
PROFICIENCIES/HIGHER LEVEL COMPETENCIES

On March 8, 1983 the Board of Education approved the development of a program

of proficiencies in courses required for graduation and higher level competencies

in college preparatory courses. The purpose of the program is to improve

instruction and insure that students who have completed academic courses at

any level have mastered the skills that are specific to these courses. Thus

all our students will be better educated and college-bound students will be

better prepared for college.

By its action the Board of Education anticipated the action of the legislature

in SB813 which requires the Superintendent of Public Instruction to develop a

model curriculum, including competencies and higher level skills, to which

local boards must compare their programs every three years.

1.. Background

Prior to-March, -1983, committees made up-of teachers, administrators,

parents and community members' developed the outline of the proficiency/

higher level competency program, along with some specific _lists of

proficiencies and higher level competencies. Their reports were

approved by the Instructional Council. Accepting the recommendation

of Instructional Council and the Superintendent, the Board of Education

approved the program on March 8, 1983 as part of a broad program of

revisions in graduation requirements.

Teacher writers, along with review committees of teachers, refined

or established the specific proficiencies/higher level competencies

for most academic courses. The writers then wrote guides which were

reviewed and revised by the committees.
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2. The Proficiency/Higher Level Competency Guides

Each guide is for a particular course, e.g. Algebra 1-2, or a related

group of courses, e.g. French 7-8, 9-10, 11-12. Most guides are being

published one semester at a time.

Each guide contains:

a. a brief introduction

b. a list of the proficiencies/higher level competencies for the course

c. suggestions for teaching each proficiency/higher level competency,

usually tied to activities in the course curriculum guide.

d. assessment models and evaluation standards for each proficiency/

higher level competency, along with sample student responses where

available. During the 1983-84 school year, further student samples

will be collected to be included in future editions of the guides.

3. Starting the Program

Guides for most 1st semester courses will be in the schools in September.

Each school will receive a copy of the appropriate guide for each teacher

teaching a course, as well as an administrative copy. Because this is a

trial year, limited numbers of the guides are being printed. A few

additional copies are available through. the normal channels. Guides for

most second semester courses will be distributed by the beginning of

January. Proficiency guides will be available in 1983-84 for the following

courses: English 1-2, English 3-4, English "5-6, American Literature 1,2

American Voices 1,2, Contemporary' Voices 1,2, Imaginative Dimensions 1,2

Lit~rature of the World 1,2, Writer's Workshop 1,2, General Mathematics

1-2, Basic Algebra 1-2, American Government 1, and United States History
1-2' Higher level competency guides will be available in 1983-84 for

the following courses: Explorations in Art 1,2, Advanced English 3,4

Advanced American Literature 1,2, French 7-8, 9-10, .11-12, Spanish 7-8
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9-10, 11-12, Algebra 1-2, Advanced Mathematics 3-4, Advanced Biology

1,2 Biology 3,4, Chemistry 1-2, Advanced Chemistry 1-2, Chemistry 3-4,

Physics 1, 2, Honors Physics 1,2, Physiology 1,2, American Government

in World Affairs 1,2, Advanced U. S. History 1, 2, and Advanced World

History 1, 2. Guides combining proficiencies and higher level competencies

will be available for English Literature 1,2 and Honors English 1,2.

Classroom sets of student guides to writing for each English course

will be available in 1983-84 for use in connection with the writing

proficiencies/higher level competencies. Sets for 1st semester

courses will be in the schools in September. One classroom set will

be delivered for each teacher who is teaching a.particular course.

The language arts department will inform department chairs about

which guides are to be used with which course. Second semester

materials will be in the schools by January, 1984. Guides for other

courses will be written and added to the program during the next two

years.

4. Implementation Guidelines

Teachers of courses for which guides are available must assess their

students for the proficiencies/higher level competencies developed for

each course. Although there is no requirement that students pass

the proficiencies/higher level competencies in 1983-84, teachers are

encouraged to use the students' records on proficiencies/higher

level competencies as a part of their grading of students.

Because there is no district requirement for passing the proficiencies/

higher level competencies for 1983-84, no overall standards have been

mandated. It is recommended that teachers who wish to do so, set a
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standard of passing 80% of the proficiencies in order to pass a course,

and 80% of the higher level competencies in order to earn a recommended

grade. For the 1984-85 school year, district standards will be

established based on this year's experience. Recordkeeping forms will

be available from data systems for all courses in which proficiencies/

higher level competencies are being used. The forms will contain printed

class lists and spaces to record the dates on which each student passed

each proficiency/higher level competency.

5. Transfers
Transfer forms will be sent to each ·school to use when students change

schools. The form should be filled out along with the regular transfer

slip and sent to the new school. It should then be sent to all teachers

necessary· so that they can transfer the proficiency/higher level competency

record to their roll books. Each school should also develop a procedure

for transfering this information when students change classes within the

school. Students who transfer into school from out-of-district present

a special problem. During the 1983-84 school year, such students should

be assessed in the proficiencies/higher level competencies if they

transfer in with six weeks or longer left in the semester. After that

date they should be given credit for having passed the proficiencies/

higher level competencies if they enter with appropriate grades from

their original school.

6. Special Programs

The guides have not been translated into languages other than English

and so are not available from the district for courses taught in other

languages (except for Spanish and French 7-8, 9-10, 11-12).
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The guides may be used in Special Education courses, although that is

not required.

7. Instructional Leadership
In addition to the principal's leadership with teachers, the manager of

each curriculum area will also work with teachers on the implementation.

They will work through department chair meetings, inservice meetings,

individual contacts and written communication. A further important

resource for information and leadership for the program is the teachers

who worked as writers or reviewers. Their names are listed on the guides,

and they can be called on to help with the program. Each principal will

report to the area assistant superintendent on the progress of the program

at the end of each quarter. Forms for this report will be sent to each

school •
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