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July 3, 1980


The Honorable Edward M. Kennedy
Chairman, Senate Judiciary Committee
2226 Dirksen Office Building
Washington, D. C. 20510


Re: Judge Earl Gilliam's Confirmation
Vote


Dear Senator Kennedy:


The National Bar Association is gravely
concerned about the Judiciary Committee's
failure to vote on the confirmation of
Judge Earl Gilliam of San Diego, to become a
Federal judge in the Southern District of
California. As you-know, the Southern District
of California has always been segregated, and
if Judge Gilliam, a highly qualified and
respected Superior Court judge in San Diego, is
not confirmed, segregation will continue in
the Federal courts in San Diego.


It is most unfortunate that there still
~ __ ,n exist in this nation those misguided people who


will delay and seek to prevent the desegregation
of the court system of this nation. As Black
lawyers, we are all too familiar with the tactics
employed to keep Blacks from sitting on the
courts of this nation. For the past 55 years,
the NBA has been dedicated to remedying the
injustices within the justice system itself. We
consider the desegregation of Federal courts to
be of utmost importance.


Since you are Chairman of the Senate
Judiciary Committee, we implore you to exercise
your leadership and influence to ensure not
only that a confirmation vote is taken by your
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committee, but that said vote be a favorable one. To allow
this current delaying tactic to continue will do irreparable
harm not only to Blacks in San Diego who seek and cry out
for justice, but it will also do similar harm to all decent
people in the southern District of California who want to
see the Federal courts there desegregated.


Again, we call upon you to take immediate and firm
steps to bring this matter to an immediate and favorable
vote.


RLH:mu


cc: California Legislative
Black Caucus


Congressional Black Caucus
Senator Alan Cranston


bee: JCrump
WBorders
AHubbard
DWeber
Adge EGilliam
LEdwards








MORRIS WAX


5775 Ruffin Road
San Diego, California 92123


July 16, 1980


HonolULble ONU.n G. Hatch
U. S. SenatOit
Se.n.a.te 06Mc.e BuU.ding
Wl1J.lfU.ngt:o n, V. C. 205 J 0


I am WJU,U.ng :to you ftegMcUng :the appo-<.n:tmen:t 06 Ea.Jtl G-UUam
:to the pO.6ilion 06 FedeJta..t Judg e 60ft San V-<.ego.


I have no -<.dea.why you. .6eem :to be holcUng up :the a.:t:te.mp:ted con-
6-<.Jt.ma.t.{.ol106 Judge G-U..Umn. HoweveJt, 60ft what U .{.J.> woJt:th, I
have QI10Wl1Judge G-UUam 60ft .6ome lOl1g extended peJt.{.od 06 :t.{.me
and have alway.6 60ul1d h.{.m :to be a mO.6:t hOl1olULble -<'l1cUv-<.du.a.l.
He hiu. c.eJt:ta..{.n.i'.yb eel1 decUc.a.:ted :to :the .taw pftO6ess ;» 11 and hl1J.l
c.eJt:ta..{.n.i'.ybeen a g en..t.e.e.man who .{.J.> held -<.n fU.g h M:tee.m -<'11:the
blac.Q c.ommunJ..:ty, l1J.l well l1J.l :the wlU.:te c.ommunJ..:ty, heJte -<.nSan
V-<'ego.. I beUeve :that he .{.J.> we.U-qu.a.l.{.6-<.ed 60ft :th.{.J.> pO.6ilion
and dM eJtv-<.ng a 1\ :the appo-<.n:tmen:t.


TheJte1\ofte, un.i'.M.6 you have .6Ome va..Ud ftel1J.lOlt, wfU.c.h .{.J.> no:t geneJta.l-
ly Qnown :to :the public., I u.Jtge you :to let. :tI1-<..6 appo-<.n:tmen:t go 60Jt:th
at :the eMUM:t pO!.>.6-<'ble momen:t.


WUh bes« w.U hM,


7Yl~UJa{
MoM-<..6 Wax


-Qc.: Judg e Ea.Jtl G-U..Umn





