the other side of the country, winter continues to be wetter than
normal along the West Coast a day of continuous rain flooded highways
and streets in northern California.

(VO) And in the Sierra Nevada!s they are finally getting the
first heavy snowfall of the season. More then seven feet of it since
Sunday.

Great for the ski resorts but making it tougher to get there.
Coming up on WORLD NEWS TONIGHT, the Miami relatives of Elian

gonzalez have been ordered to let him see his Cuban grandmothers.
And weill also take a closer look at the newly wired world of

the college campus, living and breathing on the Internet.
ANNOUNCER

This is WORLD NEWS TONIGHT with Peter Jennings. Brought to you by ...
(Commercial Break)
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STEVE AVESON, ABC NEWS
It just so happens that the government has a new powerful forecasting
supercomputer which should have seen the storm coming. But it didn't
because when the storm was approaching, technicians were still
loading the needed software into the computer. Here's ABCts JOHN
MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) It sounded phenomenal a week ago, a giant computer to make 2.5
trillion weather calculations per second, fast enough so the
government could give plenty of warning.
LOUIS UCCELLINI, NATIONAL CENTERS FOR ENVIRONMENTAL PREDICTION

we'll be able to do that with enough skill and confidence to warn the
American citizens of impending extreme weather events in the three to
10 to eight time frame.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) And then,

1ST REPORTER
A surprise snow storm has blanketed the Washington area.

2ND REPORTER
Nine inches of snow, our centers reported in just the last three
hours.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) A weather system moving East from the Great Lakes had slowed
down and would not drive another weather system over the Southeast
out to sea as predicted. When the new readings showed up, the
National Weather Service issued warnings, but it was too late for
governments and businesses to do much in advance. As for those who
thought the weather service did about as bad a job as it could have:

JAMES HOKE, NATIONAL HYDRO METEOROLOGICAL PREDICTION CENTER,
We did a better job with the computer. If we hadn't had this
computer, our forecasts would not have been as good.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) A leading government weather official conceded that the new
computer did not perform to his satisfaction. He promised it will in
time. But, he could not appear in person to say this because he was
snowed in. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.

J
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JUJU CHANG, ABC NEWS
Recapping our top story, and itts good news for most of the East
Coast. The storm that dropped up to two feet of snow in some areas
will bring a little more snow today to parts of the Northeast,
northern New York and northern New England. But accumulations will
be nothing like yesterday.

It just so happens that the government has a new forecasting
super-computer which should have been seeing the storm coming, but it
didn't. Because when the storm was approaching, technicians were
still loading the needed software into the computer. With more, here
is ABC's JOHN MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) It sounded phenomenal a week ago--a giant computer to make 2.5
trillion weather calculations per second, fast enough so the
government could give plenty of warning.
LOUIS UCCELLINI, NATIONAL CENTERS FOR ENVIRONMENTAL PREDICTION

Wetll be able to do that with enough skill and confidence to warn the
American citizens of impending extreme weather events in the three-
to 10-day time frame.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) And then ...

1ST REPORTER
Surprise snow storm has blanketed the Washington area.

2ND REPORTER
Nine inches of snow has been reported in just the last three hours.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) A weather system moving East from the Great Lakes had slowed
down and would not drive another weather system over the Southeast
out to sea, as predicted.

(VO) When the new readings showed up, the National Weather
Service issued warnings, but it was just too late for governments and
businesses to do much in advance.

(VO) As for those who thought the weather service did about as
bad a job as it could have ...

JAMES HOKE, NATIONAL HYDRO METEOROLOGICAL PREDICTION CENTER
We did a better job with the computer. If we hadn't had this
computer, our forecasts would not have been as good.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) A leading government weather official conceded that the new
computer did not perform to his satisfaction. He promised it will in
time, but he could not appear in person to say this because he was
snowed in. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.

JUJU CHANG
Coming up, on ltWorld News Tonight, It will rising oil prices affect you
in ways you may not even expect?

Itm JuJu Chang. Thanks for watching WORLD NEWS THIS MORNING.
Be sure to stay tuned for ltGood Morning Americalt after your local
news. And have a great day. We'll see you tomorrow.

(Commercial Break)
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PETER JENNINGS, ABC NEWS
Elian's grandmothers are here in Washington for their second visit in
search of political support. For a while it looked as if the Florida
relatives had an edge with the politicians who were trying to grant
Elian citizenship. But some of the politicians are now having second
thoughts. ABC's JOHN MARTIN is on Capitol Hill.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
{VOl There were tears on both sides today--Elian's grandmother
weeping in a Texas congresswoman's office, Elian's cousin weeping
outside a New Jersey senator's office.

MARSLEYSIS GONZALEZ, ELIAN'S COUSIN
Ever since the first day I met him, he has been asking for support
and help for him to stay here.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Both sides moved office to office, meeting with at least 16
members of the House and Senate. For weeks, Florida Republican
Connie Mack and others have been making a big deal of Elian's case,
stirring passions in Miami offering a bill to make Elian a citizen.

REPRESENTATIVE TOM DELAY, MAJORITY WHIP
Government has the authority to protect Elian's basic, fundamental
rights to freedom.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) But now some Republicans are backing off, worried they will
offend key constituencies. Pro-family religious conservatives oppose
separating son from father. Anti~immigration groups oppose
citizenship for anyone who enters the country illegally.

SENATOR CHUCK HAGEL, REPUBLICAN OF NEBRASKA
We should clear this up, clean it up, stop this nonsense, take this
young man out to the political swamp and get him back to his father.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) But sitting in the middle of the swamp are Republican leaders
who must decide whether to bring the issue to a vote. Last night,
senate majority leader Lott sounded like it might not happen after
all.

SENATOR TRENT LOTT, MAJORITY WHIP
I will stay in close touch with Senator Mack and others and decide
when and if this matter will come up.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Today, House Speaker Hastert admitted the GOP is divided and
said the courts should resolve the issue.

REPRESENTATIVE DENNIS HASTERT, SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE
We go by the rule of law, and we determine the rule of law in a
court.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) Then, families still on the move, GOP leaders sent the bill to a
House committee for study.

One Republican aide reportedly said, ~This bill will never see
the light of day on the House floor. I Another said that doesn't
matter. ~We Republicans,' he said, ~have already gotten all the
mileage we need out of this.' JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.
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JUJU CHANG, ABC NEWS
It seems congressional efforts to make Elian a us citizen are
stalling. That apparently became more apparent yesterday as some of
the boys relatives met with lawmakers on Capitol Hill. Here's ABCls
JOHN MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(Va) There were tears on both sides. Elian's grandmother weeping in
a Texas congresswoman's office. Elian's cousin weeping outside a New
Jersey senator's office.

MARISLEYSIS GONZALEZ, ELIAN'S COUSIN
Ever since the first day I met him he's been asking for support and
help for him to stay here.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) For weeks, Florida Republican Connie Mack and others have been
making a big deal of Elian's case, stirring passions in Miami,
offering a bill to make Elian a citizen. But now some Republicans
are backing off, worried they will offend key constituencies.
Pro-family religious conservatives oppose separating son from father.
Anti-immigration groups oppose citizenship for anyone who enters the
country illegally.

SENATOR
clear this
out of the

CHUCK HAGEL, REPUBLICAN, NEBRASKA
up, clean it up, stop this nonsense, take this
political swamp and get him back to his father.

JOHN MARTIN
sitting in the middle of the swamp are Republican leaders
decide whether to bring the issue to a vote. Senate
Leader Lott sounded like it might not happen after all.
SENATOR TRENT LOTT, REPUBLICAN MAJORITY LEADER

I will stay in close touch with Senator Mack and others and decide
when and if this matter will come up.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) House Speaker Hastert admitted the GOP is divided and said the
court should resolve the issue. Then, family still on the move, GOP
leaders sent the bill to a House committee for study.

One Republican aide reportedly said, 'This bill will never see
the light of day on the House floor. I Another said, 'That doesn't
matter. We Republicans, I he said, 'have already gotten all of the
mileage we need out of this.' JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.

We should
young man

(VO) But
who must
Majority
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JUJU CHANG, ABC NEWS
In other news, the grandmothers of Elian Gonzalez are asking to meet
with President Clinton about the fate of their grandson. Itls the
latest step in their effort to convince politicians not to grant the
boy American citizenship and send him back to Cuba. But Elain's
Florida relatives are also in Washington lobbying for him to stay.
Here's ABC's JOHN MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(Va) There were tears on both sides, Elian's grandmother weeping in a
Texas congresswoman's office, Elian's cousin weeping outside a New
Jersey senator's office.

MARISLEYSIS GONZALEZ, ELIAN'S COUSIN
Ever since the first day I met him hels been asking for support and
help for him to stay here.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) For weeks, Florida Republican Connie Mack and others have been
making a big deal of Elianls case, stirring passions in Miami,
offering a bill to make Elian a citizen.

REPRESENTATIVE TOM DELAY, REPUBLICAN, MAJORITY WHIP
Government has the authority to protect Elian's basic fundamental
rights of freedom.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) But now, some Republicans are backing off, worried they will
offend key constituencies. Pro-family religious conservatives oppose
separating son from father. Anti-immigration groups oppose
citizenship for anyone who enters the country illegally.

SENATOR CHUCK HAGEL, REPUBLICAN, NEBRASKA
We should clear this up, clean it up, stop this nonsense, take this
young man out of the political swamp and get him back to his father.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) But sitting in the middle of the swamp are Republican leaders
who must decided whether to bring the issue to a vote. Senate
Majority Leader Lott sounded like it might not happen after all.

SENATOR TRENT LOTT, REPUBLICAN MAJORITY LEADER
I will stay in close touch with Senator Mack and others, and decide
when and if this matter will come up.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) House Speaker Hastert admitted the GOP is divided, and said the
court should resolve the issue.
REPRESENTATIVE DENNIS HASTERT, REPUBLICAN, SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE

We go by the rule of law, and we determine the rule of law in a
court.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Then, families still on the move, GOP leaders sent the bill to a
House committee for study.

One Republican aide reportedly said this bill will never see the
light of day on the House floor. Another said that doesn't matter.
nWe Republicans," he said, "have already gotten all the mileage we
need out of this.1I JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.

BERTHA COOMBS, ABC NEWS
Just days after a major ice and snowstorm hit, the Southeast is
bracing for another blast of winter.

The latest storm is moving Eastward after hitting the Southern
plains yesterday. Freezing rain and ice made travel dangerous in
Texas. Farther North in Oklahoma City, the freezing rain turned to
snow. Parts of Oklahoma received up to 17 inches of snow, and some
places in Arkansas got almost as much.

JUJU CHANG
Sledding looks like so much fun, doesn't it?

BERTHA COOMBS
Yeah.
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PETER JENNINGS, ABC NEWS
The United States and Russia are in a dispute once again reminiscent
of the Cold War. The State Department said today, 'It is time to
come clean' about the fate of a Russian reporter, Andrei Babitsky.
He was covering the war in Chechnya for Radio Liberty, which is
funded by the United States, until the Russians arrested him. Here1s
ABC's JOHN MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) This tape was delivered in the middle of the night to
journalists in Moscow, Russian reporter Andrei Babitsky holding a
handkerchief saying he is more or less OK and hoping to be home soon.
Late last week this tape appeared, Russian intelligence agents said
it showed Babitsky being handed over to Chechnyan rebels in exchange
for two captured Russian soldiers. Babitsky's colleagues at Radio
Liberty don't know what to make of the tapes and are terrified. They
have had no direct contact with him for three weeks. Andrei Babitsky
is one of the few Russian reporters to get behind Chechnyan lines to
document suffering and destruction inflicted by the Russians.

ANN COOPER, COMMITTEE TO PROTECT JOURNALISTS
He's been denounced in the Russian media for being sympathetic to the
rebels. They want this guy silenced. Absolutely.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) Russian authorities have told conflicting stories. First they
confirmed he was missing, then said they arrested him, then produced
this tape of his exchange.

But Babitsky's lawyer fears the tape may have been staged, that
Russian intelligence agents wanted to give the impression he had been
handed over to cover up what they had done to him. We need to get an
answer about what happened, his lawyer said, and we need to know he
is alive. His wife fears the worst. So do his colleagues.

JEFF TRIMBLE, DIRECTOR BROADCASTING, RADIO LIBERTY
He's caught in a situation of lawlessness in a country that doesn't
have a tradition of respect for law.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) Today, Russia's interior minister said Babitsky is alive. But
more than 40 Russian and foreign journalists are so suspicious they
now have signed a petition demanding the government tell the truth
about Andrei Babitsky. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.
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PETER JENNINGS, ABC NEWS
Tonight we are going to take A CLOSER LOOK at campaign tactics.
There have been all sorts of accusations as you know from the
candidates that the other man, or someone in his name, was playing
what used to be called dirty pool. Now, it is nothing, mind you,
compared to what some presidents have had to endure. Jefferson was
called a puppet of the French; Jackson, the son of a prostitute;
Adams, a pimp with the czar of Russia as his client. Still, let's
take a look at how some of this year's attack ads get delivered.
They are not always so easy to spot. Here's ABC's JOHN MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) In the age of telemarketing, attack politics are delivered by
phone.

MAN
(On phone) This is a Catholic voter alert. Governor Bush spoke at
Bob Jones University in South Carolina. Bob Jones has made strong
anti-Catholic statements, including calling the pope the Antichrist.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) In the age of the Internet, it comes bye-mail. JOHN McCain was
a wild kid, living the image of Jimmy Dean and Marlon Branda. With a
devotion to parties, fun, liquor and women. They have always come by
regular mail. This letter, postmarked South Carolina, offers 10
disturbing facts about JOHN McCain.

THOMAS MANN
Is it new? No. Has it intensified? Yes.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) The reason this matters, says scholar Thomas Mann ...

THOMAS MANN
It further diminishes the public's view of politics, democracy and
governance.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) It also enlarges the role of third parties. They do the work of
the candidate in everything but the candidate's name while using
money and technology to spread their own point of view. Look who's
already involved. In New Hampshire, Americans for Tax Reform, the
Human Rights Campaign, National Right to Life Campaign, National
Abortion and Reproductive Rights Action League, the Sierra Club.
South Carolina, all preferred Bush. The Christian Coalition,
National Smokers Alliance and the National Right to Life. In
Michigan, Geoffrey Fieger, Jack Kevorkian's attorney, attacked Bush
on radio while the Christian Coalition attacked McCain. And they're
already at work in Virginia--the Christian Coalition, the National
Smokers Alliance, and Concerned Friends of Tobacco, which plans phone
banks to endorse Bush and newspaper ads to attack McCain. In
Campaign Warriors, a detailed study of more than 500 campaign
consultants coming out next week, scholar James Thurber says most are
ethical but some cross the line.

JAMES THURBER, AMERICAN
There is a tendency to push, push, push
absolutely have to do it? No. Does it
idea sometimes? Yes.

In

UNIVERSITY
the envelope.
backfire? Yes.

Do they
Is it a good

JOHN MARTIN
What makes this bad for democracy is that most of these tactics fly
below the radar of reporters and poison what is supposed to be an
open debate of the merits and policies of the candidates. JOHN
MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.

L _
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PETER JENNINGS, ABC NEWS
Finally this evening, it is your money or it's becoming your money,
in this case. The United States is lagging somewhat behind other
industrialized nations in the world getting the country to accept a
dollar coin, or its equivalent, in general circulation. The Susan B.
Anthony in the late 1970s was not a success, to put it mildly. But
now the government has tried it again. This new dollar you may have
heard has the Indian woman Sacagawea, who was a guide for Lewis and
Clark, on its face, and maybe this time the coin is going to make it.
Here's ABC's JOHN MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
The new dollar coin is taking off. After just three months, the Mint
is shipping $200 million worth to banks and businesses, four times
the demand for the Susan B. Anthony coin in an entire year.

PHILIP DIEHL, DIRECTOR, US MINT
We did most things right on this one. Whereas, we did most things
wrong on the Susan B. Anthony.

JOHN MARTIN
Wrong, 21 years ago, in distributing the dollar coin with little
fanfare and little way to distinguish it from a quarter. Right, this
time, by first forming focus groups and finding people did not want a
dollar coin until told they could save time and hassles with transit
fares and vending machines. Then they designed a manganese brass and
copper coin that was different in size, color and feel from the old
dollar coin, or any other coin. Finally, they found a way to create
demand, approaching a big merchandiser, Wal-Mart. Wal-Mart decided
the novelty of the coins might attract customers, so it mentioned
them in its monthly circular to 90 million households. It put up
signs at cash registers and made storewide announcements. With
shoppers beginning to ask for them, Wal-Mart bought $100 million
worth from the Mint and sent them to 3,000 stores.

ANN MCNAIR
I bought something I really didn't need because I came for the
dollars.

JOHN MARTIN
The cereal box was next. Every 2,000th Cheerios box has a free
dollar coin. Every 4400th box has a certificate for 100 free dollar
coins.

STEVE BOBBITT, AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATOIN
The Mint has done a magnificent job in promoting this coin.

JOHN MARTIN
But it is not finished. Next month the Mint begins a $40 million TV
ad campaign and Internet promotion. But this coin is already so
popular people are collecting it rather than spending it, which is
just one reason the Mint expects to make $2.7 billion profit this
year. It's your money. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.

PETER JENNINGS
And that is our report on WORLD NEWS TONIGHT. Don't forget
IINightline" later this evening, capital punishment and a young boy.
1'm Peter Jennings, have a good evening. Good night.
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STEVE AVESON, ABC NEWS
And finally this morning, the second time might just be the charm for
the US Mint. You might remember the last time the Mint issued a
dollar coin, the ill-fated Susan B. Anthony. Well, now a new dollar
coin which depicts Lewis and Clark's Indian guide, Sacagawea, is
going into circulation. Here's ABC's JOHN MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) The new dollar coin is taking off. After just three months, the
Mint is shipping $200 million worth to banks and businesses, four
times the demand for the Susan B. Anthony coins in an entire year.

PHILIP DIEHL, DIRECTOR, US MINT
We did most things right on this one, whereas, we did most things
wrong on the Susan B. Anthony.

JOHN MARTIN
Wrong, 21 years ago, in distributing the dollar coin with little
fanfare and little way to distinguish it from a quarter. Right, this
time, by first forming focus groups and finding people did not want a
dollar coin until told they could save time and hassles with transit
fares and vending machines.

(VO) Then they designed a manganese brass and copper coin that
was different in size, color and feel from the old dollar coin, or
any other coin. Finally, they found a way to create demand,
approaching a big merchandiser, Wal-Mart. Wal-Mart decided the
novelty of the coins might attract customers, so it mentioned them in
its monthly circular to 90 million households. It put up signs at
cash registers and made storewide announcements.

(VO) The cereal box was next. Every 2,000th Cheerios box has a
free dollar coin. Every 4400th box has a certificate for 100 free
dollar coins. But it is not finished. Next month, the Mint begins a
$40 million TV ad campaign and Internet promotion.

But this coin is already so popUlar people are collecting it
rather than spending it, which is just one reason the Mint expects to
make $2.7 billion profit this year. It's your money. JOHN MARTIN,
ABC News, Washington.

STEVE AVESON
I'm Steve Aveson. Thanks for watching WORLD NEWS THIS MORNING.

Stay tuned for IIGood Morning American after your local news.
Have a great day!
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STEVE AVESON, ABC NEWS
The US Mint is aggressively marketing its new dollar coin. The last
such coin, the Susan B. Anthony dollar, was a flop with the public.
But this time the Sacagawea dollar, named for Lewis and Clark's
female Indian guide, seems to be a winner. ABCls JOHN MARTIN
explains why.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(Va) The new dollar coin is taking off. After just three months the
Mint is shipping $200 million worth to banks and businesses, four
times the demand for the Susan B. Anthony coins in an entire year.

PHILIP DIEHL, DIRECTOR, US MINT
We did most things right on this one whereas we did most things wrong
on the Susan B. Anthony.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) Wrong, 21 years ago, in distributing the dollar coin with little
fanfare and little way to distinguish it from a quarter. Right, this
time, for at first forming focus groups and finding people did not
want a dollar coin until told they could save time and hassles with
transit fares and vending machines.

(Va) Then they designed a manganese, brass and copper coin that
was different in size, color and feel from the old dollar coin, or
any other coin. Finally they found a way to create demand,
approaching a big merchandiser, Wal-Mart. Wal-Mart decided the
novelty of the coin might attract customers. So it mentioned them in
its monthly circular to 90 million households. It put up signs at
cash registers and made storewide announcements. With shoppers
beginning to ask for them, Wal-Mart bought $100 million worth from
the Mint and sent them to 3,000 stores.

SHOPPER
I bought something I really didn't need because I came for the
dollars.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) The cereal box was next. Every 2,OOOth Cheerios box has a free
dollar coin. Every 4400th box has a certificate for a hundred free
dollar coins.

STEVE BOBBITT, AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION
The Mint has done a wo--a magnificent job in promoting this coin.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) But it is not finished. Next month the Mint begins a $40
million TV ad campaign and an Internet promotion.

But this coin is already so popular, people are collecting it
rather than spending it which is just one reason the Mint expects to
make $2.7 billion profit this year. It's your money. JOHN MARTIN,
ABC News, Washington.

ALISON STEWART, ABC NEWS
Steve Aveson, good to see you.

STEVE AVESON
Good to see you.

ALISON STEWART
How many times a day ...

STEVE AVESON
Good to see you. Wow.

ALISON STEWART
How many times a day has somebody said what's up to you around here.
It's infectious.

STEVE AVES ON
It is. It is.

ALISON STEWART
Of course, we're talking about the super-friends Bud--Bud mixture
which is a great, great clip that we have on the Internet and we've
had all around. But we found a new version.

STEVE AVESON
Did you really?

ALISON STEWART
Want to check it out?

STEVE AVES ON



I'd love to check it out. (Clip of news reporters with Budweiser
beer commercial soundtrack)

ALISON STEWART
...super-friends with the WORLD NEWS NOW all stars.

STEVE AVESON
That was good. I liked that.
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PETER JENNINGS, ABC NEWS
Finally this evening, we look once again at the unusual lengths that
Congress will go to to spend your money in some cases. In the
mid-1980s, the once great shipyard in Quincy, Massachusetts, gave up
in the face of foreign competition. However, local politicians
refused to accept defeat. For various politicians, it made sense
that the federal government could help. ABC's JOHN MARTIN on what
happened to some of your money.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) In 1986, after 101 years, Quincy's shipyard shut down, costing
4,000 people their jobs. For nearly a decade, the yard lay dormant.
Then, just before the 1996 election, a dramatic announcement.

SENATOR JOHN KERRY, DEMOCRAT, MASSACHUSETTS
(From tape) We are going to build ships again in Massachusetts. And
at the Quincy shipyards, specifically.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) The federal government had just agreed to guarantee a $55
million loan to this man, Greek developer, Sotirios Emmanouil. He
promised to reopen the yard. Everybody in both parties took the
credit.

WILLIAM WELD, REPUBLICAN, FORMER MASSACHUSETTS GOVERNOR
11m not sure that I would have been able to be as successful on the
Quincy yard if I wasnlt running for the Senate.

JOHN MARTIN
The plan sounded good. But would it work? By law, before it can
guarantee a loan, the Maritime Administration, MARAn, is required to
answer this key question.

TRANSPORTATION
Would it be economically feasible to have an operating shipyard?

JOHN MARTIN
And the conclusion was?

RAYMOND DECARLI
It would not be.

JOHN MARTIN
But that did not stop Congress.

RAYMOND DECARLI
They removed the economic criteria from the

JOHN MARTIN
Just took it out?

RAYMOND DECARLI
Just took it out.

loan decision process.

JOHN KERRY
I mean, it just wasn't rational at that point
You had to measure it by how many jobs you
working.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) But it never did work. Promised contracts never came through.
Renovations were never finished. The developer defaulted on the
loan. Today, in Greece, the Greek developer, Sotirios Emmanouil
said, now it's Washington's problem.

SOTIRIOS EMMANOUIL
I didn't decide to revitalize the shipyard, it was the United States
government who decided to revitalize the shipyard.

JOHN KERRY
Who knows? Maybe it will wind up being extraordinary water front
condominiums, a value well beyond the holdings. It's too premature
to make a judgment about any kind of loss.

JOHN MARTIN
Last week the government paid off the bank,
must now find a way to get the money back.
MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.

PETER JENNINGS
And that is our report on WORLD NEWS TONIGHT. On "Nightline,lI later
this evening, an alternative to putting kids in prison. I'm Peter
Jennings, have a good evening and good night.

It couldn't measure up,
to measure it that way.
could create, if it was

Too soon or too late?
took over the yard and
It's your money. JOHN
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ANDERSON COOPER, ABC NEWS
The Senate is compelling a reluctant witness to testify in hearings
next week. The witness is the CIA's one-time general counsel, and the
hearings are about his former boss. ABC's Barbara Starr reports.

BARBARA STARR, ABC NEWS
(VO) Congress issued its first subpoena in the inquiry into the
activities of former CIA Director JOHN Deutch, raising the stakes on
an embarrassing problem for the Clinton administration. The Senate
Intelligence Committee will order Mike O'Neill, the CIA's former top
lawyer, to testify. The subpoena came after O'Neill refused to
voluntarily appear.

COMMITTEE
We hope that he will come and tell us his--what happened out there at
the CIA, his role in it, if any.

BARBARA STARR
(VO) Congress wants to know why the CIA deliberately waited months
before telling lawmakers and the Justice Department that Deutch
deliberately kept highly classified material on his home computers.
Attorney General Janet Reno has now reopened the Justice Department
investigation into the matter.

JOHN MARTIN, FORMER JUSTICE DEPARTMENT PROSECUTOR
Deutch case is it was so poorly handled it now appears there was a
cover-up or an attempt, and a very sloppy attempt, at an obstruction
by him and by people around him.

BARBARA STARR
The report finds that Deutch 'deliberately created dozens of "highly
sensitive documents" on his home computers' while he headed the spy
agency 'in 1995 and 1996.' Deutch's reasons: he told the agency that
he was afraid that if he used the CIA's classified computers, other
CIA employees might break into the system and look at his work.
Barbara Starr, ABC News, Washington.
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ANDERSON COOPER, ABC NEWS
And finally this half-hour, broken promises in Quincy, Massachusetts.
In the mid-1980s, the once-great shipyard in that city closed in the
face of international competition. Then some local politicians got
Washington to guarantee a loan and the promise was one of jobs and
renewed prosperity. ABC's JOHN MARTIN tells what really happened.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) In 1986, after 101 years, Quincy's shipyard shut down, costing
4,000 people their jobs. For nearly a decade, the yard lay dormant.
Then, just before the 1996 election, a dramatic announcement.

SENATOR JOHN KERRY, DEMOCRAT, MASSACHUSETTS
(From tape) We are going to build ships again in Massachusetts, and
at the Quincy shipyards, specifically.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) The federal government had just agreed to guarantee a $55
million loan to this man, Greek developer, Sotirios Emmanouil. He
promised to reopen the yard.

JOHN MARTIN
By law, before it can guarantee a lot, the Maritime Administration,
MARAn, is required to answer this key question:

RAYMOND DECARLI, DEPUTY MARAD INSPECTOR GENERAL
Would it be economically feasible to have an operating shipyard?

JOHN MARTIN
And the conclusion was?

RAYMOND DECARLI
It would not be.

JOHN MARTIN
But that did not stop Congress.

RAYMOND DECARLI
They removed the economic criteria from the loan decision process.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) Promised contracts never came through. Renovations were never
finished. The developer defaulted on the loan. In Greece, Sotirios
Emmanouil said, ~Now, it's Washington's problem.'

SOTIRIOS EMMANOUIL, GREEK SHIPYARD DEVELOPER
I didn't decide to revitalize the shipyard. It was the United States
government who decided to revitalize the shipyard.

JOHN KERRY
Who knows? Maybe it will wind up being extraordinary water front
condominiums, a value well beyond the holdings. It is too premature
to make a judgment about any kind of loss.

JOHN MARTIN
Too soon or too late? Last week, the government paid off the bank,
took over the yard, and must now find a way to get the money back.
It's your money. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.

ANDERSON COOPER
And I'm Anderson Cooper. Thanks very much for watching WORLD NEWS
THIS MORNING. Stay tuned for "Good Morning America" after your local
news.

Have a great day. See you tomorrow.



ANNOUNCER
From ABC News, THIS WEEK with Sam Donaldson and Cokie Roberts.

SAM DONALDSON, ABC NEWS
shoots another. The gun debate takes centersix-year-old
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One
and

from Nation Rifle Association commercial)
SAM DONALDSON

In his first Sunday interview in more than two years, we asked
President Clinton about that charge.

I don't recall a series of well-produced television commercials
which called the president of the United States a liar. How do you
feel about that?

Hear what he thinks and how he intends to make tougher gun laws
part of his legacy.

And we'll get the other side from Wayne LaPierre of the National
Rifle Association.

COKIE ROBERTS, ABC NEWS
Also this week, JOHN McCain puts presidential ambitions on hold and
returns to the Senate.

SENATOR JOHN MCCAIN, REPUBLICAN PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE
I'm also dedicated to the necessary cause of reform and I will never
walk away from a fight ...

COKIE ROBERTS
But will his Republican colleagues give him a warm welcome or the
cold shoulder? We'll ask McCain backer, Chuck Hagel and Bush
supporter Mitch McConnell.

ANNOUNCER
That's THIS WEEK, featuring George Will and George Stephanopoulos.
Now, from Washington, Sam Donaldson and Cokie Roberts.

COKIE ROBERTS
Good morning and welcome to the program.

For the first time, Al Gore has pulled into a statistical dead
heat with George W. Bush in an ABC News/Washington Post poll. Gore
had been trailing Bush for months, but in this survey, the vice
president is the preferred choice of 48 percent of those polled,
Governor Bush gets 45 percent. Among the issues where Gore's
preferred over Bush: gun control. Democrats are hoping that issue
will work for them in November and they're turning up the heat on
Capitol Hill. Here's ABC's JOHN MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) Six-year-old Kayla Rolland, another victim, another funeral.
This week in Washington the political battle line on guns was drawn
as tightly as ever.

One key issue is a seven-month impasse here on Capitol Hill over
legislation restricting sales at gun shows to buyers who pass a
background check that could take as long as 72 hours.

(VO) The president met with House and Senate leaders to seek
compromise. Democrats insist there must be a bill with tougher gun
show restrictions. Republicans insist there can be no bill with
tougher gun show restrictions.

REPRESENTATIVE HENRY HYDE, REPUBLICAN, ILLINOIS
The problem revolves around gun shows.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) That same day, Kayla's mother visited the White House to talk
privately with the president. Republicans saw the invitation as
evidence the president wanted to exploit the case for political gain.

(Clip shown from National Rifle Association commercial)
JOHN MARTIN

(VO) Suddenly, the National Rifle Association unleashed a new barrage
of TV ads, denouncing the president's depiction of the NRA as
unwilling to help solve the problem.

(Clip shown from National Rifle Association commercial)
JOHN MARTIN

(VO) Both sides are fighting for votes in the fall, so there is
little chance of a compromise this year unless there is some new
outrage on the order of this Los Angeles shoot-out, or this Columbine



High attack. Only then might there be the political will to act.
JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.

SAM DONALDSON
Well, against this backdrop of young Kayla Rolland's death,
passionate argument over gun control and seeming intransigence on
both sides, we went to the White House on Friday to talk to the
president about it all, sitting down with him in the Oval Office.
And as you'll see, this is a subject that produces a lot of heat.

Mr. President, thanks very much for letting us come over and
talk to you today.

PRESIDENT BILL CLINTON
You're welcome, Sam.

SAM DONALDSON
You know, among your top legislative priorities, everyone
understands, is gun control. You want trigger safety locks. You
want a three-day waiting period for the sale at gun shows. You want
photo IDs--among other things. Going to be tough to get.

BILL CLINTON
It's tough to get. We--we were able to get the Brady Bill passed in
'93 and the assault weapons ban in '94. And unfortunately, several
of the members who voted for those were defeated because they did.
But it's a safer country because of that. We've had half a million
people who couldn't buy handguns because they were felons, fugitives
or stalkers and we've got the gun death rate down to a 30-year low.
So I think nearly everybody who's looked at it thinks we ought to
close the gun show loophole, require child safety locks on the guns
and ban the importation of these large ammunition clips. And I hope
we can do that.

SAM DONALDSON
The NRA says that the gun manufacturers have trigger locks now. They
say all of the guns being manufactured--the handguns--have the
trigger locks, so what's the big deal?

BILL CLINTON
They don't all, actually. Most of them do now. Welve had a
good--we've worked with a lot of the gun manufacturers and they
deserve a lot of credit. As--for the first time they--they--they
really showed some genuine independence from the NRA line that
nothing ever needs to be done, ever. And they--they came up with the
gun--the--the child trigger locks. What our legislation would do
would be to require the remaining manufacturers to do it. I--I'd
also like to see them make those available to retrofit guns because a
lot of people who have guns now in their homes would like to buy
them--you know, like to protect them in that way. But 1--1 think
that it would be important. But closing the gun show loophole is
really important because a lot of people who now know they'll be
checked in gun stores can go to the urban flea markets or the gun
shows and buy a gun and have no background check whatever. And I
think that's a big mistake.

SAM DONALDSON
Well, of course, the NRA says, 'We're for that. We're for an instant
check at gun shows.' And they say the Congress appropriated money
for you to put in this system so that the instant check, just like
our credit cards, could go through. And they say, ~Why hasn't he
done it?'

BILL CLINTON
Well, not all the records are subject to instant check. For example,
we offered, by the way--the--the--most of their allies in Congress
want a 24-hour notice/72-hour waiting period at gun shows. And
there's something to be said for that, if it's a weekend show and the
people are moving on to somewhere else and all that. So what we
offered them was, ~OK, 24-hours for everyone you can check within 24
hours, but--over 90 percent of them you can check in 24 hours. But
for those you can't check, because there's some problem with it, we
ought to be able to hold them up for three days. Because the ones
that don't check out within 24 hours are 20 times more likely to be
rejected because of a problem in the background. So 1--1 think we
can work this out.

SAM DONALDSON
I can't help remember that little dust-up you had with my colleague,
Charlie Gibson, who said, 'Well, how about registration? I mean, why
aren't you for that?' Have you changed your mind about that since
Kayla Rolland and these other terrible tragedies?

BILL CLINTON
Well, one of the things that I think is the--the argument for
registration, of course, is that it would make it easier to trace
these guns through their various incarnations. And I think you can
make a strong argument for it. What I have said is that--look, I
can't even pass a bill closing the gun show loophole through this
Congress. If the people want more done, I think that should be
heavily debated in this presidential election. Vice president and
Governor Bush are dramatically different (sic) positions on the whole
issue of guns and I think it ought to be a big issue in the
presidential election so--because it's one of the things that will
determine the shape of 21st-century America, how we handle safety,



SAM DONALDSON

whether we keep bringing crime down.
SAM DONALDSON

But of course, the gun that killed Kayla Rolland--I think it was a
.32--apparently had been in the home for some time with the little
boy who used it. None of this would have stopped that.

BILL CLINTON
Well, one thing that might do something--it was another provision
that I asked the Congress to pass--that I asked them again to
pass--which is to impose upon adults some responsibility for gun
crimes committed by young children if the adults knowingly or
recklessly permitted the child to get ahold of a gun. I think that
should be a part of the law.

SAM DONALDSON
The last time you and I talked about this was after Jonesboro, and
one of those shooters there was, I think, 11 years of age. Now we
have a child six years of age. What should we do about that child,
that little kid?

BILL CLINTON
Well, first, I think that what happens to this child in terms of
custody--who has custody over this child, where's this child going to
go--ought to be very carefully debated. Apparently he was in
miserable circumstances. I think that in addition to that, hers
clearly below the age of criminal responsibility.

SAM DONALDSON
And we can't punish that ...

BILL CLINTON
No, but he ...

...six-year-old, can we?
BILL CLINTON

No, but he--human nature being what it is, herll probably wind up
punishing himself as time goes on and he comes to realize what he's
done.

SAM DONALDSON
And do you think people, as he grows up, will point at him and say,
'That was the boy who shot that little six-year-old' ...

BILL CLINTON
If they know.

SAM DONALDSON
... ~many years ago?1

BILL CLINTON
If they know. But even if they don't know, he'll know. And one of
two things will happen, unless he's very fortunate. Either he will
grow up with no conscience because he won't be able to live with it
and then he'll repeat bad acts, or he'll grow up consumed with guilt
for something that was beyond his ability to understand when he was
six. So that child is going to need a lot of help ...

SAM DONALDSON
Mr. President ...

BILL CLINTON
...and needs to be in a more constructive upbringing. But, you know,
look, all of our sympathies are with the child that was killed and
that--and with her family and trying to prevent that. But the idea
that six-year-olds can get ahold of guns is outrageous. And 1--1--1
think the adults should be held responsible in some way.

SAM DONALDSON
When we come back, the president takes on the National Rifle
Association and tells us how he feels about the NRA calling him a
liar.

TEXT,
FIREARM FACT
In 1998, 10,994 murders in the u.S. were committed with

firearms.
Source: FBI Estimate

ANNOUNCER
From ABC News, THIS WEEK with Sam Donaldson and Cokie Roberts,
brought to you by ...

(Commercial Break)
SAM DONALDSON

Debate over public issues can be an intense and tough thing. Everyone
knows that. But the debate over gun control has suddenly turned very
mean and very personal. We resume our interview with President
Clinton.

By the way, do you own a gun today? You used to, I know.
BILL CLINTON

Yes. But I donrt have them here in the White House. I have
owned--when I was a boy I had a .22--when I was 12--and then I had a
shotgun and Irve owned a handgun or two that had been given to me.
But I have never kept them in a residence where my daughter slept.

SAM DONALDSON
Do you still shoot them today?

BILL CLINTON
No, when I--I've gone hunting a few times since I've been president,
but I've always just gone with friends and borrowed a shotgun when I



SAM DONALDSON
got there.

Recently?
BILL CLINTON

Oh, I--when was the last time I went duck hunting? Couple of years
ago, I guess.

SAM DONALDSON
OK. Well, we started by ...

BILL CLINTON
But let me say that, you know, I grew up in this culture. r've never
called for banning guns, banning hunting. l've never been against
sport shooting. 1--1 believe that people ought to have the right to
do these things. The thing that--you know, I even had a good
relationship with the NRA at one time when I was governor. They did
a lot of good things in my state. They helped train people and gun
safety courses, young hunters, for example. They helped to resolve
property disputes in rural areas of my state where we were worried
about people hunting in various areas. They--you know, I just think
that their knee-jerk reaction to any gun safety measure is wrong.

SAM DONALDSON
Well, sir, you--you may have once had a good relationship with the
NRA, but you don't have it today. I'm sure you're aware of the new
television ads ...

BILL CLINTON
I am.

SAM DONALDSON
...that they are running. Charlton Heston, himself, very effective,
looks in the camera--and let me just read a portion of one of them.
He says, uBil1 Clinton says the NRA stands in the way of sensible gun
safety. But it was the NRA who pioneered the criminal background
check on gun buyers, not Bill Clinton." He goes on, but he concludes
this way, sir. "Mr. Clinton, when what you say is wrong, that's a
mistake. When you know it's wrong, that's a lie." And that's tough.

BILL CLINTON
Well ...

SAM DONALDSON
That's tough, sir.

BILL CLINTON
Here's a--well, let me--true or false? The NRA was opposed to the
Brady Bill? True. True or false? The NRA was apposed to the
assault weapons ban? True. True or false? The NRA happily ended
the Congressional careers of brave members of Congress of my party
who stood up to them and voted for the Brady Bill and the assault
weapons ban? True.

Now, they can say they pioneered background checks. You know,
that's a little slight-of-hand, artful wording designed to cover up
the fact that they were opposed to the Brady Bill, they're opposed to
measures that are necessary to in fact close the gun show loophole.
They're saying, ~If you can do an instant check, it's OK to do those.
So we don't--we don't mind you checking as long as we're not put to
any inconvenience whatever. But the public safety is not nearly as
important as our convenience.'

Well, you know, we all go through these airport metal detectors
all the time. And a lot of us have to go through two, three, four
times if we have a money clip or something. And it's a minor
inconvenience but we like it because we all get to stay alive that
way. My view is, I have not asked the hunters and sportspeople of
this country or the--the sellers at these gun shows to undertake
inordinate inconvenience, but some little inconvenience to preserve
the public safety and to do more to keep guns out of the wrong hands.
And you know, all this--this sort of wounded rhetoric by the NRA,
given how ruthlessly brutal they were to members who were brave
enough to vote for the Brady Bill and the assault weapons ban, is
a--you know, these crocodile tears--I don't think it'll wash with the
voters.

SAM DONALDSON
Mr. President, I ...

BILL CLINTON
Even with Moses reading the script.

SAM DONALDSON
Well, I--I've been around a long time. I'm old enough to remember
people calling Harry Truman, when he sat there in this office, a
Communist and a lot of things. But I don't recall a series of
well-produced television ads which call the president of the United
States a liar. How do you feel about that?

BILL CLINTON
Well, that's the way they've treated me for more than a decade. I
remember in 1991, the NRA lobbyists in Arkansas came up to me and
wanted me to sign a bill that would have prohibited any city in
Arkansas from having gun control legislation stronger than the state
had. Little Rock at the time was being deluged by these gang members
coming back with such serious weapons and cop-killer bullets. They
didn't want cop-killer bullets banned. You remember, this is the same
NRA--true or false? They didn't want cop-killer bullets banned. I



SAM DONALDSON
They have almost three and a half million members.

BILL CLINTON
Yeah, but there's more people than that in America. And look, I
think the reason they intensely dislike me is because I have hunted
in my life, because I'm not anti-gun. I'm not anti-sportsperson.
I'm not against the--the legitimate use of guns. I--and I actually
give them credit for the good things they've done in my experience.
But they got all these charts on the wall. They're domino-theory
people. You know, if you do one little thing that requires any
accommodation for the public safety, that requires any effort on the
part of gun owners, they think it's the end of the world. And I just
think that's wrong. You know, maybe technology will give us instant
checks for everything, but there are some of these mental health
records you can't get instantly. There are some of the criminal
records that are not accessible instantly. I offered
them--let--let's go back to the facts here, get out of the
name-calling politics. More people will stay alive if we can close
the gun show loophole, just like more people are alive because we
passed the Brady background checks. When a half million people can't
get hand guns because they're felons, fugitives or stalkers, there'S
more people out there alive today. That's all that I care about. I
don't want to get in a name-calling with the NRA.

SAM DONALDSON
Well, let's forget the name-calling. The NRA spokesman said to me,
'We'd like to debate President Clinton. 1 Would you consider debating
Charlton Heston on this issue? No name-calling, debate the issues.

BILL CLINTON
Well, I tell you what I want to do. I want to see the issues debated
in the Congress. We've had the debate. They came after me in '92,
they came after me in '96, we had the debate. They came after the
Congress in 194 and they won that one. They elected the the Gingrich
Congress with the contract on America. They had a big roll on it
because they scared all these hunters into believing I was going to
take their guns away. I don't want to turn this into a circus. I
want to turn it into saving lives. I don't want to take the extreme
positions and the hot rhetoric. Henry Hyde, who basically represents
a lot of their point of view, offered a way to try to close the gun
show loophole. We thought there were serious problems with that, but
it was a good faith offer. So JOHN Conyers made a counter-offer.
Now, here's where the rhetoric is, way out here. Here's where the
facts are, way here. And I was disappointed that Senator Hatch
wouldn't agree to let them all get together and try to debate these
two issues and try to resolve it. There's got to be a fix here that
will save people's lives. That's the only thing that counts.
Nothing else matters. The rest of this stuff's all politics. It's
inside baseball.

SAM DONALDSON
Mr. President, thanks very much for letting us sit down with you.

BILL CLINTON

heard the--true. They didn't want to ban them. So 1--1 vetoed the
bill and this young NRA lobbyist in the lobby of the state capitol in
Arkansas said, 'Governor, you're going to run for president in 1992
and if you veto this bill we want, we will wipe you out in Texas. 1

And there were 50 people watching and they were just aghast that this
lobbyist would talk to a governor this way. And I knew I was growing
up when I didn't hit him. I smiled and I said, 'Young fellow, if
that's the way you feel, you saddle up, you get your gun, I'll get
mine, I'll see you in Texas. 1 And the rest is history.

You know, they basically win through intimidation. People are
scared of them. And ...

Thank you.
SAM DONALDSON

When we come back, the other side. Cokie Roberts and George Will
question the executive vice president of the National Rifle
Association, Wayne LaPierre, about all this, in a moment.

TEXT,
FIREARM FACT
75% of Americans say parent should be charged with a crime if

their child uses a gun to shoot someone.
Source abcNEWS.com Poll +- 3% Error of Margin 3/7/00
(Commercial Break)

COKIE ROBERTS
We're back with George Will. Now that we've heard President Clinton's
thoughts on gun control, it's time to hear the other side, and
joining us is Wayne LaPierre, executive vice president of the
National Rifle Association.

Thanks very much for being with us, Mr. LaPierre.
WAYNE LAPIERRE, NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION

Thanks. Good being with you.
COKIE ROBERTS

Those commercials that we've seen some of and that Sam referred to in
his interview with President Clinton, pretty tough commercials.

WAYNE LAPIERRE



Mm-hrom.
COKIE ROBERTS

Think they're justified?
WAYNE LAPIERRE

I do. I mean, Cokie, let me define the level of hon--dishonesty that
this man is capable of. And I've been in this town for 20 years
through the political storms. He could have had a bill last summer
that included mandatory safety locks with the sale of every gun,
included checks at all gun shows on all gun sales with a 24-hour
delay, included juvenile Brady, where violent juveniles would be
forever prohibited from owning guns, would even have included Dianne
Feinstein's import ban on high-capacity magazines, and he killed it
allover the issue of a 72-hour wait. I mean, I've come to believe
he needs a certain level of violence in this country. He's willing
to accept a certain level of killing to further his political agenda.
And the vice president, too. I mean, how else you can--can you
explain this dishonesty we get out of the administration?

COKIE ROBERTS
That's a rather extraordinary thing to say, ~the president needs a
certain level of violence in this country.'

WAYNE LAPIERRE
Mm-hmm.

COKIE ROBERTS
What are you implying here?

WAYNE LAPIERRE
Well, I'm implying that when you look at what works, which is
enforcing the gun laws on the books, this president has presided over
a complete lack of enforcement. Let's talk about project Exile in
Richmond, Virginia: cut murder with guns by 65 percent. NRA, most
vocal advocate of it. He has refused to take it nationwide. They've
held meetings in DOJ, how to deflect support for the program if it
starts to rise on Capitol Hill. He's been nowhere to be found when
we came up with the money for Philadelphia, which I went to Senator
Specter and came up with for the program. They've now written the
intake rules on cases where, unless you have three or more felony
convictions, they don't pick you up for prosecution, so they've
ruined the program. The money was approved for Camden a year and a
half ago. They still haven't launched in Camden. And when Janet
Reno, representing Bill Clinton, was sitting before the Senate
Judiciary Committee, she looked at the--he looked--the Senate
Judiciary Committee looked at the horrible, shameful rate of
prosecutions and said, ~Can we expect any improvement in this?' and
she shook her head and said, ~No.' I mean, you can't care about
stopping crimes with guns and give the country a complete lack of
enforcement of the gun laws on the books, which is what this
president's done.

COKIE ROBERTS
Well, you--you--you heard the president go through a list of
true/false and the list of things that he delineated. He was right.
They--they were--you--the NRA did oppose cop-killer bullets, did
oppose the Brady law, did oppose the assault weapons ban.

WAYNE LAP IERRE
Cokie, we actually wrote the bill that became law that banned
armor-piercing--what they call cop-killer bullets. We opposed the ...

COKIE ROBERTS
But in that--in--I--I. ..

WAYNE LAPIERRE
...opposed the initial definition but ...

COKIE ROBERTS
You're talking about being here for 20 years, I remember when that
was being debated.

WAYNE LAPIERRE
But keep in mind, the Brady Bill was a--it was a wait--a volunteer--a
wait with a voluntary check. What the NRA supported was the instant
check that's on the books today. What we take issue with the
president is of these 500,000 cases he's talking about, he doesn't do
anything to them except let them walk out the door. I mean, he's had
a check on 60 percent of sales at gun shows for the last seven
years--Iet them walk out the door. It's like Clyde is going home to
Bonnie after being--and saying, ~Bonnie, no gun for us. The
president says no.' You've got to prosecute these cases and every
cop on the street knows it.

COKIE ROBERTS
But let me show you something. In the poll that we talked about
earlier today, the question, ~On whom do you trust to handle gun
control?' Gore, 47 percent, Bush 36 percent. Clearly the American
people don't agree with you here.

WAYNE LAPIERRE
Well, I think they need to understand what's happening. And when
they do understand--and we're going to take the issue face-to-face
with the president, the vice president, all through this campaign.
They want better enforcement of what's on the books, according to the
brand new JOHN Zogby poll that came out last week. Better
enforcement, more laws. They say better enforcement every time.



GEORGE WILL, ABC NEWS
As JOHN McCain might say, the--the NRA wants everybody. They want
Democrats, Republicans, Independents, vegetarians,
libertarians--maybe not vegetarians, but the NRA wants everybody.
But is it safe to say that you would prefer, given the differences in
the two parties, to have a Republican president and a Republican
Congress?

WAYNE LAPIERRE
We have a lot of supporters in both parties. I mean, the truth is
the Republican Party as a whole has been much more supportive of the
freedom of people to own guns. And also tougher on prosecuting
criminal misuse. You know, the president and the vice president have
a strategy here: the pollsters and the consultants are telling them,
'Scare suburban women on this issue. 1 And that's their strategy.
But where those suburban women live, it's as safe as all those
foreign countries the president talks about. The violence in this
country is a issue of pockets of poverty. And the people that are
committing those violence (sic) are drug dealers with guns, gangs
with guns and violent felons with guns. Everything they're doing
with a gun is already prohibited. And the president needs--the only
way you're going to get to the bottom of that problem is to start
prosecuting and take those people off the street and put them in
jail. Suburban women don't have to fear a police officer with a gun
or their next door neighbor with a gun.

GEORGE WILL
I got ...

WAYNE LAP IERRE
They have to fear those drug dealers and felons.

GEORGE WILL
But the ans ...

WAYNE LAP IERRE
And we'll get them off the street.

GEORGE WILL
But the answer to my question is, yes, that basically you'd prefer to
have Republicans controlling Congress and the White House. Given
that that's the case, is there any concession you can make, cosmetic
if you will, that will help Republicans on this issue because as
Cokie just indicated, they're losing on this issue.

WAYNE LAPIERRE
1--1 think the fact is the Republicans offered what the American
public--Republicans offered last year, they said, ~Mr. President,
here's a bill, mandatory safety locks with the sale of every gun.
Here's checks on every sale at every gun show. Here's juvenile
Brady. Here's ...' And--and the president, he's the one who was
unbending and he killed it. 1t--1 mean, people have to realize the
level of rhetoric coming out of this White House is at the outer
limits of excess. I mean, I heard the president the other day
speculating about the nurturing, loving relationship that crack
dealers have for their children. I mean, in my lifetime there's not
been another president capable of this nonsense. If the president
would enforce the laws against drug dealers with guns, he'd stop
things like that crack house in Michigan.

GEORGE WILL
Leaving aside questions of federalism, would the NRA support a law
codifying the responsibility, the criminal responsibility of adults
who allow guns to fall into the hands of children with harm to
follow?

WAYNE LAPIERRE
George, we define safety. We have been the number-one safety
organization for years. We've spent $20 million in the last five
years, president hasn't spent a nickel. We--if you leave--owning a
gun ...

GEORGE WILL
Would you support such a law?

WAYNE LAPIERRE
We have. Owning a gun is a responsibility. If you have young
children in the house, you leave a loaded gun on a bed, you're
grossly negligent and you ought to be prosecuted.

COKIE ROBERTS
But you're opposing that law in Ohio right now.

WAYNE LAPIERRE
You know, it all depends on the wording, Cokie, but we want people
that are gross negligent with firearms to be prosecuted. My gosh, we
always have. We're the safety organization. But--but here's how you
keep people safe. President brags about 5,000 prosecutions. There's
100 US attorneys. If they were only bringing 10 cases a month
against the worst people, he'd have 12,000 prosecutions. If you're
bringing 20 you'd have 24,000. There's no way this president can
look in a camera and justify those numbers on prosecutions.

COKIE ROBERTS
We're out of time Mr. LaPierre, but I just want to ask you, the
president talked about and Sam talked to the president about a debate
with the NRA. Would you like to have that debate?

WAYNE LAPIERRE



I'd love to, Cokie, and I hope you'll put the resources of ABC to
check out what I said here today on the prosecution numbers and
report back whether 11m telling the truth, Wayne LaPierre's telling
the truth, or whether Bill Clinton is. You'll find I'm telling the
truth on these numbers.

COKIE ROBERTS
Thank you very much.

WAYNE LAPIERRE
Thank you.

COKIE ROBERTS
Thanks for being with us. The--coming next, the campaign 2000 as
JOHN McCain returns to Capitol Hill. Will his reform plans get the
reception he hopes? We'll find out after this.

TEXT,
Handguns comprise one-third of all guns in America but are used

in 80% of US gun-related crimes.
ANNOUNCER

From ABC News, THIS WEEK with Sam Donaldson and Cokie Roberts brought
to you by ...

(Commercial Break)
COKIE ROBERTS

Joining us now Senator Chuck Hagel of Nebraska who supported JOHN
McCain in the primaries, Senator Mitch McConnell of Kentucky
supported George Bush. After JOHN McCain suspended his presidential
campaign he made it clear that he'll continue fighting for his cause.
Let's listen to him.

JOHN MCCAIN
So I will take our crusade back to the United States Senate and I
will keep fighting to save the government, to give the government
back to the people, to keep our promises to young and old alike by
paying our debts, saving Social Security and Medicare and reforming a
tax code that benefits the powerful few at the expense of many.

COKIE ROBERTS
Senator Hale and McConnell, he's going to save the government for the
people. How are you going to respond to this?

SENATOR CHUCK HAGEL, REPUBLICAN, NEBRASKA
Well, as I said, he will be welcomed back to the Senate like a
conquering hero. His stature is much enhanced. I think JOHN will
come back, will, as he has done over the years, work as he stated the
things he believes, that's what his campaign was about. And I think
he will receive a very warm and strong and realistic welcome, genuine
welcome.

COKIE ROBERTS
Conquering hero, Senator McConnell?

SENATOR MITCH MCCONNELL, REPUBLICAN, KENTUCKY
He ran a great race. It may shock all of you to hear that we even
had a softball team together years ago. It was called a mat team.
And we used to have a good relationship. I think it has soured
somewhat in recent years, but JOHN ran a great race. We all admire
what he did out there and we're going to welcome him back.

GEORGE WILL
Senator Hagel, you have proposed recently a campaign-finance proposal
from which Senator McConnell has not recoiled in horror. So it looks
to me some basis for action here. However, each party this year had
a well-funded candidate, Bradley and McCain, who's made
campaign-finance reform the center of their appeal to the country.
Their record in the campaign--the primaries and caucuses before they
left were seven wins and 39 loses. There was a
campaign-finance-reform proposal in a referendum in California which
was just buried, 65 to.35. What makes you think the country cares
about this?

CHUCK HAGEL
Well a couple of things. Front page of The New York Times this
morning, big story about how Al Gore is going to make
campaign-finance reform a central part of his campaign. Now he's
doing it for, I suspect other reasons, more maybe defensive. Second,
Governor Bush coming out of New Hampshire, when he went down to South
Carolina rolled out a new campaign-finance-reform bill, similar in
many ways to JOHN McCain's. It isn't so much, George, a matter of
delineating the framing of the topic, campaign-finance reform, it's
what it is that we use campaign-finance reform to get you to the end
product, the objective. If, in fact, you're going to have reform of
the tax code and health-care issues and Social Security and Medicare
and other things that most of us care about, then we probably are
going to have to have some kind of reform to get us there. That
is--that is the point and I think it will be a major subject of this
campaign.

GEORGE WILL
Senator McConnell, Senator Hagel's bill would raise the amount of
money you can give, hard money to individuals to campaign from $1,000
to $3,000. That's going to appal the people who say there's too much
money in politics. You would allow $60,000 per person per year.
That's, per couple, that means almost a quarter of a million dollars
per cycle in soft money. What makes you think that this will pass



muster? New York Times already hates it.
MITCH MCCONNELL

Well, first let me suggest that you were quite right awhile ago when
you said the public was not exactly clamoring for this issue. Even
in New Hampshire only three percent of the voters in exit polls!
where JOHN McCain did quite well, indicated that this was an
important issue. I announced back in November that I thought Chuck's
proposal, which we've just outlined, was a good place to start in the
Rules Committee this year. We're going to have some hearings on it.
We're going to mark it up. It is at least an area where there's a
possibility of bringing Republicans together. It does miss one
fundamental ingredient! however. My view is that true
campaign-finance reform means that every dollar should come from a
voluntary donor and all should be disclosed. And it does not include
paycheck protection, which guarantees that union members will not
have their union dues taken without their permission. It's been on
causes they don't agree with.

GEORGE WILL
Do you have the votes to attach that to Senator Hagel's bill?

MITCH MCCONNELL
I certainly would hope so. I think that that would improve the
Hagel-Kerry bill! but I think the Hagel-Kerry bill is a good place to
start.

GEORGE WILL
But it would kill the bill, wouldn't it Senator! if they had paycheck
protections?

CHUCK HAGEL
Well, I don't know. It will be more difficult if we do it that way.
That's why I presented the bill that I did. Now, the form! substance
of the bill! always is to get worked over and generally a little heat
and friction and then we come out with something at the end of the
grinder.

COKIE ROBERTS
Gentlemen though, given what you're saying here ...

MITCH MCCONNELL
point, though, that JOHN McCain supports
So I--if the issue here is what would be
don't think adding paycheck protection ...

GEORGE WILL
Is this a way to get, to ease Senator McCain back in to the good
graces of the Republican Party, to make him happy without doing harm?

CHUCK HAGEL
Well, Mitch will respond to that! 1--1 think there are a couple of
currents that are coursing through the process here though.
Obviously one is McCain's leadership on this issue over the last few
years and JOHN McCain deserves terrific--in my opinion and I think
the opinion of others, leadership on this. I don't agree with
McCain-Feingold, but he has--he has set in motion something that
think is important for people to come back to have confidence in
system and in the process. Second! it will be an issue. We can
the other way, but it will be an issue. And third! if it is a
central kind of an issue to suggest what you're talking about George,
is maybe bring parties--the Gore/McCain parties back together in
their own natural time frame, sure. But fundamentally! what is
important here is many of us believe we need! in the best interest of
our country! some kind of campaign-finance reform.

COKIE ROBERTS
But--but what you've just said Senator McConnell, saying voters
weren't terribly interested in it and this bill which does not ban
soft money, which was what Senator McCain has talked about, what does
that do for his voters? That might get JOHN McCain back into the
tent but what does it do for all those people out there who were
behind JOHN McCain? They're not getting anything from the Republican
Party from what you all are saying.

CHUCK HAGEL

Could I just make the
paycheck protection.
comforting to JOHN, I

I
the
look

Go ahead Mitch.
MITCH MCCONNELL

Could I suggest they were not voting for him because of that issue.
Only three percent of people in New Hampshire were voting on that
issue. I don't think that is the key to reaching out to the McCain
vote. They are interested in reform. It's a positive word. George
Bush has been emphasizing reform in education and in legal reform and
in tax reform. All of those are issues that are interesting that
independent and moderate voters are interested in. And I think
there's no particular reason ...

COKIE ROBERTS
You think--do you think you don't need to reach out to them on this
issue?

MITCH MCCONNELL
I don't have any problem with crafting a campaign-finance reform bill
that is a good one. Our difficulty has been bringing people together
behind something that is both constitutional and practical in terms
of allowing people to compete.

COKIE ROBERTS



Senator McConnell, one of the things you've said is we should enforce
the current laws but now you are supporting a nominee to the Federal
Elections Commission, Bradley Smith who is not for enforcing the
current laws.

MITCH MCCONNELL
That's, of course, not true.

COKIE ROBERTS
Well, he has made some very strong statements about the laws.
What--how do you put those two things together?

MITCH MCCONNELL
Well, he--he was before our committee this week in a hearing
indicating, of course, he was going to enforce the law. It's not
unusual for people to criticize existing law. We get lectured about
the judges all the time about mandatory minimum sentences, did that
mean they don't enforce the law? I criticize a lot of laws that we
pass. Does that mean I don't comply with them? Bradley Smith is a
Harvard Law School graduate, an outstanding professor. He's going to
have some Democratic support and I think unified Republican support.

COKIE ROBERTS
We're out of time but George ...

GEORGE WILL
If Bradley Smith does not pass will Danny Lee McDonald, the
Democratic nominee to the FEe pass?

MITCH MCCONNELL
I would predict not.

COKIE ROBERTS
Thank you very much Senator Hagel, Senator McConnell.

MITCH MCCONNELL
Thank you.

Thank you.
CHUCK HAGEL

COKIE ROBERTS
When we come back, thoughts from our ROUNDTABLE, George
Stephanopoulos joins us after this.

TEST CAMPAIGN HISTORY FACT
South Dakota Democrat George McGovern lost the Presidential

election in 1972 and returned to the Senate until 1981.
(Commercial Break)

SAM DONALDSON
Welcome to our ROUNDTABLE, where it's time to hear our opinions. Take
them for what you think they're worth. George Stephanopoulos, always
a pleasure to see you.

GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS, ABC NEWS
Thank you, Sam.

SAM DONALDSON
we've seen now, including ours at ABC News, say
dead heat at this point, that is between Gore and
we stand, Cokie?

COKIE ROBERTS
Well that's where we stand. We now go into this race then pretty
even and that's, of course, bad news for George Bush because he was
well ahead before these primaries began. But there's some good news
for him in this poll as well. Let's take a look. On the question of
is George Bush intelligent enough to be president or mature enough,
he and Gore score about the same. They're both intelligent but both
mature. The question of whether they would--who would bring change
to Washington, Gore 43 percent, Bush 53 percent.

DOES THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT APPLY?
GORE BUSH Intelligent 77%
Mature 75% 70% Bring Change
50% Source Washington Post/ABC News Poll

COKIE ROBERTS
Now you'd expect him to do a little better along there because
you--he is outside of Washington and Gore is in Washington. On the
other hand, I'm not sure how much change people want from Washington
these days.

GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS
That--that's the big question. Now this race makes me think of 1976,
closest race, I think since 1916. Carter won by one and a half
million votes, under 300 electoral votes. Bush is trying to run like
Carter. Carter was going to bring the government--government as good
as its people, Bush wants to restore honor and dignity. But what's
different about this year is that the economy is probably in better
shape.

All the polls that
it's a statistical
Bush. So where do

75%
43%

COKIE ROBERTS
No wage-price controls, right.

GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS
Exactly. The Lewinsky scandal is not Watergate. And Gore is
probably a more fierce and competent campaigner than Jerry Ford.

GEORGE WILL
I think the dead-heat poll is very good for George Bush. Al Gore is
in his fourth try at national office. That is '88 he partly ran for
a little while '92, '96, AD. He's closely identified with the
popular president. He's coasted really almost undamaged through a



very weak challenge to him. He's governing in peace and prosperity.
George Bush is in his rookie season. He's still honing his message,
he's been badly beaten up in a campaign. In a way he's at the bottom
of his trough and it's a statistical dead heat. I think that the
poll is very good for him.

GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS
That's--it's an interesting quip, but the question is can he grow?
We really don't know that. He's never played on the national stage
before. And what we've seen in the campaign--he didn't seem to get
better, or very much better over the course of the campaign.

SAM DONALDSON
Well Vice President Gore, of course, is not going to let up. And let
me just show you something that Senator Hagel referred to. New York
Times this morning, front page, right over here, "Gore to embrace
campaign finance as central theme." In fact, he's going to criticize
George Bush for being beholding to his donors. Now, what's the word
I'm looking for?

COKIE ROBERTS
It's--you're--hutzpah.

SAM DONALDSON
Hutzpah. But this week, when a man named Charles LaBella who'd been
brought in two years ago to help advise the attorney general on
whether to appoint an independent counsel to look into the campaign
finances excesses of 1996. We've know that Mr. LaBella wanted an
independent counsel. Now we know something of his report. Here is
some of the things that he said in his report. He said that
gamesmanship and legal contortions, the intellectual dishonesty and
double standards that he found in the Justice Department prevented
the naming of an independent counsel.

GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS
Yeah, but Sam, what didn't he have in that report? The report--we
haven't seen it--but the reporters who have gone through the 94-page
report still say no, not one single charge, specific and credible
evidence of law breaking by the vice president, that's what the
independent counsel statute requires, it's not what LaBella
delivered.

COKIE ROBERTS
But politically, let's take a look at this.

GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS
That's my point.

COKIE ROBERTS
This is--this is the person who was called in to clean it up, who
says, ~There was a lot of funny business going on there and the
attorney general wouldn't let me appoint an independent counsel.' And
at the same time the guy who was the US attorney, who was prosecuting
the case in Los Angeles says that the Justice Department told him not
to prosecute anymore.

GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS
But the attorney general backed up by a 29-year career veteran of the
Justice Department, Lee Raddick, and ...

COKIE ROBERTS
Lee Raddick who'S in the personal integrity section, it doesn't like
the independent-counsel law. And he's the person who backed off the
person in the-~the prosecutor in Los Angeles telling him, ~This might
be the subject of an independent counsel.' Talk about a Catch-22.

SAM DONALDSON
Our colleagues have been debating on both sides of whether there was
credible evidence, but doesn't this prosecution successful of Hsia on
the Buddhist Temple business and all of the material that seems to be
there suggesting the vice president knew or might of known that it
was a fund raiser, which he has denied, doesn't that give him a
problem beyond the scope of this argument?

GEORGE WILL
Well it--it's the context in which the LaBella report now will be
written. That and the fact that there'S said to be photos of the
vice president studying the documents with which he said he was not
familiar. Now let's see the photos and surely we're going to see
those photos. Further more, the White House response to LaBella's
story broken in the Los Angeles Times, was this is old news. That's
what they always say when there'S new news. In the sense that it is
old news to say that there are reasons for suspecting partisan
enforcement of the law or non-enforcement of the law by the Reno
Justice Department. But is it news when someone like LaBella, who's
brought in because of his stature, strongly suggests that there is
strong reason for believing that the vice president of the United
States committed a crime which is what it is when ...

COKIE ROBERTS
On the other hand, when the United States ...

GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS
He did not provide that.

GEORGE WILL
That's why you've had the investigation.

GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS
And there was an investigation.



COKIE ROBERTS

COKIE ROBERTS
But it was an investigation inside the Justice Department. The--the
Senate, though, is likely to make Gore's case for him. If, in fact,
the view in the Senate is that the voters denlt care about this issue
and that JOHN McCain can just be roped in somehow and be a good party
member again, then the McCain voters are likely to go Democratic.

GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS
And-~and George Bush might be handing Gore a weapon. You knowt

nobody'g ever going to accuse Al Gore of being subtle. You know, he
goes and sees Jesse Ventura, talks about campaign-finance reform ...

COKIE ROBERTS
And wears the same clothes.

GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS
Exactly. But the fact that George W. Bush still doesn't have what a
lot of people say is a credible campaign-finance reform proposal
leaves, I mean, allows Gore to blunt the issue.

SAM DONALDSON
Let's talk about another thing now. We have two nominees of the
party apparently set. But they have to have running mates. I know
no one who runs for the presidency would like to have a running mate.
They'd like to run alone but it's required by the Constitution. So
who do you think?

GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS
For Gore all roads lead to Maine. He's got three strong choices:
George Mitchell, a former Senate Majority Leader, Bill Cohen, a
Secretary of Defense, a moderate Republican and maybe a wild card.
Who's the other independent governor besides Jesse Ventura? Angus
Kane, governor of Maine.

COKIE ROBERTS
But what does Maine get you? Maine ...

GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS
It's not what--it's the person, not the state. Hers going to win
Maine anyway. But all--I think those are his three strongest
choices.

COKIE ROBERTS
Well those are very interesting choices. I still think states work.
We're running an electoral college campaign and the last time we ever
knew of a vice president making a difference in the presidential
selection was Lyndon JOHNson in 1960--helping ...

GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS
Gore might have made a difference.

COKIE ROBERTS
Excuse me?

GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS
Gore might have made a difference.

COKIE ROBERTS
But there's no--there's no--there's no ...

SAM DONALDSON
But not as a state, as a regional candidate, right?

GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS
Yeah, not as a state.

COKIE ROBERTS
There's no evidence of that. I mean, you--we do polling on it and
therers no evidence to support that.

GEORGE WILL
I tend to think as Cokie does, which is you pick a state. And this
election, like most elections, will be decided by about 12 states.
We now how Marylandrs going to vote now. We know how Rhode Island,
Hawaii, Utah ...

And California.
GEORGE WILL

So pick one of the 12 states basically from New Jersey around to
Wisconsin. There are two category kind of candidates of the sort
George is talking about. The obvious one from the Republicans if you
can get him to do it is Colin Powell, and you scramble the electoral
college arithmetic wonderfully. Another category candidate, women,
is Elizabeth Dole.

Cokie, I'm going to come
the purists to know that
require a running mate.
give us some names.

SAM DONALDSON
to you for a name, but before I do, I want
I know that the Constitution does not
It requires a vice president, however. So,

COKIE ROBERTS
Well, 1--1 go with George on the question will Republicans, unlike
Democrats, really can maybe get a score by naming a woman. Because
they do have a problem with the womens' vote. And I don't know if
Elizabeth Dole is the strongest candidate there, but I think she
would be considered.

GEORGE WILL
I don't, by the way, in California where, as usual, Gore beats Bush,
Democrat beats--among women. He beats him on the basis of Hispanic
and African-American women.

COKIE ROBERTS



SAM DONALDSON
So he doesn't need Senator Feinstein of California?

COKIE ROBERTS
Democrats don't get in these things.

GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS
They don't seem to like each other that much.

SAM DONALDSON
that note we're going to end
have more right here in just

and we'll be back next
a moment.

Right. Right.
GEORGE WILL

Bush carried the white ...
COKIE ROBERTS

White women.
GEORGE WILL

Which means we're talking gender may really be an overlay for a class
distinction.

All right. On
week and we'll

TEXT,
CAMPAIGN HISTORY FACT
Grover Cleveland, Woodrow Wilson and Bill Clinton were the only

two-term presidents to win election with less than 50% of the popular
vote.

ANNOUNCER
THIS WEEK on the campaign trail, brought to you by ...

(Commercial Break)
COKIE ROBERTS

Now here's a look at what's coming up from ABC News.
ANNOUNCER

This week on "Good Morning America," find out if you can save money
buying prescription drugs online. Plus, lessons from one town with a
dramatically high divorce rate, how it turned itself around. Monday
get ready for culture shock, teen culture that is. Sam's talking
movies, magazines and more. And Wednesday, the smashing success of
the Sports Illustrated swimsuit issue. Meet this year's cover girl.
Go to Sam Donaldson at abcnews.com.

COKIE ROBERTS
Well I'm not going to ask you about the swimsuit issue. What about
this debate?

SAM DONALDSON
Well, you know, Charlton Heston, Moses himself, having heard what's
been on our program today has sent word that in fact he wants to
debate the president of the United States on THIS WEEK. So we1re
going to formally ask the president to do that. I suppose if the
president wants to send a surrogate like the vice president that's
all right with Moses also. But that would be a terrific expression
of the issues, interesting show. But until next week, that's THIS
WEEK.
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CHARLES GIBSON, ABC NEWS
Turning from oil to water, the government said today that many parts
of the country are already in the middle of a serious drought this
year. And as spring gets closer, it's going to get worse. The
problem is particularly acute in the South and the Midwest. Here's
ABC's JOHN MARTIN:

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) In Illinois, instead of snow, there is dry grass. In Tennessee,
the Mississippi is 11 feet below normal. Barges are reducing cargoes
to stay afloat. In Texas, weather satellites reveal dust storms
hundreds of miles wide. Fifty Texas counties are so dry, they are
officially disaster areas.

Why is this happening?
The Pacific Ocean current of
north, keeping rain from the
drought.

Scientists say it's La Nina'S fault.
cold water is forcing the jet stream
South and Midwest and intensifying the

GENERAL JOHN KELLY, NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE
It's going to take a large, large amount of precipitation to bring us
out of that and we don't see anything on the horizon to bring those
types of patterns in.

JOHN MARTIN
Half the 50 states are suffering dry or drought conditions. National
forests are burning up ten times more acres than normal. Plus, the
climate is heating up. This winter was the warmest in all 106 years
of record-keeping. Farmers are struggling. The heat and surpluses
have cut prices for wheat, corn, soybeans and cotton. The government
forecasts a drought for the South and Midwest that may last an entire
year. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.

CHARLES GIBSON
Later in the broadcast, we'll take A CLOSER LOOK at the new battle
for access to water.
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ANTONIO MORA, ABC NEWS
The government is predicting a rough season ahead for parts of the
South and Midwest. Forecasters say the drought that has already hit
some areas will likely expand and intensify this spring and summer,
and the impact could be felt by consumers. Here's ABC's JOHN MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(Va) It's dry. Cattle have little to eat.

JAMES DANGELMAYER, TEXAS CATTLE FARMER
It's as dryas it's ever been since I've been alive.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) It's warm, the warmest winter in 106 years.

WILLIAM DALEY, SECRETARY OF COMMERCE
Our data indicate drought conditions are probably going to get worse
before they get better.

JOHN MARTIN
There's a reason. La Nina, the cold Pacific Ocean current, is
twisting the jet stream like a rope and moving it north, keeping rain
out of the South and Midwest.

(Va) Dust storms seen from space tell the story. Twenty
counties in Kansas and 50 counties in Texas are official disaster
areas, forests so dry they are burning up--400,000 acres, in a season
when 40,000 acres would be normal.

(Va) If dry conditions persist in certain parts of the country,
there could be a significant agriculture impact.

CHARLES HENSON, TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Since the first of the year, we have had a $55 million loss in the
wheat crop alone.

JOHN MARTIN
That's on top of $6 billion in losses blamed on drought in an average
year, but this is shaping up to be no average year.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.
ANTONIO MORA

A nephew of Robert Kennedy is being arraigned today in Connecticut on
murder charges. Thirty-nine-year-old Michael Skakel is charged with
killing a teen-age neighbor a quarter century ago.

Because he was only 15 at the time, Skakel is being tried as a
juvenile.
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ALISON STEWART, ABC NEWS
Another unwelcome forecast for summer. It will be a dry one. And a
second year of drought in some states could mean forest fires, higher
food costs and more heartache for the nation's farmers. Here's ABCls
JOlIN MARTIN.

JOlIN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) In Illinois, instead of snow, there is dry grass. In Tennessee,
the Mississippi is 11 feet below normal. Barges are reducing cargoes
to stay afloat. In Texas, weather satellites reveal dust storms
hundreds of miles wide. Fifty Texas counties are so dry they are
officially disaster areas.

Why is this happening?
The Pacific Ocean current of
north, keeping rain from the
drought.
GENERAL JOHN KELLEY, RETIRED, DIRECTOR, NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE
It's going to take a large, large amount of precipitation to bring us
out of it, and we don't see anything on the horizon to bring those
type of patterns in.

JOlIN MARTIN
(VO) Half the 50 states are suffering dry or drought conditions.
National forests are burning up 10 times more acres than normal.
Plus the climate is heating up. This winter was the warmest in all
106 years of record keeping. Farmers are struggling. The heat and
surpluses have cut prices for wheat, corn, soybeans and cotton. The
government forecasts a drought for the South and Midwest that may
last an entire year. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.

Scientists say it's La Nina's fault.
cold water is forcing the jet stream
South and Midwest and intensifying the
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anchor:
The Federal Trade Commission is going to take action tomorrow

against a number of companies for conspiring to prevent generic drugs
from coming on to the market. Generic drugs save consumers money.
The average brand name prescription costs $61. The average generic
prescription just $18. So we're going to take A CLOSER LOOK tonight
at business tactics in the pharmaceutical industry and how those
tactics affect what you pay for prescription drugs. Here ABC's JOHN
MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) Bill Crossman has had a heart condition for four years. He
keeps it under control with a drug called Cardizem CD.

BILL CROSSMAN
It was costing me about $43 for a 30-day supply. I took one tablet a
day.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) But that was so expensive he looked for a cheaper, generic
version.

BILL CROSSMAN
I kept asking the druggist, I said, ~How--when is the time up so they
can make generics up on this drug?' And they said they didn't know.
And I just kept asking every time I got it, cause look, I tried to
get the generic, the cheapest I could get, because I had to pay it
out of my own pocket.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) What Crossman and millions of heart patients did not know is
that Hoechst, which makes Cardizem CD, made a deal to keep the
generic version off the market. It paid Andrx, the company
developing the generic drug $40 million a year not to produce it.
Because Andrx came up with the generic drug first, the federal
government grants it the exclusive marketing rights for 180 days.
That means no one else can sell a generic version of the drug until
six months after Andrx does.

KEVIN ARQUIT, FEDRAL TRADE COMMISSION
So, the incentives to the branded companies are obvious. If they can
stall the first player in line, it creates a traffic jam that keeps
everybody else out of the market as well.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Both Andrx and Hoechst which has since been bought by another
company, deny they did anything wrong. Andrx says in a statement,
"It accepted the money because it faced a patent lawsuit by Hoechst
and was warned by Hoechst that if it went ahead, it would be cleanly
picked off first base," meaning it would suffer severe losses.

DR SIDNEY WOLFE, PUBLIC CITIZEN
In the long run, the nature of this patent litigation that is going
on will be seen just as a smokescreen for a brand name company
bribing a generic company to keep the generic version off the market.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Red Camp is Bill Crossman's pharmacist. He suspected the
companies were up to something.

RED CAMP, PHARMACIST
I knew that they were doing anything they could to keep generics off
the market. I just, this appears to be really over the top and
borderline criminal.

JOHN MARTIN
How common is this? An industry source told ABC News that at least
eight similar deals involving perhaps a dozen companies keeping
generic drugs off the market, and costing consumers hundreds of
millions of dollars a year. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.

CHARLES GIBSON
The pharmaceutical companies reply saying they are justified in
trying to keep generic drugs off the market. For more on this story,
you can go to abcnews.com.

And when we come back, our final item on the broadcast, a harsh
new look at mob justice at its worst.



(Commercial break)
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CHARLES GIBSON, ABC NEWS
An update on a story we told you about last night. The Federal Trade
Commission said today that it's charging two drug companies with
illegally arranging to delay the introduction of a less expensive
generic version of the heart drug Cardizim CD. The FTC says the
German company Hoechst paid Florida's Andrx Corporation millions of
dollars to delay introducing the generic drug.

We have an example tonight of the value of friendship,
especially when the friend in question is one of the government IS

most powerful men. Three years ago, Congress made drastic cuts in
the budget for Medicare. But you wouldn't know it if you are a
patient at one hospital in Illinois that has an influential patron.
Here's ABC's JOHN MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) Downtown Chicago, as urban as you can get. Its hospitals pay
higher wages. So, under Medicare, they get reimbursed at a higher
rate. Lee County, Illinois, 101 miles away, as rural as you can get,
yet its hospital also gets the higher rate. That's right. The
hospital here in Dixon, Illinois, gets $1.2 Million more a year than
if it were considered a rural hospital. Thanks to the Congressman
from Dixon, who just happens to be the Speaker of the House of
Representatives, Dennis Hastert. That makes no difference, or maybe
just a little difference, says the hospital administrator.

DARRYL VANDERVORT, PRESIDENT, KATHERINE SHAW BETHEA HOSPITAL
We are geographically located near a large metropolitan area.

JOHN MARTIN
But isn't it true you wouldn't be in this category if Speaker Hastert
hadn't helped you by putting it into the law?

DARRYL VANDERVORT
Yes, that's true. But he didn't only put it in for us.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) True, 30 hospitals in seven counties nationwide got extra money,
$120 million in all, each in districts of powerful members of
Congress. Each hospital insists it deserves the money.

But suppose you found another rural hospital with the same
number of beds, the same number of patients, even the same mix of
cases and the same distance from Chicago, which is about two hours in
that direction. The only difference is that one hospital is in this
county, Dennis Hastert's district, and the other is in this county,
not Dennis Hastert's district.

(VO) This hospital just down the road in Princeton, Illinois, is
laying off staff.

HARRY GELLER, PRESIDENT, PERRY MEMORIAL HOSPITAL
We're operating in the red in excess of $400,000. The losses are
deepening.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) The administrator calls Hastert's intercession reprehensible.

HARRY GELLER
It's unfair that that hospital is simply not operating on a level
playing field.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) We asked Speaker Hastert for an interview. His staff said hels
busy. The nation's 2,200 rural hospitals often complain that
Medicare rules are arbitrary unless you've got a friend in Washington
who can write them for you. It's YOUR MONEY. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News,
Dixon, Illinois.

CHARLES GIBSON
And we'll be right back.

(Commercial Break)
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CHARLES GIBSON, ABC NEWS
By midnight this evening, one of the boldest experiments in
telecommunications history will come to an end. Iridium, the
satellite phone service that lets people make calls anywhere in the
world, is shutting down, but it still has billions of dollars worth
of satellites orbiting the earth. Now, most companies can sell off
their assets when they go out of business. Not Iridium. Here's
ABC I s JOHN MARTIN.

WOMAN
One, two, zero. We have ignition.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
It started May 5, 1997--Iridium launched the first of 88 satellites,
the largest fleet of private satellites above the earth. But now,
less than a year after getting them all up, they will destroy them
all. It is an operation unprecedented in scope and purpose. The
satellites must come down to protect the international space station
and more than 2,500 other pieces of functioning equipment in space.
To take the satellites out of orbit, engineers will slow them down
and float them into the earth's atmosphere, where they will burn up.

JOHN LOGSDON, GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY
This is the only way to get them down. I mean, you can't go up and
one-by-one pick them up. They're not in the right orbit for the
shuttle to get to in the first place.

JOHN MARTIN
Each satellite cost $47 million to build and orbit, but Iridium's
investors are not the only people who will miss them.

(VO) Amateur astronomers were attracted by panels reflecting
sunlight, like a star suddenly growing brighter.

MAN
There it is.

PAUL MALEY, NASA JSC ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY
They are probably the most interesting satellite group in the 40
years I've been observing satellites that I've ever seen.

JOHN MARTIN
Destroying them will not exactly clear out space, which will still
hold 2,559 satellites, 90 space probes and 6,017 pieces of debris.
But if Iridium's plans work out, you may be able to look into the ski
and see its $7 billion investment literally burn up before your very
eyes. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.

CHARLES GIBSON
Life Magazine, which became famous for its photographs chronicling
the 20th Century, will not make it very far into the 21st. Time
Incorporated, which owns Life, says the magazine will publish its
last regular issue in May after years of flat circulation. Life will
still publish occasional specials.

Well, just ahead--do you know which country is the second
largest exporter of software after the US? Think Celtic.

(Commercial Break)
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ANDERSON COOPER, ABC NEWS
Well, drastic cuts in Medicare funding have had a big impact on many
hospitals around the country, but you wouldn't know it if you're a
patient at an Illinois hospital that has an influential patron.
ABC's JOHN MARTIN reports on the power of friends in high places.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) Downtown Chicago, as urban as you can get. Its hospitals pay
higher wages. So, under Medicare, they get reimbursed at a higher
rate. Lee County, Illinois, 101 miles away, as rural as you can get,
yet its hospital also gets the higher rate. That's right. The
hospital here in Dixon, Illinois, gets $1.2 million more a year than
if it were considered a rural hospital, thanks to the congressman
from Dixon, who just happens to be the Speaker of the House of
Representatives Dennis Hastert. That makes no difference, or maybe
just a little difference, says the hospital administrator.

DARRYL VANDERVORT, PRESIDENT, KATHERINE SHAW BETHEA HOSPITAL
We are geographically located near a large metropolitan area.

JOHN MARTIN
But isn't it true you wouldn't be in this category if Speaker Hastert
hadn't helped you by putting it into the law?

DARRYL VANDERVORT
Yes, that's true. But he didn't only put it in for us.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) True, 30 hospitals in seven counties nationwide got extra money,
$120 million in all, each in districts of powerful members of
Congress. Each hospital insists it deserves the money.

(VO) This hospital just down the road in Princeton, Illinois, is
laying off staff.

HARRY GELLER, PRESIDENT, PERRY MEMORIAL HOSPITAL
We're operating in the red in excess of $400,000, so the losses are
deepening.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) The administrator calls Hastert's intercession reprehensible. We
asked Speaker Hastert for an interview. His staff said he's busy.
The nation's 2,200 rural hospitals often complain that Medicare rules
are arbitrary unless you've got a friend in Washington who can write
them for you. It's your money. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Dixon,
Illinois.

ANDERSON COOPER
Well, 1'm Anderson Cooper. Thanks a lot for watching WORLD NEWS THIS
MORNING. Stay tuned for "Good Morning American after your local
news. Have a great weekend.
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PETER JENNINGS, ABC NEWS
OK, so let's take A CLOSER LOOK at prices, as they get passed on to
the consumer. The price of gasoline has gone up pretty much
everywhere in the country, but if you move around, as many people do,
the price of a gallon can vary quite considerably. ABC's JOHN MARTIN
tonight on the age-old rule of selling anything-- you charge what the
market will bear.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) Listen to the customers.

SHAWN BETHEA
The price of gas is--is high!

DAVID FOY
I think it's $1.71 I'm paying for gas. It's just--it's terrifying.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) If you shop around, of course, you can find a big difference in
price.

It may look like competition. It's $1.89 at the Shell station
here, $1.84 at the Texaco next door, and $1.81 at another Shell
station a half a block away, but this isn't competition. It's a
secret pricing formula that has nothing to do with competition, and
it's driving dealers out of business.

{VOl It's called zone pricing. Oil companies charge dealers
different prices, neighborhood to neighborhood, even block to block,
depending on what the companies think they can get people to pay.
Shell dealer Dave Venit is in a high-price zone, in an affluent
neighborhood. Shell charges him $1.19 wholesale for his gallon of
gas. It charges its dealer two miles away five to six cents less.

You're paying more?
DAVE VENIT, SHELL DEALER

I'm paying more.
JOHN MARTIN

Your customers are paying more.
DAVE VENIT

That's correct.
JOHN MARTIN

(Va) In fact, he's losing many of his customers. In Maryland,
dealers believe Shell has at least 140 price zones. In Connecticut,
Mobil has at least 46 zones.

RICHARD BLUMENTHAL, CONNETICUT ATTORNEY GENERAL
People don't know because it is invisible, secret, and very
insidious.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) Connecticut's Attorney General says the practice should be
outlawed.

RICHARD BLUMENTHAL
Zone pricing is wrong because it amounts to a restraint on the free
market.

JOHN MARTIN
Companies target areas that are either wealthy, so customers will pay
the higher price, or isolated, so customers must pay the higher
price. In Ohio, this Cleveland councilman found Shell charged its
inner-city dealers six to seven cents more a gallon than in the
suburbs.

WILLIAM PATMON, CLEAVLAND CITY COUNCILMAN
In the inner cities, people are kind of locked in. They have very
few options. When they pull into the gas station, that's it.

JOHN MARTIN
So the Cleveland customers sued Shell for price discrimination. The
case is in the courts. The oil companies decline to discuss zone
pricing. A Shell statement said IIWe do not comment on internal
business practices."

JOHN MARTIN
So they've got you.

DAVE VENIT
Yeah, they do. They do. It's getting harder and harder to make a
dollar in--in this industry.



JOHN MARTIN
Harder for the dealers maybe, but not the oil companies. JOHN
MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.

PETER JENNINGS
Now there are people that you saw there trying to take on the big oil
companies because of these pricing tactics. You can join in the
debate by going to the Web site abcnews.com.

When we come back, the grandmothers who really know how to play
ball.

(Commercial break)
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PETER JENNINGS, ABC NEWS
We're going to focus tonight on what is behind the volatility in the
stock market. By way of example, look at the fluctuations on the
NASDAQ exchange in the last three months. The NASDAQ has gained or
lost more than 2 percent of its value in a single day, 29 times.
Volatility is bred by the opportunity to make money, the anxiety
about losing it. People in and out of the market quickly, for the
most part, based on information that is more accessible to investors
faster than ever before. More available to all investors. Here's
ABCls JOHN MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(Va) The supply of business information is exploding. Stock prices
jump out of Web sites, flow charts blossom at the click of a mouse,
business ads leap from the screen. A thirst for wealth is welling up
in people.

JAMES JUBACK, MSN FINANCIAL WRITER
There's a kind of franticness about this. I canlt afford to sit on
the sidelines. I have to be in there, no matter how afraid I am.
That has--has--that's--that's the character of the market at this
point.

JOHN MARTIN
What do you tell these people?

JAMES JUBACK
Relax.

JOHN MARTIN
But how? The Internet connects investors almost instantly to
information once only the province of stockbrokers and analysts. Now
everyone has access to the same information, much of it spread to all
parts of the world by cable television business news. CNBC draws the
most households, about 400,000 a day. Its reporters and
anchors--many of them veterans of the old-style financial press--talk
in a breezy mix of facts and feelings.

MAN
Well, if this grows at 30 percent a year, it's going to have $500
million market cap.

BRUNO COHEN, CNBC SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT
We are on a mission to level the playing field for everyone who
participates in these markets, and that excites everybody here.

JOHN MARTIN
Yale Professor Robert Schiller says the media are now partly driving
the current boom.

PROFESSOR ROBERT SCHILLER, YALE UNIVERSITY ECONOMIST
It's quite impressive, actually, what you see on some of these shows.
And people are learning a lot. But what may be lacking is some kind
of wisdom from years of trading.

JOHN MARTIN
Business Week journalists Marsha Vickers and Gary Weiss spent three
months sifting evidence of a disturbing side effect of the
information explosion.

MARCIA VICKERS, BUSINESS WEEK
Investors are trading much, much more frequently on short-term
information, and it's quite dangerous.

GARY WEISS, BUSINESS WEEK
The ad people are making it seem awfully appealing, and it is fun to
trade. But it's also very dangerous if you don't trade right, and
most people don't trade right.

JOHN MARTIN
Even so, millions more people now have the tools to choose for
themselves and to learn an old lesson with the new technologies: be
wary and be wise, especially in this age of instant information.
JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, New York.
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CHARLES GIBSON, ABC NEWS
You've seen the government crash test cars. Today, safety experts in
Pueblo, Colorado, crash tested a train. Two passenger cars were
pushed into a concrete barrier at 25 miles an hour. The barrier
didn't budge. The real point was to get readings from inside the
cars that will help design safer train interiors.

The biotechnology industry is launching a multimillion dollar
advertising campaign. The goal to convince Americans that altering
the genes of plants and animals can be for the good of man and not
the end of mankind. Industry leaders worry that as they make strides
in science, the public, worried about things like genetically altered
food, may be turning against them. Here is JOHN MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) The ads are aimed at making Americans comfortable with the idea
of genetic engineering in plants.

VOICE
(From ad) Solutions that are improving lives today, solutions that
could improve our world tomorrow.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) The $50 million campaign, sponsored by Monsanto, Dow Chemical,
DuPont and others is designed to assure the pUblic that genetic
engineering can help plants resist predators, even help develop new
medicines.

CARL FELDBAUM, PRESIDENT BIOTECHNOLOGY INDUSTRY ORGANIZATION
People just don't know. And this campaign is designed to put out
accurate information and help educate those who--who want to know.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) But one Congressman says this is all nonsense, that the ad blitz
signifies panic.

REPRESENTATIVE DENNIS KUCINISH, DEMOCRAT, OHIO
I think the biotech industry is realizing that the tens of millions
of dollars which they have invested in this process are going down
the drain.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) There are three reasons for industry worry. Some consumers fear
such foods pose health risks. Some farmers are refusing to plant the
new crops and some big companies, Gerbers and Heinz are dropping
genetically altered foods. Then there are the worldwide protests by
environmental activists.

Mr. CHARLES MARGULIS (Greenpeace): People are becoming
concerned in America about eating genetically engineered food
particularly because it's not labeled.

JOHN MARTIN
(OC) The pressure is now so intense, this ad campaign looks like an
uphill struggle for companies long accustomed to having their own
way. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.

CHARLES GIBSON
Overseas in Kosovo today at least 26 people, including 11 Americans,
were hurt in a battle between American soldiers and Serbs in the town
of Sevce. Hundreds of Serbs attacked after the Americans tried to
make an arrest.

When we corne back, we're going to take A CLOSER LOOK at how oil
still rules the energy economy after years of looking for
alternatives.

ANNOUNCER
WORLD NEWS TONIGHT with Peter Jennings and A CLOSER LOOK, brought to
you by ...

(Commercial Break)

1_-----------------------------
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PETER JENNINGS, ABC NEWS
Just a brief review of our main story today. The federal government
is officially ordering the Miami relatives of Elian Gonzalez to hand
the child over to his father. And the attorney general Janet Reno is
expected to go to Miami tomorrow to meet with the relatives and
community leaders herself.

Finally from us this evening the new US Mint. We recognize that
almost every facet of life is more competitive today than it was 20
years ago. So here is ABC's JOHN MARTIN on the Mint's new
advertising campaign for the new dollar coin.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) His name is George. He works for the government. Her name is
Sacagawea. She helped explore the West 200 years ago. Her face is on
the new dollar coin instead of George's, but he's taking it pretty
well.

ACTOR
(From mint ad) OK. So I'm not on the new golden dollar coin. That's
cool with me. Anyway, the new coin's perfectly all right without me.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) To make George's face perfectly all right in the commercial,
these editors at a New York production company applied electronic
make up. They had this actor wear this green mask as they
photographed him getting a drink from a vending machine. Then they
imposed the face from George's dollar bill onto the green mask using
electronic tracking signals.

ALEX WElL, CHARLEX INCORPORATED
Once we lock onto it, it locks on just like a missile locks on to its
target. So once we say, 'OK that chin looks exactly right there,
next to his neck, on the bicycle,' we nail it, now it--it will
continue to keep the head in exactly the same relative position to
George's body.

ACTOR
(From ad) I use it everywhere. Thanks.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) But how did the Mint's director get such a hip ad past his
fellow bureaucrats?

PHILIP DIEHL, FORMER US MINT DIRECTOR
The skepticism evaporated. It was so well done. And it struck just
the right balance between respect for George without worshipping.

ACTOR
(From ad) Besides, I still look good on paper.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) This week, George will be out doing new things. After all, he's
a busy guy. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.

PETER JENNINGS
That's our report on WORLD NEWS TONIGHT. I'm Peter Jennings. Have a
nice evening, good night.
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ANDERSON COOPER, ABC NEWS
Well, finally this half-hour, a story about one of our founding
fathers and where you can find him today. You may have seen the TV
commercials that focus on George Washington and the new dollar coin.
At times, it's kind of spooky how realistic Washington looks, so
ABC's JOHN MARTIN went behind the scenes to find out how the ads were
made.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) His name is George. He works for the government. Her name is
Sacagawea. She helped explore the West 200 years ago. Her face is on
the new dollar coin instead of George's, but he's taking it pretty
well.

ACTOR
(From Mint ad) OK. So I'm not on the new golden dollar coin. That's
cool with me. Anyway, the new coin's perfectly all right without me.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) To make George's face perfectly all right in the commercial,
these editors at a New York production company applied electronic
make up. They had this actor wear this green mask as they
photographed him getting a drink from a vending machine. Then they
imposed the face from George's dollar bill onto the green mask using
electronic tracking signals.

ALEX WElL, CHARLEX INCORPORATED
Once we lock onto it, it locks on just like a missile locks on to its
target. So once we say, 'OK that chin looks exactly right there,
next to his neck, on the bicycle,' and we nail it, now it~-it will
continue to keep the head in exactly the same relative position to
the George's body.

ACTOR
(From ad) I use it everywhere. Thanks.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) But how did the Mint's director get such a hip ad past his
fellow bureaucrats?

PHILIP DIEHL, FORMER US MINT DIRECTOR
The skepticism evaporated. It was so well done, and it struck just
the right balance between respect for George without worshipping.

ACTOR
(From ad) Besides, I still look good on paper.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) This week, George will be out doing new things. After all, he's
a busy guy. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.

ANDERSON COOPER
And coming up from ABC News, are we hurting the future of our kids by
teaching them new math, the new way? We'll see that report on "World
News Tonight" with Peter Jennings. I'm Anderson Cooper. Thanks for
watching WORLD NEWS THIS MORNING. Stay tuned for "Good Morning
America" after your local news. Have a great day and I'll see you
tomorrow.
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PETER JENNINGS, ABC NEWS
Finally this evening, we're going to take you to the rural heartland
of the country where some of the important issues we report on are
the price of corn and hogs, and what the weather's going to be like
at planting time. And now, as far as the government is concerned,
local television. The roots of this story are actually in
Washington, where whatever their population base, if a state has
momentum, it has momentum. Here is ABC's JOHN MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) For 65 years, the government has subsidized electric power and
telephone service for rural America. Now Congress wants to provide
another subsidy to bring this to rural America.

TELEVISION ANNOUNCER
(From tape) This is eyewitness news at 10:00.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Congress wants to make local television stations available on
home satellite dishes.

REPRESENTATIVE CHRISTOPHER COX, REPUBLICAN, CALIFORNIA
If one is looking for an area that doesn't need a subsidy on the
backs of taxpayers this is it.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Commercial satellite TV companies offer this local service to
big cities. But say they can't make enough money in rural areas,
because there aren't enough customers. So what they won't do,
Congress will. It plans to guarantee at least $1 billion in loans to
finance a new satellite TV service.

REPRESENTATIVE BILLY TAUZIN, REPUBLICAN LOUISIANA
What it's doing is making sure that in America, we don't leave out
parts of our country in this communications revolution.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) But 97 percent of the country already has access to local
television. And no one knows how many people will pay the five or
six dollar monthly fee to get their local channels on satellite.

(OC) You'd think a place like Utah would be the perfect market
for this new satellite service, because the mountaintops cut off
signals from Salt Lake City. But the fact is, practically all of
Utah has local television thanks to this technology called
translators. And it's practically free.

KENT PARSONS, VICE PRESIDENT NATIONAL TRANSLATOR ASSOCIATION
It costs about 50 cents a month per family.

JOHN MARTIN
So for 50 cents a month, can you provide what the satellite system is
going to charge people five to six dollars a month for?

KENT PARSONS
That's correct. Yeah.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) In Utah, it will be a tough sell to convince people to pay ten
times more to watch local television on satellite.

CHRISTOPHER COX
It's a risky business venture, because there are so few people
affected by this program.

JOHN MARTIN
{Va} A risky venture that the Congressional budget office says will
cost taxpayers more than $300 million in subsidy costs. It's your
money. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Monroe, Utah.

PETER JENNINGS
And that is our report on WORLD NEWS TONIGHT. Don't forget
"Nightline" later. I'm Peter Jennings. We hope you have a good
evening. Good night.
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CAROLE SIMPSON, ABC NEWS
Finally tonight, some of sports' elder statesmen have their day in
court, or should I say on it? ABC's JOHN MARTIN has the story.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VOl Ken Beer flew for Pan Am for 34 years. He's 96 years old now.

KEN BEER
Beer. "B," double "e," "r"-- like the drink.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) Barry Kusnick helped engineer top-secret weapons and wrote a
best-selling book on sailing. He's 90 this year.

BARRY KUSNICK
Did a lot of sailing.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) Herman "Bubba" Ratcliffe watched the famous World War I veterans
bonus march.

HERMAN RATCLIFFE
I was 90 January 7th.

JOHN MARTIN
What's remarkable about these men is their age, yes. But there's one
thing even more remarkable, they're playing in a national senior
tennis championship.

OFFSCREEN VOICE
Tournament time, gentlemen.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) The championship, at Mission Hills Country Club near Palm
Springs, was filled with players who showed remarkable endurance.
This first-round match, in 90-degree heat, lasted three hours. The
winner, who had just arrived by plane from Georgia, pretended to jump
over the net. The crowd loved it. The tournament drew only 11
entrants, but the nationwide pool of 90-plus players is much larger,
and, believe it or not, it's growing.

STEVE SOLOMON, USTA TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR
There are 92 to 93 people that are eligible to play, that play tennis
regularly, and play in tournaments that are 90 and over.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) And all of them love to play.

BARRY KUSNICK
It provides the necessary exercise I need, and I think it keeps me
young.

NAYLOR JONES
I hope I can play it until the day 1--1 pass on.

HERMAN RATCLIFFE
I like it. I like the competition. I like the people. I like their
wives.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) There are more than a dozen senior tennis championships, but, at
this dinner with 60-year-old players, the 90-year-olds stole the
show.

MAN
I get up each morning and dust off my wits, pick up the paper and
read the obits. If my name is missing, I know I'm not dead, so I eat
a big breakfast and go back to bed.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) In the final match, last week, it was Emil JOHNson (ph), 92, of
Florida who won the title, and found himself hugged by his two
great-granddaugters, something Andre Agassi or Pete Sampras might
experience in 2065. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Rancho Mirage,
California.

CAROLE SIMPSON
And that's our report. Tomorrow on "Good Morning America," live



reports from the NASDAQ and the New York Stock Exchange. I'm Carole
Simpson. For all of us at ABC News have a good week, and good night.
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ANNOUNCER
WORLD NEWS NOW sports brought to you by

ANDERSON COOPER, ABC NEWS
A. Rod was a hot rod for the Mariners in Toronto yesterday. What
all-star Alex Rodriguez eats for breakfast, we do not know. For
lunch, he had Blue Jays pitchers. In the first inning, he had a solo
blast to left center, seen here. In the fourth, he had another solo
shot, this time to right. And then in the eighth, with bases loaded,
he unloaded again. He drove in a career-high seven runs in the 19-7
Mariners win. Yes! Very excited announcer.

If you were golfing in your 90s, that's not bad. But playing
tennis in your 90s, that's something else entirely. ABC's JOHN
MARTIN reports from Rancho Mirage, California, on one of a dozen
really senior tennis tournaments that are played around the country.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) Ken Beer flew for PanArn for 34 years. He's 96 years old now.

KEN BEER
Beer. "B," double "e" "r," like the drink.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Barry Kusnick helped engineer top-secret weapons and wrote a
best-selling book on sailing. He's 90 this year.

BARRY KUSNICK
I did a lot of sailing.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Herman "Bubba" Ratcliffe watched the famous World War I veterans
bonus march.

HERMAN RATCLIFFE
I was 90 January the 7th.

JOHN MARTIN
What's remarkable about these men is their age. Yes. But there's
one thing even more remarkable, they're competing in a national
senior tennis championship.

OFFSCREEN VOICE
It's tournament time, gentlemen.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) The championship, at Mission Hills Country Club near Palm
Springs was filled with players who showed remarkable endurance.
This first-round match in 90-degree heat last three hours. The
winner, who had just arrived by plane from Georgia, pretended to jump
over the net. The crowd loved it.

The tournament drew only 11 entrants, but the nationwide pool of
90~plus players is much larger, and believe it or not, it's growing.

STEVE SOLOMON, USTA TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR
There are about 92 to 93 people that are eligible to play, that play
tennis regularly, and play in tournaments that are 90 and over.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) And all of them love to play.

BARRY KUSNICK
It provides the necessary exercise that I need and I think it keeps
me young.

NAYLOR JONES
I hope I can play till the day I pass on.

HERMAN RATCLIFFE
I like it. I like the competition and I like the people.
their wives.

I like

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) The final match last week, it was Emil JOHNson (ph), 92, of
Florida! who won the title and found himself hugged by his two
great-granddaughters, something Andre Agassi or Pete Sampras might
experience in 2065. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Rancho Mirage,



ALISON STEWART

California.
ALISON STEWART, ABC NEWS

Oh.
ANDERSON COOPER

That is amazing.
ALISON STEWART

That is like "Cocoon" on a lot of sugar.
ANDERSON COOPER

And more energy--and more energy than I have now.
ALISON STEWART

You know, my grandma lived until 99.
ANDERSON COOPER

Really?
ALISON STEWART

And she was a pip till the end.
ANDERSON COOPER

Really?

Edna was good, yeah.
ANDERSON COOPER

That's cool.
And that is sports for this half hour.

ALISON STEWART
When we come back, making sense of last week's bear market.

ANNOUNCER
ABC's WORLD NEWS NOW will continue after this from our ABC stations.

(Commercial break)
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ANDERSON COOPER, ABC NEWS
Finally this morning, the story of some folks who have earned the
right to relax in the sun, but these hearty athletes are not resting
on their laurels. They're still contenders, and they put on a pretty
impressive display on the court. ABC's JOHN MARTIN has their story.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) Ken Beer flew for Pan Am for 34 years. He's 96 years old now.

KEN BEER
Beer. B, double E, R--like the drink.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Barry Kusnick helped engineer top-secret weapons and wrote a
best-selling book on sailing. He's 90 this year.

BARRY KUSNICK
Did a lot of sailing.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Herman "Bubba" Ratcliffe watched the famous World War I veterans
bonus march.

HERMAN RATCLIFFE
I was 90 January 7th.

JOHN MARTIN
What's remarkable about these men is their age, yes. But there's one
thing even more remarkable. They're playing in a national senior
tennis championship.

OFFSCREEN VOICE
Tournament time, gentlemen.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) The championship, at Mission Hills Country Club near Palm
Springs, was filled with players who showed remarkable endurance.
This first-round match, in 90-degree heat, lasted three hours. The
winner, who had just arrived by plane from Georgia, pretended to jump
over the net. The crowd loved it. The tournament drew only 11
entrants, but the nationwide pool of 90-plus players is much larger,
and, believe it or not, it's growing.

STEVE SOLOMON, USTA TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR
There are about 92 to 93 people that are eligible to play, that play
tennis regularly, and play in tournaments that are 90 and over.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) In the final match, last week, it was Emil JOHNson, 92, of
Florida who won the title, and found himself hugged by his two
great-granddaugters, something that Andre Agassi or Pete Sampras
might experience in 2065. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Rancho Mirage,
California.

ANDERSON COOPER
And coming up from ABC News, why psychology may be playing a bigger
role in who has access to technology and who doesn't. See that
report on "World News Tonight" with Peter Jennings.

I'm Anderson Cooper. Thanks for watching WORLD NEWS THIS
MORNING. Stay tuned for "Good Morning America," and there's more
news coming up. Have a great day!
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PETER JENNINGS, ABC NEWS
We are going to begin tonight with the cost of prescription drugs and
the growing realization that it's going to be a very significant
issue in this year's election campaigns. The White House released a
study today, which says that the cost of 50 drugs most often used by
senior citizens is rising faster than inflation. Vice President Gore
talked about it in an economic speech today. Governor Bush, for the
Republicans, seems to recognize it's an issue which matters to a
great many people, and it does. Here is ABC's JOHN MARTIN in
Washington.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(Va) This is America's newest political battleground. Today's survey
shows that of 39 drugs used by seniors, 22 rose at twice the rate of
inflation, six rose five times the rate of inflation.

PRESIDENT BILL CLINTON
Seniors living on fixed incomes simply can't cope with these kinds of
price increases forever.

SENATOR TOM DASCHLE, MINORITY LEADER
Republicans are coming farther and farther in our direction. They
wouldn't talk about it six months ago.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) Everywhere today, Democrats talked about it, reminding seniors
drug prices are lower in Canada.

REPRESENTATIVE CAROLYN MALONEY, DEMOCRAT, NEW YORK
It is wrong. It is outrageous.

MAN
Mr. Vice President.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) In Connecticut, Vice President Gore worked a crowd of senior
citizens. He went to a pharmacy.

VICE PRESIDENT AL GORE
One hundred twenty dollars for 30 tablets?

PHARMACIST
Four dollars a tablet.

AL GORE
Four dollars per pill? That's not a big pill, either.

JOHN MARTIN
But last year, the price of that little pill, Zocor, rose two and a
half times faster than the rate of inflation. This is important
because political analysts believe drug prices will be a vital
election issue.

ROBERT BLENDON, HARVARD UNIVERSITY
It's something that's likely to play not only in the presidential
race, but in the congressional races, particularly if they're very
close and competitive.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Republicans are so worried about losing control of the House
that they are easing their long-standing opposition to government
solutions.

REPRESENTATIVE DENNIS HASTERT, SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE
So that seniors around this country can get the health care and the
medical benefits and the pharmaceutical benefits they need to stay
well.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Democrats would pay drug costs up to $2,000. Republicans would
pay drug insurance premiums of the poorest recipients. And if the
two parties do not agree ...

REPRESENTATIVE JAMES GREENWOOD, REPUBLICAN, PENNSYLVANIA
If we do that, well, we all should be thrown out of office. What we
need to do is work together in a bipartisan fashion.



JOHN MARTIN
(VO) A job not easy to carry out, as today's political rhetoric seems
to indicate. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.

PETER JENNINGS
There is also a battle going on in Washington today about federal
funding for medical research with enormous potential and ethical
issues. And later in the program, we will take A CLOSER LOOK.
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ALISON STEWART, ABC NEWS
One issue that's getting attention from Democrats and Republicans is
the spiraling cost of prescription drugs. The White House released a
survey yesterday that said prices for the most used drugs among older
Americans increased faster than the rate of inflation last year.
Details from ABC's JOHN MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VOl This is America's newest political battleground. The survey
shows that of 39 drugs used by seniors, 22 rose at twice the rate of
inflation, six rose five times the rate of inflation.

PRESIDENT BILL CLINTON
Seniors living on fixed income simply can't cope with these kinds of
price increases forever.

SENATOR TOM DASCHLE, DEMOCRAT, MINORITY LEADER
Republicans are corning farther and farther in our direction. They
wouldn't talk about it six months ago.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Everywhere, Democrats talked about it reminding seniors drug
prices are lower in Canada.

It is wrong.
WOMAN

It is outrageous.
OFFSCREEN VOICE

Mr. Vice President.
JOHN MARTIN

(VO) In Connecticut, Vice President Gore worked a crowd of senior
citizens. He went to a pharmacy.

VICE PRESIDENT AL GORE, DEMOCRAT, PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE
One-hundred-and-twenty dollars for a 30-count ...

PHARMACY WORKER
For 30-count, that's $4 a pill.

VICE PRESIDENT AL GORE
Four dollars per~-per pill? That's not a big pill.

JOHN MARTIN
(OC) But last year, the price of that little pill, Zocor, rose
two-and-a-half times faster than the rate of inflation. This is
important because political analysts believe drug prices will be a
vital election issue.

ROBERT BLENDON, HARVARD UNIVERSITY
It's something that's likely to play not only in the presidential
race, but in the Congressional races particularly if--if they're very
close and competitive.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Republicans are so worried about losing control of the House
that they are easing their long-standing opposition to government
solutions.
REPRESENTATIVE DENNIS HASTERT, REPUBLICAN, SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE

So that seniors around this country get the health care and the
medical benefits and the pharmaceutical benefits they need to stay
well.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Democrats would pay drug costs up to $2,000. Republicans would
pay drug insurance premiums of the poorest recipients. And if the
two parties do not agree:

REPRESENTATIVE JAMES GREENWOOD, REPUBLICAN, PENNSYLVANIA
If we do that, well, we all should be thrown out of office. What we
need to do is work together in a bipartisan fashion.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) A job not easy to carry out as political rhetoric seems to
indicate. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.
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PETER JENNINGS, ABC NEWS
The UN has a major crisis on its hands tonight. Three hundred and
eighteen UN peacekeepers, most of whom are soldiers from other
African nations, as well as India and Bangladesh have been taken
hostage by a brutal rebel army in Sierra Leone. JOHN MARTIN joins us
from the UN in New York. JOHN, how bad is it? What are the details?

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
Peter, this United Nations force was sent to Sierra Leone to help
disarm a rebel army. Well now, that same rebel army has staged an
ambush and taken the peacekeepers prisoner.

(VO) The UN said today the rebels have kidnapped entire units,
captured 13 of the UN's armored personnel carriers and may be headed
to the capital of Freetown, where 1,000 more UN personnel are
currently stationed.

PHILIP WINSLOW, UNITED NATIONS REPRESENTATIVE TO SIERRA LEONE
There is considerable apprehension about the possibility of an attack
on Freetown, but our main focus is to try to secure the immediate
release of those people who are being held.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) The rebels are led by a man named Foday Sankoh, whose forces
have terrorized the country for nearly a decade, raping, pillaging
and amputating the limbs of men, women and children. Last year, the
rebels were given amnesty and allowed to enter the government,
provided they surrendered their weapons. They have not. The Clinton
administration says it wants to make Africa a major priority. Today,
the US said it might send planes and equipment, but no combat troops
for a rescue mission.

RICHARD BOUCHER, STATE DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN
We're trying to figure out what's the best way that we could help in
this situation.

JOHN MARTIN
So/ Pe--Peter, the--the problem here is that the UN is facing a
maximum peril, and the see it with maximum alarm. If no one goes in
to rescue those peace--peacekeepers, who will help and who
will--excuse me, how many peacekeepers will they be able to recruit
in the future?

PETER JENNINGS
Not very many.

JOHN MARTIN
Peter:

Very good point, JOHN.
Nations.

There's nothing easy about peacekeeping. In the last ten years
780 "Blue Helmets" as the UN peacekeepers are called have been
killed. Twenty-one have died this year already.

PETER JENNINGS
Thanks very much. JOHN MARTIN at the United
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AARON BROWN, ABC NEWS
The multi-state big game lottery is up for grabs again. No one beat
the 75 million to one odds last night and won the $230 million, so
they're lining up for Tuesday's drawing already, which is expected to
reach more than $300 million. My goodness, a record amount.

And finally from us tonight, a step back in time. Sixty years
ago if you had money, or fame, or both, and New York was your city,
the Stork Club was your kind of place. The Stork Club closed in
1965, but it reopened, sort of, for one night this week. ABC's JOHN
MARTIN was there.

OFFSCREEN REPORTER
The Stock Club, where the stars go when they come out at night.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
It was America's most glamorous nightclub, a mecca for the rich and
famous. Lauren Bacall and Humphrey Bogart, Orson Wells, owner Sherman
Billingsley with Ernest Hemingway, and with gossip columnist Walter
Winchell, FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover, a young JOHN F. Kennedy. At
its peak in the 1940s and '50s, the Stork Club was featured in
newsreels, celebrated on television, and its famous Cub Room
immortalized in half a dozen movies. (Clip shown from "All About
Eve. "l

Billingsley, who served time in prison for bootlegging during
Prohibition, took the club well beyond its beginnings as a speak easy
controlled by mobsters.

RALPH BLUMENTHAL, AUTHOR, "STORK CLUB"
The Stork Club was about glamour, it was about belonging and it
flourished during the Depression, it flourished during World War II,
it flourished during Prohibition, the worst periods of American
history, it did the best.

JOHN MARTIN
In his new book out this week, Ralph Blumenthal acknowledges the
glamour but describes the darker side as well. For example,
Billingsley's obsession to control the staff using hidden microphones
to eavesdrop on them, and perhaps even on his famous customers. This
week, Billingsley's Stork Club reopened for one night, recreated at
the New York Historical Society.

SHERMANE BILLINGSLEY, OWNER'S DAUGHTER
I know he would have loved it. He would have been tickled pink. I
mean, who wouldn't when your friends turn out like this?

JOHN MARTIN
Those friends, patrons and some staff, returned to dance and recall
what made the Stork Club so special.

SKITCH HENDERSON, BANDLEADER
Well, there's never been anything like it. I've missed it all my
life.

FIRST FEMALE GUEST
They were very snobby and so, kind of fun.

CELESTE HOLM, ACTRESS
I love to dance, and I loved having a place where they had a band.

JOHN MARTIN
In some ways/ New York hasn't seen anything like this in 35 years,
not since the club faced a bitter strike, and with changing times,
the very idea of the Stork Club began to fade.

Don Bader, who led the band in the final days, says people today
just aren't having as much fun.

DON BADER, ORCHESTRA LEADER
There are people drinking beer. Years ago it was champagne. It was
glamour, it was gaiety. People just knew how to have a good time.

JOHN MARTIN
But for this one night, they had a good time remembering a special



time and place that was the Stork Club. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, New
York.

AARON BROWN
To read a chapter of Blumenthal's book on the Stork Club, visit the
weekend page at abcnews.com. I'm Aaron Brown in New York. For all
of us at ABC News, goodnight.
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PETER JENNINGS, ABC NEWS
In Washington tonight, the legislation congress would rather you not
see: a bill in the House of Representatives that would slash jobs
and freeze pay among the thousands of workers who keep congress
running. At the same time, members of congress are considering
giving themselves a raise. Here's ABC's JOHN MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) It was a terrifying moment at the center of congress. An attack
on the Capitol two years ago, killing two police officers. Today,
congressional Republicans outvoted Democrats and cut back the police
budget. Under this appropriations bill, Capitol police would lose
the 100 officers planned to bolster security in the wake of the
shooting two years ago. Republicans defended the cut.

REPRESENTATIVE TOM DELAY, MAJORITY WHIP
Very few people were hurt. No one was killed that--no one that they
were protecting were killed. And I have the utmost respect for the
Capitol police.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Democrats opposed the cut.

REPRESENTATIVE JAMES MORAN, DEMOCRAT, VIRGINIA
It's irresponsible. This is nuts to be doing this.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) The Capitol budget would eliminate an estimate 1,700 jobs,
everyone from gardeners to government printers. The government
printing office would lose 385 employees, including members of this
branch, which sends documents, including transcripts of congressional
hearings, to libraries around the country so the public can read
what's going on in congress.

FRANCIS BUCKLEY, GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE
This is not an extravagant program. But yet, it's providing a basic
service to citizens.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) A government watchdog, noting that another bill in congress
would raise congressional pay by three percent called the cuts
unwise.

GARY RUSKIN, CONGRESSIONAL ACCOUNTABILITY PROJECT
When you salvage the budget that goes to providing government
information to the public, when you give large congressional raises
and keep the perks, it's precisely the wrong signal.

JOHN MARTIN
But this bill is far from passing and one Republican aide said
there's a game of chicken going on, suggesting not all these jobs
will be lost. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.
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ALISON STEWART, ABC NEWS
Some members of Congress may have some explaining to do to Capitol
Hill employees. The House is working on a bill that would cut many
jobs on the hill. At the same time, salaries for members of Congress
go up. Here's ABC's JOHN MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) It was a terrifying moment at the center of Congress, an attack
on the Capitol two years ago killing two police officers. Under this
appropriations bill, Capitol police would lose the hundred officers
planned to bolster security in the wake of the shooting. Republicans
defended the cut.

REPRESENTATIVE TOM DELAY, REPUBLICAN, MAJORITY WHIP
Very few people were hurt, no one was killed that--no one that they
were protecting was~-were killed, and I have the utmost respect for
the Capitol police.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Democrats opposed the cut.

REPRESENTATIVE JAMES MORAN, DEMOCRAT, VIRGINIA
It's irresponsible. It's nuts to be doing this.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) The Capitol budget would eliminate an estimated 1,700 jobs,
everyone from gardeners to government printers. The government
printing office would lose 385 employees, including members of this
branch which sends documents, including transcripts of congressional
hearings, to libraries around the country so the public can read
what's going on in Congress.

FRANCIS BUCKLEY, GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE
This is not an extravagant program. But yet, it's providing a basic
service to citizens.

JOHN MARTIN
(VOl A government watch dog, noting that another bill in Congress
would raise congressional pay by 3 percent, called the cuts unwise.

GARY RUSKIN, CONGRESSIONAL ACCOUNTABILITY PROJECT
When you salvage the budget that goes to providing government
information to the public, when you give large congressional raises
and keep the perks, it's precisely the wrong signal.

JOHN MARTIN
But, this bill is far from passing and one Republican aide says
there's a game of chicken going on suggesting not all these jobs will
be lost. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.
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ALISON STEWART, ABC NEWS
Some members of Congress may have some explaining to do to Capitol
Hill employees. The House is working on a bill that would cut many
jobs on the hill. At the same time, salaries for members of Congress
go up. Here's ABC's JOHN MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) It was a terrifying moment at the center of Congress, an attack
on the Capitol two years ago killing two police officers. Under this
appropriations bill, Capitol police would lose the hundred officers
planned to bolster security in the wake of the shooting. Republicans
defended the cut.

REPRESENTATIVE TOM DELAY, REPUBLICAN, MAJORITY WHIP
Very few people were hurt, no one was killed that--no one that they
were protecting was--were killed, and I have the utmost respect for
the Capitol police.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Democrats opposed the cut.

REPRESENTATIVE JAMES MORAN, DEMOCRAT, VIRGINIA
It's irresponsible. It's nuts to be doing this.

JOHN MARTIN
{VOl The Capitol budget would eliminate an estimated 1,700 jobs,
everyone from gardeners to government printers. The government
printing office would lose 385 employees, including members of this
branch which sends documents, including transcripts of congressional
hearings, to libraries around the country so the public can read
what's going on in Congress.

FRANCIS BUCKLEY, GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE
This is not an extravagant program. But yet, it's providing a basic
service to citizens.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) A government watch dog, noting that another bill in Congress
would raise congressional pay by 3 percent, called the cuts unwise.

GARY RUSKIN, CONGRESSIONAL ACCOUNTABILITY PROJECT
When you salvage the budget that goes to providing government
information to the public, when you give large congressional raises
and keep the perks, it's precisely the wrong signal.

JOHN MARTIN
But, this bill is far from passing and one Republican aide says
there's a game of chicken going on suggesting not all these jobs will
be lost. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.
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PETER JENNINGS, ABC NEWS
Now, to state the really obvious. This latest increase in rates is
going to have an impact on business. No question. Here's ABC's JOHN
MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) Business is booming at Universal Dynamics but the rate hike is
troubling. There's already been a drop-off in sales to some of the
smaller plastics companies which buy Universal's equipment.

(OC) If there's one sector of the economy which relies on
borrowing, it's manufacturing, which borrows money for its own needs
and relies on its customers willingness to borrow money for their
needs.

DON RAINVILLE, PRESIDENT, UNIVERSAL DYNAMICS INCORPORATED
They can't afford to buy a machine and then not have business for it
in 12 months. And they can't afford to buy a machine and have to pay
a high interest rate either.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Over the years, when smaller buyers stay away, he says, this has
often meant a recession is on the way.

RADIO ANNOUNCER
The Federal Reserve has again raised the short-term interest rates.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) Florist JOHN Nicholson heard the news and found it troubling,
too.

JOHN NICHOLSON, FLORIST
It's going to affect customer attitude, and that is really probably
my biggest fear. That people still have money, but they'll sit on it
because they're scared.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) Nicholson was going to expand his store but now he may wait.
Even though he is convinced that demand and the state of the economy
are still strong. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Arlington, Virginia.

PETER JENNINGS
And of course, a lot of this has to do with borrowing money, so
abcnews.com has an extensive report tonight on how the Fed's decision
will affect the money market for people wishing to borrow money.
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PETER JENNINGS, ABC NEWS
Just a brief review of the main story this evening. The House of
Representatives debating a bill that would grant permanent normal
trading relations with China. Tomorrow on the program, we're going
to take a look at concussions. It gets a lot of attention when it's
a world class athlete. And when it's a kid at school? Medicine is
only beginning to understand the long-term effects.

Finally, this evening, will they turn the panda cam back on
again? Do you remember that until their only remaining panda died
last November, the National Zoo in Washington had a camera trained
full-time on Hsing-Hsing before that on Ling-Ling who died in '92.
People allover the country could watch them through the Internet.
Very sad day when Hsing-Hsing particularly was put down because of an
reversible kidney disease. But now the National Zoo which is owned
by the Smithsonian Institution, wants to breed pandas in captivity.
ABC's JOHN MARTIN tonight on the deal to get two more.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) The first two pandas were a gift from China to the US in 1972,
when President Nixon reopened relations with China. These pandas,
Ling-Ling and Hsing-Hsing, were wildly popular. Two replacements are
corning under a contract by which the Smithsonian's National Zoo will
pay the Chinese a million dollars a year for ten years. The National
Zoo will not own the pandas. Their offspring, if any, will belong to
China. They can stay here, for a price, but don't call it a lease.

LAWRENCE SMALL, SECRETARY SMITHSONIAN
It's not a lease. It's a panda conservation arrangement.

JOIm MARTIN
(VO) If you call it a lease, fears Mr. Small, conservationists might
say you're renting animals. China says it will use the money to save
its wild pandas, now down to as few as a thousand. Two zoos, Atlanta
and San Diego, have already obtained Chinese pandas by this same kind
of arrangement. So far, the National Zoo has raised nearly half the
money privately, and says it can raise the rest the same way.

WOMAN
I think that's a sound investment for all these children to be able
to see pandas and for the adults to see pandas.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) But why doesn't China allow zoos to buy its pandas? With
contracts, it earns money and can get the animals back if its stocks
decline. And it allows them to say they are not selling pandas. JOHN
MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.

PETER JENNINGS
That is our report on WORLD NEWS TONIGHT. On "Night line" this
evening, why it takes a billion Chinese or at least a market of a
billion Chinese for the White House and Republicans to forge an
alliance. I'm Peter Jennings. Have a good evening. Good night.

'-- -----------------------------------------------
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PETER JENNINGS, ABC NEWS
We're going to take A CLOSER LOOK tonight as we said at money and
politics. JOHN Cochran said at the beginning of the broadcast, fund
raising is just enormous this year: $3 billion on presidential and
congressional races, indeed a record. And more than $500 million of
that will be in so-called soft money contributions to the political
parties, as in that Washington bash tonight. Now there is no limit
on how much an individual or an interest group can give to the
political parties. And the parties have all sorts of ways to see
that it benefits the candidates, even though that's not what the
regulations intend. As for reform ...

VICE PRESIDENT AL GORE
I want to be president in order to fight for you.

PETER JENNINGS
The single largest item in all these expensive campaigns is political
advertising on television. And what does that mean? It means that
the broadcast industry has a vested interest in maintaining the
status quo. Here's ABC's JOHN MARTIN.

PRESIDENT BILL CLINTON
I, William Jefferson Clinton.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) This is the prize in politics.

MAN
So help me God.

JOHN MARTIN
(va) To win this year, campaigners will spend $600 million, not on
staffs, not on mailings, not on travel ...

TV ANNOUNCER
Thirty years fighting for children and families.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) But on television advertising. Almost all $550 million on local
TV.

(OC) Anybody who wants to reform the system has to face this
fact. Politicians and broadcasters have a vested interest in keeping
things the way they are. And here's how they do it.

(Va) Like everyone in Washington who wants something, the
National Association of Broadcasters which represents the stations
and the networks themselves, spread their money around. At least $7
million for lobbying in just the last 18 months. But it's not just
the money, says a powerful senator, there's another tactic to win
votes.

SENATOR JOHN MCCAIN, REPUBLICAN, ARIZONA
They will bring back all of the station managers of the stations in a
senator's state and that obviously has significant influence.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) And the costs? Campaigns cost plenty because TV ads cost
plenty. But consultants say stations often jack up their prices.

NEIL OXMAN, POLITICAL CONSULTANT
They've gone up five to ten times the cost of inflation and that's
really where all the money in politics has gone.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) With so many ads chasing so little air time, there is a kind of
frenzy.

GRACE GILCHRIST, VICE PRESIDENT WXYZ-TV DETROIT
They are paying anything they need to to get into any spot that they
believe they have to be at.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) And who benefits from high prices?

PAUL TAYLOR, ALLIANCE FOR BETTER CAMPAIGNS
It's great for incumbents, because incumbents play the money game



very well. It's great for broadcasters, they made a handsome profit.
It's not very good for the Democratic process.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Paul Taylor advocates free air time, but not surprisingly, he's
run into a wall. Since 1960, he says, Congress has considered 164
bills granting free or inexpensive air time. It rejected them all.
JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.
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JIM SCIUTTO, ABC NEWS
There is one trade with China that's always a winner here in the US.
It's all about pandas. Six months after losing the second of two
pandas, it got one from China. The National Zoo in Washington has
arranged to get two more and it's paying. Here's ABC's JOHN MARTIN.

JOlIN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) The first two pandas were a gift from China to the US in 1972
when President Nixon reopened relations with China. These pandas,
Ling Ling and Sing Sing, were wildly popular. Two replacements are
corning under a contract by which the Smithsonian's National Zoo will
pay the Chinese a million dollars a year for 10 years. The National
Zoo will not own the pandas. Their offspring, if any, will belong to
China. They can stay here for a price. But, don't call it a lease.

MR SMALL
It's not a lease. It's a panda conservation arrangement.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) If you call it a lease, fears Mr. Small, conservationists might
say you're renting animals. China says it will use the money to save
its wild pandas now down to as few as a thousand. Two zoos, Atlanta,
and San Diego, have already obtained Chinese pandas by this same kind
of arrangement. So far, the National Zoo has raised nearly half the
money privately and says it can raise the rest the same way.

WOMAN
I think that's a sound investment for all these children to see
pandas and for the adults to see pandas.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) But, why doesn't China allow zoos to buy its pandas? With
contracts, it earns money and can get the animals back if its stocks
decline. And, it allows them to say they are not selling pandas.
JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.

DAN HARRIS, ABC NEWS
You see that--see that baby panda? I didn't know they made noises
like that.

JIM SCIUTTO
It didn't actually look like a panda, when you look.
of like a dog that big.

It looks sort

DAN HARRIS
They're holding it up~-they're holding it upside down. That's it.
That may be one thing.

JIM SCIUTTO
Now, why are pandas--now, they're cute, but why are pandas so
popular? I mean, they--they're not brutal, they're not gruesome,
they're not scary.

DAN HARRIS
They're just cute.

JIM SCIUTTO
Just cute. That's enough.

DAN HARRIS
That's all you need at a zoo. Speaking of cute, we go--that's really
not cute.
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KEVIN NEWMAN, ABC NEWS
Finally this evening, capturing the images of war. They're often the
most enduring for those of us fortunate enough not to have firsthand
knowledge. In Vietnam, television moved us. In the Persian Gulf, we
reacted primarily to what the military provided. World War II has
always been thought of as a photographer's war but it wasn't all
black and white. As ABC's JOHN MARTIN reports, if the camera
depicted the harsh reality of war, the paint brush of a hundred
combat artists captured its soul.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) They went to war with weapons and sketch pads, pencils and
brushes.

ED REEP, UNITED STATES ARMY COMBAT, RETIRED
I can't say that I was so brave or fearless, but it didn't bother me.
r painted up there because, my God, that was my job and r did it.

RICHARD GIBNEY, UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS ARTIST, RETIRED
Saying Hail Mary's made you want to throw up, too. You give anything
if you could go the other way.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) They created 12,000 paintings and drawings of the second world
war. Hundreds of them now tracked down in archives and attics by
director Brian Lanker and his staff, for a film and a book called
"They Drew Fire."

BRIAN LANKER, DIRECTOR, "THEY DREW FIRE"
What I found was their sensitivity as artists gave us a more
sensitive look at the war.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) They told the truth about what they saw: the pain, the
suffering, the work and weariness, even the humor. One remarkable
impression, in the moments before and after combat, many soldiers
took the time to care for each other.

RICHARD GIBNEY
They show concern for each other. That impressed me.

MAN
There's a certain amount of kindness and softness and consideration
for one another and you're in a different world. It looks like
heaven but it isn't. It's hell.

HOWARD BRODIE, YANK MAGAZINE ARTIST
There is a beauty there when we're facing life and death that I've
seen and experienced and am thankful for.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) This month, five of the artists got a standing ovation at the
museum in Virginia, where the film was shown. One man summed up for
all.

VETERAN
What we did, we saw the raw truth in this little moment. We didn't
have time to think. We simply set it down.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) And in this moment, 60 years later, they learned that their
vision has not been forgotten. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Arlington,
Virginia.

KEVIN NEWMAN
(Va) And that is our report on WORLD NEWS TONIGHT. Don't forget
"Nightline." I'm Kevin Newman for Peter Jennings and all of us at ABC
News, good night.
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BARBARA DANIELS KORSEN, ANNOUNCER
Now, WORLD NEWS THIS MORNING continues. Once again from New York,
here's Anderson Cooper.

ANDERSON COOPER, ABC NEWS
Finally this morning, during World War II, combat artists sketched
and painted battle scenes for display on the home front. They
captured the war's soul but their art was largely forgotten. That is
until now. The story from ABC's JOHN MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) They went to war with weapons and sketch pads, pencils and
brushes.

ED REEP, UNITED STATES ARMY COMBAT ARTIST
I can't say that I was so brave or fearless, but it didn't bother me.
I painted up there because, my God, that was my job and I did it.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) They created 12,000 paintings and drawings of the Second World
War. Hundreds of them now tracked down in archives and attics by
director Brian Lanker and his staff, for a film and a book called
"They Drew Fire."

BRIAN LANKER, DIRECTOR, "THEY DREW FIRE"
What I found was their sensitivity as artists gave us a more
sensitive look at the war.

VOICE OF ROBERT GREENHALGH, YANK MAGAZINE ARTIST
There's a certain amount of kindness and softness and consideration
for one another and you're in a different world. It looks like
heaven but it isn't. It's hell.

HOWARD BRODIE, YANK MAGAZINE ARTIST
There is a beauty there when we're facing life and death that I've
seen and experienced and am thankful for.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) This month, five of the artists got a standing ovation at the
Newseum in Virginia, where the film was shown. One man summed up for
all.

ED REEP
What we did, we saw the raw truth in this little moment. We didn't
have time to think. We simply set it down.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) And in this moment, 60 years later, they learned that their
vision has not been forgotten. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Arlington,
Virginia.

ANDERSON COOPER
Well, coming up on "Good Morning America," an update from Florida on
the wildfires there. That is IIGood--that will be on "Good Morning
America" after your local news. I'm Anderson Cooper. Thanks for
watching. See you tomorrow.
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PETER JENNINGS, ABC NEWS
As we said at the beginning tonight, the president is going to Moscow
later this week where he will try to convince the Russians that they
should tolerate, as in not make a fuss, if and when the United States
violates an important arms control treaty by building, for billions
of dollars, a system intended to defend the United States from
incoming nuclear missiles, if one were ever launched by anyone. For
many people, it is, as a general concept, an irresistible idea, if
you could protect Americans from even one, would you install the
system? It depends, of course, on many things. So let's take A
CLOSER LOOK using two ABC correspondents tonight, JOHN McWethy and
JOHN MARTIN, for and against.

TEXT'
The THREAT?

JOHN MCWETHY, ABC NEWS
{VOl When this North Korean missile was launched two years ago, even
skeptics were convinced that America now faced a type of threat it
could not ignore. The missile clearly had the capability to hit
Alaska or Hawaii. And no one doubted North Korea had a small amount
of nuclear material. The CIA now predicts Iran is not far behind in
missile technology, and that Iraq will soon be in the race as well if
sanctions are loosened.

WILLIAM COHEN, SECRETARY OF OEFENSE
I believe the threat is real. It's here. I believe it will increase.

SENATOR JOH KYL, REPUBLICAN ARIZONE
Let's look at how long it's going to take us to deploy even the most
rudimentary national missile defense system, five years at best. So
you have to determine where these countries will be in five years.

JOHN MCWETHY
{VOl One other country of enormous concern is Russia. Not because it
would intentionally launch, but because it might accidentally do so
as controls of its huge nuclear arsenal deteriorate.

TEXT,
The THREAT? NO

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
This is JOHN MARTIN. A missile threat from North Korea? An
accidental Russian launch?

JOSEPH CIRINCIONE, CARNEGIE NON-PROLIFERATION PROJECT
I think we all need to take a break here and take a deep breath and
stop hyperventilating about this.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Scientist Richard Garwin worked on this 1998 report, which
described missile developments in North Korea, Iran and Iraq. He
says an attack is extremely unlikely, because thousands of US
warheads are primed to retaliate.

RICHARD GARWIN, UNION OF CONCERNED SCIENTISTS
They would be wiped out. They would be a parking lot as a result. So
I don't think, in fact, that we should feel threatened by such a
capability.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Critics of the proposed missile defense say a rogue state is far
more likely to use the tactics of terrorists.

RICHARD GARWIN
A nuclear weapon can be put in a shipping container, and as the ship
enters the port, it would be detonated. So perfectly innocent ship
could serve as an anorrnorous~~anonymous delivery vehicle.

PETER JENNINGS
Well, let's stick I the system for a moment, does anyone know that a
proposed system would really work? Once again MARTIN and McWethy.

TEXT,



Can it WORK? YES
OFFSCREEN VOICE

One, two ...
JOHN MCWETHY

{VOl The Pentagon says the system has already worked in one early
test and the interceptor just missed in another because of a small
mechanical problem.

DEFENSE
There is no reason to believe, based on the testing that we've done
to date, that we won't be able to reach our goal.

JOHN MCWETHY
(VO) Building a system quickly of 100 interceptors and one powerful,
new tracking radar will be a huge challenge, the radar, perhaps the
biggest.

(OC) The US plans to build the new radar at a cost of half a
billion dollars here on the Alaskan island of Shemya. A place that
is battered by some of the worst weather on the planet.

(VO) Though construction here could be a nightmare, officials
say the island provides the best view while still on American soil
for tracking a missile launched from North Korea, China or Russia.
The Pentagon is confident the system can be built and will be enough
to stop two or three missiles and to distinguish them from any decoys
that a rogue nation would be capable of making.

BAKER SPRING, HERITAGE FOUNDATION
We're talking about defending against really Third World states that
don't have the best technologies.

JOHN MCWETHY
{VOl Give us enough time and money, proponents say, and we will build
a missile defense that works.

TEXT:
Can it WORK? NO

JOHN MARTIN
More time, more money? That's what they were saying 20 years ago
about Ronald Reagan's system of space-based lasers. This man worked
on that system.

BOB DIETZ, FORMER LOCKHEED MARTIN ENGINEER
We basically put the space-based laser out of business.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Bob Dietz is retired now, creating exhibits at this children's
museum. But when he worked at Lockheed, he found many ways to defeat
the lasers. Dietz and others say any enemy could defeat the national
missile defense, too, using simple decoys. Hiding a warhead in a
balloon and releasing it with dozens of empty balloons, or using
bomblet's, miniaturized warheads, to overwhelm a limited defense.

(OC) Opponents of missile defense are convinced the pentagon
would spending $60 billion for a system that may not work, against a
threat that may not exist. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.

PETER JENNINGS
And for JOHN McWethy as well.

When we corne back our final item on the broadcast this evening,
grossly overstating the worth of imported goods. Some scam.

(Commercial break)
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PETER JENNINGS, ABC NEWS
At the Supreme Court today, the justices handed down a number of
major rulings with broad implications. And we're going to begin with
the grandparents. The Supreme Court has upheld a ruling that would
limit a grandparent's right to visit a grandchild if the parents
object. ABC's JOHN MARTIN is at the Supreme Court this evening.

JOHN, take us through it.
JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS

(GC) Peter, the court issued a judgment which basically drew the line
against unlimited government interference in the lives of American
families.

(VO) The case centers on these two girls, Isabelle and Natalie
Troxel. Their grandparents, Jenifer and Gary Troxel sued when the
girls' mother, limited their right to visits after their son, Brad,
committed suicide. In her opinion, Justice O'Connor said the
Washington state law is too broad, and that it "unconstitutionally
infringes on the parents' rights." There were so many views of the
case among the justices that there was no majority for any of the
three opinions issued by the court. Each essentially said
grandparents do not have an unlimited right to visit.

HOWARD GOODFRIEND, PARENTS' ATTORNEY
What the court said is that the parents have the fundamental right to
the care, custody and control of the children.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) There are 60 million grandparents in the country and alISO
states have laws regarding visitation, but it is not clear how
today's judgment will affect them. Because each state law is
different, and the court did not give any guidance.

NANCY POLIKOFF, AMERICAN UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF LAW
The Supreme Court talked about the Washington State statute being
breathtakingly broad. I would call the Supreme Court plurality
breathtakingly narrow.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) It was that narrow decision that has given advocates for
grandparents hope for the future.

CHERYL MATHIES, AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF RETIRED PERSONS
We are interested in making sure that the grandpa rental relationship
is recognized for what it is and is given the appropriate weight and
we think the court's decision will allow that to happen.

JOHN MARTIN
So what seems to have happened here is the court has given both sides
the feeling that they've got to continue working out what is
admittedly a very complex relationship in 21st century America.
Peter:

PETER JENNINGS
Thanks JOHN.

JOHN MARTIN at the Supreme Court. The Supreme Court also
ordered today a new sentencing hearing for a killer in Texas. At his
trial, when prosecutors explained to the jury, why Victor Saldano
deserved to die, they listed along with his past crimes the fact that
he is Hispanic, which violated his constitutional rights.
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ANDERSON COOPER, ABC NEWS
Supporters of a new Supreme Court ruling call it a boost for parents'
rights. Yesterday, the justices rejected a Washington state law that
would allow grandparents and others to seek visitation even if the
child's parents object. ABC's JOHN MARTIN has details.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
The court issued three opinions that basically said no one, not even
grandparents has an unlimited right to see children. It said that a
Washington state visitation law of that sort was too broad.

The parents and the grandparents of two young girls had gotten
into arguments about this, and the grandparents had gone to a judge
who ordered that the children be allowed to see the grandparents at
specific times and dates. The court said that was much too strict.

But it did say that parents and grandparents have to work out
the arrangements and that at some point things can work out, that
time and dates can be arranged. It seemed to suggest that people
shouldn't have to go to court every time something like this happens.

So, with its many voices, the court, in a way, resembles an
American family trying to work out a complex relationship under
difficult circumstances. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, at the Supreme
Court.
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PETER JENNINGS, ABC NEWS
On Capitol Hill today, leaders of the country's technology and
Internet companies warned that the shortage of skilled workers in the
United States threatens to undermine the country's competitive
advantage in the world. The business leaders said that if the law
doesn't make it easier to bring workers here, US business will have
to go there. Here's ABC's JOHN MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) DoubleClick is an ad placement firm for the Internet. It has
2,000 workers and reportedly would like to hire 2600 more.

MELANIE HUGHES, DOUBLECLICK
When the talent isn't there, we don't want to stop our business
because there's no talent. We'll set it up elsewhere if that's the
case.

JOHN MARTIN
WomanCONNECT.com offers women advice on jobs and the workplace. It
has only 19 employees and says it, too, needs more people.

SUSAN DEFIFE, PRESIDENT, WOMENCONNECT.COM
We put a job announcement out and it was six months before we even
had a qualified applicant.

JOHN MARTIN
{VOl That was when it hired this woman, a Mexican systems engineer,
working in the US on an H1B visa, given to foreigners with skills
needed by US companies. H1Bs are good for six years. This year's
quota, 115,000, has already been handed out. Today, the companies
that need workers the most urged Congress to raise the quota.

BILL GATES, CHAIRMAN, MICROSOFT CORPORATION
The basic tradeoff for us as an industry is whether we can continue
to do 90 percent of this work here in the United States or whether we
have to go out outside the United States to do the work.

JOHN MARTIN
(Val American firms have already shifted work to India, where many
are skilled at software engineering.

(OC) The companies say they'd like to keep these jobs and
payrolls in the United States, but that unless Congress increases the
number of visas, they may lose their competitive edge. JOHN MARTIN,
ABC News, Washington.
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ANDERSON COOPER, ABC NEWS
The Supreme Court has set aside the death sentence for a Texas
inmate. Victor Hugo Saldano was convicted of murder and kidnapping.
But during the sentencing phase, a prosecution witness listed several
factors for determining Saldano's dangerousness including the fact
that he's Hispanic. The Supreme Court says it is fundamentally
unfair for prosecutors to use ethnic stereotypes to gain the death
penalty.

Another Supreme Court ruling could effect many American
families. At issue: the rights of grandparents to see their
grandchildren even if the parents object. ABC's JOHN MARTIN has
details.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) The case centers on these two girls, Isabelle and Natalie
Troxel. Their grandparents sued when the girl's mother limited their
right to visit after their son Brad committed suicide. In her
opinion, Justice O'Connor said the Washington state law is too broad,
and that it "unconstitutionally infringes on parents' rights." There
were so many views of the case among the justices that there was no
majority for any of the three opinions issued by the court. Each
essentially said grandparents do not have an unlimited right to
visit.

HOWARD GOODFRIEND, PARENTS' RIGHTS ATTORNEY
What the court said is that parents have the fundamental right to the
care, custody, and control of their children.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) There are 60 million grandparents in the country and alISO
states have laws regarding visitation. But it is not clear how
today's judgement will effect them because each state law is
different and the court did not give any guidance.

NANCY POLIKOFF, AMERICAN UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF LAW
The Supreme Court talked about the Washington state's statute being
breathtakingly broad. I would call the Supreme Court plurality
breathtakingly narrow.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) It was that narrow decision that has given some advocates for
grandparents hope for the future.

CHERYL MATHIES, AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF RETIRED PERSONS
We are interested in making sure that the grandpa rental relationship
is recognized for what it is and is given the appropriate weight.
And we think that the court's decision will allow that to happen.

JOHN MARTIN
the court sounds a little bit like every
work out a complex relationship under
JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, at the Supreme

So with it's many voices,
American family trying to
difficult circumstances.
Court.



Document ID: TMG00060701
Library: NEWS-NY

Asset Type: Transcript
Air Date' 2000-06-07

_________________________ Segment Number: 11 -------------------------
Story Name: Industry executives asking Congress to make it easier to bring in foreigners to do high-te
Air Date: 2000-06-07

Start Time: 06:18:45
End Time: 00:00:00
Run Time: 00:00:00
Anchor: ANDERSON COOPER, New York, New York, USA

Correspondent: JOHN MARTIN, WASHINGTON, DC, USA
Content: 06:18:45

Prepared by Burre11e's Information Services,
which takes sole responsibility for accuracy of transcription

ANDERSON COOPER, ABC NEWS
Also today, day two of a congressional hearing into the myriad
problems facing high-tech companies. One suggestion that industry
executives are making is for Congress to make it easier to bring in
foreigners to do the jobs. Otherwise, they say, they'll have to take
the jobs elsewhere. ABC's JOHN MARTIN has the details.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
Here are the numbers, and they're kind of interesting: 650,000 new
jobs were created in just the last year in the Internet economy here
in the United States.

(VO) But there aren't enough Americans to hold all of those jobs
in this exploding situation. So, 115,000 foreigners get special
visas each year to come here because they have special skills. Some
in Congress want to raise the number to 200,000, and that's why these
industry executives are here in Washington.

(OC) That's what they want to hear, because Bill Gates has said,
as he told Congress yesterday, unless they can get more visas, more
jobs and more of those payrolls will move overseas, probably to
countries like India. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.

ANDERSON COOPER
Well, stay with us this morning. There's more news ahead. This is
ABC's WORLD NEWS THIS MORNING.

(Commercial break)
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]

[WORKERS AT AN INTERNET COMPANY
]THE INTERNET ECONOMY IS BOOMING. GROWING BY 650,000 JOBS LAST YEA
R ALONE, SAYS A STUDY BY THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS.

[WIDE SHOT PRESS CONFERENCE
]THE PROBLEM, SAYS ONE WHO CONDUCTED THE STUDY, IS THAT THERE ARE
NOT ENOUGH SKILLED AMERICANS TO GET THE WORK DONE.

[DR. ANITESH BARUA
UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS
]DR. ANITESH BARUA, UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS: 10:24:02 "YOU CANNOT UH,
FILL THOSE POSITIONS ONLY WITH PEOPLE AVAILABLE IN THE U.S."

[WIDE SHOT CONGRESSIONAL HEARING,
THEN GROVE TESTIFYING OR LISTENING
TO QUESTION
]THAT'S WHAT TROUBLES PEOPLE LIKE ANDY GROVE OF INTEL, WHO TOLD CO
NGRESS THE SPECIAL H1B WORK VISA PROGRAM FOR FOREIGNERS IS NOT ENO
UGH.

[ANDY GROVE
INTEL CORPORATION
]ANDY GROVE, INTEL: "I'M VERY THANKFUL FOR THE SHORT-TERM RELIEF T
HAT THE HIB-VISA HAS GIVEN, BUT IT IS BASICALLY BAILING OUT A BOAT
WITH A LITTLE CUP."

[MORE HEARING
]CONGRESS HEARS MORE TODAY IN THE SECOND DAY OF ITS SUMMIT ON THE
HIGH TECHNOLOGY ECONOMY.

LOOMING OVER THE DELIBERATIONS IS THE EXAMPLE OF INDIA, WHERE MANY
AMERICAN FIRMS HAVE LOCATED OPERATIONS TO TAKE AVANT AGE OF HIGHLY
TRAINED ENGINEERS.

BILL GATES, MICROSOFT: "IF THERE'S ANYTHING THAT CAN HELP THE TECH
NOLOGY INDUSTRY MOVE AT FULL SPEED IN THE NEXT COUPLE OF YEARS, I'
D SAY IT'S THIS VISA ISSUE." (ABOUT 10:46:201

MARTIN: RIGHT NOW, 115,000 FOREIGNERS GAIN THESE VISAS EACH YEAR -
- THEY'RE GOOD FOR SIX YEARS. SOME IN CONGRESS WANT THE LIMIT RAIS
ED TO 200,000, AND THAT'S JUST WHAT MANY INDUSTRY EXECUTIVES ARE H

Page 1
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OPING WILL HAPPEN. JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS, WASHINGTON.
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ANDERSON COOPER, ABC NEWS
Too many positions, not enough people. That is the problem facing
high tech companies. In an effort to fill the void, industry
executives are urging Congress to make it easier to bring foreigners
in to do the jobs. Or, they say, they'll have to take the jobs
elsewhere. ABC's JOHN MARTIN has the details.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
Here are the numbers and they're kind of interesting. Six hundred
fifty thousand new jobs were created in just the last year in the
Internet economy here in the United States. But there aren't enough
Americans to hold all those jobs in this exploding situation. So
115,000 foreigners get special visas each year to come here because
they have special skills.

Some in Congress want to raise the number to 200,000 and that's
why the industry executives are here in Washington. That's what they
want to hear because Bill Gates has said, as he told Congress
yesterday, unless they can get more visas, more jobs and more of
those payrolls will move overseas, probably to countries to like
India. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.

ALISON STEWART, ABC NEWS
Police in Missouri say the man who sought sadomasochistic sex over
the Internet may be linked to the murders of five women. JOHN
Robinson is being held on a $5 million bond on sexual assault
charges. Police say they found the women's bodies inside barrels on
Robinson's property in Kansas and a storage locker he rented in
Missouri. They suspect he met some of the victims on the Internet
where he used the name Slavemaster.
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ANTONIO MORA, ABC NEWS
The long-awaited final ruling in the Microsoft antitrust case could
come as early as today. The software giant submitted its final
papers to the judge yesterday. Meanwhile, Microsoft's founder was on
Capitol Hill, but not to talk about his company's possible breakup.
Bill Gates was among those testifying about what the high-tech
economy needs to help it expand. Here's ABC's JOHN MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) The Internet economy is booming, growing by 650,000 jobs last
year alone, says a study by the University of Texas. The problem,
says one who conducted the study, is that there are not enough
skilled Americans to get the work done.

DR ANITESH BARUA, UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS
You cannot fill, you know, those--those positions only with people
available in the US.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) That's what troubles people like Andy Grove of Intel, who told
Congress the special H-IB work visa program for foreigners is not
enough.

ANDY GROVE, INTEL CORPORATION
I'm very thankful for the short-term relief that the H-IB visa
proposition has been given, but it is basically bailing out a boat
with a little cup.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Looming over the deliberations is the example of India, where
many American firms have located operations to take advantage of
highly trained engineers.

BILL GATES, MICROSOFT CHAIRMAN
If there's anything that can help the technology industry move at
full speed in the next couple of years, I'd say it's this visa issue.

JOHN MARTIN
A hundred fifteen thousand foreigners get these special visas each
year, and they're good for six years. Some in Congress want to raise
the number to 200,000 a year, and that's what these computer industry
executives are hoping to hear. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.
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JACK FORD, ABC NEWS
Today the House of Representatives ignored a veto threat from
President Clinton and voted to phase out taxes on estates.
Republicans say the bill wipes out a so-called death tax that is
grossly unfair. Democrats say it will cost $50 billion a year and
overwhelmingly benefits the very rich.

We learned today about a massive increase in the cost of one of
America's favorite substances. The General Accounting office, which
is the investigative arm of Congress, says Americans are paying far
too much for sugar. And it's so expensive because of the
government's long-time efforts to prop up America's ailing sugar
business, with your money. Here's ABC's JOHN MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) Think about it. Americans pay almost $2 billion a year extra
for all these sugar-rich foods. It's bad for your waistline and your
wallet. But it's great for 8,000 US sugar farmers like Kirk Walker.
Four years ago he started growing sugar cane on 1200 acres outside
Lake Charles, Louisiana.

KIRK WALKER, SUGAR FARMER
It was profitable at the time and it grew in our climate so we ...

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) ...so you got in?

Mr. WALKER: We got in.
JOHN MARTIN

(VO) It looked like a good investment. The US government helps
farmers by limiting imports of cheaper foreign sugar. That keeps the
price high so farmers make a profit. But consumers pay for it in
higher sugar prices. Even so, Walker and his fellow farmers are
still complaining.

KIRK WALKER
It's tough and it's going to be tougher.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) The problem is that there are too many farmers like Walker
getting in on this deal. That has created a glut of sugar and prices
are dropping. So what does the government do? Bailout the industry
by buying up surplus sugar. Just this week it bought 54 million
dollars worth. It doesn't know what it will do with all that sugar,
but it hopes this subsidy will drive the price still higher.

(OC) What's striking about this, some would say ridiculous, is
that four years ago, the federal government was trying to wean
farmers off subsidies.

(VO) But the sugar industry expects a lot more from Congress and
the White House after giving $7 million in campaign donations. It
says this bailout is not big enough.

ROBERT BOKER, SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT, OS SOGAR CORPORATION
They didn't take our advice. We're in the business. We know what
their oversupply is. They may have to do more later.

SENATOR RICHARD LUGAR, REPUBLICAN, INDIANA
It is a scandal and has been for a long time.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Senate AgricUlture Chairman Richard Lugar wants to end the sugar
program.

RICHARD LUGAR
By spending public money to buy more sugar to bring the price up, if
somebody could guarantee that you throw good money after bad.

JOHN MARTIN
guarantee that even more farmers will take advantage of
deal, producing more sugar, meaning more taxpayer
It's your money. I JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Lake Charles,

(VO) And a
this sweet
bailouts.
Louisiana.
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ANDERSON COOPER, ABC NEWS
Well, last night in Huntsville, Texas, Gary Graham was put to death
by lethal injection. Now, the state of Texas has executed 23 inmates
this year. But Graham's case garnered national attention and has
become a campaign issue for Texas Governor George W. Bush. Graham
was the 649th person to be executed in the US since the Supreme Court
reinstated capital punishment back in 1976. The first, of course, was
Gary Gilmore on January 17, 1977. And that story is our WORLD NEWS
THEN.

(Beginning of file footage from 1/17/77)
BARBARA WALTERS, ABC NEWS

Good evening. Gary Gilmore was executed this morning at the Utah
State Prison for the murder of a motel manager last July. His fight
to die and the fight of those opposed to anyone's execution went up
and down through the courts all winter. And finally, this morning
the legal battles ended. Greg Dobbs spent last night at the Utah
State Prison and he describes those final hours.

GREG DOBBS, ABC NEWS
(VO) In this chair, Gary Gilmore died and with him went this often
bizarre, always unpredictable, episode in American legal history and
the end was the most unpredictable part of all.

Shortly after sunset last night, all seemed in order for the
execution. Every appeal to stop it had lost and now certain
relatives had said their last goodbyes. Outside the prison grounds,
the prayer vigil seemed futile. They could demonstrate against the
death penalty. Apparently, they could not prevent it. But the ACLU
had one more way to go. At the federal building Judge Willis Ritter
agreed with eleventh hour arguments that the constitutionality of
Utah's law had not been properly tested. At the prison:

SAM SMITH, WARDEN
I have received a call from the--a representative of the Attorney
General's office indicating that there was a stay granted by Judge
Willis Ritter.

GREG DOBBS
(VO) But before the federal marshall, who personally delivered the
stay order had even left, the state seeking to proceed with the
execution fought back. And as sunrise, the appointed moment of the
execution, carne closer, no one could predict with certainty whether
Gilmore would die today or not.

And then Gilmore appeared in black T-shirt and white pants being
led to a van. The stay had not yet been lifted, but just in case the
wheels for execution were in motion. When they reached an abandoned
building called the old cannery, the warden got a phone call just
before sunrise. The court in Denver had stayed the matter, privately
for five minutes, and lifted the stay. Gilmore could die.

These sketches, recreated from descriptions of witnesses, show
how it happened. Gilmore had wanted to stand, but he was strapped
into a chair. After final private conversations with the four people
he invited, the prison priest gave last rights. The warden, having
read aloud the legal order that Gilmore must be shot for his crime,
asked quietly for any last words. Gilmore said, 'Let's do it. I And
then the five anonymous executioners, four with real bullets and one
with a blank, took aim on the target, a white circle pinned over
Gilmore's heart. And on silent command from their squadron leader,
they fired. It was 8:05 AM, 16 minutes behind the original schedule.

KEN SHULSEN, UTAH BOARD OF CORRECTIONS
The order of the Fourth Judicial Court of the State of Utah has been
carried out. Gary Mark Gilmore is dead.

GREG DOBBS
This site in the old cannery is now a footnote in history. Not just



because a convicted killer name Gary Gilmore died here this morning,
but because it was here that a moratorium on legal deaths in America,
sustained for nearly 10 years, ended. Greg Dobbs, ABC News, in the
old cannery at the Utah State Prison.

BARBARA WALTERS
A Louis Harris poll last Thursday found 71 percent of those
questioned to be in favor of Gilmore's execution, 19 percent opposed.
This morning, after the fact, JOHN MARTIN sampled public opinion on
Gilmore in particular and the death penalty in general. This was
shortly after word of the execution was broadcast on television and
radio.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) The news of Gilmore's execution spread across country in a
matter of minutes from the moment he died.

1ST MAN
I think it's the best thing that has happened. Be--be--simply because
the people always worried about the criminals. They don't worry
about the people. We had five peop--cab drivers killed last year.
Who's worrying about them?

1ST WOMAN
I don't know if it's a deterrent to crime as much as people think it
is.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) In Los Angeles this morning, people were still on their way to
work after the sharpshooters had finished their job in Utah. Slowly
the news began to sink in.

2ND WOMAN
I don't feel too good about it, really.
happened.

I don't think it should have

He got what he deserved.
been done.

2ND MAN
He got what he asked for. And justice has

JOHN MARTIN
It was in California, in 1960, that crowds protested the execution of
Carryl Chessman, a rapist who had won eight reprieves in 12 years on
death row. So, with a volley of shots, America has corne full circle.
Five years ago, the Supreme Court heard and accepted the argument
that the way the death penalty had been applied was arbitrary and
freakish. But seven months ago, after 35 states rewrote their laws,
the justices ruled that capitol punishment was constitutional where
jurors could take the facts of the crime and the criminal into
consideration before sentencing defendants to death.

(VO) For the moment, America's death rows contain 358 condemned
criminals. Some live in states where death penalty laws could still
be overturned as capricious. But many others, more than a hundred in
Florida, Georgia and Texas, face the rising possibility of death in
the coming year. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, New York.

HARRY REASONER, ABC NEWS
Gilmore confessed to murdering a student, Max Jenson, last July 19th
at the gas station where Jenson had a part-time job. The victim's
father, David Jenson, said today that he is glad the due process of
law has been followed. Gilmore was convicted of murdering another
student, Benny Bushnell, last July 20th at the motel where Bushnell
worked. Mrs. Bushnell is expecting their second child this month.
There was no insurance.

Until this evening, the next person scheduled to be executed was
a 25-year-old murderer in Texas. He is Jerry Layne Jurek (ph) who
was to be electrocuted on Wednesday morning. But a short time ago,
the US Supreme Court blocked Jurek's execution. Lawyers for Jurek
had claimed that his constitutional right would be violated under a
lower court decision permitting his execution to be televised.

(End of file footage from 1/17/77)
ANDERSON COOPER

And that, of course, was--was WORLD NEWS THEN classic new from
January 17, 1977.

ALISON STEWART, ABC NEWS
You're watching WORLD NEWS NOW. More news coming up.

(Commercial break)

J
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KEVIN NEWMAN, ABC NEWS
Airline safety, also a concern today. The National Transportation
Safety Board says, when there's a trouble on board airlines, they are
not well-prepared to evacuate the aircraft and that happens once
every 11 days. Here's ABC's JOHN MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) A hundred thirty-six passengers survived this American Airlines
crash and fire in Little Rock a year ago.

RANDY HILL, SURVIVOR
I was covered with jet fuel, so if I didn't get out, I was going to
burn up pretty quick.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Ten passengers did die, and Randy Hill survived only because the
cabin cracked open.

RANDY HILL
Most of the people, in the part of the plane I was in, would have
died either from the fire or the smoke inhalation. We would not have
been able to get out.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Today, the Safety Board acknowledged some deaths came not from
the crash.

JAMES HALL, CHAIRMAN, NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
Tragically, most of those killed had actually survived the impact of
the collision but could not escape from the aircraft.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) The NTSB found that the vast majority of passengers escape
without injury in controlled evacuations, but in a crash, getting out
can be a major problem. Many passengers cannot lift and pullout the
60-pound emergency doors. Escape slides do not always work. In 19
evacuations where slides were deployed, seven failed, a rate the
Board called unacceptable. And despite warnings and safety rules, in
emergencies, passengers often take their bags with them, slowing the
evacuation. The Board wants the FAA to take action to clarify the
seat back safety cards for passengers, consider widening exit rows
from 13 inches to 20 inches and those heavy doors, the NTSB wants one
designed perhaps like this hinged version to make it easier to get
out.

(OC) Air crashes are rare, but today's study shows that when
there is one and it comes time to escape, passengers are often at
maximum peril. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.

KEVIN NEWMAN
And we have one final transportation note. Months after airlines
tried to head off new regulations by promising to treat customers
better, the government says there's still major room for improvement.
The Transportation Department says some airlines falsely blame the
FAA for weather or scheduling problems, and some still don't tell
passengers about delays until hours after they know about them.

Well, still ahead this Tuesday, a record jump in spending on
prescription drugs and the new push to make more of them available
over the counter.

And just how close are we to teaching machines to react?
CYNTHIA BREAZEAL, MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

The robot knows when you are speaking to it in a scolding voice or a
soothing voice or trying to get its attention.

ANNOUNCER
This is WORLD NEWS TONIGHT with Peter Jennings, brought to you by ...

(Commercial break)
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ANDERSON COOPER, ABC NEWS
Congressional investigators say more oversight is needed at America's
kidney dialysis facilities. They're concerned that Medicare is
paying a lot of money for inadequate treatment. ABC's JOHN MARTIN
has more.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
The real target of this hearing was the Healthcare Financing
Administration, which administers the program that Medicare pays for.
The federal government is spending about $12.8 billion this year for
320,000 dialysis patients. One of the patients told the committee
that the care was like being in a concentration camp in Europe during
the Second World War. What he meant was they got the least amount of
treatment that gained the companies the most money.

The companies insisted that care is improving and that they only
need more money to improve it still further, but the inspectors don't
believe them. They're suspicious that Medicare is paying out billions
of dollars a year for substandard treatment. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News,
Washington.
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JUJU CHANG, ABC NEWS
The nation's kidney dialysis facilities are in serious need of more
control and supervision. That's according to congressional
investigators. As ABC's JOHN MARTIN reports, they found that quality
of care is low and the cost is high.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(Va) The federal government is spending $12.8 billion this year on
kidney dialysis for 320,000 patients. Seventy two-year-old Kenneth
Bays is one of many patients who say care is terrible, geared to the
barest effort for the highest profit.

DR KENNETH BAYS, DDS, DIALYSIS PATIENT
The least amount of treatment they get, you know, the more they make.
It's a matter of money.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) Bays told his story to senators on Monday. They wanted to know
why the federal health care financing administration has not reformed
the system.

SENATOR CHARLES GRASSLEY, REPUBLICAN, IOWA
Some dialysis patients fear for their lives when they're hooked up to
the machine. They shouldn't be, and the fact that they are is very
wrong.

JOHN MARTIN
(va) Witnesses complained of shoddy equipment. Investigators said
these filters, for example, are grossly overused. A technician who
quit her job to blow the whistle on an Oregon clinic says this is not
surprising.

ARLENE MULLIN, FORMER CLINIC EMPLOYEE
Their main motive is profit, and I think anyone of us who works in
this industry will not dispute that. It's strictly about profit.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Industry witnesses claimed care is improving but that they need
more money for further improvements.

(GC) Federal inspectors are not convinced. They suspect
Medicare is paying billions of dollars a year for substandard
treatment. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.

JUJU CHANG
And finally, not many people can boast of being around at the start
of two centuries, but Britain's queen mum can. The still vibrant,
still feisty mother of England's Queen Elizabeth is celebrating her
lOOth birthday today in London with a big party in her honor.

And that's the news at 8:04.
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ALISON STEWART, ABC NEWS
Cigar packages will now have to post warnings about possible health
risks. The new labeling is part of a settlement between cigar makers
and federal regulators who fear Americans mistakenly believe cigars
are less dangerous than cigarettes. The message also will mention
the effects of second-hand smoke, the first caution of its kind on a
tobacco product.

ANDERSON COOPER, ABC NEWS
A senate committee is trying to determine what ails a federal health
care program and what can be done to cure it. At a hearing
yesterday, senators examine nationwide clinics which some say are not
administering the best possible care. Here's ABC's JOHN MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
The real target of this hearing was the Health Care Financing
Administration which administers the program that Medicare pays for.
The federal government is spending about $12.8 billion this year for
320,000 dialysis patients. One of the patients told the committee
that the care was like being in a concentration camp in Europe during
the second World War. What he meant was, that he got the least
amount of treatment that gained the companies the most money. The
companies insisted that care is improving and that they only need
more money to improve it still further. But the inspectors don't
believe them. They're suspicious that Medicare is paying out
billions of dollars a year for substandard treatment. JOHN MARTIN,
ABC News, Washington.
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ALISON STEWART, ABC NEWS
And another safety study to tell you about. This one focused on
commercial airplanes. As ABC's JOHN MARTIN reports, evacuation
procedures and equipment could endanger passengers who might
otherwise survive a plane crash.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) A hundred-thirty-six passengers survived this American Airlines
crash and fire in Little Rock a year ago.

RANDY HILL, SURVIVOR
I was covered with jet fuel. So, if I didn't get out, I was going to
burn up pretty quick.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Ten passengers did die and Randy Hill survived only because the
cabin cracked open.

RANDY HILL
Most of the people, in the part of the plane I was in, would have
died either from the fire or the smoke inhalation. They would not
have been able to get out.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) The Safety Board acknowledged some deaths carne not from the
crash.

JIM HALL, CHAIRMAN, NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
Tragically, most of those killed had actually survived the impact of
the collision but could not escape from the aircraft.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) The NTSB found that the vast majority of passengers escape
without injury in controlled evacuations. But in a crash, getting
out can be a major problem. Many passengers cannot lift and pullout
the 60-pound emergency doors. Escape slides do not always work. In
19 evacuations where slides were deployed, seven failed, a rate the
board called unacceptable. And despite warnings and safety rules, in
emergencies, passengers often take their bags with them slowing the
evacuation. The board wants the FAA to take action to clarify the
seat back safety cards for passengers, consider widening exit rows
from 13 inches to 20 inches. And those heavy doors, the NTSB wants
one designed perhaps like this hinged version to make it easier to
get out. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.

ANDERSON COOPER, ABC NEWS
So, one of our viewers suggested that we run a little competition for
people who are on the board. So, we're going to ask a trivia
question and to answer it, you have to log onto the ABC News Web
site, you click on the WORLD NEWS NOW home page and click on our
photograph and enter our discussion lists. And you can answer the
question. And the winner will maybe have their names said on
television, or we'll try to send you something which we've yet to
figure out exactly what.

ALISON STEWART
We want you into our Web.

ANDERSON COOPER
Yes.

ALISON STEWART
So to speak.

ANDERSON COOPER
It's on the abcnews.com home page.

ALISON STEWART
All right. The question is?

ANDERSON COOPER
The question is: what phrase is camouflaged within
Benjamin Franklin's jacket on the newer $100 bill?
camouflaged within the lapel of Benjamin Franklin's

the lapel of
What phrase is
jacket on the



newer $100 bill?

I

I

I

ALISON STEWART
WNN. abcnews. com. One, two, ready, go.

ANDERSON COOPER
Well, you know, you have to log onto the boards.

ALISON STEWART
Yes, right. Log onto the boards.

ANDERSON COOPER
You can't just e-mail to us. You have to log onto the boards.

ALISON STEWART
Right. Log onto the boards.

ANDERSON COOPER
And get onto the discussion list.
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ANDERSON COOPER, ABC NEWS
There are some serious questions this morning about the evacuation
procedures and equipment that are supposed to get you safely off an
airplane when there's trouble. ABC's JOHN MARTIN reports on a new
study that says an evacuation could be more dangerous than a crash.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) A hundred thirty-six passengers survived this American Airlines
crash and fire in Little Rock a year ago.

RANDY HILL, SURVIVOR
I was covered with jet fuel, so if I didn't get out, I was going to
burn up pretty quick.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Ten passengers did die, and Randy Hill survived only because the
cabin cracked open.

RANDY HILL
Most of the people, in the part of the plane I was in, would have
died either from the fire or the smoke inhalation. We would not have
been able to get out.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) The Safety Board acknowledged some deaths carne not from the
crash.

JAMES HALL, CHAIRMAN, NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
Tragically, most of those killed had actually survived the impact of
the collision but could not escape from the aircraft.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) The NTSB found that the vast majority of passengers escape
without injury in controlled evacuations, but in a crash, getting out
can be a major problem. Many passengers cannot lift and pullout the
60-pound emergency doors. Escape slides do not always work. In 19
evacuations where slides were deployed, seven failed, a rate the
board called unacceptable, and despite warnings and safety rules, in
emergencies, passengers often take their bags with them, slowing the
evacuation.

The board wants the FAA to take action to clarify the seat back
safety cards for passengers, consider widening exit rows from 13
inches to 20 inches, and those heavy doors, the NTSB wants one
designed perhaps like this hinged version to make it easier to get
out. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.
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PETER JENNINGS, ABC NEWS
ON THE MONEY tonight, a moment or two of gratification for millions
of taxpayers. The IRS has been audited and the Treasury Department
has found that the IRS billed thousands of taxpayers for money they'd
already paid, and failed to notify thousands more that they could get
a refund by filing a late return. ABC's JOHN MARTIN reports from
Washington.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) The audit shows the IRS owes you an estimated $25 million. How
did this happen? When you pay your taxes, the information goes to
one of ten service centers around the country. Unfortunately, the
computers do not always talk to each other. "This control weakness,"
said the audit, "made it appear that taxpayers had not made payments
toward their tax liabilities." But the IRS says the amount owed is
eight million and merely the result of technical glitches.

TEXT:
"This control weakness made it appear that ... taxpayers had not

made payments toward their tax liabilities."
OFFICER

We're modernizing our equipment. But we have got a long way to go
there, and it was definitely part of that problem.

PETER SEPP, VICE PRESIDENT, NATIONAL TAXPAYERS UNION
If the taxpayer owed the IRS money, why, the full weight of the
collections system would fall upon them. If the IRS owed the
taxpayer money, mum was the word.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) Well, almost mum, the agency does send out notices. Still ...

(OCl The IRS has more money you may not have heard about, $335
million it owes taxpayers, people who failed to file an income tax
return and apparently do not understand they could have gotten a
refund.

(Va) But almost half that will stay with Treasury because, by
the rules, it's too late for a refund. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News,
Washington.
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PETER JENNINGS, ABC NEWS
There's a hint in the McWethy report there to the opposition to the
missile defense system from all sorts of people around the country,
and for a variety of reasons, but some of the most intense criticism
comes from the scientific community. Let's take that a step further.
Here's ABC's JOHN MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(Va) The scientists who oppose missile defense give three reasons:
they say there is no credible threat, deploying it will destabilize
arms controls and it won't work. MIT professor Ted Postol says one
reason it won't work is that, in the vacuum of space, light and heavy
objects move the same way.

TECHNOLOGY
And when you're looking at it with a radar or an infrared sensor, all
you're seeing are these details of motion, which in no way is related
to whether the object is heavy or light, or a decoy or a warhead, so
you'll never be able to tell them apart.

JOHN MARTIN
has propelled dozens of scientists to CapitolThis understanding

urging a halt.
KURT GOTTFRIED,

To proceed with this would

(VO)
Hill

UNION OF CONCERNED SCIENTISTS
be a tragic error.
JOHN MARTIN

(VO) Just yesterday 50 Noble prize winners urged the president not to
go ahead. The system would offer little protection, they said, and
do grave harm to the nation's core secure interests.

(OC) They worry that a missile defense will restart the arms
race, forcing Russia and China, and possibly India and Pakistan to
expand their weapons programs.

(VO) Arms control specialists say 30 years of agreements, the
legacy of Nixon and Brezhnev, has kept the peace and must be
protected.

JOSEPH CIRINCIONE, CARNEGIE NON-PROLIFERATION PROJECT
And it would be highly risky policy to disassemble this regime hoping
that a technology might develop sometime in the next 10 years that
could actually intercept ballistic missiles.

JOHN MARTIN
So the scientists are urging the president to put missile defense to
the test not by the Pentagon, but by an independent panel of experts.
JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, the State Department.

PETER JENNINGS
While we're on the Pentagon, in Washington today, the general was
reprimanded, and he will retire. Major General Larry Smith was
accused of sexually harassing the Army's highest-ranking woman,
Lieutenant General Claudia Kennedy. When this all began, General
Smith was in line to become the Army's deputy inspector general,
responsible for investigating charges of sexual harassment.
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JACK FORD, ABC NEWS
It's a story that has parents in a small Massachusetts town trying to
deal with the unimaginable. A trusted church youth minister
suspected of being a sexual predator. Now he's under arrest, charged
with molesting two boys. He's pled not guilty to the allegations, but
residents fear there may have been many more victims. GOOD MORNING
AMERICA'S Karla Davis has more on this disturbing case.

KARLA DAVIS, ABC NEWS
(va) In Middleton, Massachusetts, school's out and kids are playing.
At first glance, this may seem like a normal summer. It is not.
That's when police arrested Christopher Reardon. The married,
28-year-old church youth minister faces at least 18 counts, including
child assault, battery, and rape. Three victims have come forward so
far, and prosecutors say there could be hundreds more. That's right,
hundreds.

SUZANNE, VICTIM'S MOTHER
A mother's worst nightmare. So much pain that just took over my
whole entire body, weak. No feeling in your body. That's what I
felt when I first found out.

KARLA DAVIS
(VO) At the center of the case is a list seized from a foot locker in
Reardon and his wife's home. The 45-page computer printout has the
names of 250 children, all boys, ages five to 14, and details about
their private parts. The discovery sent frantic parents running to
police to find out if their children were on the list.

SUZANNE
Looking at his house, knowing what went on at his house, is so
painful. I thought my children were safe with him. When he called
up and said, 'Hey, I need your son to help me at the church, I
thought it was great. 1

STEPHANIE MEEGAN, CHILD SAFETY CONSULTANT
I think one of the things that they are probably wondering about is
their own judgment about people. And they think somehow that people
that hurt children somehow look different or act a lot different.
That's very often not the case.

KARLA DAVIS
(Va) More than 600 people flocked to a public meeting to vent and ask
questions about the case and the accused. Christopher Reardon seemed
irreproachable. He was a Boy Scout leader, a swim coach at the YMCA,
a friend, a neighbor.

WILLIAM FALLON, ESSEX COUNTY ASSISTANT DISTRICT ATTORNEY
It is our, I guess, promise, that we will let people know if they
were mentioned in any part of the investigation.

KARLA DAVIS
(va) St. Agnes is the Catholic church where Reardon worked and
worshiped. Its priest, Father JOHN MARTIN, held a mass and called
for forgiveness.

FATHER JOHN MARTIN
Now we're going to try to do some healing.

KARLA DAVIS
(VO) Forgiving comes hard when investigators reveal they found a
hidden camera in the ceiling of the church rectory and a videotape.
It allegedly shows Reardon engaged in a sex act with an l1-year-old
boy. Police say he lured children with pornography on the Internet,
enticing them with easy access to what was forbidden in their own
homes. Reardon has pled not guilty to all charges against him.

(DC) There are only about 6,000 residents here. Middleton likes
to say it's a town where the policeman is still a friendly face, or
the local librarian knows the residents' favorite books. But it is
also a place where residents are now facing the possibility that



there was one thing, one huge secret they did not know.
MELISSA HOLT, REARDON NEIGHBOR

This is our reality. We can't brush it under the carpet. We need to
deal with it. We need to educate our children about it. If we hide
behind it, how will our children ever be able to deal with what
they're reading in the papers and hearing on the news, if we can't
even talk about it.

SUZANNE
These children did nothing wrong. It was Chris Reardon that did the
wrong thing here. And he's going to be punished for it. Helll pay
for what he did. So, now it's time to start the healing. My son, to
me, in my eyes, is--is a hero, because he came forward and stopped
this nightmare from happening to other children.

JACK FORD
Karla Davis joins us now.

Karla, good morning.
KARLA DAVIS

Good morning.
JACK FORD

What's next in the legal process?
KARLA DAVIS

Right now, there has been a dangerousness bond, and the judge has
determined that this defendant is a danger to the community, and
Christopher Reardon is still behind bars. The grand jury has the
case right now. If they decide there is enough evidence, they--it
will go to trial in--probably in the next six months to a year.

JACK FORD
All right. Karla, thank you very much for joining us this morning.
We appreciate it, and we'll keep in touch with you and see how the
case goes.

KARLA DAVIS
OK.

JACK FORD
Coming up now on 7--or 8:14, I should say. And straight ahead, how
to feel your very best in mind and body. Acclaimed author, Dr.
Andrew Weil joins us. That, when GOOD MORNING AMERICA continues.

(Commercial break)
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CHARLES GIBSON, ABC NEWS
With the hike in gas prices, there's been no shortage of anger
directed at the big oil companies lately. Well, one East Texas man
is taking them on over natural gas because, he says, they owe him,
and the federal government an awful lot of YOUR MONEY. Here's ABC's
JOHN MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VOl It's natural gas. You use it to cook your food, heat your home
and sometimes power your car. Americans burn natural gas for a
quarter of all the energy they use. Companies which extract and
produce it pay billions of dollars a year in royalties for the right
to take it from land they don't own.

(OCl This is where it begins, a small well with valves and dials
drawing natural gas out of the ground here in East Texas. This well
is owned by Exxon Mobil, which has a meter here. But the land is
owed by a man named Gene Wright and he has a cause here.

GENE WRIGHT, FORMER OIL AND GAS EXECUTIVE
Well, they are chiselers. I mean, what else can you call it? When
you're--when you're thieving, you're thieving it's just as simple as
that.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Wright has spent 50 years as an oil and gas engineer and
executive. He's filed a claim accusing 22 companies of holding back
$1 billion in royalties, money due not only him but federal
taxpayers, who own the biggest share of lands drilled for natural
gas. The companies agreed to base their royalties on fair market
value. But the suit says they base the value on phony discounts for
expenses, and phony sales prices, then play dumb when it's time to
pay.

GENE WRIGHT
'We don't understand. You made it so hard for us to do this.' And
they haven't made it hard for them to do it. They just don't want to
do it.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) That's why the Justice Department has just joined Wright against
Mobil, Shell and Burlington. Shell issued a statement saying it pays
what it owes. Exxon Mobil, Burlington and the Independent Petroleum
Association did not return calls.

GENE WRIGHT
They have not lived up to their obligation to the government.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) And that obligation, by Wright's estimate, now totals $1 billion
in unpaid royalties over the last ten years. It's YOUR MONEY. JOHN
MARTIN, ABC News, Gilmer, Texas.

CHARLES GIBSON
And next on the broadcast, the HMO's that are so late in paying their
bills. We'll take A CLOSER LOOK at what this means for their
patients.

(Commercial break)
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PETER JENNINGS, ABC NEWS
Finally this evening, the credit card company and the political
candidate. Now you could be the best known politician in the land and
still have a hard time getting the public's attention. The search
for a clever idea is never ending. Imagine that you are Ralph Nader,
the consumer advocate running for president trying to get attention.
And then Nader's team thought of MasterCard. Imagine the
possibilities. Here is ABC's JOHN MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) Ralph Nader has always been unconventional, and so is his TV ad.

OFFSCREEN VOICE
(From ad) Campaign ads filled with half truths, $10 million. Promises
to special interest groups, over $10 billion. Finding out the truth,
priceless.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) Does the wording sound familiar?

OFFSCREEN VOICE
(From ad) Their first big league ball game, priceless.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) If you guessed that MasterCard, the credit card company whose
commercials Nader is imitating, feels flattered, guess again.

LARRY FLANAGAN, VICE PRESIDENT, MASTERCARD NORTH AMERICA
It's our campaign. It's trademarked. They should come up with a
unique idea.

RALPH NADER, GREEN PARTY PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE
MasterCard should lighten up. They're taking their name "Master" too
seriously.

JOHN MARTIN
MasterCard is taking it seriously enough to sue for $5 million,
calling it copyright infringement. The ad's creator calls it ironic.

BILL HILLSMAN, PRESIDENT, NORTH WOODS ADVERTISING
It just defies belief. Ralph Nader doesn't even carry any credit
cards.

JOHN MARTIN
Bill Hillsman has used humor before. Helping Minnesota Professor
Paul Wellstone become a senator by lampooning his opponent as someone
who is never around.

(Clip from ad)
JACOB WEISBERG, SLATE MAGAZINE

It is so unusual to find an ad that's humorous, that uses parody,
that is a little subversive.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Subversive? Not for Nader who won sympathy 34 years ago for
standing up to General Motors when it sent a private detective after
him.

RALPH NADER
It would be in their best interest of MasterCard to withdraw the
suit. But, you know, corporations aren't smart that way.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) For Nader, this episode is worthy of an ad. The publicity he is
getting, priceless. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.

PETER JENNINGS
That is our report on WORLD NEWS TONIGHT. Our 24-hour coverage of
the Democratic convention continues at abcnews.com with Sam
Donaldson's Webcast right after this one. We'll, of course, be back
in prime time with the ABC News team to listen with you to this big
speech that Al Gore's going to make to this convention, but much more
importantly, to the country tonight. As we've said, there has been
all sorts of analysis and speculation about what it will be like and
how he has to do. We hope that you will tune in for yourselves to



find out. Don't forget "Nightline" as well. I'm Peter Jennings,
have a good evening, good night from Los Angeles.
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STEVE OSUNSAMI, ABC NEWS
Finally this half hour, imitation may be the sincerest form of
flattery, but it also may be grounds for a lawsuit. That's what
MasterCard thinks. Ralph Nader, the Green Party presidential
candidate, liked MasterCard's priceless ads so much he decided to
imitate them. Here's ABC's JOHN MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) Ralph Nader has always been unconventional, and so is his TV ad.

OFFSCREEN VOICE
(From Ralph Nader political commercial) Campaign ads filled with half
truths, $10 million. Promises to special interest groups, over $10
billion. Finding out the truth, priceless.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) Does the wording sound familiar?

ANNOUNCER
(From Master Card TV commercial) Their first big league ball game,
priceless.

JOHN MARTIN
(VOl If you guessed that MasterCard, the credit card company whose
commercials Nader is imitating, feels flattered, guess again.

LARRY FLANAGAN, VICE PRESIDENT, MASTERCARD NORTH AMERICA
It's our campaign. It's trademarked. They should come up with a
unique idea.

RALPH NADER, GREEN PARTY PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE
MasterCard should lighten up. They're taking their name "Master" too
seriously.

JOHN MARTIN
MasterCard is taking it seriously enough to sue for $5 million,
calling it copyright infringement. The ad's creator calls it ironic.

BILL HILLSMAN, PRESIDENT, NORTH WOODS ADVERTISING
It just defies belief. Ralph Nader doesn't even carry any credit
cards.

JOHN MARTIN
Bill Hillsman has used humor before, helping Minnesota Professor Paul
Wells tone become a senator by lampooning his opponent as someone who
is never around.

(Clip from Wellstone political commercial is shown)
JACOB WEISBERG, SLATE MAGAZINE

It is so unusual to find an ad that's humorous, that uses parody,
that's a little subversive.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Subversive? Not for Nader who won sympathy 34 years ago for
standing up to General Motors when it sent a private detective after
him.

RALPH NADER
It would be in the best interest of MasterCard to withdraw the suit.
But, you know, corporations aren't smart that way.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) For Nader, this episode is worthy of an ad. The publicity he is
getting, priceless. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.

STEVE OSUNSAMI
I'm Steve Osunsarni. Thanks for watching WORLD NEWS THIS MORNING.
Have a great day.
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LIZ CHO, ABC NEWS
They say imitation is the sincerest form of flattery. But others say
there's a fine line between adoration and outright theft. One of the
presidential candidates may be walking that line. The man who helped
knock out the Corvair is now in trouble with a credit card company.
No, he doesn't have bad credit. But he is accused of not giving
credit where credit is due. The issue isn't about money but about a
message. When is an idea truly priceless. Here's ABC's JOHN MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
{VOl Ralph Nader has always been unconventional, and so is his TV ad.

1ST OFFSCREEN VOICE
(From Ralph Nader campaign ad) Campaign ads filled with half truths,
$10 million. Promises to special interest groups, over $10 billion.
Finding out the truth, priceless.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Does the wording sound familiar?

2ND OFFSCREEN VOICE
(From MasterCard commercial) Their first big league ball game,
priceless.

JOHN MARTIN
{VOl If you guessed that MasterCard, the credit card company whose
commercials Nader is imitating, feels flattered, guess again.

LARRY FLANAGAN, VICE PRESIDENT, MASTERCARD NORTH AMERICA
It's our campaign. It's trademark. And they should come up with a
unique idea.

RALPH NADER, GREEN PARTY PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE
MasterCard should lighten up. They're taking their name "Mas terti too
seriously.

JOHN MARTIN
{VOl MasterCard takes it seriously enough to sue for $5 million,
calling it copyright infringement. The ad's creator calls it ironic.

BILL HILLSMAN, PRESIDENT, NORTH WOODS ADVERTISING
It just defies belief. Ralph Nader doesn't even carry any credit
cards.

JOHN MARTIN
Bill Hillsman has used humor before, helping Minnesota professor Paul
Wellstone become a senator by lampooning his opponent as someone who
is never around.

(Clip from campaign ad)
JACOB WEISBERG, SLATE MAGAZINE

It's so unusual to find an ad that's humorous, that uses parody, that
is a little subversive.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Subversive? Not for Nader who won sympathy 34 years ago for
standing up to General Motors when it sent a private detective after
him.

RALPH NADER
It would be in the best interest of MasterCard to withdraw the suit.
But, you know, corporations aren't smart that way.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) For Nader, this episode is worthy of an ad. The publicity he's
getting, priceless. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.

STEVE OSUNSAMI, ABC NEWS
All right. A couple of different e-mails I've gotten. Questions.
Folks who want to know about my last name. Yes, it is Nigerian.
Let's see, 'When are Anderson and Alison coming back?'

LIZ CHO
I think Alison is coming back next week. She's got a couple of days
off. Anderson is still on vacation.

STEVE OSUNSAMI



LIZ CHO
Yeah.

The week after.
STEVE OSUNSAMI

The week after. OK.
LIZ CHO

The week after. Still on vacation.
STEVE OSUNSAMI

I leave this morning to go back to Atlanta.
And someone asked us to say happy birthday to Nimisch (ph).

LIZ CHO
Happy birthday.

STEVE OSUNSAMI
Turns 18 tomorrow. So, happy birthday. That's news.

LIZ CHO
That's news for this half hour.

STEVE OSUNSAMI
Corning up, more news from ABC.

(Commercial break)
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CHARLES GIBSON, ABC NEWS
There is a looming energy crisis in this country. Because of the
strong economy, we're all, as a country, consuming more fuel. Crude
oil prices have shot up this week, and heating oil is at its highest
price in ten years. So, after a summer of skyrocketing electricity
bills, it's going to be a very expensive winter. Here's ABC's JOHN
MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) If you heat your home with oil, if you cool it with electricity,
if you cook with natural gas, and if you fuel your car with
gasoline--and who doesn't--hold on to your wallets. Supplies are
growing tighter with the risk that prices are going higher. Crude
oil hovers at $30 a barrel on the New York Mercantile Exchange. It
has been staying in a price range not seen since the Gulf War nine
years ago.

(OC) How did we get to this point? Oil prices collapsed in the
late '90s, reducing investment in exploration and production, but
now, with the economy booming, American consumers and factories are
using more oil. So are Europeans and Asians, making the oil supply
even tighter. When supplies are tight, prices go up. Natural gas
prices are jumping, too. After that pipeline exploded in New Mexico,
they spiked again and for the year they are now up as much as 50
percent.

SKIP HORVATH, NATURAL GAS SUPPLY ASSOCIATION
Producers are working flat out, working as fast as they can to pull
that gas out of the ground.

JOHN MILLER
(VO) But Energy Department officials say that might not be fast
enough to head off even more natural gas price increases by year's
end.

MARK MAZUR, ENERGY INFORMATION ADMINISTRATION
The safety net, or safety cushion, is--is almost eliminated when you
have low inventories, and so if things break, if a refinery goes
down, if you have a very prolonged cold snap, that could show up in
higher prices.

JOHN MILLER
(VO) Increased electricity prices have already shown up in
California, where inefficiencies in moving power to consumers have
caused such high prices that even the president is concerned.

PRESIDENT BILL CLINTON
I've heard reports of senior citizens on fixed incomes being forced
to choose between medicine and air conditioning.

JOHN MILLER
(VO) Energy analyst Daniel Yergin sees tight conditions that could
lead to disruptions, not as bad as the '70s, but formidable
nonetheless.

DANIEL YERGIN, CAMBRIDGE ENERGY RESEARCH ASSOCIATION
We're in something that is a very big economic story that can touch
everybody's lives.

JOHN MILLER
(VO) So buckle up, hope there are few frigid temperatures this winter
and no other acts of nature that might strain an already fragile
supply of energy. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.
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CHARLES GIBSON, ABC NEWS
It was another day of blistering heat in the South during their
record dry spell. In Shreveport, Louisiana, the temperature hit 107
degrees; 102 in El Dorado, Arkansas; 103 in Dallas. And weather
forecasters say that it rained so much in the Northeast this summer
that rivers are flowing very high. Reservoirs are nearly full and a
hurricane could cause serious flooding. In the last three months,
for instance, Boston received 14 inches of rain; New York City got
15.8; Washington, DC, 13 1/2 inches.

A non-profit trade group said today that teachers each spend on
average $450 a year of their own money on classroom items. That's a
lot of cash for anyone trying to get by on a teacher's salary. But
if schools won't pick up the bill, it seems the cash~strapped
teachers can't resist. Here's ABC's JOHN MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
{VOl Joan Smith has taught little kids in kindergarten for 29 years
here in San Diego. For the new term, she buys them supplies the
school does not provide and the children cannot afford. By year's
end, she figures it will cost her 3,000 to $5,000 out of her $63,000
salary.

JOAN SMITH, KINDERGARTEN TEACHER
It seems as if every year there is less and less money for supplies
that the school can afford.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) By one estimate, half a million teachers take money out of their
own pockets every year to cover costs school budgets don't cover.
Lori Place is a first-year teacher spending $1,000 to $3,000 for
supplies out of a salary of only $34,000.

LORI PLACE, SECOND GRADE TEACHER
I have chosen to do this job for the kids.

JOHN MARTIN
{VOl It's not any different in this affluent area around Tampa,
Florida.

SUSANNAH WILLIS, NINTH GRADE TEACHER
There are resources available to the school but--from the school, but
most teachers choose to go above and beyond what the school can
offer.

JOHN MARTIN
{VOl Last year, teachers in San Francisco got so fed up they staged a
protest to get schools to spend more money.

1ST WOMAN
Do we have adequate supplies?

GROUP
(In unison) No.

JOHN MARTIN
The practice of teachers paying for school supplies is now so
widespread, companies are looking for their business, and yours, too.

2ND WOMAN
Office Depot is crediting 5 percent of your back-to-school purchase
to the school of your choice.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Governor Bush promises to let teachers deduct up to $400 a year
for supplies. Vice President Gore promises pay raises. The
teachers' union favors better pay. And if the money doesn't show up?

SANDRA FELDMAN, AMERICAN FEDERATION OF TEACHERS
Teachers love children. That's why they go into teaching. And they
can't bear to see the children without their needs met.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) So if neither the legislatures nor cities nor counties nor
candidates deliver, you can bet those teachers will come up with the



hard-earned cash.
Washington.

It's only money, right? JOHN MARTIN, ABC News,

CHARLES GIBSON
And when we return, another step toward artificial life. Robots that
make other robots.

(Commercial break)



Document 1D: OVN00090101
Library: NEWS-NY

Asset Type: Transcript
Air Date, 2000-09-01

_________________________ Segment Number: 3 -------------------------
Story Name: Teachers buying supplies school does not provide and children cannot afford
Air Date: 2000-09-01

Start Time: 02:07:53
End Time: 00:00:00
Run Time: 00:00:00
Anchor: Anderson Cooper / Alison Stewart, New York, New York, USA

Correspondent: JOHN MARTIN, WASHINGTON, DC, USA
Content: 02:07:53

Prepared by Burrelle's Information Services,
which takes sale responsibility for accuracy of transcription

ANDERSON COOPER, ABC NEWS
Well, it is September, back-to-school time for teachers and students,
of course. And for many teachers, starting a new school year means
more than just preparing lesson plans. Here's ABC's JOHN MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) Joan Smith has taught little kids in kindergarten for 29 years
here in San Diego. For the new term, she buys them supplies the
school does not provide and the children cannot afford. By year's
end, she figures it will cost her 3,000 to $5,000 out of her $63,000
salary.

JOAN SMITH, KINDERGARTEN TEACHER
It seems as if every year, there's less and less money for supplies
that the school can afford.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) By one estimate, half a million teachers take money out of their
own pockets every year to cover costs school budgets don't cover.
Lori Place is a first~year teacher spending $1,000 to $3,000 for
supplies out of a salary of only $34,000.

LORI PLACE, SECOND GRADE TEACHER
I have chosen to do this job for the kids.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) It's not any different in this affluent area around Tampa,
Florida.

SUSANNAH WILLIS, NINTH GRADE TEACHER
There are resources available to the school but--from the school, but
most teachers choose to go above and beyond what the school can
offer.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Last year, teachers in San Francisco got so fed up they staged a
protest to get schools to spend more money.

WOMAN
Do we have adequate supplies?

GROUP
(In unison) No.

JOHN MARTIN
The practice of teachers paying for school supplies is now so
widespread, companies are looking for their business, and yours, too.

OFF SCREEN VOICE
(From Office Depot Ad) Office Depot is crediting 5 percent of your
back-to-school purchase to the school of your choice.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Governor Bush promises to let teachers deduct up to $400 a year
for supplies. Vice President Gore promises pay raises. The teachers
union favors better pay. And if the money doesn't show up?

SANDRA FELDMAN, AMERICAN FEDERATION OF TEACHERS
Teachers love children. That's why they go into teaching. And they
can't bear to see the children without their needs met.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) So if neither the legislatures nor cities nor counties nor
candidates deliver, you can bet those teachers will corne up with the
hard-earned cash. It's only money, right? JOHN MARTIN, ABC News,
Washington.

ALISON STEWART, ABC NEWS
Those are some dedicated teachers.

ANDERSON COOPER
They certainly are.

ALISON STEWART
I had a couple of friends who are teachers. Use to go out ...

ANDERSON COOPER
Your mom's a teacher.



Amazing.
ALISON STEWART

ALISON STEWART
Who still go--yeah, yeah. She's in a school that luckily has had
enough--enough money to provide supplies. But I know a teacher in
the Bronx who regularly goes out of his own pocket.

ANDERSON COOPER
Really.

ALISON STEWART
Yeah, he does. And he doesn't make a whole lot of money himself, so.

ANDERSON COOPER

It's tough.
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PETER JENNINGS, ABC NEWS
Having just spent two weeks on the farm, we are reminded again what a
tough life farming can be. We heard one farmer on the radio say he
took it easy on Labor Day. He didn't start working until almost 7
AM. It is, we all know, a way of life for fewer people every year.
Tonight we're going to take A CLOSER LOOK at what it means these days
to be a tobacco farmer. The decline in smoking and the enormous
settlement between the cigarette companies and the states have put
tobacco farmers in a rough place. Eight years ago, there were almost
900,000 acres of tobacco. Today, there are fewer than 500,000.

TEXT:
ACRES OF TOBACCO
1992 831,231
2000 493,740
(estimated)

PETER JENNINGS
ABC's JOHN MARTIN reports tonight on two states with very different
plans to help the farmers who are left.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) This is Buddy Hance's last tobacco crop, his last harvest, the
last time his workers will hang the leaves in his barns to dry here
in southern Maryland.

BUDDY HANCE
Farming's not just a job, you know, farming is a--is a way of life.
And we're getting ready to give that up.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) After 300 years of growing tobacco, the state is paying its
farmers, including the Hances, to get out of the business. An
average farmer will get $10,000 a year for 10 years to quit growing
tobacco.

(OC) So what can replace one of the world's most profitable
crops? Buddy Hance is looking for a substitute, something that he
can fill this entire field with, perhaps berries, the kind that
people come and pick. Still, there's no guarantee that it will bring
in as much money.

(VO) The money to tide them over while they find a new crop
totals about $90 million and comes from the state's share of the
tobacco settlement.

(OC) These farmers will never ever again plant tobacco?
BOBBY SWANN, CALVERT COUNTY COMMISSIONER

That's the intent of the program. If they accept the buyout, then
they leave the tobacco business forever.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) This is happening because the governor and the legislature made
a political decision to get the state's 900 tobacco farmers out of
tobacco.

GOVERNOR PARRIS GLENDENING, DEMOCRAT, MARYLAND
This will close the book on Maryland's history as a tobacco state.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) That's not the way it will be done in North Carolina, which
grows more tobacco than any other state. Like tobacco farmers
everywhere, North Carolina's are hurting from low tobacco prices,
rising labor costs and declining demand in America. So here, the
state is taking $2 billion from its tobacco settlement and giving the
money to its 11,000 tobacco farmers to tide them over while they look
for someplace else to sell it. So this very week, Chinese scientists
are here looking and asking about yields and quality. North Carolina
and its farmers are more interested in their own livelihood than any
potential health problems their crops may cause. One congressman
says the China option is a godsend.



REPRESENTATIVE BOB ETHERIDGE, DEMOCRAT, NORTH CAROLINA
This is the largest market in the world and it really holds out a lot
of the hope for our farmers.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) So export or buyout? Two solutions to the same problem of what
to do with American tobacco. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Calvert County,
Maryland.

PETER JENNINGS
A CLOSER LOOK at changing times.

When we come back, some of the day's other news, including the
bad news about the scooter.

(Commercial break)

I
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PETER JENNINGS, ABC NEWS
Having just spent two weeks on the farm, we are reminded again what a
tough life farming can be. We heard one farmer on the radio say he
took it easy on Labor Day. He didn't start working until almost 7
AM. It is, we all know, a way of life for fewer people every year.
Tonight we're going to take A CLOSER LOOK at what it means these days
to be a tobacco farmer. The decline in smoking and the enormous
settlement between the cigarette companies and the states have put
tobacco farmers in a rough place. Eight years ago, there were almost
900,000 acres of tobacco. Today, there are fewer than 500,000.

TEXT:
ACRES OF TOBACCO
1992 831,231
2000 493,740
(estimated)

PETER JENNINGS
ABC's JOHN MARTIN reports tonight on two states with very different
plans to help the farmers who are left.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) This is Buddy Hance's last tobacco crop, his last harvest, the
last time his workers will hang the leaves in his barns to dry here
in southern Maryland.

BUDDY HANCE
Farming's not just a job, you know, farming is a--is a way of life.
And we're getting ready to give that up.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) After 300 years of growing tobacco, the state is paying its
farmers, including the Hances, to get out of the business. An
average farmer will get $10,000 a year for 10 years to quit growing
tobacco.

(OC) So what can replace one of the world's most profitable
crops? Buddy Hance is looking for a substitute, something that he
can fill this entire field with, perhaps berries, the kind that
people come and pick. Still, there's no guarantee that it will bring
in as much money.

(VO) The money to tide them over while they find a new crop
totals about $90 million and comes from the state's share of the
tobacco settlement.

(OC) These farmers will never ever again plant tobacco?
BOBBY SWANN, CALVERT COUNTY COMMISSIONER

That's the intent of the program. If they accept the buyout, then
they leave the tobacco business forever.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) This is happening because the governor and the legislature made
a political decision to get the state's 900 tobacco farmers out of
tobacco.

GOVERNOR PARRIS GLENDENING, DEMOCRAT, MARYLAND
This will close the book on Maryland's history as a tobacco state.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) That's not the way it will be done in North Carolina, which
grows more tobacco than any other state. Like tobacco farmers
everywhere, North Carolina's are hurting from low tobacco prices,
rising labor costs and declining demand in America. So here, the
state is taking $2 billion from its tobacco settlement and giving the
money to its 11,000 tobacco farmers to tide them over while they look
for someplace else to sell it. So this very week, Chinese scientists
are here looking and asking about yields and quality. North Carolina
and its farmers are more interested in their own livelihood than any
potential health problems their crops may cause. One congressman
says the China option is a godsend.



REPRESENTATIVE BOB ETHERIDGE, DEMOCRAT, NORTH CAROLINA
This is the largest market in the world and it really holds out a lot
of the hope for our farmers.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) So export or buyout? Two solutions to the same problem of what
to do with American tobacco. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Calvert County,
Maryland.

PETER JENNINGS
A CLOSER LOOK at changing times.

When we come back, some of the day's other news, including the
bad news about the scooter.

(Commercial break)
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PETER JENNINGS, ABC NEWS
We're going to take A CLOSER LOOK tonight at the government agency
that has been roundly criticized today for not at least being more
aware that Ford and Firestone had a tire problem which might have got
them off the road sooner. The National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration, NHTSA for short, has wrestled with this issue before.
In 1978, Firestone recalled 14 1/2 million tires, which is still the
largest recall ever. In that case, a particular tire was linked to
41 deaths, which raises the question of why NHTSA didn't do at least
as well this time. Here's ABC's JOHN MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(Va) Does this seem familiar? News reports of hearings.

WOMAN
For months, the subcommittee heard about tires like these, stories of
blowouts that caused injuries and deaths.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Corporate denials.

JOHN FLOBERG, FORMER FIRESTONE EXECUTIVE
We believe there is no sound basis for the preliminary finding of
safety-related defect.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) After the Firestone tire recall of 1978, the government
responded with proposals, tire pressure indicators on dashboards, ID
numbers to trace tires' origin, a better recall system. Joan
Claybrook headed the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
during the Carter administration.

ADMINISTRATION, ADMINISTRATOR
My philosophy was that if I was a tough, hard-nosed enforcement
agent, then the auto industry would behave.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) So the agency fined Firestone $800,000, the most allowed under
the law. It looked like it meant business. Then came the Reagan
administration. They had a very different philosophy. The reforms
that grew from the 1978 recall were scrapped. The agency budget was
cut 49 percent. The staff of the defects office has remained the same
over the last 20 years.

Fifteen to 20 investigators to seek out defects for 140 million
vehicles?

HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SAFETY ADMINISTRATION
Yes, that's true, and the number of vehicles recalled in the last
several years has run between 15 and 20 million vehicles.

JOHN MARTIN
Equally important is what has not happened. The government's system
for discovering and reporting defects remains completely dependent on
the auto industry.

MICHAEL BROWNLEE
The system simply can't exist unless manufacturers are responsive to
the questions that it's asked, they must answer those questions fully
and truthfully.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) So after all the Reagan era cuts, the agency is also hobbled at
times by Congress. Some say Capitol Hill meddles too much. Senate
Transportation chairman, Richard Shelby defends congressional
attention but blames the companies for the current crisis.

SENATOR RICHARD SHELBY, CHAIRMAN, TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE
I think how we got here was the failure of Firestone/Bridgestone and
Ford to divulge critical information to the American public.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) So after 30 years, the government and the industry are still
struggling to find the right relationship with pUblic safety hanging



in the balance. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.
PETER JENNINGS

You can also guess that this tire recall has started something of a
blame game between the government, Firestone/Bridgestone and Ford.
Abcnews.com has a detailed description of where everybody stands or
at least says they stand.

When we corne back, the mafia turncoat.
(Commercial break)
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PETER JENNINGS, ABC NEWS
Here in New York today, President Clinton met with Chinese President
Jiang Zemin before the close of the UN millennial summit. They
talked about Chinese repression of religious groups and President
Jiang denied it was a problem.

Well, there was a catastrophic explosion today in the city of
Urumqi in Western China. Early reports from the official Chinese
news agency, say at least 100 people were killed when a truck
carrying explosives blew up. This is a region of China that has a
very large Muslim population agitating for greater freedom.

The White House drug office has blamed the International Olympic
Committee for allowing the illegal use of drugs among athletes to
reach what the drug Czar's office calls record proportions. Here's
ABC's JOHN MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) As teams began arriving in Australia today, the report says
estimates of doping among athletes ranged from three percent overall
to 80 to 90 percent in some sports.

SUSAN FOSTER, COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY
The incentives in Olympic sports today are, in fact, a guaranteed
recipe for wide-spread doping.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) The report describes a dizzying array of drugs, some plainly
illegal such as amphetamines, cocaine and marijuana. Some legal for
medical use but banned by sports officials, including anabolic
steroids and human growth hormones. Experts cite cyclists, swimmers,
weight lifters and track and field athletes as among the most
frequent abusers, but the report says there are no reliable numbers.

(OC) The report accuses International Olympic Committee
officials of failing to establish effective doping controls and it
lays the blame at the feet of President Juan Antonio Sarnaranch.

PROFESSOR JOHN HOBERMAN, UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS
Either he is incompetent to wield the power that he does or he has
been covering up along with more knowledgeable officials.

JOHN MARTIN
officials rejected today's report and saidInternational Olympic

testing has improved.
FRANCOIS CARRARD, INTERNATIONAL OLYMPIC COMMITTEE

Everybody concerned is fighting against doping.
JOHN MARTIN

report indicates, is far from over and sUbject
and political pressures. JOHN MARTIN, ABC

(VO)
drug

(VO) A fight, today's
to enormous financial
News, Washington.
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PETER JENNINGS, ABC NEWS
In New Mexico today, the formal end to what many people in the
country, certainly in government, believe is a very sad chapter. The
government's case against the nuclear scientist Wen Ho Lee has been
coming apart for weeks. The government had claimed that he, the
Chinese American, had done tremendous damage to the national
security. But now, after a plea bargain, he will go free, and the
question is whether the government ever really had a case. Here's
ABC's Barry Serafin.

BARRY SERAFIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) The government calls the agreement a victory. That is not a
view widely shared.

STEVEN AFTERGOOD, FEDERATION OF AMERICAN SCIENTISTS
This is hardly a victory. It's more of a disgrace.

JOHN MARTIN, FORMER JUSTICE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL
The handling of this case has been a disservice to the American
public and to the defendant.

BARRY SERAFIN
(VO) The deal is a dramatic turnaround for the government, which,
just months ago, alleged that Lee had stolen the crown jewels of the
nuclear weapons program with the intent of giving them to a foreign
power. But the government never had any evidence of espionage.

WEN HO LEE, FORMER LOS ALAMOS PHYSICIST
I never gave any classified information to any unauthorized person.

BARRY SERAFIN
(VO) And Lee was never formally charged with spying. But he was
charged with 59 counts of mishandling nuclear secrets and spent 275
days in prison.

STEVEN AFTERGOOD
It's scandalous. This is a man who has spent nine months in solitary
confinement without a trial and without a conviction of any crime.

BARRY SERAFIN
(VO) The government's case began to crumble last month at a bail
hearing where experts testified that most of the information that Lee
improperly handled was already known. And an FBI agent recanted
testimony that Lee had been deceptive with co-workers.

JOHN MARTIN
"Oops" is a word that should not be in the vocabulary of a government
witness in a major criminal trial.

BARRY SERAFIN
Justice Department officials insist the government has won because
Lee now will be compelled to disclose what happened to seven missing
computer tapes. But some members of Congress are not impressed.

SENATOR ARLEN SPECTER, REPUBLICAN, PENNSYLVANIA
The incompetence of the Department of Justice is obvious.

BARRY SERAFIN
(VO) There are still unanswered questions about why Lee downloaded
sensitive weapons data, but even more questions about how a case that
began with such fanfare ended so quietly. Barry Serafin, ABC News,
Washington.

PETER JENNINGS
There are many people who believe, and they are not just in the
Asian-American community, that Wen Ho Lee was more easily singled out
because he is Chinese American. Here's Judy Muller.

MAN
But they blame the necessity of the ...

JUDY MULLER, ABC NEWS
(VO) The last year and a half, the reaction of Asian Americans to the
case of Wen Ho Lee has been, in a word, outrage from legal experts ...

STEWART KWOH (ASIAN PACIFIC AMERICAN LEGAL CENTER)



Is the fear of China, is the fear of spying, so great in the United
States that we get rid of due process and just find a convenient
scapegoat?

JUDY MULLER
{VOl ...and human rights experts.

DAPHNE KWOK, ORGANIZATION OF CHINESE AMERICANS
We are constantly perceived as Americanized foreigners and that
somehow our loyalties lie somewhere else other than the United
States.

JUDY MULLER
Many in the Chinese-American community believe the Wen Ho Lee case
uncovered institutionalized racism and they wonder why the rest of
the country seems so apathetic.

CHARLIE SIE, RETIRED ENGINEER
I assume peoples (sic) are thinking that, you know, in the national
security, anything goes. For instance, when they lock up (sic) the
Japanese, you know, at the beginning of World War II, nobody raised
any hell, right?

JUDY MULLER
{VOl Lee was investigated because of two criteria.
a classified warhead and he had traveled to China.
head of counterintelligence at Los Alamos Labs said
fit those criteria.

ROBERT VROOMAN, FORMER COUNTERINTELLIGENCE CHIEF
They stopped looking at other people, in my opinion, because
ethnic Chinese. They figured the Chinese would only recruit
ethnic Chinese.

He had access to
But the former
many others also

he
an

was

JUDY MULLER
(VO) Vrooman calls that decision stupid and misguided, but Chinese

Americans call it racism. Government labs have already seen a sharp
decline in applications, a trend that could hurt America.

HELEN CHEN, UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA-BERKELEY
I feel that if I work for the FBI in a technical department and
because I look Chinese, I'll get singled out and people will
automatically think I'm going to spy and leak out information.

JUDY MULLER
(VO) That kind of talent drain, say scientists, could do real damage
to the national defense. Judy Muller, ABC News, Los Angeles.
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PETER JENNINGS, ABC NEWS
We are going to begin this evening with marketing violence to
children, and trying to make it a bigger issue in the presidential
campaign. After the killings at Columbine High School in Colorado in
April last year, the president and the Congress told the Federal
Trade Commission to study how the entertainment industry markets its
product to children. The FTC has done that. And in its report,
released today, the government says the industry says one thing and
does another. Our first report is from ABC's JOHN MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) This is what video game makers think they can sell to a
12-year-old child. This is what movie makers sell to 11-year-olds.
They do this by buying ads on TV programs they know kids this age
watch. All this to market adult-rated movies and games to children
who are not supposed to see them. Today, the government said
companies subvert their own ratings to sell directly to children
behind their parents' backs.

ROBERT PITOFSKY, CHAIRMAN, FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION
I'll tell you, if there's anything that surprised me, it was the
level of violence of some of those video garnes, blood and gore, blood
and gore.

JOHN MARTIN
What are your favorite games?

1ST BOY
Perfect Dark.

2ND BOY
Diablo II.

3RD BOY
Half-Life.

JOHN MARTIN
All violent?

1ST BOY
Oh, yeah.

3RD BOY
That's correct.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) The FTC supplied company documents. For an R-rated movie for
18-year-olds and above, a memo reads, "Our goal was to make sure
everyone between the ages of 12-18 was exposed to the film." For an
M, or mature-rated video game for 17-year-olds and above, a marketing
official wrote, "The recommended media target audience is males, 12
to 17." For another M-rated game, a memo says that, while the company
publicly sells to males 17 to 34, "the true target is males, 12-34."

(OC) The companies target 12- to 17-year-olds because they've
got money to buy these videos and movies. And besides, the earlier
you hook them, the longer they buy your products. Daphne White leads
a parents' group fighting the companies. She cites a toy, Duke
Nukem, from this video game.

DAPHNE WHITE, LION AND LAMB PROJECT
It's not the kind of thing that's rated for children, yet it's being
marketed to children.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) The trade association said they, too, want to keep adult
materials out of children's hands and that it's parents who ignore
the labels.

DOUG LOWENSTEIN, INTERACTIVE DIGITAL SOFTWARE ASSOCIATION
Obviously, the FTC uncovered examples where companies were violating
our advertising codes.

JOHN MARTIN
(VOl The companies argue they need time to do a better job policing



themselves. What today's report suggests is that the government is
watching very closely now and losing patience. JOHN MARTIN, ABC
News, Washington.
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ALISON STEWART, ABC NEWS
The report was ordered last year by President Clinton, following the
Columbine High School attack. It suggests the entertainment industry
markets violent video games, movies and music to children, even
though they are rated as adult material. Here's ABC's JOHN MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) This is what video game makers think they can sell to a
12-year-old child. This is what movie makers sell to 11-year-olds.
They do this by buying ads on TV programs they know kids this age
watch. All this to market adult-rated movies and games to children
who are not supposed to see them. The government said companies
subvert their own ratings to sell directly to children behind their
parents' backs.

ROBERT PITOFSKY, CHAIRMAN, FEDERAL TRAOE COMMISSION
I tell you, if there was anything that surprised me, it was the level
of violence of some of those video games. Blood and gore, blood and
gore.

Your favorite video game?
JOHN MARTIN

1ST BOY

2ND BOY

3RD BOY

JOHN MARTIN
1ST BOY

2ND BOY

3RD BOY

Perfect Dark.

Diablo 2.

Half Life.

All violent?

Yes.

Oh, yeah.

Correct.
JOHN MARTIN

(Va) The FTC supplied company documents for an R-rated movie for
18-year-olds and above. A memo reads, "our goal was to make sure
everyone between the ages of 12 and 18 was exposed to the film." For
an M, or mature rated video game for 17-year-olds and above, a
marketing official wrote, "the recorrunended media target audience is
males, 12 to 17." For another M rated game, a memo says that while
the company publicly sells to males, 17 to 34, "the true target is
males 12 to 34.ft

(Oe) The companies target 12- to 17-year-olds because they've
got money to buy these videos and movies. And besides, the earlier
you hook them, the longer they buy your products.

(VO) Daphne White leads a parents group fighting the companies.
She sites a toy, Duke Nuke 'em, from this video game.

DAPHNE WHITE, THE LION AND LAMB PROJECT
It's not the kind of thing that's rated for children, yet it's being
marketed to children.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) The trade association said they too want to keep adult materials
out of children's hands and that it's parents who ignore the labels.

DOUG LOWENSTEIN, INTERACTIVE DIGITAL SOFTWARE ASSOCIATION
Obviously the FTC uncovered an example where companies were violating
our advertising code.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) The companies argue they need time to do a better job policing
themselves. The government is watching very closely now and losing
patience. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.



ANDERSON COOPER, ABC NEWS
President Clinton endorsed the FTC's report and criticized the
entertainment industry for its marketing practices. The report also
caught the attention of both presidential candidates with Al Gore
warning that if the industry doesn't change its practices, helll call
for government sanctions.

VICE PRESIDENT AL GORE
Nobody's for censorship. We have a First Amendment and we're going
to respect and protect the First Amendment. But parents have a right
to playa meaningful role in sheltering their children from adult and
mature material and explicit violence.

GOVERNOR GEORGE W BUSH, REPUBLICAN, PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE
As I recall, there was a report last year that came out and he had an
opportunity to stand up and--and take the same position but chose not
to. Now that we're coming close to election, maybe he's changed his
tune. There's no question we need to reduce the amount of violence
that our children see on the screen.

ANDERSON COOPER
Bush also pointed out that Gore's campaign has received millions of
dollars in donations from the entertainment industry.
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ANDERSON COOPER, ABC NEWS
With the general election just eight weeks away, the debate over
violence in entertainment is taking center stage in the race for
president. The Democrats are threatening a crackdown on the media
which they suspect of peddling violence to children. Media companies
say that claim is not true, but Democrats are pointing to a scathing
report from the Federal Trade Commission as their proof, and it is
with that report that we begin our coverage. Here's ABC's JOHN
MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(Va) The government says these companies are marketing their products
directly to underage children behind their parents' backs. They are
releasing documents that show company officials boldly admitting
their real targets are 12-year-olds, and these are videos that are
M-rated for mature audiences, or movies that are R-rated for kids
that are 17 or 18 at the very least.

Now, in their defense, the trade associations say they don't
condone this. They are policing their act. And they say one more
thing: parents buy most of the videos and most of the movies in this
country.

(OC) What's not clear is how many parents buy R-rated movies for
their kids. What this report suggests is that the government is now
watching very closely and is losing patience. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News,
Washington.

ANDERSON COOPER
President Clinton is among those who appear to be losing patience
with the industry. Yesterday, while campaigning for Mrs. Clinton in
New York, he urged that something be done.

PRESIDENT BILL CLINTON
You can't make a mockery of a system that you say has integrity.
They say these rating systems mean something. They can't turn around
and advertise to people that shouldn't see this stuff. They can fix
this.

ANDERSON COOPER
As for Al Gore and Joseph Lieberman, they are pushing this issue
despite an accusation from the Bush camp that they're being
hypocritical. The Republicans point out the Democrats have long
benefited from contributions from the entertainment industry. Here's
that part of the story from ABC's Terry Moran.

TERRY MORAN, ABC NEWS
(Va) For candidate Al Gore, the issue is politically irresistible.

VICE PRESIDENT AL GORE, DEMOCRAT, PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE
It's about protecting the children of this country.

TERRY MORAN
(Va) It is also, of course, about winning votes. And so at an
elementary school in Belleville, Illinois, the vice president
campaigned hard on his proposal to use the power of the Federal Trade
Commission to rein in Hollywood's marketing practices.

AL GORE
I callan these industries for an immediate cease-fire. Stop
targeting advertising for adult material to young children when you
say it's inappropriate for young children.

TERRY MORAN
(Va) The vice president went beyond anything he has ever called for
in the past, giving the entertainment industry six months to change
its marketing practices or face the threat of regulatory action by
the FTC for false advertising. First Amendment experts say Gore is
simply pandering for votes.

FLOYD ABRAMS, FIRST AMENDMENT ATTORNEY
No one was ever hurt in an election year by proposing things which



limited First Amendment rights when the public wants to do it. This
is popular. The public's in favor of it, I think. But that doesn't
make it constitutional.

TERRY MORAN
(VO) Governor Bush leveled a different charge--hypocrisy. The

Clinton/Gore administration has been the darling of Hollywood and
Gore and the Democrats have raised enormous sums from the industry
that the vice president is now condemning.

GOVERNOR GEORGE W BUSH, REPUBLICAN PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE
Well, I think the man's short on credibility on the issue. I think
they've received about $13 million of campaign funding. Now that we
are corning close to election, maybe he's changing his tune.

TERRY MORAN
The vice president has seized on violence in the media, just as the
battle to win over independent voters, especially women, is heating
up. Gore's new position is tailor-made for them. Terry Moran, ABC
News, with the Gore campaign in Belleville, Illinois.
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PETER JENNINGS, ABC NEWS
Staying in Washington, on Capitol Hill today, the entertainment
industry was under full frontal attack. In some cases it was the
senators biting the hand that feeds them or at least the hand that
contributes to their campaigns. Here's ABC's JOHN MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) Executives of the movie, music and video game industries were
summoned here today accused of marketing violence to underage
children despite promises not to do so. The movie industry sent
lobbyist Jack Valenti. He conceded there had been abuse.

JACK VALENTI, CEO, MOTION PICTURE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA
And I'm talking specifically about 10 and 12-year-olds in a focus
group. That is wrong. That is unassailably wrong and there is no
excuse to sustain it.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Music company executives denied they try to tempt underage
children.

STRAUSS ZELNICK, CEO, BMG ENTERTAINMENT
We take responsibility for the content of what we do. We don't
choose to market explicit material to minors. We don't believe in it.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) And one record company official warned the government not to go
too far to stop abuses.

DANNY GOLDBERG, CEO, ARTEMIS RECORDS
The same freedom that creates that ugliness creates a lot of
brilliance and I'm not so sure you can get rid of the stuff you don't
like and still keep all the stuff that inspires you.

JOHN MARTIN
But the politicians were adamant, insisting this was not about
censorship. Still, both parties attacked the entertainment witnesses
on the issue of content.

{VOl Democratic vice-presidential nominee Joseph Lieberman who
was invited to show up for the occasion said the Columbine High
School shootings were a warning.

SENATOR JOSEPH LIEBERMAN, DEMOCRAT, VICE PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE
It was a warning that the culture of carnage surrounding our children
may have gone too far.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Lynne Cheney, wife of the Republican vice-presidential nominee,
who was also invited to show up for the occasion, blasted
award-winning rap singer Eminem for singing about killing.

LYNNE CHENEY, FORMER CHAIRMAN, HUMANITIES ENDOWMENT
He is a violent misogynist. He advocates raping and murdering his
mother in one of his songs.

JOHN MARTIN
claimed Cheney misunderstood the
and rape in this case were meant

lyrics r
to be

(VO) But one executive
suggesting that murder
humorous.

Mr. GOLDBERG: Most young people I know feel that is a humorous
record, not a violent record.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) While giving no ground, lobbyist Valenti pledged to consult
studio executives about how Hollywood plans to address the
government's concerns over violence marketed to children. JOHN
MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.
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ANDERSON COOPER, ABC NEWS
The head of the Federal Trade Commission is threatening to sue the
entertainment industry for deceptive advertising practices. His
comments came at a congressional hearing yesterday where media
executives were called on to do some explaining. Here's ABC's JOHN
MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(Va) Executives of the movie, music and video game industries were
summoned here, accused of marketing violence to underaged children
despite promises not to do so. The movie industry sent lobbyist Jack
Valenti. He conceded there had been abuse.

AMERICA
And I'm talking specifically about 10 and 12-year-old in a focus
group. That is wrong, it is unassailably wrong, and there's no
excuse to sustain it.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) Music company executives deny they try to tempt underaged
children.

STRAUSS ZELNICK, PRESIDENT/CEO, BMG ENTERTAINMENT
We take responsibility for the content of what we do. We don't
choose to market explicit material to minors. We don't believe in
it.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) And one record company official warned the government not to go
too far to stop abuses.

DANNY GOLDBERG, PRESIDENT/CEO, ARTEMIS RECORDS
The same freedom that creates that ugliness creates a lot of
brilliance, and I'm not so sure you can get rid of the stuff you
don't like and still keep all the stuff that inspires you.

JOHN MARTIN
But the politicians were adamant, insisting this was not about
censorship. Still, both parties attacked the entertainment
businesses on the issue of content.

(VO) Democratic vice-presidential nominee Joseph Lieberman, who
was invited to show up for the occasion, said the Columbine High
School shootings were a warning.
SENATOR JOSEPH LIEBERMAN, DEMOCRAT, VICE PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE

It was a warning that the culture of carnage surrounding our children
may have gone too far.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) Lynne Cheney, wife of the Republican vice-presidential nominee,
who was also invited to show up for the occasion, blasted
award-winning rap singer Eminem for singing about killing.
LYNNE CHENEY, FORMER CHAIRMAN, NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR HUMANITIES
He is a violent misogynist, he advocates raping and murdering his
mother in one of his songs.

JOHN MARTIN
But one executive claimed Cheney misunderstood the lyrics, suggesting
that murder and rape in this case were meant to be humorous.

DANNY GOLDBERG
Most young people I know feel that's a humorous record, not a violent
record.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) While giving no ground, lobbyist Valenti pledged to consult
studio executives about how Hollywood plans to address the
government's concern over violence marketed to children. JOHN
MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.

ALISON STEWART, ABC NEWS
A new study says that the bumpers on SUVs do a poor job of preventing
damage in low-speed crashes. The Isuzu Trooper, the Nissan Xtera and



the Mitsubishi Montero did the worst with repair bills of more than
$4,000. The BMW XS scored the best, but repairs still cost $2200.
By contrast, most cars tested by the Insurance Institute for Highway
Safety need less than $3 in repair.
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PETER JENNINGS, ABC NEWS
In Washington today, the government released its latest estimate of
the damage linked to Firestone tires. A hundred and three deaths and
more than 400 injuries. Most of the deaths occurred when the tires
came apart in the sports utility vehicles they were riding on rolled
over. Altogether, nearly 10,000 Americans actually died in roll-over
accidents last year. The government said that it has data on which
vehicles are the most dangerous. But thanks to an influential
senator, the data has been kept from the public. Here's ABC's JOHN
MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) For more than 20 years, the National Highway Transportation
Safety Administration has been trying to judge which vehicles are
most likely to rollover. Based on crash statistics, weights and
measurements, the agency has devised a rating system. The lower the
car and it's center of gravity and the wider the distance between its
wheels, the less likely it is to rollover.

SAFETY ADMINISTRATION
Clearly, there is a propensity among vehicles like the SUV to roll
over and that's a concern that we've seen here in the situation with
the Firestone tires.

JOHN MARTIN
{VOl The system gives one star to vehicles most likely to rollover
and up to five stars for those least likely.

(OC) So which vehicles are safest? Until today, the agency
couldn't say because a powerful member of Congress was blocking
release of the ratings. But today, he changed his mind, still
insisting more study is needed.

SENATOR RICHARD SHELBY, CHAIRMAN, TRANSPORTATION SUBCOMMITTEE
The best thing, obviously, is real test. Dynamic testing. And now,
if NHTSA wants to go ahead and publish their ratings, we're going to
let them do that.

JOHN MARTIN
And you have no objection?

RICHARD SHELBY
Absolutely not.

JOHN MARTIN
If NHTSA pUblishes these ratings?

RICHARD SHELBY
Tell them to go ahead ...

JOHN MARTIN
Tomorrow?

RICHARD SHELBY
Tonight.

SUE BAILEY
We were directed to halt our activities towards developing the
roll-over rating system. So we were, at this point, just out for
comments and would have been developing that in the upcoming months.
So we're very pleased that Senator Shelby is allowing us to go
forward.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) So now the government has a green light to publish
a process it says will be complete by December and then
keenly aware of roll-over dangers will have a chance to
themselves. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.

PETER JENNINGS
we come back, the Olympics and waiting so long to watch
And so many children with severe psychiatric problems.
A CLOSER LOOK at the nation's crowded emergency rooms.

DR KAREN SANTUCCI, YALE-NEW HAVEN HOSPITAL
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These children who have a mental illness, they are not getting the
care that they need in an expeditious fashion.

ANNOUNCER
This is WORLD NEWS TONIGHT with Peter Jennings brought to you by ...

(Commercial break)
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PETER JENNINGS, ABC NEWS
And now, let's look at vouchers, a very contentious subject these
days. In the broadest terms, Al Gore is against them. George W.
Bush is in favor of giving some parents money which they can apply to
a school of their choice. The argument goes back and forth. Do
vouchers work? Do they not? In some cases, they do. Here's ABC's
JOHN MARTIN.

SHELORE WILLIAMS
All right. It's dodge ball.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) Shelore Williams is principal of St. Augustine, an inner~city
Catholic school in down-town Washington. She runs a tight
ship--uniforms, discipline, study.

SHELORE WILLIAMS
It's a total improvement. It's the whole child improving, not just
in one academic area.

2ND WOMAN
Anybody have a comment there?

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) A special voucher program helps those who could not otherwise
afford to go to a private school. That's nearly a third of her
students. Students receive private foundation money to cover up to 60
percent of their tuition. Parents pay the rest, as much as $1700 at
this school.

JACEY THOMPSON, 6TH GRADE STUDENT
I'm improving a lot, like my report card used to get like Bs and Cs.
Now I'm moving up to As and Bs.

WOMAN
Take this.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) A team of scholars studying this program throughout Washington
says its most impressive finding is that African-American student
test scores rose an average of 9 points in two years.

PROFESSOR PAUL PETERSON, HARVARD UNIVERSITY
We don't know if this is going to remain true over the long run, but
after two years, this is what we find.

JOHN MARTIN
But critics of the program insist the tests scores and surveys are
skewed, and that the question of improvement is not as simple as it
seems. Scholar Bruce Fuller says many of the lowest income students
did not attend because their parents could not afford their share of
tuition.

BRUCE FULLER, UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA BERKELEY
Almost half of the parents offered a voucher choose not to use it,
and this tends to distort some of the findings and ov--overstates
some of the effects.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Polls show African-Americans are almost evenly split on
vouchers, one of the most debated issues this election year, but most
St. Augustine students are doing well, so the question still is:
could this success story be repeated across the country? JOHN
MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.

PETER JENNINGS
When we come back, the final item in our broadcast tonight--putting
the brakes on the game that is just getting too fast.

(Commercial break)
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JIM WILLIAMS, ABC NEWS
Another 15 deaths are now being linked to faulty Firestone tires,
raising the total to 103. In addition, there were more than 400
injuries. Federal safety officials are--say they are investigating
hundreds more reports of tire problems, mostly involving the Ford
Explorer. Most of the tire-related deaths occurred when those
Explorers rolled over. Government officials have information about
the dangers of SUV rollovers but they've been pres--prevented from
releasing that information. ABC's JOHN MARTIN explains.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
Last year 10,000 Americans died in rollover accidents, many of them
in SUVs which are sometimes top heavy. For 20 years, the government
has been trying to rate cars as to their rollover propensity.
Recently, it tried to pUblish its ratings, but a powerful member of
Congress, Senator Richard Shelby of Alabama, blocked the publication.
He said more study was needed. He wanted the National Academy of
Sciences to study it.

So does Consumers Union, which says the government's ratings are
artificial. There need to be road tests, real tests of whether cars
can really rollover. Now, Senator Shelby has dropped his opposition,
and some time in December, the ratings will be published and
consumers will have a chance to see for themselves. JOHN MARTIN, ABC
News, Washington.

JIM WILLIAMS
The space shuttle Atlantis came horne to Florida this morning. It was
the 15th landing in the dark for a shuttle. The return ended a
12-day mission to prepare the International Space Station for its
first residents. The Atlantis crew unloaded thousands of pounds of
supplies for the first long-term occupants who are due in November.
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ALISON STEWART, ABC NEWS
More deaths are being blamed on defective Firestone tires. The
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration said the tires have
now been linked to 103 deaths and more than 400 injuries. Firestone
recalled 6 1/2 million tires last month because of reports of tread
separation. Most the deaths--the deaths occurred when the tires came
apart and the SUVs they were on rolled over. The government has data
on which vehicles are most likely to rollover, but one senator has
kept that information from being made pUblic. Here's ABC's JOHN
MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
Last year 10,000 Americans died in rollover accidents, many of them
in SUVs, which are sometimes top heavy. For 20 years the government
has been trying to rate cars as to their rollover propensity.
Recently it tried to publish its ratings, but a powerful member of
Congress, Senator Richard Shelby of Alabama, blocked the publication.
He said more study was needed. He wanted the National Academy of
Sciences to study it. So does Consumers Union, which says the
government's ratings are artificial, there need to be road tests,
real tests of whether cars can really rollover. Now Senator Shelby
has dropped his opposition, and sometime in December the ratings will
be published and consumers will have a chance to see for themselves.
JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.
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PETER JENNINGS, ABC NEWS
We begin tonight with Hollywood and politics in an election year.
Many politicians, including Mr. Gore, have been going after the
Hollywood studios for the way in which they market their films to
children. The studios are reluctant to say in public that they feel
like a sacrificial lamb on the altar of politics. Today, however, a
number of senior Hollywood executives were invited to Washington
again and they did admit to actively marketing their most violent
products to young people. So we start with ABC's JOHN MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
{VOl The studios confirmed to Congress today that children as young
as nine years old were tested for their reactions to R-rated violent
movies, and studio executives insisted they have stopped the
practice, which Sony called "a lapse in judgment" but another called,
"alarming."

STACY SNIDER, CO-CHAIRMAN, UNIVERSAL STUDIOS
We are not going to market "R" for violent films to 10- and
12-year-olds.

ROBERT IGER, PRESIDENT, WALT DISNEY COMPANY
We do not believe that targeting children under 17 in terms of our
marketing practice of R-rated films--R-rated films would be
responsible.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) At issue are such films as "Scary Movie" and "The Cell."
Yesterday, just before they came to see the senators, the studios
issued guidelines pledging not to market or test such films on
underage children, films often advertised during the family hour of 8
to 9 PM.

(OC) Disney, the parent company of ABC News, confirmed today
that it will begin enforcing a ban on TV ads for all such films
before 9 PM. A parent's group said this would mark a turnaround for
studios and the networks.

(VO) The group claimed it found 83 percent of movie ads on TV
between 8 and 9 PM were for R-rated films. Even though fewer than
two in 10 TV viewers at that hour are underage, senators insisted the
studios renounce their ad practices.

SENATOR JOHN MCCAIN, REPUBLICAN, ARIZONA
Will you or will you not market movies rated "R" to children under
the age 0f 17?

ALAN HORN, PRESIDENT, WARNER BROTHERS
We will not, sir.

JOHN MCCAIN
Thank you very much, Mr. Horn.

SENATOR SAM BROWNBACK, REPUBLICAN, KANSAS
Let the parent decide if they think this film is good for a child
rather than you targeting the child to try to force the parent to
take the child to the movie.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) But once again, there was the implied threat of government
intervention.

SENATOR KAY BAILEY HUTCHISON, REPUBLICAN, TEXAS
If you don't try to make this really work, then you are going to see
some kind of legislation because parents are throwing up their hands
in frustration.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Senator McCain today asked the Federal Trade Commission to
monitor just how well the studios follow their own new guidelines.
JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.
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JIM SCIUTTO, ABC NEWS
Now to Washington where Hollywood executives have promised a Senate
committee that they will not market adult material to underage
children, but some legislators remain unconvinced. Here's ABC's JOHN
MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
The studios that make these movies insisted that they have stopped
marketing R-rated violent films to children underage and stopped
testing them in focus groups for their reactions to the films.
Still, Congress is on edge about this. Senator McCain of Arizona
insisted that the studio executives renounce their past practices
right then and there in the hearing room. Another senator,
Hutchinson of Texas, warned that there could be legislation
controlling the studios. There is little appetite and little time
for that in this session of Congress, but Hollywood is now on notice.
JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.
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ALISON STEWART, ABC NEWS
Hollywood executives went before a Senate committee and promised not
to market adult material to underage children. But some legislators
remain unconvinced. Here1s ABC's JOHN MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
The studios that make these movies insisted that they have stopped
marketing R-rated, violent films to children underaged and stopped
testing them in focus groups for their reactions to the films.
Still, Congress is on edge about this. Senator McCain of Arizona
insisted that the studio executives renounce their past practices
right then and there in the hearing rooms. Another senator,
Hutchinson of Texas, warned that there could be legislation
controlling the studios. There is little appetite and little time
for that in this session of Congress but Hollywood is now on notice.
JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.

JIM SCIUTTO, ABC NEWS
A man that played a small but key role in the Watergate scandal, has
died. Frank Wills was working the night shift as a security guard at
the Watergate building on June 17, 1972, when he discovered the
break-in and called police. The scandal eventually led to the
resignation of President Nixon. Wills later played himself in the
movie "All The President's Men." Frank Wills was 52 years old.

ALISON STEWART
You know what 1--1 was cleaning out my inbox, which is just a big
junk box at this point, and found this big button that I bought at
the Democratic National Convention. We're trying to find fun stuff.

JIM SCIUTTO
You bought them? Aren't you supposed to trade them and get them all
for free?

ALISON STEWART
You--you are supposed to trade them, but there wasn't any thing fun.

JIM SCIUTTO
I just kicked her.

ALISON STEWART
You just kicked me! Look at this ...

JIM SCIUTTO
It doesn't--it1s other special hostility.

ALISON STEWART
This is not partisan whatsoever. I just want to say that. But look
how funny this button is of Al Gore. Can you see this?

JIM SCIUTTO
Definitely a younger picture.

ALISON STEWART
Look at him. He is denim man. 'I invented Internet and denim. I'm
a handsome man.'
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JIM SCIOTTO, ABC NEWS
The debate is not over, but the so-called abortion pill will soon be
available in the United States. Yesterday, the FDA gave its approval
to the drug, allowing its sale to begin in about a month. Abortion
opponents say they will continue to campaign against the drug, but
supporters are calling it a valuable alternative to surgical
abortion. We have two reports beginning with ABC's Bill Greenwood.

BILL GREENWOOD, ABC NEWS
(VO) The pill was invented by medical researchers in France and has
been widely used for a dozen years in 13 countries. More than half a
million women have taken RU-486 to terminate pregnancies, but
abortion opponents use their political clout to keep the pill out of
the United States, until now. Jubilant supporters say the pill will
provide a much less invasive alternative to surgical abortions.

GLORIA FELDT, PLANNED PARENTHOOD
Women's personal reproduction decisions have taken another dramatic
step forward toward freedom from political intrusion.

BILL GREENWOOD
(VO) Opponents promise to continue their fight against RU~486,
calling it a chemical assault weapon.

REPRESENTATIVE SUE MYRICK, REPUBLICAN, NORTH CAROLINA
We are going to see a lot of damage to women who are totally
unsuspecting because they are being, in effect, sold a bill of goods
by the FDA, that this is OK, and don't worry about it. There's no
problems.

BILL GREENWOOD
(VO) The FDA admits RU-486 can have potentially dangerous side
effects, so it will be available only by prescription and under
careful medical supervision.

DR RICHARD HAUSKNECHT, ANCO LABORATORIES
The availability of this very safe and effective means of ending an
early pregnancy will make it possible for women to take that
important step as soon as she knows she's pregnant.

BILL GREENWOOD
The abortion pill is expected to be on the market in about a month
under the trade name Mifeprex, but it won't be a bargain. The
procedure will cost about $300, roughly the same as a surgical
abortion. Bill Greenwood, ABC News, Washington.

JIM SCIUTTO
Both presidential candidates stated their positions. George W. Bush
called the decision wrong and said if elected, he would order the FDA
to take a second look at the safety of RU-486. But Bush stopped
short of saying he would work to ban the drug. Al Gore applauded the
decision, saying it was not about politics but about the health of
American women.

VICE PRESIDENT AL GORE
I support the FDA's approval--assuming it's safe for the woman who
takes it--and that's what they decided today. I do not think
that--that--that it ought to be kept away from women for some
political reason. I support a woman's right to choose.

JIM SCIUTTO
The FDA's action is expected to have a major impact on both the
nature of abortions in this country and on the abortion debate.
Here's ABC's JOHN MARTIN.

CROWD
(In unison) We'll defend the clinic doors.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(Va) One of the few things both sides of the abortion debate can
agree on is that the decision drastically changes the landscape.
There are likely to be more abortions and says the US manufacturer,



within a few years, one in every three abortions will be carried out
with these pills. This means more abortions will take place early in
the pregnancy, suggesting pictures of late-term fetuses may lose some
of their impact. Attorney Ken Connor has been an abortion opponent
for more than a decade. He says the decision makes his job more
difficult but more important.

KENNETH CONNOR, PRESIDENT, FAMILY RESEARCH COUNCIL
I think it's going to contribute to a coarsening of our culture, and
to this attitude that if you~-if you have a problem, you can
eliminate it with a pill.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Now he will warn women they face pain and danger when the pills
start to work. Not so, says feminist Eleanor Smeal.

ELEANOR SMEAL, PRESIDENT, FEMINIST MAJORITY FOUNDATION
I think it shows that science trumps, medicine trumps, and that the
anti-abortion hysteria politics will lose.

JOHN MARTIN
There is also the question of the protest movement. Will protests
against abortion clinics drop off? If so, where will the outrage be
redirected?

CROWD
(In unison) Abortion now!

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) But no matter how the battle over abortion changes in public ...

WOMAN
Let me give you the phone number and the name of the clinic.

JOHN MARTIN
...the new pills will allow more women to make their decision in
private. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.

JIM SCIUTTO
In other news, a federal grand jury has indicted one of the nation's
largest oil pipeline companies. Koch Industries, a subsidiary, and
four employees, have been charged with 97 felonies involving a
cancer-linked pollutant found at a plant in Corpus Christi, Texas.
The company says it's innocent, and that it told Texas regulators
about problems at the plant in 1995 and quickly fixed them.
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PETER JENNINGS, ABC NEWS
The Supreme Court has begun its fall term and it will be an
interesting one. Today the justices let stand a $5 billion judgment
against Exxon for causing the nation's worst oil spill in Alaska 11
years ago. The court will hear several important cases fairly
quickly, one of them brought against the police for randomly stopping
people to look for drugs. Details of that from ABC's JOHN MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
{VOl In broad daylight, Indianapolis police set up roadblocks, using
dogs to search for drugs, stopping every fifth driver. Joell Palmer
was one.

JOELL PALMER, INDIANAPOLIS DRIVER
They put me, spread-eagle on the back of my car. Start patting me
down. I'm like, 'What's--what's going on with this?'

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) What was going on was the city's effort to cut down drug
trafficking. But Palmer had no drugs and felt his rights had been
violated. The city says not so.

SCOTT CHINN, INDIANAPOLIS CORPORATION COUNSEL
We set up our checkpoints very much like the sobriety checkpoints
that the Supreme Court has already upheld.

JOHN MARTIN
The court has ruled that police can stop cars at random to look for
drunk drivers and illegal aliens. But critics say if the police in
Indianapolis get their way, they could stop anybody for no reason and
then look for evidence of a crime.

KENNETH FALK, INDIANA CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION
What the government is really saying is, 'We are going to subject
many hundreds, if not thousands of innocent people to searches and
seizures with the hope of catching a few guilty ones.'

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) And the city agrees. If it wins, police in hundreds of
communities will use roadblocks. But if it loses?

SCOTT CHINN
Cities like Indianapolis would lose one tool, one fairly major tool
in stopping the flow of drugs in and out of our neighborhoods and in
our cities.

JOELL PALMER
Whenever you get your rights taken away and trampled on and told
you--that you don't have any rights, that's never a good thing.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) So the court has to answer the question: is it reasonable for
police to take away rights in order to enforce the law? JOHN MARTIN,
ABC News, Washington.
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JIM HICKEY, ABC NEWS
Can police set up roadblocks and randomly search motorists for drugs?
The city of Indianapolis says yes. The Indiana chapter of the ACLU
says no. Today, the US Supreme Court weighs the issue of privacy vs.
the interests of law enforcement. ABC's JOHN MARTIN reports.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
{VOl In broad daylight Indianapolis police set up roadblocks, using
dogs to search for drugs, stopping every fifth driver. Joell Palmer
was one.

JOELL PALMER, INDIANAPOLIS DRIVER
They put me spread-eagle on the back of my car, start patting down.
I'm like, 'What--what's going on with this?'

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) What was going on was the city's effort to cut down drug
trafficking. But Palmer had no drugs and felt his rights had been
violated. The city says not so.

SCOTT CHINN, INDIANAPOLIS CORPORATION COUNSEL
We set up our checkpoints very much like the sobriety checkpoints
that the Supreme Court's already upheld.

JOHN MARTIN
The court has ruled that police can stop cars at random to look for
drunk drivers and illegal aliens. But critics say if the police in
Indianapolis get their way, they could stop anybody for no reason and
then look for evidence of a crime.

KENNETH FALK, INDIANA CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION
What the government is really saying is, 'We are going to subject
many hundreds, if not thousands, of innocent people to searches and
seizures with the hope of catching a few guilty ones.'

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) And the city agrees. If it wins, police in hundreds of
communities will use roadblocks. But if it loses?

SCOTT CHINN
Cities like Indianapolis would lose one tool, one fairly major tool,
in stopping the flow of drugs in and out of our neighborhoods in our
cities.

JOELL PALMER
Whenever you get your rights taken away and trampled on and told that
you don't have any rights, that's never a good thing.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) So the court has to answer the question, is it reasonable for
police to take away rights in order to enforce the law? JOHN MARTIN,
ABC News, Washington.
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JIM HICKEY, ABC NEWS
A federal appeals court in San Francisco is considering the future of
Napster. Lawyers for the music-sharing service and the recording
industry argued before a three-judge panel yesterday. The industry
says Napster violates copyright protections and should be shut down.
Napster's lawyers arg--argued the company should not be held
responsible for the activities of its customers.

Well the nation's high court had a busy opening day. Supreme
Court justices rejected appeals from death row inmates in several
states, including eight in Texas. In other business, the court let
stand a federal jury's decision holding Exxon responsible for $5
billion in punitive damages for the Valdez oil spill in 1989. Among
the other cases the justices have yet to decide, whether police can
stop cars at road blocks and search for drugs. Here's ABC's JOHN
MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(va) In broad daylight, Indianapolis police set up road
dogs to search for drugs, stopping every fifth driver.
was one.

blocks using
Joell Palmer

JOELL PALMER, INDIANAPOLIS DRIVER
They put me spread eagle on the back of my car, start patting me
down. I'm like, 'What--what's going on with this?'

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) what was going on was the city's effort to cut down drug
trafficking. But Palmer had no drugs and felt his rights had been
violated. The city says not so.

SCOTT CHINN, INDIANAPOLIS CORPORATION COUNSEL
We set up our checkpoints very much like the sobriety checkpoints
that the Supreme Court has already upheld.

JOHN MARTIN
(OCl The court has ruled that police can stop cars at random to look
for drunk drivers and illegal aliens. But critics say if the police
in Indianapolis get their way, they can stop anybody for no reason,
and then look for evidence of a crime.

KENNETH FALK, INDIANA CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION
What the government is really saying is, 'We are going to subject
many hundreds, if not thousands of innocent people to searches and
seizures with the hope of catching a few guilty ones.'

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) And the city agrees. If it wins, police in hundreds of
communities will use roadblocks. But if it loses?

SCOTT CHINN
Cities like Indianapolis would lose one tool, one fairly major tool,
in stopping the flow of drugs in and out of our neighborhoods in our
cities.

JOELL PALMER
Whenever you get your rights taken away and just trampled on, and
told you that you don't have any rights, that's never a good thing.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) So, the court has to answer the question: is it reasonable for
police to take away rights in order to enforce the law? JOHN MARTIN,
ABC News, Washington.
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PETER JENNINGS, ABC NEWS
The Clinton administration is being accused today of making a
decision of stunning proportions. The Department of Energy has
awarded contracts to sell oil from the government's strategic reserve
to three firms that have little or no experience in oil trading at
all. Here's ABC's JOHN MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) Three small bidders caught the eye of an oil industry
newsletter.

BETH EVANS, EOITOR, PLATT'S OILGRAM NEWS
It's very surprising when you see companies that have never done an
oil deal suddenly grab a third of the oil being released.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Lance Stroud Enterprises in this Manhattan apartment house, got
four million barrels. Today, Stroud, who lives with his mother, told
ABC News he could not talk for fear of jeopardizing his allotment.
Burhany Energy Enterprises of Tallahassee, Florida, got three million
barrels. Today a reporter found only this house in Florida. And
Euell Energy Resources in this house in Aurora, Colorado, got three
million barrels. Euell runs construction and pipeline projects in
Arizona and California. CEO Renard Euell, said he is close to
securing $93 million so he can finance the deal.

RENARO EUELL, PRESIDENT, EUELL ENERGY RESOURCES
We have 14 companies interested in buying from us.

JOHN MARTIN
But oil analysts question how three tiny firms, the two smallest have
only a single employee each, can carry out a sophisticated deal.
Taking delivery, refining, then buying and returning hundreds of
millions of dollars in oil to this strategic reserve next year.

MATTHEW SIMMONS, PRESIOENT, SIMMONS AND COMPANY INTERNATIONAL
Unless there's some stranger story, it just appears that--that in
haste they basically awarded contracts to people that--that shouldn't
have got them.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) The Department of Energy says it sometimes accepts bids from
small companies and it is waiting to see whether these three can come
up with letters of credit by this week. But there are still
questions in the oil industry of how these tiny companies secured
such large contracts. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.
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PETER JENNINGS, ABC NEWS
You have a child in the service or a husband or a wife and the
waiting is hell. After the USS Cole was attacked in Yemen, it took
the Navy less than a day to inform the next of kin but they were the
longest hours. Today, the first bodies, seven sailors are confirmed
dead, 10 presumed dead. Arrived at that very familiar stopover air
base at Ramstein in Germany on their way home. From Ramstein, the
bodies will go to the Cole's horne port, Norfolk, Virginia, just as
fleet week is beginning to celebrate the 225th anniversary of the
American Navy. Celebration will also be commemoration. In Yemen
today, where the ship was attacked, the deliberate, well-organized
familiar effort to find out who did it and how it happened. ABC's
Morton Dean is in Aden.

MORTON DEAN, ABC NEWS
(VO) The damaged ship, the huge hole in its side now covered by
canvas, sat in calm seas today. Unseen from land was a frenzy of
activity, including divers searching for bodies and searching for
clues. US officials tell ABC News, that the power of the blast might
have rivaled the explosion that blew apart the federal office
building in Oklahoma City. Only such a potent force, they theorize,
could have ripped open a 20 by 40 foot section of the USS Cole's
steel hull, collapsed some of the warship's interior sections, and
destroyed some of its vital communications. Today more than 100 FBI
agents and other American investigators are heading into this steamy
port city to begin analyzing the theories while assembling the facts.
A US official here praised the Yemen government, saying it was doing
its part.

BARBARA BODINE, UNITED STATES AMBASSADOR TO YEMEN
The Yemenis have been very cooperative in providing additional
security, both in the harbor, on land and to our people.

MORTON DEAN
(VO) But in recent months, there have been anti-US and anti-Israel
demonstrations in Yemen, despite efforts at high levels here and in
Washington to establish more friendly ties.

(DC) One major factor in the improved relationship between the
United States and Yemen involves Iraq. Yemen agreed that when the US
intercepted ships suspected of violating the trade embargo against
Iraq, the ships could be brought into port here.

(VO) The Navy said today, all of the bodies recovered so far are
on their way home. And all of the injured have now been transferred
elsewhere for further medical care. Morton Dean, ABC News, Yemen.

PETER JENNINGS
So what happens to the Cole now and how might the Navy be able to
protect again other ships against this? ABC's JOHN McWethy joins us
from the Pentagon tonight. JOHN:

JOHN MCWETHY, ABC NEWS
Peter, first word that the USS Cole had been struck by terrorists
came from a US army major who had been sent out to the ship by the
embassy as part of a greeting party. It just so happened he had a
cell phone in his pocket, when all communications were knocked out
and there was chaos on the ship, that cell phone became the only link
to the outside world.

(VO) As badly damaged as the USS Cole may be, Navy officials
made it clear today that this one billion dollar ship will not be
scrapped.

REAR ADMIRAL JOSEPH HENRY, UNITED STATES NAVY
The crew will absolutely remain with the ship for all that aren't
injured, and I think we'd have to drag them away. They just saved
this ship.

JOHN MCWETHY



(va) A preliminary inspection indicates that the keel of the ship was
not damaged.

TONY CORDESMAN, ABC NEWS MILITARY ANALYST
If the ship is not broken, that is the keel is not broken, you can
repair the ship with some ease.

JOHN MCWETHY
(Va) The more pressing question is what to do about security for
other American ships in the region.

KENNETH BACON, PENTAGON SPOKESMAN
The Middle East is an area that is filled with risks. Not just in
Yemen, but in other countries as well.

JOHN MCWETHY
(Va) The Navy will now re-examine security that is provided for
American warships in every port in the world. One small fix is
likely to be more armed sailors on deck.

(OC) But officials admit what happened in Yemen, an attack so
well-disguised, may be impossible to defend against, and worse, they
say, it could happen again.

PETER JENNINGS
JOHN, so many of these investigations have started, and people become
very pessimistic, because ultimately they haven't been able to find
what they were looking for in terms of culprits. Do they go off with
any sense of optimism this time?

JOHN MCWETHY
They go off with a sense of determination, Peter.
in some of the investigations, like the US embassy
Africa, they feel they were successful in pointing
was behind that.

I think actually
bombings in
out who eventually

PETER JENNINGS
OK. Many thanks. JOHN McWethy at the Pentagon this evening.

Most of those sailors who died or cannot be found were young.
But allover the country, whether they were young or old, the wait by
their families was as we said, horrendous. Here's ABC's JOHN MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) In Dallas last night, the family of Timothy Gauna fearfully
waited to hear the news. Then, two Navy officers arrived and went
inside to tell them their son was missing. An uncle came out to
speak through his tears.

JAMES GAUNA
I hope he is called. When you miss him, you miss him.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Today Gauna was listed as missing but presumed dead. Another
family refused to believe that their sailor daughter Lakeina Francis
was dead.

HERBERT JETER
We know that she's missing, but as a family as a whole, we're not
giving up faith. All we can do is pray.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) In Georgia, Cherone Gunn's death was understood as a consequence
of family duty.

EL'DAWN TAYLOR
His dad spent 21 years in the Navy, retired from the Navy and I guess
he wanted to do what his dad did. Like I said, he was a great guy.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) In San Diego, Lakiba Palmer was a high school track star, her
death stunned her coach.

ANNIE
She overcame a lot of obstacles.
getting--going to the Navy.

KING
I was proud of her for

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) Sailor Ken Clodfelter's family learned only that he was missing
and remembered his reassuring words.

WOMAN
He said morn, 'Will you stop worrying, we're the most advanced ship,
there's no way they can hurt this ship. We are ready and willing and
able to take care of things.' And--well, it shows that we're not.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Some families were so relieved. Kathy and David Huffman.

KATHY HUFFMAN
Thank God.

DAVID HUFFMAN
Is he OK?

KATHY HUFFMAN
OK. Thank you.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) Sailor Jennifer Cotrich's (ph) grandmother, Nellie Dalostry
(ph)

NELLIE DALOSTRY
Pure hell. Because I--you don't know--you don't know what to do.



JOHN MARTIN
(VO) And then good news.

NELLIE DALOSTRY
The last letter I got from her, she said 'I wish Grandma I had one of
your hugs. 1 She's going to get them.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) By day's end as the Pentagon revised the death toll to 17, hope
was fading for those who were reported missing. All are now presumed
dead. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.

PETER JENNINGS
We'll go elsewhere in the Middle East in just a moment. But at the
end of the broadcast tonight, a mother and a son on the subject of
service.

TERRILL MAJOR
I think America's failing, if we're not recognizing our--our young
troops. I think we need to support them, and I think that's where
America's failing.

ANNOUNCER
This is WORLD NEWS TONIGHT with Peter Jennings brought to you by ...

(Commercial break)
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PETER JENNINGS, ABC NEWS
You have a child in the service or a husband or a wife and the
waiting is hell. After the USS Cole was attacked in Yemen, it took
the Navy less than a day to inform the next of kin but they were the
longest hours. Today, the first bodies, seven sailors are confirmed
dead, 10 presumed dead. Arrived at that very familiar stopover air
base at Ramstein in Germany on their way home. From Ramstein, the
bodies will go to the Cole's horne port, Norfolk, Virginia, just as
fleet week is beginning to celebrate the 225th anniversary of the
American Navy. Celebration will also be commemoration. In Yemen
today, where the ship was attacked, the deliberate, well-organized
familiar effort to find out who did it and how it happened. ABC's
Morton Dean is in Aden.

MORTON DEAN, ABC NEWS
(VO) The damaged ship, the huge hole in its side now covered by
canvas, sat in calm seas today. Unseen from land was a frenzy of
activity, including divers searching for bodies and searching for
clues. US officials tell ABC News, that the power of the blast might
have rivaled the explosion that blew apart the federal office
building in Oklahoma City. Only such a potent force, they theorize,
could have ripped open a 20 by 40 foot section of the USS Cole's
steel hull, collapsed some of the warship's interior sections, and
destroyed some of its vital communications. Today more than 100 FBI
agents and other American investigators are heading into this steamy
port city to begin analyzing the theories while assembling the facts.
A US official here praised the Yemen government, saying it was doing
its part.

BARBARA BODINE, UNITED STATES AMBASSADOR TO YEMEN
The Yemenis have been very cooperative in providing additional
security, both in the harbor, on land and to our people.

MORTON DEAN
(VO) But in recent months, there have been anti-US and anti-Israel
demonstrations in Yemen, despite efforts at high levels here and in
Washington to establish more friendly ties.

(DC) One major factor in the improved relationship between the
United States and Yemen involves Iraq. Yemen agreed that when the US
intercepted ships suspected of violating the trade embargo against
Iraq, the ships could be brought into port here.

(VO) The Navy said today, all of the bodies recovered so far are
on their way home. And all of the injured have now been transferred
elsewhere for further medical care. Morton Dean, ABC News, Yemen.

PETER JENNINGS
So what happens to the Cole now and how might the Navy be able to
protect again other ships against this? ABC's JOHN McWethy joins us
from the Pentagon tonight. JOHN:

JOHN MCWETHY, ABC NEWS
Peter, first word that the USS Cole had been struck by terrorists
came from a US army major who had been sent out to the ship by the
embassy as part of a greeting party. It just so happened he had a
cell phone in his pocket, when all communications were knocked out
and there was chaos on the ship, that cell phone became the only link
to the outside world.

(VO) As badly damaged as the USS Cole may be, Navy officials
made it clear today that this one billion dollar ship will not be
scrapped.

REAR ADMIRAL JOSEPH HENRY, UNITED STATES NAVY
The crew will absolutely remain with the ship for all that aren't
injured, and I think we'd have to drag them away. They just saved
this ship.

JOHN MCWETHY



(VO) A preliminary inspection indicates that the keel of the ship was
not damaged.

TONY CORDESMAN, ABC NEWS MILITARY ANALYST
If the ship is not broken, that is the keel is not broken, you can
repair the ship with some ease.

JOHN MCWETHY
(VO) The more pressing question is what to do about security for
other American ships in the region.

KENNETH BACON, PENTAGON SPOKESMAN
The Middle East is an area that is filled with risks. Not just in
Yemen, but in other countries as well.

JOHN MCWETHY
(VO) The Navy will now re-examine security that is provided for
American warships in every port in the world. One small fix is
likely to be more armed sailors on deck.

(OC) But officials admit what happened in Yemen, an attack so
well-disguised, may be impossible to defend against, and worse, they
say, it could happen again.

PETER JENNINGS
JOHN, so many of these investigations have started, and people become
very pessimistic, because ultimately they haven't been able to find
what they were looking for in terms of culprits. Do they go off with
any sense of optimism this time?

JOHN MCWETHY
They go off with a sense of determination, Peter.
in some of the investigations, like the US embassy
Africa, they feel they were successful in pointing
was behind that.

I think actually
bombings in
out who eventually

PETER JENNINGS
OK. Many thanks. JOHN McWethy at the Pentagon this evening.

Most of those sailors who died or cannot be found were young.
But allover the country, whether they were young or old, the wait by
their families was as we said, horrendous. Here's ABC's JOHN MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(Va) In Dallas last night, the family of Timothy Gauna fearfully
waited to hear the news. Then, two Navy officers arrived and went
inside to tell them their son was missing. An uncle carne out to
speak through his tears.

JAMES GAUNA
I hope he is called. When you miss him, you miss him.

JOHN MARTIN
(Val Today Gauna was listed as missing but presumed dead. Another
family refused to believe that their sailor daughter Lakeina Francis
was dead.

HERBERT JETER
We know that she's missing, but as a family as a whole, we're not
giving up faith. All we can do is pray.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) In Georgia, Cherone Gunn's death was understood as a consequence
of family duty.

EL'DAWN TAYLOR
His dad spent 21 years in the Navy, retired from the Navy and I guess
he wanted to do what his dad did. Like I said, he was a great guy.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) In San Diego, Lakiba Palmer was a high school track star, her
death stunned her coach.

ANNIE
She overcame a lot of obstacles.
getting--going to the Navy.

KING
I was proud of her for

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Sailor Ken Clodfelter's family learned only that he was missing
and remembered his reassuring words.

WOMAN
He said mom, 'will you stop worrying, we're the most advanced ship,
there's no way they can hurt this ship. We are ready and willing and
able to take care of things.' And--well, it shows that we're not.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Some families were so relieved. Kathy and David Huffman.

KATHY HUFFMAN
Thank God.

DAVID HUFFMAN
Is he OK?

KATHY HUFFMAN
OK. Thank you.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Sailor Jennifer Cotrich's (ph) grandmother, Nellie Dalostry
(ph) .

NELLIE DALOSTRY
Pure hell. Because I--you don't know--you don't know what to do.



JOHN MARTIN
{VOl And then good news.

NELLIE DALOSTRY
The last letter I got from her, she said '1 wish Grandma I had one of
your hugs.' She's going to get them.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) By day's end as the Pentagon revised the death toll to 17, hope
was fading for those who were reported missing. All are now presumed
dead. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.

PETER JENNINGS
We'll go elsewhere in the Middle East in just a moment. But at the
end of the broadcast tonight, a mother and a son on the subject of
service.

TERRILL MAJOR
I think America's failing, if we're not recognizing Qur--our young
troops. I think we need to support them, and I think that's where
America's failing.

ANNOUNCER
This is WORLD NEWS TONIGHT with Peter Jennings brought to you by ...

(Commercial break)
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PETER JENNINGS, ABC NEWS
Presidential politics today--the debates are over. In the ABC News
poll after the debate, 41 percent thought Mr. Bush had won, 41
percent thought Mr. Gore. Overall, the polls are close. The race is
as tight as ever. Both men are back on the road again today.

There was another debate within the debate last night. There
were several in fact, but this one, we're going to focus on has to do
with Social Security. It's an enormous issue. Mr. Bush wants to
privatize part of Social Security so that people can play an
individual role in investing their money. Mr. Gore is attacking him
for not explaining how he is going to pay for the transition from the
current system to a new one. First on background, here's ABC's JOHN
MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) George Bush has been talking about it every since the campaign
began: allowing workers to invest some of their Social Security
payroll taxes in the stock market. The question is since current
retirees count on what is paid in to Social Security by younger
workers to finance their retirement, how will Bush pay for the
trillion dollars Gore says will be removed from the fund?

EUGENE STEURLE, THE URBAN INSTITUTE
The other money has to come from either a decrease in other federal
expenditures, a decrease in Social Security benefits, a decrease in
say, Medicare or Medicaid, or education or defense spending, or it
has to come from increased taxes.

JOHN MARTIN
All of which Bush has said he will not do. The trust fund will run
out of money, but the Gore campaign complains that this will happen
sooner under the Bush plan than if the fund is left untouched.

ANNOUNCER FROM TELEVISION COMMERCIAL
(From Television Commercial): He's promising to take $1 trillion out
of Social Security so younger workers can invest in private accounts.
Sounds good. The problem is Bush has promised the same money to pay
seniors their current benefits.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) But Bush insisted today that he did not see the need to raise
taxes or cut benefits.

GOVERNOR GEORGE W BUSH, REPUBLICAN PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE
I certainly hope not, but I know this: that in order to make sure
the system has got real assets and has got solvency, younger workers
need to get a better rate of return on their own money.

JOHN MARTIN
{VOl Some say Bush should be rewarded for attempting to reform Social
Security, but they believe he is avoiding the hardest decision of
all--telling voters before the election how he will pay for the
reform. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.
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PETER JENNINGS, ABC NEWS
The stock market today, technology stocks bounced back in a big way.
Intel was up 9.8 percent, Dell, 9.7 percent, Microsoft, 19.4, Cisco,
11.5 percent. Overall the Nasdaq was up 247 points, or nearly eight
percent. And the Dow Jones industrial average gained just under 168
points to close at 10,140.

Graphics:
MONEY Scope
CLOSE: 3,418.60 Up 247.04 VOLUME:

2,335,717,000
CLOSE: 10,142.98 Up 167.96 VOLUME:

1,300,396,000
PETER JENNINGS

And still, in the MONEY SCOPE, ABC's JOHN MARTIN explains tonight why
about 90 percent of incumbent congressmen get re-elected. They use
your money.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(Va) With less than 20 days before Americans choose a new Congress,
the money is heading in the direction of districts where members are
in tight races. In Pennsylvania's 13th district, Democrat Joe
Hoeffel was given a million dollars at the 11th hour for a new garage
here in Norristown. In California's 49th district, Brian Bilbray is
bringing home a couple of million dollars to build more storm drains
that keep polluted water off the city's famous beaches.
Environmentally important? Yes. Politically expedient? You bet.
Bilbray is in a tight race for re-election. He insists it's not
pork, but admits this spending could get out of hand.

REPRESENTATIVE BRIAN BILBRAY, REPUBLICAN, CALIFORNIA
We need to keep an eye on this and make sure we don't justify busting
the budget just for either my projects or anybody else's.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) In Arkansas' fourth district, there's the case of the miraculous
highways. Two years ago, Congressman Jay Dickey managed to get $100
million for a highway just before the election.

(OC) Now he's pulled another highway out of the hat, just in
time for this election. Here it is on page 44 of the Transportation
Appropriation Bill. Ninety-four million dollars for construction of
and improvements to, 1-49 in the state of Arkansas. At the 11th
hour, this appears with no debate.

Isn't it really a matter of trying to get you a project that you
can go home and campaign on in a tight election?

REPRESENTATIVE JAY DICKEY, REPUBLICAN, ARKANSAS
Well, I'm--I'm going to say this is well worth it. 1--1 took every
advantage I had, I'll tell you that much.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) So is everybody else in Congress. Candidates' Web sites are
bragging about the projects they've won. But the spending now totals
$50 billion more than the so-called budget caps.

REPRESENTATIVE TOM COBURN, REPUBLICAN, OKLAHOMA
There are institutional problems here that are never going to be
solved by career politicians. Because the bias is you spending to get
re-elected.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) Despite the surge in last-minute projects, not to worry, says
one member. We haven't spent all the surplus at least not yet. JOHN
MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.

PETER JENNINGS
Talked a lot about politicians today, but you won't want to miss
what's next on the broadcast. The game show that rakes in millions
of dollars from the politicians.



(Commercial break)
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JIM SCIUTTO, ABC NEWS
The presidential candidates followed up Tuesday night's debate by
hitting some of the same themes on the campaign trail. For Al Gore
that meant following up on his challenge to Geo--George W. Bush's
proposal for pro--Social Security, the proposal that Bush's audience
always cheered. ABC's JOHN MARTIN looks at the proposal and
questions about it.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) George Bush has been talking about it ever since the campaign
began. Allowing workers to invest some of their Social Security
payroll taxes in the stock market. The question is, 'Since current
retirees count on what is paid into Social Security by younger
workers to finance their retirement, how will Bush pay for the
trillion dollars Gore says will be removed from the fund?'

EUGENE STEUERLE, THE URBAN INSTITUTE
The other money has to come from either a decrease in other federal
expenditures or decrease in Social Security benefits or decrease in,
say, Medicare or Medicaid or education or defense spending or it has
to come from increased taxes.

JOHN MARTIN
All of which Bush has said he will not do. The trust fund will run
out of money, but the Gore campaign complains that this will happen
sooner under the Bush plan than if the fund is left untouched.

(Clip of commercial shown)
JOHN MARTIN

(VO) But Bush insisted that he did not see the need to raise taxes or
cut benefits.

GOVERNOR GEORGE W BUSH, REPUBLICAN PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE
I certainly hope not, but I know this, that in order to make sure the
system has got real assets and has got solvency, younger workers need
to get a better rate of return on their own money.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Some say Bush should be rewarded for attempting to reform Social
Security, but they believe he is avoiding the hardest decision of
all, telling voters, before the election, how he will pay for the
reform. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.

ALISON STEWART, ABC NEWS
There was Watergate and Travelgate, now the White House has what many
call, "Artgate." A painting that depicts George Washington in front
of the White House while it was under construction is missing. In
fact, officials say they haven't seen the 1930 painting by N.C. Wyeth
in the last 10 years. They hope to find it in time for the White
House's 200th anniversary next month.
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ANTONIO MORA, ABC NEWS
George W. Bush and Al Gore are both hitting New York today, and both
will end up at the same political dinner tonight. In the meantime,
one of the hotter topics at this week's debate is still simmering.
The issue? Bush's proposal for Social Security reform. Here's ABC's
JOHN MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) Governor Bush is likely to hear this over and over.

VICE PRESIDENT AL GORE, DEMOCRATIC PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE
He can't keep both promises. Which promise is he going to break?

JOHN MARTIN
Gore insists Bush's plan to allow workers to invest some of their
Social Security taxes in the stock market will cost a trillion
dollars in benefits for senior citizens.

AL GORE
Well, how come they're promising the same trillion to two different
groups of people?

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Bush says the trillion will stay in the system, earning $2
trillion dollars, a difficult claim to evaluate.

GOVERNOR GEORGE W BUSH, REPUBLICAN PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE
We got money in Social Security that's going to pay for people's
benefits till 2015. There's positive cash flow.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) But analysts say both candidates avoid a vital issue.

EUGENE STEUERLE, URBAN INSTITUTE
The system is out of balance for the long room. The money has to
come from somewhere, and neither candidate really wants to tell us in
the long run where the money will corne from.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) So the question remains, how to save Social Security from
deficits when pensioners become too numerous for younger workers to
support. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.

ANTONIO MORA
ABC News is now keeping tabs on the progress of the presidential
campaign with daily tracking polls. Our first polling gives Georgew. Bush a narrow but real lead over Al Gore, 48 percent to 43 percent
among likely voters. The poll was conducted almost entirely before
Tuesday night's debate.
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PETER JENNINGS, ABC NEWS
There were a couple of indications earlier in the broadcast about how
important Social Security has become as an issue in the presidential
campaign. Everyone agrees it needs fixing and everyone agrees that if
it isn't reformed, it will eventually run out of money. George W.
Bush wants to modernize Social Security, as he puts it, by allowing
workers to take a small share of their Social Security, payroll tax,
to invest themselves. Al Gore wants to maintain the existing system.
He says he would save Social Security by reducing the national debt
and giving Social Security extra money. ABC's JOHN MARTIN tonight
takes A CLOSER LOOK from the battleground state of Missouri.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(Va) At a small robotics company in a St. Louis suburb, the Blumers,
father and son, work side by side. George Bush's plan to allow them
to invest a small portion of their Social Security payroll taxes in
the stock market is where they part ways.

WILLIAM BLUMER, JR, MACHINIST
I could do with it what I want. If I make a bad decision, then it
falls back on me, and I don't have to complain about anybody else
messing my money up.

WILLIAM BLUMER, SR, MACHINIST
It's retirement money. It's Social Security money and if you lose
it, it' s gone.

JOHN MARTIN
The issue comes down to this, will voters believe Al Gore's promise
to protect Social Security the way it is? Or will they take a gamble
and trust George Bush's plan to privatize part of it?

(va) Some Missouri voters are not sure Social Security will be
there for them, so they are ready to take a risk. Mike Dubis is 29,
father of three.

MIKE DUBIS, ENGINEER
If I give it all that money to Uncle Sam to make his two percent on
it or me turning around making 27 or 30 percent on it, I'd have to go
that way.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) That way has a simple appeal.

TIM PASZKIEWICZ, ENGINEER
I just want more of a say so of what I can do with my own money.

JOHN MARTIN
{VOl At a union hall, retirees worry that Bush is gambling with their
Social Security benefits.

ROSCOE FARMER, RETIRED MACHINIST
I don't think nobody has the option to take my Social Security and
invest it in nothing. It's mine.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Gore targets independents like Hank and Loretta Goehring to
drive home the point that the Bush plan will take a trillion dollars
out of the system. They got a phone message by actor Ed Asner.

EDWARD ASNER
(Telephone call) This is Edward Asner. The Bush plan drains money
that is needed now to pay for current benefits.

HANK GOEHRING, RETIRED POLICE OFFICER
I don't think we have enough money to cover both promises.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) Neither candidate says how he will guarantee Social Security's
future. And both resist saying it will cost more money.

Do you never see the need then in the future of either raising
taxes or cutting benefits?

GOVERNOR GEORGE W BUSH, REPUBLICAN, PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE
I certainly hope not.



JOlIN MARTIN
{VOl An ABC News poll shows voters divided on who will best protect
Social Security, but 58 percent supported a plan like Bush's. In
this era of stock market wealth, they see his idea as an opportunity,
not the end of Social Security. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, St. Louis.

PETER JENNINGS
There are as you well know, a lot of complexities in Social Security
in both of these plans. If you go to our Web site abc. com, that may
help.

When we come back, Steve Allen. The original thinking man's
comic.

(Commercial break)
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PETER JENNINGS, ABC NEWS
We want to stay with taxes for a moment because, actually, the ABC
News polling unit finds at this late stage of the game after
education and the overall economy, tax relief is the third~most
important issue for voters. Mr. Bush and Mr. Gore have very
different ideas. And so, for one last time, for the record, here's
ABC's JOHN MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) Times are good for Bob Dieckman's manufacturing company in
Mason, Ohio. It sells as many as ten luxury shower doors a week for
up to $5,000 apiece.

ROBERT DIECKMAN, OHIO MANUFACTURER
I personally would do better with George Bush's tax cuts.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) That's because Bush's plan calls for a massive tax cut of $1.3
trillion over ten years for all taxpayers, but especially the richest
Americans, who, Bush points out, pay the most taxes. A married
couple with one wage earner making $450,000, for example, would save
more than $12,000 in taxes under the Bush plan.

The Gore tax plan calls for about $500 billion in tax cuts over
ten years, much of it targeted to moderate and low-income
workers--workers like Jennifer Newport, a single mother of two
children. She earns $16,000 a year. Under the Gore plan, if she can
put $500 in a savings account, the government would add $1,500, so
she could buy a home or send a child to college.

JENNIFER NEWPORT, EMPLOYEE
I could use every little bit of extra money that I can get.

JOHN MARTIN
So, who do voters favor? An ABC News poll shows that, among likely
voters who say taxes are the most important issue, Bush has a big
lead.

(VO) Still, supervisor Pat Burch, a Republican with a daughter
in college, is not sure massive tax cuts are wise.

PAT BURCH, EMPLOYEE
There's only so much money to go around. I would much rather see
them take the tax money that they're talking about a tax cut and
let's payoff the debt.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Paying off the national debt is not a priority to Bush, who
favors across-the-board cuts which, he believes, will keep the
economy growing. Gore believes such cuts could lead to massive
deficits. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.

PETER JENNINGS
Well, the candidates, not to mention the pollsters, are rather
smothering us with numbers in this final week, but there is one
that's absolutely key. This election is going to be about turnout
and turnout often turns on the weather. And while we know that
people in the northern plains won't have any trouble with it, there
was snow today, more than two feet in some areas; shut down highways
and knocked out power in the Dakotas and Wyoming. Parts of the Black
Hills got up to four feet of snow. As we said, not much trouble for
many people.

When we corne back, first a truce, and then a bomb.
And then later in the broadcast, the mysterious collapse of a

chess genius. A student defeats his brilliant teacher.
(Commercial break)
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PETER JENNINGS, ABC NEWS
Finally from us this evening the homecoming. The USS Cole is slowly
heading from the port in Yemen where it was attacked to the naval
station in Norfolk, Virginia, all the way around Africa on a six-week
journey. The Cole's surviving sailors flew home to the United
States. Today they met their families. Here's ABC's JOHN MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) They had waited for hours, the families, the friends. In the
crowd, Maria Walker waited for her husband and met the Secretary of
the Navy.

MARIA WALKER
Can I give you a hug, please?

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) On the tarmac, the plane was approaching.

MARIA WALKER
I don't know. I don't know what we will do. We will talk.
know how he's going be.

I don't

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) For weeks, Chief Petty Officer JOHN Walker was this image on the
refrigerator door, a picture he e-mailed Maria after the explosion to
assure her he was all right. She made badges from the picture. His
father wore one. Walker was meant to be in the mess hall when the
bomb went off. By chance, he was talking to the captain. A crewman
he tried to revive died. Yesterday, as the homecoming approached,
Maria, his father and his stepmother decorated the house and the
family van. Last night, they prepared a special dinner to serve him
on his return.

DON WALKER, FATHER
It won't be over until I see him, until he walks off the plane.

MARIA WALKER
Hmm. And we hold him and we make sure that he's OK.

1ST WOMAN
JOHNny!

2ND WOMAN
I see him, Maria!

1ST WOMAN
Maria, Maria, right here.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Later, around a table ...

CHIEF PETTY OFFICER JOHN WALKER, USS COLE
Lord, we have many things to be thankful for.

I'm alive. Sometimes I wonder, you know, if I would have been
in one of those other people's positions. I think about that every
day.

DON WALKER
It was much better hearing him say, 'Hey, Dad,' than it was to hear
him say 'dada' when he first started talking.

JOHN MARTIN
{VOl JOHN Walker and the remaining crew of the USS Cole are home.
JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.

PETER JENNINGS
That's our report on WORLD NEWS TONIGHT. Don't forget "Nightline."
And Sunday on "This Week," Cokie Roberts talks to Jean Carnahan. The
widow of Missouri's Democratic governor, who died in a plane crash.
She believes she should serve if her late husband is elected,
posthumously. I'm Peter Jennings, We hope you have a good weekend
and good night.
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PETER JENNINGS, ABC NEWS
Is this the vote for Mr. Bush, or Mr. Gore? Is this even a legal
ballot? It's been almost a week and nothing is resolved. The
fighting is very intense.

VICE PRESIDENT AL GORE, DEMOCRAT, PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE
What is at stake is the integrity of our democracy.

THEODORE OLSON, BUSH CAMPAIGN GENERAL COUNSEL
These votes have been counted twice already. They have been counted
initially and they were counted again.

PETER JENNINGS
The Florida courts are the battlefield. How and when will it be
resolved? Tonight, the rule of law and the minefield of public
opinion.

ANNOUNCER
ABC 2000: A NATION WAITS. Now reporting, Peter Jennings.

PETER JENNINGS
Good evening. It's been another quite remarkable day in the
presidential campaign that only seems to have no end. Battalions of
lawyers and political representatives, sometimes one and the same,
arguing about the rule of law, the interpretation of the law. There
has been reasoned argument, some downright ugly accusation and a fair
degree of confusion. Our aim in this hour is to understand as much
as we can and try to figure out where it goes next. There is a lot
of heat, but the light is sometimes less apparent.

(Va) The day began with a challenge for the Democrats. Florida
secretary of state said that Florida law required all counties to
submit their final vote totals by tomorrow afternoon.

BOB CRAWFORD, FLORIDA STATE ELECTION CANVASSING BOARD
So, unfortunately, for those who want more time, I think--I think the
law is clear, you have to conduct--you have to get everything
straightened out in that seven-day period, and that's just the way
the law reads.

PETER JENNINGS
(Val The Democrats responded very quickly.

WARREN CHRISTOPHER, GORE ADVISER
It's hard to understand why, under these circumstances, the secretary
of state would act to deny thousands and perhaps more than that votes
that Floridians have asked--Floridians have asked to be considered.
But I will say that she's been a long supporter of Governor Jeb Bush
in Florida and she's also been active--quite active in the campaign
of Governor George W. Bush.

PETER JENNINGS
(Val The Gore campaign joined a lawsuit to have the deadline
extended.

AL GORE
Look, 1--1 would not want to win the presidency by a few votes cast
in error or misinterpreted or not counted and I don't think Governor
Bush wants that either.

PETER JENNINGS
(Va) The Bush campaign says the votes have already been counted twice
and asked a federal judge to stop all additional counting by hand.
He refused.

THEODORE OLSON
But it raises a problem. How long will this go on? When will it be
over? How many lawsuits will be filed? Where will they be
litigated? When is this process going to be over? How many--how many
participants are there going to be in the process? It leads to
inevitable uncertainty and inequality and confusion. That's why we
tried to stop the process today.

PETER JENNINGS



Now let's start now by trying to give some context to some of those
headlines. There has actually been some news made in just the last
couple of minutes. As you know, the Democrats want a count by hand
in four Democratic counties and part of that lawsuit is to enable
them to continue doing it. But just a short while ago, after having
done a sample count in Broward County, just near Miami, the
headquarters of which are Fort Lauderdale, they decided not to do it.
Let's go and see what Steve Osunsami says in Fort Lauderdale. Steve:

STEVE OSUNSAMI, ABC NEWS
Well, Peter, they looked at votes from three precincts and found a
four-vote difference. One precinct, there was absolutely no change.
The second precinct, there were five votes that went to Vice
President Al Gore. And in the third precinct they looked at, they
took away a vote from Gore. In the end, the council decided that
there were no errors in tabulation done by the computer and so
because of that, referencing a decision or actually legal advice they
got from the state, that there was no need to take that next step and
recount every single vote in this county.

PETER JENNINGS
So, Steve, is that the end of it, as far as Broward is concerned?

STEVE OSUNSAMI
That seems to be the end of it. The only concern now is how they
will adjust the final vote tally based on the differences that they
obtain tonight.

PETER JENNINGS
OK. Thanks very much. Steve Osunsami in Broward County which takes
us immediately to our political analyst, George Stephanopoulos. And
our political director Mark Halperin.

One county comes off the table apparently.
GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS, ABC NEWS POLITICAL ANALYST

GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS reporting
Apparently.

PETER JENNINGS
What's the political consequence of this?

GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS
This is very disappointing news for the Gore campaign because their
chances now of picking up the votes they need, even through this
fair-and-accurate count they want, go down dramatically. Some of the
Gore lawyers still believe they have a chance to challenge this. But
that's going to be a difficult fight, to challenge the process
they've been supporting all along.

PETER JENNINGS
And, Mark, if I'm not mistaken, the commission that made this
decision in Broward County was actually run by Democrats?

MARK HALPERIN, ABC NEWS POLITICAL DIRECTOR
That's right. These counties were chosen--the Democrats chose these
counties, quite cleverly. There were indications of abuse, but they
choose them primarily because they thought they could get a lot of
Democratic votes picked up. And here is one off their list that they
were counting on picking up a lot of votes in.

PETER JENNINGS
OK. I know you're not going anywhere, but let us go backwards for a
moment to this decision by the Bush campaign to try to challenge the
idea of counting by hand in general. And as you probably know, they
went to federal court in Miami and they were disappointed today,
though it was not an enormous surprise to them. Joining us from
Miami now is our legal analyst, Jeffrey Toobin.

Jeffrey, take us if you would carefully through that process
today.

JEFFREY TOOBIN, ABC NEWS LEGAL ANALYST
OK, Peter, this morning, there was a hearing behind me in the federal
courthouse here in Miami on the Bush campaign's claim that the entire
hand counting process was so disorganized, so badly run, so without
discretion that the whole process had to stop. And in a rUling from
the bench, he didn't even go back to his chambers to decide, Judge
Donald Middlebrooks, said, 'No, I am not getting involved in this.
This is a Florida law. Florida can run its election without federal
intervention.' So it's not a big surprise. Federal courts try to
stay out of state proceedings like this one, but it was a defeat for
the--for the Bush forces and a vic--victory for the Gore people.

PETER JENNINGS
Now, the Republicans have taken the opportunity to appeal this to the
11th Circuit Court of Appeals in Atlanta. Do you have the vaguest
idea how they might rule, or any instinct?

JEFFREY TOOBIN
Well, this--this judge didn't seem to think it was a very difficult
case. I think most of the experts we've spoken to do not think the
Bush forces have much chance. But based on the other developments of
the day, they may have the--the hand count behind them through an
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entirely different route.
PETER JENNINGS

All right, now as most people, I think, now know, unless they're just
tuning in to the first broadcast, the real issue at hand now is the
decision by Florida's Secretary of State Katherine Harris to have all
ballots from all counties turned in and certified by tomorrow night.
What else do we need to know about that at the outset, Jeffrey?

JEFFREY TOOBIN
Well, this is the--the--really the key ruling because the secretary
of state, Ms. Harris, has said, that there is a Cal--a Florida--a
Florida law that says she must, she must, that's what the law says,
certify the election one week after Election Day, that is, tomorrow
at 5:00. What the Democrats claim is that that doesn't contemplate
that a hand count would be ongoing at the time. But she has said,
'Enough is enough.' She doesn't care if a hand count is going. 'You
better turn in your votes tomorrow or forever hold your peace.'

PETER JENNINGS
Now, I'm going to talk in just a moment to one of the members of the
Florida State Election Commission. But we also have with Jeffrey, in
Miami tonight, Steven Gey, who is a legal analyst for us and
particularly conscientious about state law.

Just looking at the law yourself, Mr. Gey, has the secretary of
state made an appropriate decision?

PROFESSOR STEVEN GEY, CONSTITUTIONAL LAW, FLORIDA STATE
UNIVERSITY

Well, it's hard to say because really you have three different state
laws that are somewhat inconsistent with each other. You have one
statute that gives to the canvassing commission seemingly no
discretion whatsoever in deciding whether or not to accept votes at
5:00 on Tuesday. You have another statute that applies to the
secretary of state which seems to give her at least some discretion
to accept or deny-~refuse to accept the votes as of 5:00 Tuesday. And
it's a question of how those two statutes interrelate. And than in
addition, you have a third set of statutes that give to the county
canvassing boards the obligation to come up with an accurate
determination of what the votes were in that county. And so all of
these things seem to be in tension with each other and, in fact,
that's right now pending before a circuit court here in Tallahassee,
and we should have a decision on this sometime tomorrow morning.

PETER JENNINGS
I much appreciate it. I was smiling as you used the word,
'contention. '

Well as I said, in a moment, we'll talk to one of the members of
the Florida election commission. But first this--for first one
admonition. If you'll listen to the political debate and the legal
debate today, you'll know that everybody is getting a label,
everybody is getting a party label whether they deserve it or not.
Now the woman at the center of this particular issue is Katherine
Harris. She is Florida secretary of state, and her decision, she
says based in law, that the recount must end at 5:00 tomorrow, is of
course a major threat to the Gore strategy. And all day, there have
been questions from Gore partisans about her motives. Let's look at
that first. Here's ABC's Linda Douglass.

LINDA DOUGLASS, ABC NEWS
Secretary of State Katherine Harris stayed behind closed doors all
day communicating only by written statement. After a short, tense
meeting in her office this morning, Al Gore's team began raising
questions about her motives.

WARREN CHRISTOPHER
She is a long-standing supporter of--of Governor Bush.

LINDA DOUGLASS
(Va) By this afternoon, their statements were even more pointed.

WARREN CHRISTOPHER
Her plan, I'm afraid, has the look of an effort to produce a
particular result in the election. It also looks like a move in the
direction of partisan politics and away from the nonpartisan
administration of the election laws.

LINDA DOUGLASS
(va) Katherine Harris is a RepUblican, elected to statewide office
two years ago and described by reporters who cover the State House,
as politically ambitious. She co-chaired George W. Bush's Florida
campaign and flew to New Hampshire during the primary to help him.

MARK SILVA, MIAMI HERALD
She has campaigned actively for George Bush. She went to New
Hampshire, she delivered baskets of strawberries and bags of oranges
door to door with Jeb Bush when he was campaigning in New Hampshire
for his brother.

LINDA DOUGLASS
(Va) During the campaign, Harris was criticized by nonpartisan public



interest groups when she ran a state-sponsored ad campaign to
encourage voting, featuring a Bush spokesman, General Norman
Schwarzkopf.

(Clip from political ad)
LINDA DOUGLASS

(VO) Democrats insist Harris is a close political ally of Florida
Governor Jeb Bush. Her office is just steps away from his. But
local political reporters point out that Jeb Bush backed her opponent
in the primary. They say she does not appear to be under the thumb
of the governor.

MARK SILVA
They work hand-in~hand on a lot of government activities. But she is
not necessarily his agent.

LINDA DOUGLASS
(VO) Harris' aides argue she is simply following the law by

certifying the election tomorrow. She has consistently said she
would do that before the issue of hand recounting ever came up.

(OC) Harris' aides insist she is calm and comfortable with her
decision. But Democrats say if she does stop the vote count
tomorrow, the country will always wonder about her motives.

PETER JENNINGS
Everybody says they are calm and

Peter:

Thanks very much, Linda.
comfortable today.

Joining us also from Tallahassee is Bob Crawford, who is a
member of the Florida State Election Commission--beg your pardon, the
canvassing board.

Mr. Crawford, can I start before I ask you about the details of
this, to react to just one comment. Chris Lehane, Mr. Gore's press
secretary, said today that she, Ms. Harris, is acting in the finest
tradition of a Soviet commissar? Any thoughts about that?

BOB CRAWFORD
Well, 1--1 think those kind of statements are--are not appropriate.
I have known Katherine Harris since she was 16 years old. And one
thing's true about Katherine, she's her own person. She does what
she thinks is right and 1--1 think, in this case, you look at the
law, she's clearly right.

PETER JENNINGS
Just to maintain the notion of labels here, Mr. Crawford is a
Democrat and voted, I gather, for Governor Bush?

BOB CRAWFORD
That's correct.

PETER JENNINGS
Can you tell me why the secretary of state doesn't appear, in your
view, to have any flexibility here?

BOB CRAWFORD
If--Peter, if you look at the statute, the one that pertains to the
election canvassing commission, which I'm a member of and Katherine
Harris is also a member of, we're actually the ones who--who make the
certification. It clearly says that any ballots from a county that
are not in our possession by 5:00 on Tuesday shall be ignored. And
that's as clear as the legislature can make it. I used to be a
legislator. I know what they meant when they said that and they were
serious about it.

PETER JENNINGS
But, Mr. Crawford, in fact, the state has made concessions or been
flexible in the past in the case of a hurricane, once.

BOB CRAWFORD
That's right and I think if you had a hurricane or natural disaster,
that there--there should be some reasonable exceptions. But if you
go clearly against the--the intent of the law, then you're--you're, I
think, sUbject to the criticism of being unfair because you're not
following the rules, so ...

PETER JENNINGS
Would you--would you agree ...

BOB CRAWFORD
When I got ...

I apologize.
is, in other
in court?

PETER JENNINGS
Would you agree that the law

words, the challenge into the
is debatable here, which
law is at least legitimate

BOB CRAWFORD
Well, I think certainly any camp has a right to go to court if
they--they so choose. As I read it, and my legal counsel, I spent
all weekend with lawyers and making sure we understood exactly what
the law says, it's pretty clear--clear. Now, a judge can take
another look at it and that's the only way that I feel like I would
have the discretion to--to open up the--the deadline. And so, we'll
look for a ruling from the--from the courts and that will--will
probably resolve it.



PETER JENNINGS
Mr. Crawford, thank you very much.

BOB CRAWFORD
Thank you.

PETER JENNINGS
A ruling from the court expected on this sometime tomorrow, because
the deadline, according to Ms. Harris, is tomorrow. WeIll continue.
All day we've been asking Americans what they think about what's
going on and just before we get right into the break, here's some of
what we heard.

1ST WOMAN
We just moved down a year and a half ago. I've never seen the ballot
and when I went back to double-check my ballot, I can't swear that I
did not double vote.

1ST MAN
I don't--I just don't see what the problem was. I mean, it was
perfectly straightforward, and I've talked to all of my friends that
are my age and none of them seemed to have any problems with it at
all. I don't see just what the big fuss is about. If I don't have
any problem with it, then you know it's got to be a good ballot.

ANNOUNCER
ABC 2000: A NATION WAITS will continue in a moment.

(Commercial break)
ANNOUNCER

ABC 2000: A NATION WAITS continues. Once again, Peter Jennings.
PETER JENNINGS

So all this talk about counting and recounting by hand comes down to
questions about how it's actually done and what opportunities it
offers for, well, irregularities. In some ways, what's going on in
Florida represents the best and the worst of American politics.
ABC's Dan Harris is in Volusia County tonight. volusia County may
not be so familiar. Think Daytona Beach on the East Coast, and Dan
has been following the process there.

DAN HARRIS, ABC NEWS
(VO) It's simultaneously mundane and momentous. Vote counters here
in Volusia County are engaged in the tedious task of scrutinizing
more than 184,000 pieces of paper, with the White House hanging in
the balance. They are average Americans, drafted into history.

LINDA ELLIOT, DEMOCRATIC OBSERVER
It's exciting to be here. Really, rather than mind-numbing, it's
quite the opposite. It's energizing and--and you feel like you're
part of the process.

DAN HARRIS
It's all happening in sleepy DeLand, Florida, the Volusia County
seat. The government building is swarmed by reporters and regular
people who are allowed to walk right into the room where the counting
takes place.

GORDON SIMMONS, VOLUSIA COUNTY RESIDENT
It's history in the making. Nobody has ever seen anything like this
before, obviously.

DAN HARRIS
They work in teams of four, two county employees and two observers,
one Republican, one Democrat. If they cannot agree on a ballot, they
stuff it in an envelope and give it to an armed guard, who takes it
over to this special committee, whose members try to divine the
intent of the voter. This process is, at times, a bit confused.
After all, they've never done this before.

(VO) It's presided over by a local jUdge who does not bother to
hide how overwhelmed he is.

2ND MAN
Everybody wants me to answer every little thing.

DAN HARRIS
(VO) Republican observers say this process is a complete mess.

3RD MAN
I think everyone's trying to do the right thing, but it's, you know,
organized chaos.

DAN HARRIS
(VO) One day after last Tuesday's vote, an elderly poll worker walked
into the elections office with bags of ballots inadvertently left in
his car.

GENE TRACY, POLL WORKER
I went out to get something out of the rear of the car, 10 and
behold, there were the ballots.

DAN HARRIS
(VO) And during this manual recount, county officials discovered that
in one precinct, 320 ballots were not counted in the original
election. They blame human error and technological problems. County
officials are more than slightly defensive, worried about being
portrayed to the nation as bumbling bureaucrats.



DAVID BYRON, VOLUSIA COUNTY OFFICIAL
We pride ourselves on being a good, well-run, well-organized,
well-managed government, and it is embarrassing to have national
attention focused on us because of these problems.

DAN HARRIS
This is a costly exercise for Volusia County. Officials say they're
treating it as if it were a natural disaster, such as a hurricane.
But this is the perfect political storm. Peter:

PETER JENNINGS
Thank you very much, Dan Harris. Some of that flexibility the
Democrats are looking for. It's even more complex than that, though,
leaving ballots in the car is perhaps not prudent.

Assuming nothing stops the other hand counts now under way or
planned in Florida, we're talking about a million votes in two
counties which we validated on the basis of whether or not holes have
been clearly punched through the ballot where the candidate's name
appears. And as JOHN MARTIN reports, when they are looking at that,
the difference is very much in the eye of the beholder.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
This is a copy of a Florida ballot. And what this giant flap comes
down to, in some of the biggest counties, is a tiny flap of paper.
They're called "chads." And when voters punch their ballots, they may
form a number of chads.

(va) There is a hanging-door chad, meaning there is one corner
of the paper or chad still attached to the ballot. There are
swinging-door chads, meaning they swing on two corners, still
attached to the ballot. There is a tri-chad, where three corners of
still attached. There are dimpled chads, meaning the voter's stylist
made an indentation in the chad but did not pierce it. And then
there are pregnant chads, in which the chad is pierced but still
firmly attached to the ballot. That's the challenge ballot counters
face, to read the voter's intention properly, choosing between a
fully-punched hole and one that has some chad still left.

BOB NICHOLS, PALM BEACH COUNTY SPOKESPERSON
The hanging one is counted, the swinging door is counted and the tri
is counted. The ones that are not counted are the ones that are just
dimpled or pregnant, they're a little bit out but they're not
through.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) Given the possibility of error, just what are the probabilities
that the vote in Florida will be absolutely accurate?

PROFESSOR ERIC USLANDER, FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE
OF LAW

People are looking for something like--like the Holy Grail, a
specific number that will tell people who won, who lost this
election, and we're never really going to find that out.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) Just take a look at the machines.

STEVEN GEY
The machines will sometimes not count a vote for the purely arbitrary
reason that the chad flops back over the hole, and the machine
doesn't actually read the ballot as having legitimately been cast.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) So what are the probabilities that the recount, involving
hundreds of hands and tens of thousands of ballots, will prove
accurate?

PROFESSOR KEITH ORO, GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY
We can't say where those votes would have gone.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) Well, there is always some margin of error, says Professor Keith
Ord, who was lecturing today about the statistical results of the
election.

KEITH ORO
It's certainly possible that the--the margin of error in the count
could be greater than the margin of victory for either candidate.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Will the numbers change?

PROTESTER
My vote counts!

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) Interestingly, most vote totals will rise. And why is that?

STEVEN GEY
Because ambiguities that machines will not recognize will very often
be unanimously recognized by human beings looking at the ballot as a
legitimate vote.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) Even so, the tallying is difficult.

ERIC USLANDER
People are holding these cards up in the sky. They are sort of



BILL DELAHUNT

looking to see, 'Well, is this really a hole or could it just be like
a little pinhole? Is it a vote, is it a pinhole? What is it?' And
that's sort of like asking people to judge art instead of a ballot.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) All this has happened before, of course, although the stakes
were not as high.

I thought I had lost.
JOHN MARTIN

(VO) Four years ago, the vote in Bill Delahunt's primary race for
Congress was so close, he demanded a recount. As in Florida, the
issue was punch-card ballots. Machines did not tally them.

BILL DELAHUNT
When I first heard about the number of blanks that had been cast, I
was really taken aback.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) After the recount, judges decided Delahunt had more votes. His
opponent accepted defeat and, ultimately, the state got rid of
punch-card ballots.

BILL DELAHUNT
By going to court, what we did was to not only preserve the integrity
of the system, but reveal the inherit flaws in a particular system,
because the machines that initially counted me out didn't count well.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) But in Florida, where punch-card voting remains, the election is
so close, it can be said to hang by threads of paper. Peter:

PETER JENNINGS
Thank you, JOHN. And why is it called a chad? There is actually a
debate about that. But it's not the country in Africa.

Now we took a poll over the weekend. And one of the things that
struck us was how engaged people are in this as a news story, more
engaged than they have been in a story for more than a decade. So
here's some more of what people are talking about.

4TH MAN
Republicans want to do here is run out the clock because they've got
a short lead.

5TH MAN
Yeah, so they are managing the clock well right now?

4TH MAN
No, they're not.

5TH MAN
OK.

4TH MAN
Because they've put more time on the clock. I believe whoever the
next president of the United States is will have stolen the office,
I--whoever it is. If it's Bush, they will have stolen it somehow.
If it's Gore, they will have stolen it somehow. And--and how do we
trust a president who has stolen the office?

5TH MAN
So, this next person to be president will just be keeping the White
House warm for Hillary when she takes over in 2004?

4TH MAN
That's correct.

5TH MAN
Yeah.

4TH MAN
As a matter of fact.

5TH MAN
Because right now she's going ...

ANNOUNCER
ABC 2000: A NATION WAITS will continue in a moment.

(Commercial break)
ANNOUNCER

ABC 2000: A NATION WAITS continues. Once again, Peter Jennings.
PETER JENNINGS

I just mentioned the poll a moment ago, let's give you some sense of
what you are thinking. It is nearly a week since Americans actually
voted, and if the novelty of this election stand-off is waning,
public interest certainly is not. In an ABC News/Washington Post
poll taken yesterday, 85 percent of those surveyed said they are
still watching developments closely. Nineteen percent said they were
very worried about the ongoing confusion, only 19 percent. Most
people, 52 percent, said they were not losing any sleep over it at
all, and 65 percent, this is not a serious problem, it's just what
can happen in such a close race. On the question of the recounts,
two-thirds of those surveyed think that both candidates should accept
the final Florida tally, whenever that comes, without further
challenging the fairness of the vote in court.

TEXT:



ABC NEWS THE WASHINGTON POST POLL MARGIN OF ERROR +/- 3.5
HOW WORRIED ARE YOU ABOUT THE ELECTION SITUATION?
19% 28% 52% VERY SOMEWHAT NOT
ABC NEWS THE WASHINGTON POST POLL MARGIN OF ERROR +/- 3.5
SERIOUS PROBLEMS IN ELECTION SYSTEM?
65% 32% NO YES
ABC NEWS THE WASHINGTON POST POLL MARGIN OF ERROR +/- 3.5
SHOULD THEY ACCEPT THE FLORIDA RECOUNT?
55% 12% 28% AGREE SOMEWHAT GO TO COURT

PETER JENNINGS
And the majority of both Bush and Gore supporters oppose recounts in
other states. The Electoral College, by a margin of two-to~one,
Americans think the popular vote should decide who becomes the next
president, not the Electoral College. And, we're back to that
partisan notion of this all again, who would they like to see emerge
the winner? Pretty much a dead heat, just about as it was on
Election Day.

TEXT:
ABC NEWS THE WASHINGTON POST POLL MARGIN OF ERROR +/- 3.5
SHOULD POPULAR VOTE REPLACE ELECTORAL COLLEGE?
63% 31% YES NO
ABC NEWS THE WASHINGTON POST POLL MARGIN OF ERROR +/- 3.5
BUSH 45% GORE 44%

PETER JENNINGS
Now the uncertainty in Florida has carried over into Wall Street.
Many analysts argue that the indecision has taken a toll on the
national and on the international markets. And so we asked our
economics editor, Betsy Stark, to find out as best she could whether
the timing of all this was really cause for concern.

BETSY STARK, ABC NEWS
(VO) The last thing investors needed right now was another reason to
sell stocks, and that's just what this undecided election has given
them.

JASON TRENNERT, ECONOMIST, lSI
What worries us most about this is there is no end in sight to this
political wrangling that we're seeing down in Florida, and to the
extent to which it continues, we tend to think the stock market is
going to have greater and greater problems.

BETSY STARK
{VOl Problems because the presidential uncertainty comes on top of an
economy that is slowing down. It's not just the dot-corns. For weeks
some of the nation's biggest and best technology companies, including
Intel, Dell, and, today, Hewlett-Packard, have warned slower sales
are ahead. The technology-heavy Nasdaq is down 27 percent this year,
plunging 12 percent last week alone.

TOM GALVIN, INVESTMENT STRATEGIST, CFSB
The velocity of the slowdown of the economy right now is much more
important, necessarily, than who ends up being the next president.

BETSY STARK
(VO) Ultimately, money managers say the market can live with Bush or
Gore because neither will have a mandate for change, given the
closely divided Congress.

TOM GALVIN
And I think the market is taking comfort in knowing that whoever the
next president will be, they're going to have to be more restrained
whether it's about tax cuts, whether it's about spending proposals.
And that ultimately is--is to the greater good of the market.

BETSY STARK
In the meantime, the fear is that the longer this election process
drags on, the greater the risk to the market and the economy. The
reputation of US financial markets as the most stable in the world
could suffer.

(VO) And
free-spending

so could the confidence of
ways have helped drive the

JASON TRENNERT
It creates an environment where both companies
are somewhat uncertain about their future and,
them somewhat more unwilling to spend money as
the past.

US consumers, whose
economic boom.

and consumers alike
as a result, it makes
freely as they have in

BETSY STARK
(VO) Eighty million American consumers are also stock market
investors, investors who have been watching their nest eggs lose
value every day since the election.

CHARLES GABRIEL, POLITICAL ANALYST, PRUDENTIAL SECURITIES
I do think that American's patience for this legal slugfest that is
reaching a high pitch down in south Florida right now will wear thin.
And it won't take much more than a very sharp drop in the Dow Jones
industrial average to match the very sharp drop we've already seen on
the Nasdaq with the high-tech stocks, to really reach out and capture



PETER JENNINGS

people's attention and add some consequence to this game going on in
south Florida.

BETSY STARK
(VO) Analysts say impatient investors worried about the money they
are losing could become a powerful force, pressuring both campaigns
to reach a faster conclusion. Peter:

PETER JENNINGS
Thanks very much, Betsy Stark.

Now to take this one step further, we're joined from San
Francisco by Dr. Laura Tyson, former national economic adviser to
President Clinton, sometime adviser to the Gore campaign, but here
tonight to talk about the markets.

Is this everything the markets didn't need?
DR LAURA D'ANDREA TYSON, UNIVERSITY CALIFORNIA AT BERKELEY

Well, you know, I thought the market story was interesting compared
to the poll story. The poll story suggests that Americans are--are
not that concerned that they trust we have a rule of law, they trust
we have institutions. The market is suffering right now, it's
suffering from higher interest rates, it's suffering from higher oil
prices, it's suffering from poor earnings releases by a number of
companies, high-tech companies in particular. I personally don't
think the uncertainty factor is--is really playing a role here and I
do agree with the polling results which suggests, basically, people
are waiting to see what happens.

PETER JENNINGS
Why--why do so many analysts on Wall Street today tell us it is the
uncertainty which is causing this dipping and diving?

LAURA D'ANDREA TYSON
Well--well I have to say that analysts oftentimes choose short-term
factors to explain market phenomenon without any ability to
demonstrate that the short-term factors are at play. Let me say one
thing, market analysts tend to believe that markets do not like
uncertainty. This is uncertainty. However, let me say that perhaps
the most certain outcome here is, however the vote turns out, we're
not going to have a major change in policy relative to the policy
we've seen in the last eight years. You know what? That's good news
for the stock market. The stock market has performed fabulously
during the last eight years and a continuation of policy of the sort
we've had in those--in that period of time is good for the market.
So I'm not sure why ...

OK.
LAURA D'ANDREA TYSON

...this uncertainty factor is playing into the market. I think it's
other economic variables.

PETER JENNINGS
OK Dr. Tyson. Thank you very much for giving us a little of your
time.

Uncertainty or not, it's going to be difficult for either man,
whomever wins the presidential race now, to conduct policy perhaps
quite the way he would like to.

Now listen again to some of what you and your friends and
colleagues have been saying.

6TH MAN
If I had known at the time that, that, you know, the situation was
going to be like it is, yes, I would have voted.

7TH MAN
Whoever they put in there, still not going to benefit me at all as a
truck driver.

8TH MAN
The general public, and 1--1 speak for myself, as the general public,
gets very upset and doesn't go out and vote when they should and
things like that because their con--their census is, 'Why should I?
Because my vote doesn't count.'

ANNOUNCER
Tonight's ABC News special, A NATION WAITS, continues after this from
our ABC stations.

(Commercial break)
ANNOUNCER

ABC 2000: A NATION WAITS continues. Once again, Peter Jennings.
PETER JENNINGS

Well, you heard everybody say how engaged people are. We've been
watching the strategy of the Republicans and Democrats for almost a
week now. Let's go back and review some of this. Vice President Gore
with his decision last week to push for a hand counting of the votes.
ABC's Terry Mo:an is in Washington. r_

Terry, brlng us up to date at the moment.
TERRY MORAN, ABC NEWS

(VO) If Al Gore ends up winning the White House, it will likely be



because he picked up just enough votes like this, by the painstaking
and, the Bush campaign would claim, inaccurate hand counting of votes
that is continuing tonight in four Florida counties.

AL GORE
While time is important, it is even more important that every vote is
counted and counted accurately.

TERRY MORAN
(VO) The Gore campaign's aggressive move to have ballots manually
recounted was born even as Floridians were still voting. During the
course of Election Day, Gore staffers in Nashville received reports
from operatives at polling places throughout Florida who warned of
voter complaints and ballot irregularities in several counties.

PETER JENNINGS
(From election night coverage) (Network technical difficulties). Too
close to call column.

TERRY MORAN
(VO) That night, as Florida seesawed back and forth, between Gore and
Bush, lawyers and staffers in the Gore campaign's war room in
Nashville began planning for the recounts they felt certain would be
necessary. By the early morning hours of Wednesday, they had even
selected the four predominantly Democratic counties where they would
request hand counts. And within hours, a legal team was in place
fanning out throughout Florida.

9TH MAN
Obviously we're starting to send some assets down there who are from
the campaign.

TERRY MORAN
The manual recount strategy was the product of a huge ground
operation in Florida that warned of irregularities early on, a savvy
political staff in Nashville that seized on the opportunities in the
law and a candidate who was determined not to leave one single vote
for him uncounted. Peter:

PETER JENNINGS
Thanks very much. Terry Moran in Washington recorded that just a
short while ago, and has even this evening been slightly overtaken by
the events in Broward County.

On the Bush side, nothing seemed to break in their favor until
the Florida secretary of state made it clear she would stick by the
law on the deadline of Tuesday at 5 PM to have the votes from all of
the counties in and certified. That's all except those overseas
absentee ballots. ABC's Dean Reynolds picks up Bush strategy from
Austin.

DEAN REYNOLDS, ABC NEWS
(Va) The Bush campaign insists it was not surprised by the Democrats'
decision to go for hand counting votes in districts favorable to Al
Gore.

1ST CROWD
We want a revote!

DEAN REYNOLDS
(Va) And officials argue that the spectacle of a chaotic recount
process is helping them in the court of public opinion. Yet the
campaign decision to go to federal court to stop the hand count right
after attacking supporters of Gore for filing their own lawsuits
leaves Governor Bush somewhat exposed. First, the RepUblican suit
could be interpreted as an attempt to thwart the will of the voters.
Second, it undermines Bush's long-held position against federal
interference in state matters. Third ...

GOVERNOR JEB BUSH
We will carry this state for you, George.

DEAN REYNOLDS
(Va) ...you now have the rarity of Bush suing the state where his
brother, Jeb, is the governor. Fourth, it turns out that Texas has
it's own procedure for hand recounts, and Bush signed it into law.

TEXT:
BUSH
"A manual recount shall be conducted in preference to an

electronic recount ..."
DEAN REYNOLDS

(Va) Moreover, all of these arguments are being made now, and have
been made for days by Gore's advocates. The Bush trouble shooters
say the lawsuit is designed to bring the electoral confusion to an
end, and that the Democrats' lawyers just want to prolong it. But
the Bush lawyers had little choice. Experience suggests hand
counting discovers ballots skipped by machines. The fact that the
hand counting is going on in Gore strongholds presumably means that
Gore will get some new votes.

(OC) And that's why, for the Bush campaign, so much is riding on
that 5 PM deadline tomorrow that Florida's secretary of state says
will mark the end of all vote counting except the absentees. Peter:



PETER JENNINGS
Thanks very much. Dean Reynolds in Austin.

By the way, watch the presidential candidate appearances to sort
of test their particular mood and how they think it's going in terms
of this political see-saw. Mr. Bush stayed out of sight today. Mr.
Gore made that public statement about asking for patience outside the
White House. Mr. Bush had the press in the other day to point out
that it was a responsible thing to do, to be preparing for the
transition just in case. Mr. Gore was seen with his family going to
the movies and playing touch football. Both men want us to see them
very carefully in lights of their choosing. Back in just a moment.

(Commercial break)
ANNOUNCER

ABC 2000: A NATION WAITS continues. Once again, Peter Jennings.
PETER JENNINGS

Well, the whole country is focused on Florida, of course. But for
days, the Republicans have suggested if things didn't go their way in
Florida, or even if they did to some extent, they might decide to
make some challenges in other states as well. Here's ABC's Lynn
Sherr on what that might bring.

LYNN SHERR, ABC NEWS
(Va) If George W. Bush loses the recount, the end of the day in
Florida might simply mean the beginning of weeks and weeks of more
ballot tallies--not to mention lawsuits--in other states.

JAMES BAKER, BUSH CAMPAIGN
If the Gore campaign is going to continue to call for recount after
recount after recount until they're satisfied with the result here in
Florida, we may be forced to suggest that there be recounts in all of
these states where we trail--where we trail very narrowly.

LYNN SHERR
some combination of these four states where
still win Mr. Bush the election.

Well,
could

(Va) Which ones?
the vote is close

TEXT:
(map shown with states

Mexico
highlighted) Oregon Wisconsin Iowa New

LYNN SHERR
(VO) It starts with Wisconsin. Vice President Gore leads there by
just over 6100 votes. But Republican officials have already
complained to the Milwaukee district attorney about alleged criminal
violations there. The GOP's deadline for requesting a recount--it's
not automatic--could be as soon as this Friday, November 17th, before
it's even clear who won Florida.

Iowa is another possibility. Governor Bush is down nearly 5,000
votes there and county officials are still going over their totals.
To request a recount, Mr. Bush must personally write to each of the
state's 99 county commissioners by 5:00 PM this Friday--again, before
the Florida count may be final. Then the Iowa recount, mostly
through optical scanners, must be completed by December 4th.

In Oregon, where final numbers are almost in, Al Gore's
5700-vote lead seems seems strong enough to forestall the automatic
recount that would come if it fell to 2800 votes. But the Bush
campaign could ask for the recount by paying $8,000 to the state by
December 12th. Oregon's ballots were all mailed in this year and
would be recounted by machine.

10TH MAN
Would you join me in a rousing New Mexico welcome to the next
president of the United States, George W. Bush?

LYNN SHERR
(Va) And then there's New Mexico. As of this afternoon, George Bush
held a tiny lead with a number of ballots to go. Officials have
already impounded ballots statewide in case the Republicans file for
a recount. Deadline to file: December 4th. A judge would decide how
much time it could take to go through all the ballots electronically.
What kind of chances would the Republicans have with this strategy?

JAN BARAN, ABC NEWS LEGAL CONSULTANT
Governor Bush's chances of having a recount that will reverse the
outcomes in the states of Oregon, Iowa and Wisconsin would be very
unlikely and very difficult. Historically, those types of margins of
five to 6,000 votes are usually not reversed in a recount.

LYNN SHERR
(VO) So, why bother? Is all this recounting just a breakdown of the
system?

JAN BARAN
This is a test of our system, but our system seems to be meeting that
test quite well.

LYNN SHERR
Well, yes. And of course, none of these recounts will matter if
they're not completed and certified by December 18th. That, of
course, is the date that the Electoral College is meant to meet, and



that's when the real vote for president will take place, as you know,
Peter.

PETER JENNINGS
Thanks very much, Lynn Sherr.

Who thought so many people would be talking about the Electoral
College and the system in general going all the way back in history?
Here's ABC's Bill Blakemore.

BILL BLAKEMORE, ABC NEWS
(VO) Experienced analysts say America's election laws are about to be
sorely tested, and some warn they may not be up to the challenge.
Take, for example, what happens when the Electoral College meets only
a little more than a month from now.

BRUCE ACKERMAN
The Electoral College really is a train wreck waiting to happen.
We're going to have a lot of problems which will be exploited on both
sides by a legion of lawyers.

BILL BLAKEMORE
{VOl Yale law professor Bruce Ackerman says there is no clear
provision for what to do if Florida cannot agree on who gets its 25
electoral votes. And if there is any dispute when the Electoral
College comes to Washington, who presides?

BRUCE ACKERMAN
None other than Albert Gore in his capacity as vice president of the
United States. This is a recipe for genuine tragedy. We want a
president who has legitimacy and can go out of this crisis and lead
the country in a sober and--and sensible way for the next four years.

BILL BLAKEMORE
(VO) There is historical reason to fear the presidency could be
damaged. In 1876, Rutherford Hayes ran neck-and-neck with Samuel
Tilden. Votes were disputed in three states, including Florida.
There were charges of wide-spread fraud. By the time Congress
settled it, there was so much anger that the Republican
Hayes--nicknamed 'his Fraudulentcy'--was sworn in in private and
struggled through his one term. The lesson?

BRUCE ACKERMAN
We don't need partisanship here. And the time to stop this train
wreck is now. Al Gore and George Bush are sensible people and there
are many sensible solutions that they can reach.

BILL BLAKEMORE
(VO) But if they don't?

LEE HAMILTON, DEMOCRAT, FORMER INDIANA CONGRESSMAN
The dangers are that it could spin out of control, that you would
have one court action after the other. People would begin to lose
count--confidence in the accuracy of the result.

BILL BLAKEMORE
(VO) Some analysts say they already have.

FRED GREENSTEIN
It's a total can of worms down there. The American people have begun
to lose confidence and almost make a joking matter out of one of the
major events that we have in our political system, namely, the
election of our chief executive.

BILL BLAKEMORE
(VO) Presidency scholar Fred Greenstein warns, no matter who gets the

White House, his power may be greatly diminished.
FRED GREENSTEIN

There would be genuine cost. The new administration--it will be also
be thought of as suspect. And the hotter the partisan edge becomes
then the sharp divide in Washington will make for the mother of all
gridlocks.

BILL BLAKEMORE
(VO) Recent presidential contender Bob Dole foresees dangerous

divisions.
BOB DOLE

And there's going to be a lot of bitterness. I was at an event on
Saturday where one fellow leaned over to me and said, "If Gore steals
this election, '--these are his words--'steals this election,
Republicans ought to boycott the inaugural.' And I can see this
undercurrent out there, probably on both sides.

BILL BLAKEMORE
(VO) Dole and others say the nation must prepare for the real

possibility that there will be no quick solution. Some suggest a
bipartisan panel to mediate a solution. One possible member: former
Senate majority leader and Ireland peacemaker, George Mitchell, whose
advice to everyone is, 'Don't panic. The laws can handle it.'

GEORGE MITCHELL
I don't think America is running out of patience. I think maybe
pundits and analysts are running out of patience. It's been a

The sky hasn't fallen in. There are processes in place.
BILL BLAKEMORE

Well,
a few
week.



Pundits and the people.
back.

(Commercial break)

PETER JENNINGS
Sometimes so very different. We'll be right

(VO) But for the processes to work, the candidates must agree on how.
BRUCE ACKERMAN

The way to run Democracy is for the two presidential candidates to
act like grownups.

PETER JENNINGS
I hate to ask our own resident historian, Michael Beschloss, to be as
brief as we're going to require him to be this evening.

But, Michael, in about a minute or so, guidance?
MICHAEL BESCHLOSS, ABC CONSULTANT

Well, I think one piece of guidance is that whoever's going to be
president has to worry about a couple of things. One is, he can't
look as if he wants it too much, getting the presidency through
attacks by lawyers. Another thing is that at the end of all this,
Peter, we've got to have an image of a magnanimous winner and
gracious loser. If this ends with the loser saying, 'I was robbed for
the next four years,' it's going to be very tough for the next
president.

PETER JENNINGS
Do you think all of this political intensity and--and rancor at the
moment will fall or drift away?

MICHAEL BESCHLOSS
It'll drift away, but only if you've got the winner and loser
agreeing that this process was fair, If there's any sense by the
loser that this process did not take place in a way that really found
who everyone voted for on the 7th of November, that's a poison that
will cover the next presidency.

PETER JENNINGS
Michael, in 1876, Tilden's call--the Democrats' called for 'Tilden or
war.' Is the media so intensified today that it disappears quickly
or stays?

MICHAEL BESCHLOSS
I think it probably stays to some extent. In that case, there was a
deal that brought the presidency to Hayes. If there's any sense of
that this time, it's going to be very tough for the next president.

PETER JENNINGS
Thank you very much. Thank you. Michael Beschloss, our resident
historian. We look forward to hearing from you again.

Thank you, George Stephanopoulos, Mark Halperin, all my other
colleagues. We shall undoubtedly be back here again before long,

Thank you for joining us. I'm Peter Jennings. Good night.
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PETER JENNINGS, ABC NEWS
We actually have two seriously proposals to end the election process
in Florida on the table. One made yesterday by the former Secretary
of State James Baker, talking for the Gore campaign (sic) about
bringing this recounting to an end and counting the ballots. And
then that one from Mr. Gore tonight, which seemed much more complex.
But we'll have to work that one through. What if it doesn't end with
this and the lawyers stay involved? Here's a possibility. JOHN
MARTIN takes A CLOSER LOOK.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) If the legal fighting over Florida's votes is not resolved when
the Electoral College meets to vote in December, what then?

CEDRIC JONES, ILLINOIS VOTER
I'm sure there's some act that will let the president stay in place
until a new president is elected.

,JOHN MARTIN
(VO) The Electoral College might vote without Florida. As it is,
Governor Bush as 246 electoral votes, Vice President Gore 255. So,
Mr. Gore could win without Florida.

SPENCER HILL, DELAWARE VOTER
I think he's going to end up getting it. I think he's whined and
complained enough that he's going to end up getting it in the end.

JOHN MARTIN
{VOl But that's not at all certain. So, we asked Yale Professor
Akhil Amar, who teaches constitutional law, what is certain. He was
not very reassuring.

PROFESSOR AKHIL AMAR, YALE LAW SCHOOL
The worst drafted provisions of the Constitution are those dealing
with presidential election.

JOHN MARTIN
Electors from 26 states need not vote the way their states voted, and
there's no penalty or not much of one in the other states so they can
vote however they choose.

CHRIS LUKASIK, ILLINOIS VOTER
Hopefully it will end at some point, but I'm glad that they're taking
their time.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) But how much time? The Electoral College meets December 18th.
Even if Bush wins Florida and Gore keeps his lead in other states,
Bush could still lose the Electoral College if just three electors
switch to Gore. Then, the tally would be Gore 270, Bush 268. If two
of Bush's electors switch to Gore it would create a tie, 269 to 269.
What then? Congress would meet on January 6th to decide. Each state
gets one vote. The House chooses the president, the Senate the vice
president.

AKHIL AMAR
It's unlikely that the House of Representatives would be deadlocked,
but if it were deadlocked and the Senate were deadlocked, then heaven
help us.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) If the House deadlocks, the Republican speaker, Dennis Hastert
of Illinois, takes office as president on January 20th. If not
Hastert, next in line, Republican Senate president pro tern, Strom
Thurmond of South Carolina.

AKHIL AMAR
Fifty-two years-ago he ran for president and lost. But in--in the
science fiction world it's possible that he'd be the 'only in
America. '

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) So, of course an Irish visitor had a suggestion.



DUN WOODY, IRISH TOURIST
It'd be much better to put Clinton back in and give him another 10.

JOHN MARTIN
{VOl Sorry, the 22nd Amendment won't allow that. JOHN MARTIN, ABC
News, Washington.

PETER JENNINGS
Well, President Clinton, as we said, is overseas. When we return,
we'll take a look at the new Vietnam.

(Commercial break)
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PETER JENNINGS, ABC NEWS
We actually have two serious proposals to end the election process in
Florida on the table. One made yesterday by the former Secretary of
State James Baker, talking for the Gore campaign (sic) about bringing
this recounting to an end and counting the ballots. And then that
one from Mr. Gore tonight, which seemed much more complex. But we'll
have to work that one through. What if it doesn't end with this and
the lawyers stay involved? Here's a possibility. JOHN MARTIN takes
A CLOSER LOOK.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(Va) If the legal fighting over Florida's votes is not resolved when
the Electoral College meets to vote in December, what then?

CEDRIC JONES, ILLINOIS VOTER
I'm sure there's some act that will let the president stay in place
until a new president is elected.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) The Electoral College might vote without Florida. As it is,
Governor Bush as 246 electoral votes, Vice President Gore 255. So,
Mr. Gore could win without Florida.

SPENCER HILL, DELAWARE VOTER
I think he's going to end up getting it. I think he's whined and
complained enough that he's going to end up getting it in the end.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) But that's not at all certain. So, we asked Yale Professor
Akhil Arnar, who teaches constitutional law, what is certain. He was
not very reassuring.

PROFESSOR AKHIL AMAR, YALE LAW SCHOOL
The worst drafted provisions of the Constitution are those dealing
with presidential election.

JOHN MARTIN
Electors from 26 states need not vote the way their states voted, and
there's no penalty or not much of one in the other states so they can
vote however they choose.

CHRIS LUKASIK, ILLINOIS VOTER
Hopefully it will end at some point, but I'm glad that they're taking
their time.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) But how much time? The Electoral College meets December 18th.
Even if Bush wins Florida and Gore keeps his lead in other states,
Bush could still lose the Electoral College if just three electors
switch to Gore. Then, the tally would be Gore 270, Bush 268. If two
of Bush's electors switch to Gore it would create a tie, 269 to 269.
What then? Congress would meet on January 6th to decide. Each state
gets one vote. The House chooses the president, the Senate the vice
president.

AKHIL AMAR
It's unlikely that the House of Representatives would be deadlocked,
but if it were deadlocked and the Senate were deadlocked, then heaven
help us.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) If the House deadlocks, the Republican speaker, Dennis Hastert
of Illinois, takes office as president on January 20th. If not
Hastert, next in line, Republican Senate president pro tern, Strom
Thurmond of South Carolina.

AKHIL AMAR
Fifty-two years ago he ran for president and lost. But in--in the
science fiction world it's possible that he'd be the--only in
America.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) So, of course an Irish visitor had a suggestion.



DUN WOODY, IRISH TOURIST
It'd be much better to put Clinton back in and give him another 10.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Sorry, the 22nd Amendment won't allow that. JOHN MARTIN, ABC
News, Washington.

PETER JENNINGS
Well, President Clinton, as we said, is overseas. When we return,
we'll take a look at the new Vietnam.

(Commercial break)
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JOSH BINSWANGER, ABC NEWS
The battle for the presidency enters a new day, more complicated than
ever. Al Gore suggested a statewide manual recount in Florida, but
George W. Bush rejected that idea as his campaign went to a federal
appeals court seeking to prevent further recounting by hand. And
ABC's Carla Wohl reports the legal maneuvering has only just begun.

CARLA WOHL, ABC NEWS
Election officials have gone ahead and certified Florida's votes
without including the hand-counted ballots, a move Democrats say they
will challenge in court.

WILLIAM DALEY, GORE CAMPAIGN CHAIRMAN
I think it is an act that indicates that there is a desire to try to
shut this down too quickly, and I think that's unfortunate.

CARLA WOHL
(va) In a move that Democrats are blasting as an attempt to steal the
election for George Bush, Secretary of State Katherine Harris denied
three counties' requests to have their manual recounts included in
Florida's final vote tally.

KATHERINE HARRIS, FLORIDA SECRETARY OF STATE
The reasons given in their requests are insufficient to warrant
waiver of the unambiguous filing deadlines imposed by the Florida
legislature.

CARLA WOHL
(va) But Harris' is not the final word on the manual recount.
Florida's Supreme Court will take up the issue Thursday. Meanwhile,
Vice President Al Gore offered his own proposal to bring the election
to a conclusion.

AL GORE, DEMOCRATIC PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE
First, we should complete hand counts already begun in Palm Beach
County, Dade County and Broward County to determine the true
intentions of the voters based on an objective evaluation of their
ballots.

CARLA WOHL
(Va) Do that and, the vice president says, Democrats would drop all
lawsuits and accept the results of the election. He also said
Democrats would not object if Republicans conducted hand counts in
all of Florida's 67 counties, an offer which Governor George Bush
quickly rejected.

GEORGE W BUSH, REPUBLICAN PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE
Unfortunately, what the vice president proposes is exactly what he's
been proposing all along, continuing with selective hand recounts
that are neither fair nor accurate or compounding the error by
extending a flawed process statewide.

CARLA WOHL
Bush also said a polite 'No, thank you' to Gore's invitation to meet
to, quote, "improve the tone of the dialogue." But he said once the
election is over, he would be happy to meet and work together to
unite the country. Carla Wohl, ABC News, Tallahassee, Florida.

JOSH BINSWANGER
There is really no clear indication just how far this legal wrangling
will go or how long it will take. The Constitution does provide set
dates to move the process to a close, but the potential scenarios
stemming from the stalemate are often mind-boggling. Here's ABC's
JOHN MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(Val If the legal fighting over Florida's votes is not resolved when
the Electoral College meets to vote in December, what then? The
Electoral College might vote without Florida. As it is, Governor
Bush has 246 electoral votes, Vice President Gore 255. So Mr. Gore
could win without Florida. But that's not at all certain. So we



asked Yale Professor Akhil Amar, who teaches constitutional law, what
is certain. He was not very reassuring.

AKHIL AMAR, YALE LAW SCHOOL
The worst drafted provisions of the Constitution are those dealing
with presidential election.

JOHN MARTIN
Electors from 26 states need not vote the way their states voted. And
there is no penalty, or not much of one, in the other states so they
can vote however they choose.

CHRIS LUKASIK, ILLINOIS VOTER
Hopefully, it will end at some point, but I'm glad that they're
taking their time.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) But how much time? The Electoral College meets December 18th.
Even if Bush wins Florida and Gore keeps his lead in other states,
Bush could still lose the Electoral College if just three electors
switch to Gore. Then the tally would be Gore 270, Bush 268. If two
of Bush's electors switched to Gore, it would create a tie, 269-269.
What then? Congress would meet on January 6th to decide. Each state
gets one vote. The House chooses the president, the Senate the vice
president. If the House deadlocks, the Republican speaker, Dennis
Hastert of Illinois, takes office as president on January 20th. An
Irish visitor had a suggestion.

DON WOODY, IRISH TOURIST
It would be much better to put Clinton back in and give him another
term.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Sorry, the 22nd Amendment won't allow that. JOHN MARTIN, ABC
News, Washington.

JOSH BINSWANGER
Overseas, US envoy Dennis Ross is meeting with Palestinian leader
Yasir Arafat this morning, a day after talking with Israeli Prime
Minister Ehud Barak. In four West Bank towns this morning, Israeli
helicopters attacked targets connected to Yasir Arafat1s Fatah
movement. And in the town of Beit Jala on the edge of Jerusalem, the
Israelis staged an attack after they said Palestinians opened fire on
a nearby Jewish settlement.
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ALISON STEWART, ABC NEWS
It was a day of legal and political drama. Last night, Secretary of
State Katherine Harris rejected written requests by four counties to
change vote totals based on hand recounts. Earlier, the Florida
Supreme Court has refused to order hand recounts halted. The Bush
campaign asked a federal appeals court to stop all hand recounts, and
Al Gore proposed a statewide, manual recount as part of a plan to end
the dispute. Bush rejected the plan and said the election will be
certified when the overseas ballots are counted.

JOSH BINSWANGER, ABC NEWS
Secretary of State Harris said she was exercising her discretion
under Florida law to deny amended vote counts from the counties. The
ruling came as one county, Broward, continued to recount by hand.
Harris said the reasons the counties gave for asking to make changes
were "insufficient."

KATHERINE HARRIS, FLORIDA SECREATARY OF STATE
It is my determination that no amendments to the official returns,
now on file at the Department of State, are warranted. The state
elections canvassing commission, acting in its normal and usual
manner, has certified the results of Tuesday's election in Florida,
including the presidential election.

JOSH BINSWANGER
Harris says the official certification will come on Saturday after
all overseas absentee ballots have been counted.

ALISON STEWART
Gore campaign chairman William Daley quickly denounced Harris'
statement and threatened some new legal action. Daley called the
decision "rash and precipitous." Earlier in the evening Vice
President Gore went on national television with his own proposal for
a statewide recount, and he offered to meet with Governor Bush.

VICE PRESIDENT AL GORE
I propose that Governor Bush and I meet personally, one on one, as
soon as possible, before the vote count is finished, not to
negotiate, but to improve the tone of our dialogue in America. We
should both calIon all of our supporters to respect the outcome of
this election, whatever it may be.

ALISON STEWART
Gore also suggested the two meet after the results are final to show
national unity for the future. Late last night, Governor Bush said
that would be OK, but he declined Gore's invitation to meet before
the final outcome is known. As for Gore's recount proposal, Bush
said it would be both 'arbitrary and chaotic.'

GOVERONR GEORGE W BUSH, REPUBLICAN PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE
The way to conclude this election in a fair and accurate and final
way is for the state of Florida to count the remaining overseas
ballots, add them to the certified vote, and announce the results, as
required by Florida law. Not for the Vice President Gore or for me,
but for America. This process must have a point of conclusion, a
moment when America and the world know who is the next president.

ALISON STEWART
The Bush campaign, meanwhile, has asked the federal appeals court in
Atlanta to halt the Florida recounting.

JOSH BINSWANGER
Bush repeatedly used the words 'fair,' 'accurate,' and 'final' in his
statement, but each campaign defines those words differently.

Here's ABC political analyst George Stephanopoulos.
GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS, ABC NEWS POLITICAL ANALYST

Governor Bush's response to Vice President Gore's proposal is,
'Thanks, but no thanks. I don't want it. I He said, basically, 'The
state of Florida should count the overseas ballots I all the other



counties are certified, and that's that. We'll meet after the
election.' He--he set out three principles. He said that all the
American people want this election to be fair, accurate, and final.
What I think he's done is set up a big battle between two campaigns
over the meaning of fair and accurate.

JOSH BINSWANGER
The Electoral College is scheduled to meet in just over a month to
formally elect the nation's 43rd president, but the way things have
been going the past week, no one can be certain the election will be
decided by then. ABC's JOHN MARTIN has been examining the what ifs.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(Va) If the legal fighting over Florida's votes is not resolved when
the Electoral College meets to vote in December, what then?

CEDRIC JONES, ILLINOIS VOTER
I'm sure there's some act that will let the president stay in place
until a new president is elected.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) The Electoral College might vote without Florida. As it is,
Governor Bush has 246 electoral votes, Vice President Gore, 255. So
Mr. Gore could win without Florida.

SPENCER HILL, DELAWARE VOTER
I think he's going to end up getting it. I think he's whining,
complaining enough that he's going to end up getting it in the end.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) But that's not at all certain. So we asked Yale professor Akhil
Amar, who teaches constitutional law, what is certain. He was not
very reassuring.

PROFESSOR AKHIL AMAR, YALE LAW SCHOOL
The worst-drafted provisions of the Constitution are those dealing
with presidential election.

JOHN MARTIN
Electors from 26 states need not vote the way their states voted, and
there's no penalty, or not much of one, in the other states, so they
can vote however they choose.

CHRIS LUKASIK, ILLINOIS VOTER
Hopefully, it will end at some point, but I'm glad that they're
taking their time.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) But how much time? The Electoral College meets December 18th.
An Irish visitor had a suggestion.

DUN WOODY, IRISH TOURIST
It'd be much better to put Clinton back in and give him another term.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) Sorry. The 22nd Amendment won't allow that. JOHN MARTIN, ABC
News, Washington.
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PETER JENNINGS, ABC NEWS
Finally from us this evening: history acknowledged, another example
of it. We certainly don't need to tell you one more time that this is
an important moment in American history. But our final report
reminds us how history can evolve through the lens of time. This is
about the Civil War and recognition for service. Here's ABC's JOHN
MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) They were black sailors, and between 1861 and 1865 they fought
the Civil War on nearly 700 ships of the Union Navy.

PROFESSOR JOSEPH REIDY, HOWARD UNIVERSITY
On some ships, for example, 90 percent or more of the crew were
African-American.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) For 135 years, nobody knew the whole story, just bits and
pieces.

JOSEPH REIDY
Here's a transcription of ...

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) But now, thanks to this man, all the names, 18,000 men and a
dozen women, are finally known.

JOSEPH REIDY
George Anderson, Monroe Armstrong, Noah Ark. This is not all as
uncommon as it might appear.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) What is uncommon was historian Joseph Reidy's determination. For
20 years he nurtured the dream of finding their story here at the
National Archives. Unlike the Union Army, the Union Navy was not
segregated, nor were its records, which is why, over eight years,
Reidy and a team of researchers had to examine every file.

JOSEPH REIDY
Day after day, from morning till night, we would go into the
archives, set ourselves up, open up one of these oversize, muster
roll volumes and then just go through line by line.

JOHN MARTIN
Eight years?

JOSEPH REIDY
At times, it clearly was a marathon, and we were curious to know if
it would ever end.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) What they found is startling. Blacks could not become
commissioned officers, so they became petty officers, cooks, deck
hands. Fifteen percent of the entire Navy was black.

JOSEPH REIDY
"I said then that I was 30 years old a that time, but I was not. I
wanted to be regarded as a man and Southern people always regard a
black man as a boy until he gets to be about 99 years old."

JOHM MARTIN
(Va) They came from allover, escaped slaves, volunteers from abroad,
making their relatives proud.

PROFESSOR ADELE ALEXANDER, GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY
JOHN Robert Bond was born in Liverpool, England. He came to the
United States because he wanted to help fight to free the slaves.

JOHN MARTIN
(Va) Today, a black Navy admiral saluted Reidy's s research with a
wreath. Now that the sailors have been identified, compiling their
stories could take Joseph Reidy and his team a decade longer and
today the Navy opened a Web site to spread the word. JOHN MARTIN,
ABC News, Washington.

PETER JENNINGS



That's our report on WORLD NEWS TONIGHT.
Our coverage of the developments in the presidential election

continues all the time at abcnews.com. They'll take it up again on
"Nightline." We hope you have a good weekend. I'm Peter Jennings.
Good night.
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PETER JENNINGS, ABC NEWS
We're going to take A CLOSER LOOK tonight at one of the ways in which
this unresolved election is going to have a consequence. The Clinton
administration said today, it didn't think the delay would affect the
presidential transition. But, Washington remembers well how
ill-prepared the Clintons were when they first came to the White
House. The whole point of the transition is to have an efficient
governing apparatus in place and ready to go. There are about 3,000
of the most important government jobs to fill, 600 of which have to
be confirmed by the Senate. It is time consuming at the very least.
Here's ABC's JOHN MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) The government is ready. There are two floors of offices, 540
work stations, about $700,000 worth of rented space.

BETH NEWBURGER, GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION
We will give to the head of the transition for the president-elect,
this key.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) The General Services Administration has the tools, just not the
names.

BETH NEWBURGER
You see a small gold chip on it, and that tells us who you are, and
it tells us that you're authorized to go in, and it opens the door.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) But there's not a lot of time. The Clinton administration
transition has begun already. Political appointees are leaving.
Stephen Preston, General Counsel to the Navy, for example, is going
back to his old law firm, and will have to be replaced along with all
the others.

(OC) But it takes time for the FBI to check newcomers'
backgrounds, time for the Senate to approve the most important 600
names, so they can get to work in the top agency jobs

PAUL LIGHT, THE BROOKINGS INSTITUTION
If you don't have those filled, then you basically lose the
connection. You decapitate the federal government. Every day
counts. Every day, right now, is equal to a week next year.

GOVERNOR GEORGE W BUSH
Morning everybody.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Time is especially tight for the Bush team.
not held the White House for eight years, so they
from scratch.

RepUblicans have
will be starting

C BOYDEN GRAY, REPUBLICAN ATTORNEY
Governor Bush will have empty offices everywhere, and he cannot--an
executive cannot operate except through staff, and if he hasn't had
staff cleared on Inauguration Day, he is really crippled.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Al Gore has the luxury of being able to ask some Clinton
appointees to stay on, but he still has little time to waste.

ROBERT REICH, FORMER SECRETARY OF LABOR
The senators are going to go through every nominee with a fine-tooth
comb.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Robert Reich was on the 1992 Clinton transition team and wound
up in the Cabinet. Even without a close election, it took Bill
Clinton six weeks to make his first appointments. And that can be a
problem.

ROBERT REICH
The new president has got to get the State of the Union message ready
and has got to prepare his first budget. Now, all of that has got to



happen right away.
JOHN MARTIN

the clock is ticking, except here in the transition office,
makes no sound. But everybody knows, time is of the
JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.

PETER JENNINGS
The White House said today it is taking steps to make sure the
transition proceeds as efficiently as possible. And abcnews.com has
details of what it takes to complete a very complex process.

When we come back, the fear in France about Mad Cow Disease.
(Commercial break)

{VOl So,
where it
essence.
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ALISON STEWART, ABC NEWS
During Vice President Gore's comments, he called on Governor Bush to
join him in focusing on the transition of power in the White House.
As ABC's JOHN MARTIN reports, there's a lot of work ahead for
whomever succeeds President Clinton.

JOlIN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) The government is ready. There are two floors of offices, 540
work stations, about $700,000 worth of rented space.

BETH NEWBURGER, GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION
We will give to the head of the transition for the president-elect
this key.

JOlIN MARTIN
(VO) The General Services Administration has the tools, just not the
names.

BETH NEWBURGER
You see a small gold chip on it, and that tells you who you are, and
it tells us that you're authorized to go in, and it opens the door.

JOlIN MARTIN
(VO) But there's not a lot of time. The Clinton administration
transition has begun already. Political appointees are leaving.
Steven Preston, general council to the Navy, for example, is going
back to his old law firm and will have to be replaced, along with all
the others.

(OC) But it takes time. Time for the FBI to check newcomers'
backgrounds, time for the Senate to approve the most important 600
names so they can get to work in the top agency jobs.

PAUL LIGHT, THE BROOKINGS INSTITUTION
If we don't have those filled, then you basically lose the
connection. You decapitate the federal government. Every day
counts. Every day, right now, is equal to a week next year.

GOVERNOR GEORGE W BUSH
Morning, everybody.

JOHN MARTIN
{VOl Time is especially tight for the Bush team.
not held the White House for eight years, so they
from scratch.

Republicans have
will be starting

C BOYDEN GRAY, REPUBLICAN ATTORNEY
Governor Bush will have empty offices everywhere and he cannot--an
executive cannot operate except through staff. And if he hasn't had
his staff cleared on Inauguration Day, he is really crippled.

JOlIN MARTIN
(VO) Al Gore has the luxury of being able to ask some Clinton
appointees to stay on, but he still has little time to waste.

ROBERT REICH, FORMER SECRETARY OF LABOR
The senators are going to go through every nominee with a fine tooth
comb.

JOlIN MARTIN
(VO) Robert Reich was on the 1992 Clinton transition team and wound
up in the Cabinet. Even without a close election, it took Bill
Clinton six weeks to make his first appointment and that can be a
problem.

ROBERT REICH
The new president has got to get a State
and has got to prepare his first budget.
happen right away.

of the Union message ready
Now all of that has got to

JOlIN MARTIN
(VO) So the clock is ticking, except here in the Transition Office
where it makes no sound. But everybody knows, time is of the
essence. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.

STEFFAN TUBBS, ABC NEWS



A severally disabled woman from India has become the first person to
become a US citizen under a new law designed to accommodate people
who are unable to recite the Oath of Allegiance. The 25-year-old
woman suffers from cerebral palsy and muscular dystrophy. She was
initially denied citizenship because she was unable to take the oath.
Her parents waged a lengthy court battle to change the law.
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STEFFAN TUBBS, ABC NEWS
The ongoing uncertainty in the race for the White House is not only a
problem for the candidates and their campaigns, it's also creating
real concerns about the presidential transition. ABC's JOHN MARTIN
reports.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) The government is ready. There are two floors of offices, 540
work stations, about $700,000 worth of rented space.

BETH NEWBURGER, GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION
We will give to the head of the transition for the president-elect
this key.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) The General Services Administration has the tools, just not the
names.

BETH NEWBURGER
You see a small gold chip on it and that tells us who you are and it
tells us that you're authorized to go in and it opens the door.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) But there's not a lot of time. The Clinton administration
transition has begun already. Political appointees are leaving.
Steven Preston, general counsel to the Navy, for example, is going
back to his old law firm and will have to be replaced, along with all
the others.

(OC) But it takes time. Time for the FBI to check newcomers
backgrounds, time for the Senate to approve the most important 600
names so they can get to work in the top agency jobs.

PAUL LIGHT, THE BROOKINGS INSTITUTION
If we don't have those filled, then you basically lose the
connection. You decapitate the federal government.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Time is especially tight for the Bush team. Republicans have
not held the White House for eight years so they will be starting
from scratch.

C BOYDEN GRAY, REPUBLICAN ATTORNEY
Governor Bush will have empty offices everywhere, and he cannot--an
executive cannot operate except through staff. And if he hasn't had
his staff cleared on inauguration day, he is really troubled.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Al Gore has the luxury of being able to ask some Clinton
appointees to stay on, but he still has little time to waste.

ROBERT REICH, FORMER SECRETARY OF LABOR
You can bet with the Senate as close as it's going to be between
Democrats and Republicans that the senators are going to go through
every nominee with a fine tooth comb.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) So the clock is ticking, except here in the Transition Office
where it makes no sound. But everybody knows, time is of the
essence. JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.
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CHARLES GIBSON, ABC NEWS
The debate outside the Supreme Court today was much louder than the
arguments within and just as passionate. The stakes before the
justices are so high. People usually camp out for tickets to rock
concerts, not legal arguments. But this case is so extraordinary.
Here's ABC's JOHN MARTIN.

JOHN MARTIN, ABC NEWS
(VO) Dawn at the court, a lonely figure. Those in line were looking
for a glimpse of history.

DAVID CLEMENTSON, MIDLOTHIAN, VIRGINIA
This is a once in a lifetime kind of deal to get in to watch the
Supreme Court try a presidential case.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) After waiting two days, student JOHN Fucetola was told he would
be first inside.

JOHN FUCETOLA, ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND
I can't believe it. I mean, I almost feel like I'm going to go to
tears, you know.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) As the morning went on, the lines grew,
were shouts.

1ST WOMAN
I believe in democracy!

2ND WOMAN
So do I.

1ST WOMAN
Democracy rules.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) And singing.

the crowds grew. There

3RD WOMAN
(Singing) We are behind you, Mr. Gore.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Than as the arguments began inside, the people argued outside.

(OC) When it was over, the demonstrators refused to leave and
just marched around the Supreme Court, holding up their signs,
apparently trying to convince each other that they were right.

{VOl "Gore to the White House, Jeb Bush to jail." "We support
President~elect Bush." "We've been Bushwhacked!" "Sorry AI, the
Supremes don't cheat." Than it was over. People were getting their
pictures taken. Lawyers were heading for the cameras. Marchers
began to circle the building, some for Gore, some for Bush, and some
profit.

MAN
Collect a piece of history.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) Those who had been inside, already had their piece of history.

TONY DAVIS, LIBERIAN STUDENT
Scalia--I mean, Justice Scalia, he was the one, I mean, he was tough
on both sides.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) JOHN Fucetola, the first in was back out. Had it been worth all
the wait?

JOHN FUCETOLA
Whatever comes out of that--out of their chamber will be the supreme
law of the land and--and we, as a country, will abide by it. And to
me that is awesome.

JOHN MARTIN
(VO) JOHN MARTIN, ABC News, Washington.

CHARLES GIBSON
All right. Just so you can keep straight what's ahead, here are some



dates to keep in mind. First, tomorrow, one of the most important
days for everyone involved. That marathon hearing in Judge Sauls'
courtroom in Tallahassee about the ballots that have been trucked
there from Miami and Palm Beach. Than barring some extraordinary
maneuver, all states, including Florida, have to have their slate
electors, their delegates to the Electoral College certified by
December 12th. The electors meet in their home states on December
18th to cast their vote for president and than on January 20th, of
course, we will inaugurate someone.

Later in the program, what it was like in the room today from
ABC's Ted Koppel.

(Commercial break)
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