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November 4, 1964

Endorsement of Petition

This is to endorse the petition made by the 14 citizens
to serve a portion of the jail sentence imposed on civil rights
.2ader Harold K. Brown. It is apparent to us that the actions
leading to Mr., Brown's arrest were taken for the good of the
whole society and if a price must be paid for Mr, Brown's right
to protest against these ancient wrongs, then other members of
that society be allowed to help pay that price.
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Judge Madge Bradley
Jan Diego Municipal Court
San Diego, California

Your Honor:

We, the undersigned, respectfully petition to be allowed to serve
one day each of the jail sentence imposed on civil rights leader
Harold K. Brown. It is our conviction that any legal offense for
which he was convicted was committed farithu good of humanity and
in the spirit of a law that transcends man's local, prevailing
statutes. If he is guilty and deserves punishment, we gladly
partake of that guilt and sincerely ask to share in that punishment.

Juch a petition was granted by Superior Court Judge Vincent Whelan
to allow Dr. Charles C. Collina to serve the sentence imposed on
¥rs. Anna K. Collins, With this precedent in mind, we request

that you take whatever legal action is necessary to assign each of
us to serve one day in jail in lieu of Harold K. Brown, recognizing
that at least one day of the 15 day sentence will be served by lir.
Browh.
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November 20, 1964

Statement to probation officer; Mrs. Gell

1 am gravely concerned about the inability of our courts to recognize the
reasons behind our actions sgainst the Bank of Awerice. I must constantly
convince myself that these are good pgople who mean no harm and entertain

no prejudice against me and the rest of the Negro people. But to sit through
four court trials involving S8an Diego OORE defendants, and listen to the
prosecution as the prosecuting attormeys as well as the judge declare irrel-
evance when the true reasons for the actions of the defendants are presented,
makes it very difficult for me to believe that there is no collusion between
the prosecution and the Bank of America. If the suggestion that, "this is the

lew" is applicable here, then I find the courts umable to aid in alleviating

the severe problem of racial discriminationm.

The reason I em active in CORE is because I am concerned about maintaining
law and order. There is a racial powder keg in this country that offers a
thunderous explosion. The leadership of civil rights organizations is the

instrument through which harmonious relations between Negroes and whites can
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exist; or the instrument through which bitterness, hatred, and riots will be
the daily sceme, It is through Non-violence and undsrstanding that CORE hopes
to overcome four hundred years of suffering, suspieion, and bitterness. It

is our aim to prevent violsnce and uphold the law - but we will fail as

long as the courte deny us the opportunity to speak to the real issue. That
real issue, the one that has been smothered to death in the court poom, is
that OORE was fighting against a practioner of Un-American beliefs, because in
fact indeed, discrimination, intentional or umintentional, did exist at the

Bank of Mmerica.

If CORE is denied the respect and understanding thet it deserves; if CORE
methods fail to bring substantial sainn that will satisfy the deep frustration,
suffering, and impatisnce of the Negro then the Black Muslim philosophy

shall prevail, as it will be the key for many which will unlock the frustra-

tions resulting from a million rebuffs.

The courts, in their pledge for justice, cannot look at our trials resulting

from action against the Bank of America, without looking at the side which
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is basic and directly responsible for our being in court.

I strongly request, giving full respect to the high position of a judgeship,
that the CORE defendants be given complete suepension of sentence on the
grounds th't a moral wrong has been corrected as a result of the action taken
by CORE, and as a recognition that the burden of finding a solution to the

racial problem falls on the shoulders of sach citizen.

Respectfully,

Harold K. Brown







As ‘to the reasonswhy I broke the law, they are the same
as I present to the court as p reaaan #nrmhaiag granted -
probation ar.lenieney._;i:.f s
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The paremount purpose was that of showing the bank of
America that xhe its failure to Jjoin the ranks of the
numerous Fair Employment Employers was going to be
brought to the attention of the public, even if we who
were attempting to do it had to incur the opprobrium of
the courts and risk imprisonment to do so. We believe
that the fect we were willing to teke this risk adas

not to our disgrace or humiliation, but to the bamk's,
for xkmix persistence in kk its unfairness to this sorry
end. Our efforts to work with the bank through the FEPC
had met with lack of results de=to the short staff and
persistence of the bank in pursuing its course of unfair
hiring. The bank, now that it realizes what we are
willing to endure for the sake of justice, has started
to take & different view of the problem and the manifest
unfairness has been alleviated to some extent.

However, basic to our condlderation of this course of
action is the fact that, albough there are means to be
pursued through the courts and administrative bodies of
our legal processes, these means have not been enocugh

to satisfy the desperate need of the Negro people for
equality. As a nominal leader of these people, I am

more aware than anyone that the hunger cannot go much
longer unsatisfied. iy people will follow me only so long
as they can see that advances towards the goal of equality
are being made. As Hev. Martin Luther King so ugtly
stated in the Nov. 7 issue of Post Msgazine, MXhi'the
Negro created the theory of non-wiolence as it spplies

to American conditions.’ But it can exist conly in an
atmosphere of justice. If I cannot, tnrough peaceful
nonviclent means, lesd my people to some sort of com-
promise and progress towards equality, they will no longer
give service to this means. They will find other leaders,
and other means.

Therefore, in scting and urging others to act in the manner
which hss ceused our being branded as criminals, we feel
that we may be sparing the Ameriean people far more pro-
blems than these trials have caused. If the Erxxkix breaking
of these laws we have broken, BY THE MEANE WHICH WE HAVE
BROKEN THEM, peaceful, nonviolent, we can XZpar¥e reach
goals, the Negro will have no reason to resort to the
vioclence we &gll wish to avoid. In other words, I feel

that I have risked disgrace, public humiliation, ana
imprisonment to spare, or sttempt to spare, ke a far
greater disorder than our activities caused. My actions
were not meant to show comtempt of court, although 1

know they did. This 1s the anomaly






On the same day thast two of our demonstrators were sentenced
to serve thirty days in jail as a result of convictions for
this offense, straight probation, with no conaitions of fine
or custody wes granted nine southern white bomb-throwers by
a court in the South. This was not Justice, as we see it.
Perhaps we ask that this court not co exact or letter-like
justice. We do feel that the courts outside of the south
shouwld give consideration to our problem and to lend their
moral support to us and reaction against these injustices

of the south by balanckésgagsinst these injustices lighter
sentences or greater leniency in cases involving Civil Rights
problems.





