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' What is the sh~pe of Our basic American belief , the thing 
~·-· 

"f or which we are f i ghting, is that t he shape of t hing s t o come must be determined 

by t he people. - Every man must have a voice , and that voice must be the expre ssion 

of opinion derived f rom a deliber ate intelligent stuqy of t h e pertinent f a ct s . 

This war is a dramatic moment in civilization whm on e ey stem of ideas is in a 

life and death grips with another. Everything t hat i s happening now is influencing 

i n some wey our t hinking, our value s, and t h e structures and services of al l our 

institutions . Our homes, our weys of making a living, our community orgcn i zations 1 

1, our politi cal life are all tremendously affected..:j(What changes sh 11 we permit 

t o become permanent? f\'hat services and i deas sha.ll we sponsor a.s necessary war 

\ 

~ergency activiti es, but plan v!torously to discontinue after t he war i s over? 

In what directi o s should we travel? All t hese nuesticns must be decided by the 

peopl e . We must not dep end upon centralized authority al one . The American tradition 

i s t o use government t o car~ out the will of the people. Consequently, i f this 

tradition is to be perpetuated, and t hat i s really what we are fi hting f or, now a s 

never before peopl e must have facts and mo e f ac s . They must have opportuni t ies to 

become familiar wi t h t he opinions t hinking of ot her peo l e . 

In r e cogni t i n f t h e se e sent:.als t h · San Dh ·e St ate Coll e e is offer~­

t he ·,series of lect ures on t he Implicati ons of t he r r . The central purpose of 

the ser ies is not to present pat answers to searchi n " quest i ons, but to hel p 

inter ested ci t izens in their €f orts to do thei r own t h · ing and reach t heir o'\\n 

conclusi ons , - t o ihelp than in t hei r effort to det ermine the shape of t hings t o 

come. 
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