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ALAN CRANSTON
CALIFORNIA

Vlnifed Dlafes Denale

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20810

March 21, 1979

Mr. Philip W. Harry, Deputy Director
Office of Defender Services

County Courthouse

220 West Broadway, Room 5005

San Diego, California 92101

Dear Phil,

It's good to hear from you. And thanks for letting me
know of your move. Norma and I may well take you up on
your invitation sometime!

Thanks, too, for letting me know how you feel about Earl
Gilliam. 1I've heard a number of good things about him
and hope he does well in the merit selection commission
process. Be assured 1'11 remember your recommendation
when the time comes to take action on the Southern
California appointment.

I1'11 tell Kim to be sure to look you up next time he's
in San Diego.

With warm regards,

Sincerel

Alan on
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2545 55 ST

SAN DIEGO CA 952105

THIS MAILGRAM IS A CONFIRMATION COPY OF THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE:
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STANLEY FOSTER

RATNER CORP 660 L ST

CHULA VISTA CA 952011

DEAR SIR

1 PREVAIL UPON YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF THE APPOINTMENT OF EARL GILLIAN
R TO THE FEDERAL BENCH. THE APPOINTMENT OF JUDGE GILLIAN WOULD BE AN
ADDED DIMENSION TO THE FEDERAL BENCH THE ENTIRE COMMUNITY OF SAN DIEGO
COUNTY WOULD BE SERVED BY GILLIAN®S APPOINTMERT 10 A FEDERAL JUDGESHIP.
YOUR CONSIDERATION IS MOST APPRECIATED

ALVIN B HOLMAN
DEPUTY FIRE CHIEF
SAN DIEGO

Ol14 EST
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Educational Cultural Complex

4343 Ocean View Blvd., San Diego, CA 92113 (714) 263-7254

[ {ns-ouau.00n. 008003 ]
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May 23, 1979

The Honorable Alan Cranston
United States Senate
452 01d Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Cranston:

It was a great delight to read of your nomination of Earl Gilliam
for one of the newly created U.S. District judgeships here.

I have known Judge Gilliam for _many years and have always found
him to be loyal and of the highest integrity. Also, I know him
to be a young man of energy and resourcefulness.

Thanks to you for giving me this opportunity to say a few words
about Earl.

Sincerely,
(Daller 45~
Walter B. Hoye,'P1acement Officer

WBH/mae







PAUL A.PETERSON
PETER P. GAMER
EDWARD C.MUNS
JAMES B.MEHALICK

M. RICHARDSON LYNN,JR.

JOHN D.THELAN
ROBERT M.GANS

PETERSON, CAMER, MUNS & PRICE
A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION
LAWYERS
2300 CALIFORNIA FIRST BANK BUILDING
530 B STREET
SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 92101
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TELEPHONE
AREA CODE 714
234-0361

GRETA C.BOTKA
ARCHIE T. WRIGHT, III
GREGORY C. M. GARRATT
CYNTHIA M.CLARK

June 1,

Senator Alan Cranston
Senate Office Building
452 Russell

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Alan:

I most strongly support your
Gilliam and Artie G. Henderson to
Court Judges here in San Diego.

If there is any way I can be
in the nomination and appointment
them, please let me know.

FiLE NoO.

1999

nomination of Earl B.
become Federal District

of assistance to you
process in regard to

Best personal regards,

Paul A. Peterson

PAP/am
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Dear Earl,

Thought you would be interested
in a copy of this letter to

the president. Perhsaps a

bunch of these will help to
spur him on to an appropriate
decision.

Good luck.

Sincerely,
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ROBERT H. LYNN
ATTORNEY AT LAW
3719 SIXTH AVENUE, SUITE A
SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 92103

(714) 298-5490

June 6, 1979

President Jimmy Carter
The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Re: Appointments to the
San Diego federal bench

Dear.President Carter:

The San Diego Democratic Club would like to endorse
Senator Cranston's nomination of Judges Earl Gilliam and
Artemis Henderson for the federal bench in San Diego. These
two fine public servants will make an excellent addition to
our federal judiciary.

We only hope that you can move with some dispatch
on these appointments so that the federal caseload here can

be eased.
Very) Truly Y .
Robert H. Lynn ‘
President

RHL/mj

ce: Senator Cranston
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ROBERT H. LYNN
ATTORNEY AT LAW
3719 SIXTH AVENUE, SUITE A
SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 92103

(714) 298-5490

June 6, 1979

President Jimmy Carter
The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Re: Appointments to the
San Diego federal bench

Dear.President Carter:

The San Diego Democratic Club would like to endorse
Senator Cranston's nomination of Judges Earl Gilliam and
Artemis Henderson for the federal bench in San Diego. These
two fine public servants will make an excellent addition to
our federal judiciary.

We only hope that you can move with some dispatch
on these appointments so that the federal caseload here can

be eased.
Very) Truly Y
Robert H. Lynn .
President

RHL/mj

cc: Senator Cranston
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The Municipal Tourt
SAN DIEGO JUDICIAL DISTRICT
COUNTY COURTHOUSE

JUDITH MC CONNELL 220 W. BROADWAY

JUDGE SAN DIEGO, CA 92101

June 11, 1979

Senator Alan Cranston

Room 452

Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Cranston:

It is with great pleasure that I write to thank and commend you
for your recent nomination of Judges Artie Henderson and Earl
Gilliam to the District Court. Artie and Earl have both served
ably and well on the Municipal and Superior Courts, and their
addition to the federal bench will add depth and new perspectives
sorely lacking in the federal judiciary.

I truly believe it takes great courage to nominate a woman and a
black simultaneously. Such courage will not earn you a gold medal,
but it has earned you the warm support of myself and others who
believe that diversity in the judiciary is essential to the
continuing vitality of our legal system.

Thank you.

y truly yo

Judge
JM/sek
cc: Sarah Waddington

President's Advisor for Women's Affairs

Jack H. Watson, Liaison
Commission on White House Fellowship

Honorable Artie G. Henderson
Honorable Earl B. Gilliam

o
B ik, 2%44&
JUDITH McCONNELL a//
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@The Municipal Court
SAN DIEGO JUDICIAL DISTRICT
COUNTY COURTHOUSE

. , PATRICIA COWETT 220 W. BROADWAY

Jupoxk

SAN DIEGO. CA 92101

June 22, 1979

Honorable Alan.Cranston
United States Senator

229 Russell Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Cranston:

I take this opportunity to thank you for your nomination
of Judges Earl B. Gilliam and Artie G. Henderson to the
Federal District Court bench in San Diego, and wish to add
my support to yours for their appointment to the posts for
which they have been nominated.

Sincerely,

ol

PATRICIA A. Y. COWETT
Judge

PAYC/mt

bce: Vﬁon. Earl B. Gilliam
Hon. Artie G. Henderson







[ - OUAM. Coq, O0R.004 |

The Municipal Court

EARL K. ADAMS, JUDGE
SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA

June 25, 1979

President James Carter
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Re: Earl B. Gilliam, Appointment to the
Federal Court Bench, U.S. District
Court, San Diego, California

Dear Mr. President:

I returned to California today after a week's vacation in
Texas to learn that the FBI had tried to contact me concerning any
recommendations I might have as to the appointment of Superior Court
Judge Earl B. Gilliam to the U.S. District Court (San Diego, Cali-
fornia District). Although I have heard that the deadline for the
report was Friday, June 22, 1979, I still want to add my recommenda-
tion with the hope that you will be able to consider it.

I give Earl B. Gilliam my absolute highest recommendation.
He is a man of sterling character, of the highest integrity, and a
brilliant student of the law. Earl Gilliam is a person of well-
rounded life experiences with the ability to analyze and handle any
situation, whether it calls for sternness or compassion. His loyalty
and patriotism is beyond question. To be around him is to like him.
He has the capacity for humor, hardwork, and responsibility. The
Federal Bench could not receive a finer appointment.

I have served as a municipal court judge for approximately 18
years and have known Earl B. Gilliam during that time as a prose-
cutor, a private attorney, a judge, and a father of two fine
children. I wholeheartedly recommend him to you for appointment A
to the Federal Bench.

Thanking you for your consideration in this matter, I remain

Respectfully yours,

Judge

EKA/mt

cc: Federal Bureau of Investigation
n Diego Field Office
bcc:vJudge Earl B. Gilliam
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ALAN CRANSTON
CALIFORNIA

Vlnited Hlates Henale

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

July 11, 1979

Mr. John George Ronis '
Ronis, Ronis & Ronis ;
492 Third Avenue, #201

Chula Vista, California 92010

Dear Mr. Ronis,

It was a great pleasure to recommend Judge Earl Gilliam
to the Attorney General for appointment to the
California District Court. My own high opinion of Earl
has been confirmed by the many excellent reports I've
received about him before and after I made the
nomination. I am convinced he will do a noteworthy job
on the federal bench.

I'm delighted to know we share in our opinion of Earl's
judicial merit, and am glad you took the time to let me
know how you feel.

Be assured I'm doing all I can now to see that my seven
California federal judgeship nominations are handled
with care and dispatch by the Justice Department, the
White House, and the Senate.

Best regards,

Sincerely,

Alan Cranston
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Attorney at Law
(714) 234-0321

May 20, 1980 s

Senate Judiciary Committee Senator Alan Cranston
Washington D.C. Sacramento, California

Senator Oren Hatch g 2
Salt Lake City, Utah

Re: Judge Earl Gilliam

Gentleman:

I am writing in response to an article in the San Diego Union
concerning further investigation of the background of Earl
Gilliam, Judge of the Superior Court of the State of California.
The article indicated that the 14 member panel rated him from

not gualified to qualified. Please consider my observations in
this regard. 2

The panel which rated his honor is composed mostly of hard-working,
established attorneys with well-established firms. Because of the
nature of their practice, I am sure that they seldom, if ever, have
appeared before the Honorable Earl Gilliam, either in the Municipal
Court or in the Superior Court of the State of California.

While Judge Gilliam sat in Superior Court he spent the majority of
his time in that court in the Criminal Department so that once

again the panel of attorneys would, as a practical matter, seldom
if ever appear before him.

I do not mean to intimate that their efforts are not sincere or

trustworthy but I am merely laying the foundation to be allowed to
submit the following opinion.

I am a sole practitioner who has recently formed a partnership.

I have been practicing for 8-1/2 years and through the years have
handled various types of cases to arrive at my present specialty,
which is domestic law. My practice in the family law area requires
me to appear in court at least three times a week and has involved
me in both the Municipal and Superior Courts of the County of

San Diego and the Courts of the State of California.

It is my opinion and belief, based upon my experience and my
conversations with other attorneys that Earl Gilliam is gualified
to sit as a federal judge. I would also indicate that in my first
three years of practice, I was on the appointed list in the federal
courts for the defense of federal criminal charges. In that period
of time, I was in the federal courts almost daily and have appeared

Quintero-Baumer Building, 1144 State Street, San Diego, California 92101






Senate Judiciary Committee
Senator Oren Hatch

Senator Alan Cranson

May 20, 1980 .

Page two

before every federal court in the City of San Diego.

Mr. Gilliam has the ability to remain calm when those appearing
in front of him do not. He has the ability to remain fair and
impartial when those appearing in front of him would rather
draw him into the fray. He has the ability to get to the issues
and make the right decision. I am not saying that I have always
agreed with his decisions but I am saying that as an attorney I
felt I was given every opportunity to prove my case without ever
once recalling the judge being deméaning to counsel or client,
or unkind or discourteous. I would further state that in the
times that I have appeared before him, I also agreed with his
legal determination as applied to the issues.

It is also of importance that I have never heard a breath of
scandal related to the person of Judge Gilliam. San Diégo is a
very "small-town", in that everyone knows everyone else in this
town even though it has a population of approximately one million
people. In addition, the legal society in San Diego is a close
knit group and the attorneys in this area converse freely. As an
established attorney, one who is a member of the Family Law Section
as well as the Family Law Steering Committee, I enjoy a rapport with
a large segment of the San Diego County Bar Association. If there
were even a hint of scandal connected with Judge Gilliam, I am
sure that it would have been hinted or have come to the fore.

I would indicate t6 you, honorable gentlemen,that I am not a friend
nor a companion to Judge Gilliam. He is an acqguaintance and merely
just that. However, it would be a shame to see such a qualified
person be lost to the federal court system over a rumor which
appears to have no basis in fact and because of a panel which is
not truly representative of the feelings of the attorneys in the
San Diego area.

Sincerely yours,

ROBERT J. BAUMER
Baumer ‘& Groves

RJB:njl
cc: Roy Greenway

c/o Senator Alan Cranston
Sacramento, California
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OFFICE OF
e THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY ', couNix otpmmooss
CHIEF DEPUTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO o) T5En
WAYNE A. BURGESS ) 329
CHIEF INVESTIGATOR EDWIN L. M_[LLER’ ]R

DISTRICT ATTORNEY

July 9, 1980

Honorable Edward M. Kennedy
Chairman, Committee on Judiciary
United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

Attn: Burt Wides, General Counsel
Dear Senator Kennedy:

The name of Earl B. Gilliam is before your committee for
confirmation as a judge of the United States District Court
for the Southern District of California. Based upon my long
professional relationship with Judge Gilliam and because of
the high regard in which he is held in the legal and law
enforcement communities in San Diego, I take this opportunity
to offer my unqualified support of his appointment.

I have been District Attorney of San Diego County since
1971 and have observed Earl Gilliam's performance on the
Municipal Court bench and the Superior Court bench virtually
on a daily basis since that time. In those years I have seen
him demonstrate the intellect, the resolve, the insight, the
enthusiasm and the integrity that makes a superior judge.
Earl Gilliam is a talented and honest man who over the past
16 years on the bench has earned the respect of prosecutors,
of the defense bar and of law enforcement. I believe he would
be a credit to the federal judiciary.

Since his elevation from the Municipal Court to the
Superior Court in 1975, Judge Gilliam has handled a broad
range of criminal litigation, much of it of an extremely com- - -~
plex nature. In every instance he has been fair, thorough
and diligent, earning the satisfaction and the respect of
both sides.

During his tenure on the Superior Court, Judge Gilliam
has served at various times as the judge in the Readiness
Department, a most sensitive assignment encompassing the
court in which most criminal dispositions are made, and as
the Presiding Judge of the Criminal Division. He handled both
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Honorable Edward M. Kennedy
July 9, 1980
Page 2

important positions efficiently in his characteristically
practical and straightforward fashion. Although I am in no
position to speak for the defense bar, I am sure attorneys
representing criminal defendants are well satisfied that they
received equitable treatment from Judge Gilliam. I know that
my office has been most satisfied with his fundamental fairness,
his wisdom and the depth of his legal knowledge.

Judge Gilliam has also distinguished himself with a rare
insight which enables him to discern whether a particular
criminal defendant is merely a person who needs a boost from
a compassionate judge in order to start rebuilding his life
or is a jaded and serious offender who requires stern treatment.
Judge Gilliam does not make such determinations arbitrarily or
capriciously; rather, he makes them wisely and effectively.
This judicious ability to see past rhetoric and procedure and
to grasp the essence of a criminal case, a criminal defendant
and a victim is a character trait sorely needed on the federal
bench.

Before becoming the District Attorney of San Diego County,
I had the pleasure of serving as the first United States Attorney
for this district and I am thus familiar with federal law and
the operation of the federal courts. It is in this context that
I offer what I hope will be accepted as an expert opinion that
Earl B. Gilliam would make an exemplary federal judge.

In my experience as the state prosecutor in San Diego
County, I have encountered judges of all degrees of competence,
honesty and earnest dedication. In every respect, Earl Gilliam
stands among the best. I have always been satisfied to know
that my deputies are presenting cases before him in state court.
Under a cross designation program established between this
office and the United States Attorney in this district, select
members of my staff are designated as Special Assistant United
States Attorneys and present criminal cases in the federal courts.
I would have no hesitancy in having those cases heard by Judge
Gilliam, for regardless of whether his forum be state or federal,
I know Earl Gilliam to be a jurist of the utmost integrity and
skill.

I know that my regard for Judge Gilliam is shared by a
wide range of persons in San Diego. Among his many honors was
the selection some years ago as the San Diego Chamber of Commerce's
Young Man of the Year. An indication both of his legal scholar-
ship and his dedication to his profession is his decade-long
service as a law school professor, in which capacity he has earned
the admiration of literally thousands of his students. Among
police officers his reputation is that of a no-nonsense, extremely
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Honorable Edward M. Kennedy
July 9, 1980
Page 3

bright judge who ultimately may rule for or against you but
will treat you fairly, honestly and with respect.

In short, I believe you have before you an outstanding
candidate for the federal bench and I urge your committee's
confirmation of the appointment of Earl Gilliam. His service
as a federal judge will make both you and this community proud.

I appreciate the opportunity to of fer this endorsement,
and I would be most pleased to answer fully any question you
committee or any of its members may have about the professional
skills, integrity and dedication of Earl B. Gilliam.

Sincerely,

EDWIN L. MILLER, JR.
District Attorney

ELM:sf
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WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

July 11, 1979

Mr. Walter B. Hoye

Placement Officer
Educational Cultural Complex
4343 Ocean View Boulevard
San Diego, California 92113

Dear Mr. Hoye,

It was a great pleasure to recommend Earl Gilliam to the
Attorney General for appointment to the California
District Court. My own high opinion of Earl has been
confirmed by the many excellent reports I've received
about him before and after I made the nomination. I am
convinced he will do a noteworthy job on the federal
bench.

I'm delighted to know we share in our opinion of Earl's
judicial merit, and am glad you took the time to let me
know how you feel.

Be assured I'm doing all I can now to see that my seven
California federal judgeship nominations are handled
with care and dispatch by the Justice Department, the
White House, and the Senate.
Best regards,

Sincerely,

Mo G

Alan Cranston

ey e
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ALAN CRANSTON
CALIFORNIA

WVlnifed Hlates Henatle

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

July 11, 1979

Honorable Judith McConnell
Judge of the Municipal Court
San Diego Judicial District
220 West Broadway

San Diego, California 92101

Dear Judith,

It was a great pleasure to recommend Judges Artie
Henderson and Earl Gilliam to the Attorney General for
appointment to the California District Court. My own
high opinion of Artie and Earl has been confirmed by the
many excellent reports I've received about them before
and after I made the nomination. I am convinced they
will do a noteworthy job on the federal bench.

I'm delighted to know we share in our opinion of Artie's
and Earl's judicial merit, and am glad you took the time
to let me know how you feel.

Be assured I'm doing all I can now to see that my seven
California federal judgeship nominations are handled
with care and dispatch by the Justice Department, the
White House, and the Senate.

Best regards,

Cordi Y,

Alan Cragfiston







. John C. Mabee,

5075 Federal Boulevard
San Diego, California 92102

(714) 263-3161

June 23, 1980

Honorable Strom Thurmond
United States Senate

209 Russell Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20510

Re: Senate Confirmation of Judge Earl B. Gilliam
Dear Sir:

I wish to express to you my strong personal support for
Judge Gilliam as a District Court Judge for the Southern Dis-

trict of California.

I have known Judge Gilliam for a number of years, and he
has an excellent reputation in the San Diego community.

I urge you to cause his speedy confirmation as our Dis-
trict Court Judge.

Very truly yours,
" ' : of ( ,7 ‘/,‘
S s I 77
P C i€
/dohn C. Mabee

§—o
v

JCM/pl
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genator Alan Cranston
ynited states Senate
washington, D.C. 20510

July 13, 1960

Dear Senator Cranston,

on June 6, 1979, I wrote president Carter a letter in
which I strongly supported your recommendation that
Judge Rarl gilliam be appointed to the U.S. District
court in san Diego. I sent you 2 copy of that letter.
How unfortunate, one year later, that I am writing to
encourage your help in making that recommendation a
reality. In an election year, I can think of no
greater contribution to your constituents than to
improve our judicial system through the appointment of
a person of such impeccable integrity as Judge Gilliam.

Further delay of this appointment is intolcrable and
tragic for all of us. I implore you to take immediate
action, in whatever manner you feel is appropriate,

to insure an immediate &nd honorable conclusion to
this matter.

As Always,
Janed Guymon Casady

cc: Judge Eerl gilliam
ROy Greenawvay
Burt yides
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SAN DIEGO

LARRY STIRLING
COUNCILMAN

May 29, 1980

The Honorable Edward M. Kennedy
Chairman

Senate Judiciary Committee

2226 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Kennedy :

T am writing to let you know of my support for the
appointment of Judge Earl B. Giiliam to the U.S.. Sowthern
california District Court. '

I have been acquainted with Judge Gilliam Jor a numbexr
of years and know him to be an individual of exceptional
integrity and character. His support within the community
is bipartisan.

Judge Gilliam will be a finer addition to the District
Court bench and I urge the Judiciary committee - toc move ahead
with his appointment.

Sincerely,

LA s

Larry Stirling

1.5 3D

. 1 R % . T s an1()1l e ] \ 5 7 ’
Cirv Administration Building + 202 CStreet * S Diego, Calitormia 921038 (7144 236-6677






LARRY STIRLING

COUNCILMAN

May 29, 1980

The Honorable Strom Thurmond
Ranking Member

Senate Judiciary Committee
209 Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Thurmond:

T am writing to let you Know of my Sup?®
appointment of Judge Earl B. Gilliam to tn
California District Court.

(0 p i = ""):o the
the U.S. Southern

I have been acquainted with Judge Gilliam
of years and know him to be an individual of
integrity and character. His support within th
is bipartisan.

oY & number
egptional
community

'
v

M Q ™™
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Judge Gilliam will be a fine addition to the Distric
Court bench and I urge the Judiciary Committee . to move ahead
with his appointment.

Sigfcerely, s

L,dig;/é/éa4/?

Larry Stirl;ﬁg
/ P

LS:jrp

C Stréet s San Diego, California 92101 « 1714) 236-6677

[7¢]

[ 5]

City Administration Building « 20
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' RE- WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

June 16, 198 /3

The Honorable Larry Stirling
Councilman

The City of San Diego
City Administration Building
202 Srreet

San Diego, California 92101

Dear Councilman Stirling:

Thank you for your recent correspondence concerning the
Judicial nomination process.

As Ranking Minority Member of the Senate Judiciary
Committee, I consider this to be one of the major
responsibilities undertaken by this Body.

You may be assured that I 111 give ful! consideration

Wil
to your comments, and I appreciate your sharing your thoughts
with me.

1f I may ever be of service, please ¢o not hesitate to
let me know.

i With kindest regards and best wishes,

Sincerely,

. y mtﬁf”b (gf‘ 3 AR V'&-‘\q«’q’::""v"’;’

: Strom Thurmond
ST/dib
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THE CITY OF

SAN DIEGO

POLICE DEPARTMENT » 801 WEST MARKET STREET » SAN DIEGO + CALIFORNIA 92101
(714) 236-6534

IN REPLYING
PLEASE GIVE

OFFICE OF . our REF. NO.

WM. B. KOLENDER 15.02
CHIEF OF POLICE

July 15, 1980

Honorable Edward M. Kennedy
Chairman, Committee on Judiciary

" United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510
Attention: Burt Wides, General Counsel

Dear Senator Kennedy:

I would 1ike to take this opportunity to offer my support and endorsement
of Judge Earl B. Gilliam as a candidate for the Federal Bench of the U.S.
District Court for the Southern District of California.

I have been a member of the San Diego Police Department for twenty-four
years, and for the last four years, I have had the pleasure of serving as
Chief of Police. During this period of time, I have become very well ac-
quainted with Superior Court Judge Earl B. Gilliam, both personally and
professionally, and as a result I have developed a profound feeling of
respect and admiration for him.

I recall Earl Gilliam's service as a member of the San Diego County Dis-
trict Attorney's Office and his subsequent years of service as both a
Municipal and Superior Court Judge. He has always, as an attorney and
judge, fulfilled his obligations and performed his duties so as to earn
the respect of prosecutors, defense attorneys and law enforcement agencies.
Judge Gilliam's involvement in our community activities, aside from his
professional life, has earned him the highest respect of citizens and com-
munity leaders in San Diego.

I believe that Judge Gilliam would strengthen the wisdom and fortitude
needed in our justice system and I urge your committee's confirmation of
the appointment of Earl B. Gilliam.

Sincerely,

VY i

W. B. Kolender
o Chief of Police
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WASHINGTON, D.C. 20810

August 3, 1979

Honorable Patricia A. Y. Cowett
The Municipal Court

San Diego Judicial District
County Courthouse

220 West Broadway

San Diego, California 92101

Dear Patricia,

It was a great pleasure to recommend Artie Henderson and
Earl Gilliam to the Attorney General for appointment to
the California Southern District Court. My own high
opinion of Artie and Earl has been confirmed by the

many excellent reports I've received about them before
and after I made the nominations. I am convinced they
will both do a noteworthy job on the federal bench.

I'm delighted to know we share in our opinion of their
judicial merit, and am glad you took the time to let
me know how you feel.

Be assured I'm doing all I can now to see that my seven
California federal judgeship nominations are handled
with care and dispatch by the Justice Department, the
White House, and the Senate.

Best regards,
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5415 Bonita Drive
San Diego, CA 92114
(714) 264-2441
August 4, 1980

The Honorable John Rhodes
Minority Leader

House of Representatives
Room 2310 Rayburn Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Rhodes:

I am writing this letter on behalf of the Black
Republicans here in San Diego, the majority of whom
live in Congressional District 42 and State Assembly
District 79.

In order for our Republican candidates to win, we must
get a large percentage of Black votes. We work hard
to accomplish this fact; and in each election we come
closer and closer.

To get Blacks to vote Republican they must see our
party as they once did, the party of liberation, not
oppression.

The Black community was stunned to learn Saturday that
it was the Republican leadership that was holding up
the final confirmation of Judge Earl Gilliam to the
Federal District Court. According to the August 2,
1980 edition of the San Diego Union, Senator Thurmond
said, "At the Republican National Convention in Detroit
last month that Ronald Reagan endorsed the concept of
blocking the remaining nominations."

Judge Gilliam was nominated by both Senators from
California more than a year ago. After much discussion
and delay the Judiciary Committee without a dissenting
vote recommended confirmation. It seems as though our
party believing in participatory democracy would be
leading the pack in trying to get our first Black
Federal Judge confirmed for San Diego.

Congressman Rhodes, I beg you to use your influence to
undo this injustice. It will make it much easier for
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Black Americans to feel that the party of Lincoln is
one of equal opportunity as he meant it to be.

Yours truly,

RUTH A. GREEN
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FEDERAL DEFENDERS OF SAN DIEGO, INC.

29 August 1979

Mr. John' A, Sutro,.=5r.
Pillsbury, Madison & Sutro

225 Bush Street

P.0. Box 7880

San Francisco, California 94120

RE: Federal District Court
Nominees for the Southern
District of California

Dear Mr. Sutro:

As an active ABA member now serving on the Criminal
Justice Section Council and an active criminal law practi-
tioner, now serving as the Federal Defender for the Southern
District of California, I would like to offer a few comments
on the qualifications of Hon. Earl B. Gilliam and Hon. Artie
G. Henderson, the two nominees for the U.S. District Court
for the Southern District of California. Both of them are
exceptional candidates and well-qualified for the office.

The Southern District of California is a unique federal
jurisdiction, for approximately 807% of the court's workload
involves criminal cases. During calendar year 1978 there
were 111 jury trials in our district, 93 criminal and 18
civil. For 1978, the national caseload was 837 civil* and
17% criminal, but in the Southern District of California
it was 547 civil* and 467 criminal. Exposure to and experi-
ence with criminal cases has proved a great asset to those
serving as district judges in San Diego. For example, three
of the present incumbents were Superior Court judges (Judge
Nielsen serving as the criminal master calendar judge before
his federal appointment) and the other two were lawyers with
substantial criminal law experience (Judge Thompson and
Judge Enright).

Superior Court Judge Artie Henderson was my predecessor
(July 1968-October 1969). She served in the formative stages

of this federal defender office for a modest compensation
but provided quality service. When I arrived in the district

Py

*One-sixth of the civil caseload involves prisoner petitions.

THE FEDERAL COMMUNITY DEFENDER ORGANIZATION FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

225 BROADWAY. SUITE 855. SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 92101  *  TELEPHONE (714) 234.8467
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in April 1971, she was acknowledged as a skilled and com-
petent trial lawyer with principal emphasis on criminal
practice. Our office was involved in several cases where
she served as counsel for a co-defendant, and our staff

had nothing but praise for her conscientious and zealous
advocacy on behalf of her clients. Prior to her appoint-
ment to the bench, we have had for several years continuing
dialogues on legal principles and particular cases. She

has been an informed, scholarly, and persevering advocate.
Always she subordinated any personal interest to the best
interest of her client, and although a rarity as an experi-
enced criminal law trial lawyer, she was respected by those
who regularly served in the courts. The staff of our office
was unanimous in the praise of her efforts on behalf of
clients.

Governor Reagan appointed her to the Municipal Court
bench, and more recently Governor Brown appointed her to
the Superior Court bench. Those of us who knew her both
as a lawyer and Municipal Court judge felt that she had
excellent credentials, and she had the support of the
Municipal Court bench for her appointment to the Superior
Court. Unfortunately, because she was a woman there was
some reluctance about her ability to serve on a Superior
Court bench which had no female judges. Many unfounded
allegations were made concerning her personality and judi-
cial performance, but after careful inquiry was made with
those who might know her best, she was appointed to the
Superior Court. She has served well on that court, and
she has balanced her professional background with civil
law experience.

Judge Henderson has served with distinction in our
community and has literally "worked her way up the
judicial ranks.'" Her appointment to the U.S. District
Court bench is both natural and obvious. She has the
skill, experience, and ability to handle any federal liti-
gation, and she would be an outstanding asset to our
bench.

Judge Earl B. Gilliam was first appointed to the
Municipal Court bench and then to the Superior Court. He
now serves as presiding judge of the criminal division
(Department 9) where cases not otherwise disposed are as-
signed to other courts for trial. Because of the limited
availability of judicial resources, less than 107 of
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criminal cases go to trial. It is important to obtain a
judge of evenhandedness and fairness acceptable both to

the prosecutor and defense bar. Judge Gilliam has been

an exceptional mediator in that job. Judge Nielsen had

served in that same position before he was selected for

our federal district court bench. The ability to fairly
and equitably dispose of criminal cases is an invaluable
asset in our particular district.

Judge Gilliam a few months ago spoke before the Crimi-
nal Defense Lawyers Club of San Diego, an organization of
which I serve now as Vice President. Our club of experi-
enced trial lawyers had invited Judge Gilliam to speak.

His presentation was candid, forthright, and sincere.

He was concerned about the input of the bar, but he was
strong in the assertion of the independence of the judiciary.
He was approachable and compassionate, but at the same time
he could fairly enforce the law and, where necessary, impose
substantial sentences.

During his years on the bench, Judge Gilliam has grown
and developed and earned the respect and admiration of our
local bar.

Based upon their excellent legal acumen and accummulated
judicial experience, Judges Henderson and Gilliam are needed
on our district court bench. At a time when the public
respect and that of the bar for the bench is under severe
strain, the appointment of these two judges would do much
to offset many of the unfounded criticisms of a well-qualified
federal judiciary. It is incumbent upon those of us in the
system to seek the strengthening of the federal judiciary.
They would do it.

Robert Raven had suggested that you might be interested
in receiving my comments. I realize that you have done a
great deal of work in your investigative efforts to evaluate
these two nominees, and I would only ask that if you had some
additional questions, please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

ohn J¥ Cleary
Executive Director

JJC/teh
cc: Robert Raven
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ANSWER BACK:
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August 4, 1980

Hon. Earl B. Gilliam

Judge of the Superior Court
3019 Courthouse

220 W. Broadway
San Diego, CA 92101
Dear Judge:

You have my continued support and best wishes for early
confirmation to the Pederal Bench.

I am absolutely astounded at the cheap-shots taken by
the yery vocal opposition.

This matter shall not rest until you are confirmed.

Respectfully yours,

Attorney at Law
DGL/ks
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CENTRAL FEDERAL TOWER

225 BROADWAY

SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 92101

August 15, 1980

Honorable Howard Baker
United States Senator
Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C.

RE: Appointment of Judge Earl Gilliam to Federal Court

Dear Senator Baker:

I am writing at this time as a result of the prolonged frustration
I have experienced because of the continuing failure and refusal

of the United States Senate to confirm the nomination of Judge Earl
Gilliam to the United States District Court here in San Diego.

As an attorney who specializes in federal litigation I believe that

I have an interest, above and beyond that of the populace, in the
maintenance of the competence and integrity of the federal judiciary
here in San Diego. Consistent with this interest, I was overjoyed
when, over a year ago, Judge Gilliam was nominated to assume one of
the two new judicial seats in the Southern District of California.

I was overjoyed not primarily because Judge Gilliam is black, and
not because it has been my pleasure to have been personally acquaint-
ed with him over many years. I was overjoyed because Judge Gilliam
is an outstanding jurist.

My joy, of course, has now turned to frustration since the Southern
District of California in particular, and this nation in general,
have thus far been denied the benefit of having Judge Gilliam seated
as a federal judge. This frustration is exacerbated by the fact that
there is certainly no legal, constitutional, ethical or moral reason
why Judge Gilliam's nomination has not been confirmed.

Please accept this letter -- which I am certain is only one of many
received by elected officials throughout this nation, on this subject
-- as my personal, well-supported, request that you spare no effort
in the quest for Judge Gilliam's confirmation.

Thanking you in advance for your considefatigon, I remain

LET:pay
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COMMUNITY RELATIONS COMMITTEE
OF THE :

UNITED JEWISH FEDERATION
OF GREATER SAN DIEGO
5511 EL CAJON BLVD. * SAN DIEGO, CA 92115

The Honorable Earl B. Gilli
220 West Broadway e
San Diego, CA“92101






FOR YOUR INFORMATION

DAVID A. NUSSBAUM
Director

COMMUNITY
RELATIONS COMMITTEE

UNITED JEWISH
FEDERATION OF
GREATER SAN DIEGOD
§511 EL CAJON BLVD.
SAN DIEGO, CA 92115
(714) 582-2483
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WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

October 6, 1980

Mr. Howard Brotman

United Jewish Federation
5511 E1 Cajon Blvd.

San Diego, California 92115

Dear Mr. Brotman:
1 appreciate your writing to express your views on the

nomination of Honorable Earl B. Gilliam for a federal judgeship
position.

After an extensive investigation of the nominee conducted by
the Senate Committee on the Judiciary, a confirmation hearing was
held. Soon after, the Committee voted favorably on the
nomination, and just recently, the nominee was confirmed by the
full Senate.

Thank you for your interest in the judicial selection and
confirmation process.

Sincerely,

“///é.:f
Edward M. Kennedy
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California Legislature
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0 TU3T ALV ARADO RD. SUITE C
LA MESA CALFORNIA 92041
PHONE (714} 463-5588

LARRY STIRLING
ASSEMBLYMAN, SEVENTY-SEVENTH DISTRIC™

January 28, 1981

Honorable Edmund G. Brown, Jr.
Governor, State of California
State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Governor Brown:

In light of the current vacancies on the California
Supreme Court, I'd like to take this opportunity to call
your attention to the name of the Honorable Earl Gilliam.
Judge Gilliam is presently a Federal District Judge in
San Diego.

Aside from the helpful fact that he would assuredly
receive bipartisan support, he is a distinguished jurist
and as a human being, a man for all seasons.

Thank you for your time and consideration of Earl Gilliam
to the California Supreme Court.

§incere1y, Fasy
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At

Larry Stirling
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GOVERNOR'S OFFICE
SACRAMENTO 95814

EDMUND G. BROWN Ju. 916/445-1915

February 23, 1981

The Honorable Larry Stirling
Member of the Assembly

State Capitol

Sacramento, CA

Dear Mr. Stirling:

Thank you for your correspondence urging that serious
consideration be given by this office to the appointment
of Judge Earl Gilliam to the California Supreme Court.

We are grateful for your views, which we value, and you

may rest assured that Judge Gilliam's candidacy will re-
ceive serious consideration.

Very truly yours,

’P;Arg. )AQ‘NX‘_‘

Byron S. Georgiou
Legal Affairs Secretary
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For Your Information

Compliments of
SUPERVISOR JIM BATES
Fourth District
San Diego County Board of Supervisors





THE FEDERAL JUDICIAL CENTER
DOLLEY MADISON HOUSE
4 1520 H STREET, N.W.
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20005

Writer’s Direct Dial Number:

April 1, 1981 202-633-6216
MEMORANDUM
R articipants, Seminar for Newly Appointed United States District

ashington, D.C., June 8-14, 1980

i

FROM: . Zimmer, Special ASsistant, Division of Continuing

ion and Training

SUBJECT: Questionnaire for Proposed Expansion of Newly Appointed Judges
Seminars

At a recent meeting of the Center's Board of Directors, proposed ex-
pansion of the seminar for newly appointed district judges from one week to
ten days was discussed. Questionnaires are being mailed to judges who have
participated in recent newly appointed seminars to determine their views on
the proposed expansion.

In that interest, we ask that you please fill out and return the enclosed
questionnaire. Your candid response will be of great value to us in making a
final determination regarding the proposed expansion. Please return the com-
pleted questionnaire to me at the above address at your earliest convenience.

Your cooperation and assistance are most appreciated.

Enclosure
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