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Municipal COUIt Judge Earl B. Gilliam, right,
elected yesterday as presiding judge for 1971, talks
with George E. Bryans, outgoing presiding judge.


yGiliiam To Preside
In Municipal Court


County's First Negro Judge Named
By Fellow Jurists To Lead In 1971


The Municipal Court judges of San Diego yesterday elected
- Judge Earl B. Gilliam. the first Negro to be appointed to any
- bench in the county, to lead them as presiding judge for 1971. .
' Gilliam, 39, will succeed Judge George E. Bryans, who will


assume a trial department next month.
The judges held their election in the Cuyamaca Club and pro-


.jclaimed Gilliam as their unanimous choice.
A native of Clovis, N.M., Gilliam grew up in the San Diego area,


. . un·


damiBatloo lIDd was admitted
111& lbree-years at San to 1Ite bar, GIJ1lam was named a


DIMo , be eatabllsbed a deputy district attorney. He reo
reputation as ODe of the lop prep mained wilb that office for 3\2
ICibool footbaJI tackles in the yearS before be left to enter prj_area. vale practice in 11161.


Gilliam graduated from San I Gilliam was appointed 10 the
Diego State in 1953 with a bach-. Municipal Court bench Dec. 30,
eler of arts degree in business 1963. by Gov. Edm~nd G.
administration. Brown, Cillinga post created by


He then went to the University the Legislature.
of California's Hasting's School I The new presiding judge has
oC Law in San Francisco where served with numerous com.
he earned hJS law degree in mitlees attempting to further


d 1957. racial harmony in the commu-
. It was while he Was a senior nity for many years and has
s at Hastings that GiUiam mar- won numerous awards recogniz-
" ried his wife. the former Bar- ing his efforts toward that goal.


bara Crawford. He was named San Diego's
FollOWinghis graduation from "Outstanding Man of the Year"


law school, Gilliam joined the. Cor1965by the Junior Chamber
district attorney's staff as an in- of Commerce.
vestigator. Gilliam aod his family live al


After he passed the st"le bar 4571Borner Sf-
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