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July 3, 1980


The Honorable Edward M. Kennedy
Chairman, Senate Judiciary Committee
2226 Dirksen Office Building
Washington, D. C. 20510


Re: Judge Earl Gilliam's Confirmation
Vote


Dear Senator Kennedy:


The National Bar Association is gravely
concerned about the Judiciary Committee's
failure to vote on the confirmation of
Judge Earl Gilliam of San Diego, to become a
Federal judge in the Southern District of
California. As you-know, the Southern District
of California has always been segregated, and
if Judge Gilliam, a highly qualified and
respected Superior Court judge in San Diego, is
not confirmed, segregation will continue in
the Federal courts in San Diego.


It is most unfortunate that there still
~ __ ,n exist in this nation those misguided people who


will delay and seek to prevent the desegregation
of the court system of this nation. As Black
lawyers, we are all too familiar with the tactics
employed to keep Blacks from sitting on the
courts of this nation. For the past 55 years,
the NBA has been dedicated to remedying the
injustices within the justice system itself. We
consider the desegregation of Federal courts to
be of utmost importance.


Since you are Chairman of the Senate
Judiciary Committee, we implore you to exercise
your leadership and influence to ensure not
only that a confirmation vote is taken by your
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committee, but that said vote be a favorable one. To allow
this current delaying tactic to continue will do irreparable
harm not only to Blacks in San Diego who seek and cry out
for justice, but it will also do similar harm to all decent
people in the southern District of California who want to
see the Federal courts there desegregated.


Again, we call upon you to take immediate and firm
steps to bring this matter to an immediate and favorable
vote.


RLH:mu


cc: California Legislative
Black Caucus


Congressional Black Caucus
Senator Alan Cranston


bee: JCrump
WBorders
AHubbard
DWeber
Adge EGilliam
LEdwards








MORRIS WAX


5775 Ruffin Road
San Diego, California 92123


July 16, 1980


HonolULble ONU.n G. Hatch
U. S. SenatOit
Se.n.a.te 06Mc.e BuU.ding
Wl1J.lfU.ngt:o n, V. C. 205 J 0


I am WJU,U.ng :to you ftegMcUng :the appo-<.n:tmen:t 06 Ea.Jtl G-UUam
:to the pO.6ilion 06 FedeJta..t Judg e 60ft San V-<.ego.


I have no -<.dea.why you. .6eem :to be holcUng up :the a.:t:te.mp:ted con-
6-<.Jt.ma.t.{.ol106 Judge G-U..Umn. HoweveJt, 60ft what U .{.J.> woJt:th, I
have QI10Wl1Judge G-UUam 60ft .6ome lOl1g extended peJt.{.od 06 :t.{.me
and have alway.6 60ul1d h.{.m :to be a mO.6:t hOl1olULble -<'l1cUv-<.du.a.l.
He hiu. c.eJt:ta..{.n.i'.yb eel1 decUc.a.:ted :to :the .taw pftO6ess ;» 11 and hl1J.l
c.eJt:ta..{.n.i'.ybeen a g en..t.e.e.man who .{.J.> held -<.n fU.g h M:tee.m -<'11:the
blac.Q c.ommunJ..:ty, l1J.l well l1J.l :the wlU.:te c.ommunJ..:ty, heJte -<.nSan
V-<'ego.. I beUeve :that he .{.J.> we.U-qu.a.l.{.6-<.ed 60ft :th.{.J.> pO.6ilion
and dM eJtv-<.ng a 1\ :the appo-<.n:tmen:t.


TheJte1\ofte, un.i'.M.6 you have .6Ome va..Ud ftel1J.lOlt, wfU.c.h .{.J.> no:t geneJta.l-
ly Qnown :to :the public., I u.Jtge you :to let. :tI1-<..6 appo-<.n:tmen:t go 60Jt:th
at :the eMUM:t pO!.>.6-<'ble momen:t.


WUh bes« w.U hM,


7Yl~UJa{
MoM-<..6 Wax


-Qc.: Judg e Ea.Jtl G-U..Umn
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Democrats, Labor Pushing
for Gilliam's Confirmation
San Diego County Democratic


1eilde.. bavejolned the push for
confirmation of Superior Court
Judge Earl B. Gilliam, the San
Diego juriBt. whose appointment to
the federal bench has been hanging
fire for more than a year.
The Democrats are expected to be


joined soon by the San Diego-Im-
perial Counties Labor Council In
urging Gilliam's approval.
Last week, six San Diego area


officials - including two countY
supervisors, two city councilmen. a
member of the San Diego school
hoard and a trustee of the San Diego
Community College District - sent
a letter to President Carter seeking
his assistance In winning confirma-
tion for the federal district court ap-
pointment he made last Dec. 6. Gil-
liam was nominated by :Jen. Alan
Cranston on May 22. 1979.
The full county Democratic


Central Committee - minUs one -
signed a, letlei' Monday endorsing
Gm; sr'so ilIIP,*,lmellt alId Uf8lIIB


if·~J:':::=:r
~-"--"-4 OQtsUndlng jUqi~Pl:r,Wn .


the lJ.£-SeD8te.~
The Jetter-was delivered to Cran-


ston.
M'etIter Not Illvltett
The only non -signed from the


Central Committee was new mem-
ber Tom MetIlger. According to the
committee official Sarah Lowery,
Metzser was not asked to join in the
Gilliam action as a way of under,
scoring the ~ 's e . that


Metzget', a Ku Kflft\;m memw~_~
has a seat on the county Democratic
panel by virtue of his primary win
in the 43rd Congressional District
election.
Wednesclay evening, members of


the Jimmy Carter Democratic Club
met to sign postcards urging Gil-
liam's appointment, which were
scheduled to be forwarded to the
Senate Judiciary Committee. The
judge's name has been held up by
committee Republicans, who are
seeking an Investigation into un-
specified allegations against the San
Diegan.
Labor council Secretary.Treas-


urer Joe Francis said Wednesday
that the alliance of area labor
uniOns will endorse a resolution at
its July 23 meeting eaIIlng on the
JudiCIary" Committee to approve
QiIliaDi.
LaborSa~ Seeto


"We supported him for Superior
Court judge and J don't expect any
4ifficulty ill. lIcIoptlns this ......
tiaIl,-~8IlllW~"'~d
A July 91l!lter to t'l'lIiit ~~~;;;;,;,== -":-:;;"I


mllf ~oIiR!llli& tIlIltI"U
liam's appointment "has been
delayed much too long; therefore.
we urge an immediate confirmation
of this appointment."
That letter was signed by Super-


visors Jim BateIl and Lucille MOCIl'e;
Councilmen Leon Williams 8Ild
Mike Gotch; San Diego CommunIty
College trustee Charles !Wid, aad
San Diego school hoard lIlemiler
Robert FUner.





