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Obituary


garlB. Gilliam was born on August 17, 1931 in Clovis, New ~exico to James
Earl and Lula Mae Gooden Gilliam. The family moved first to Oklahoma
City, and then when Earl was age la, moved to San Diego. Earl attended


Logan and Stockton elementary schools, Memorial Jr. High, and San Diego High
School. In 1949 he entered San Diego State College, where he majored in business.
Upon graduation from San Diego State he was accepted into Hastings College of Law
inSan Francisco, where he graduated in 1957.


In 1947 the Gilliam family opened the Louisiana Seafood Market on Imperial Avenue.
Earl could be found behind the fish counter after school and weekends thereafter until
he left for law school. In fact, he often joked that it was his desire to find a way out of
the fish market that motivated him to begin a career in the law.


Earl practiced law, as a deputy district attorney and as a general practitioner, for five
years until 1963 when, at age 32, he was appointed to the Municipal Court by Governor Edmond G. Brown,
becoming the first African American to sit on the San Diego bench. He was elected Presiding Judge in 1971. In
1975, Governor Jerry Brown elevated Earl to the San Diego Superior Court bench. In 1980, Earl was appointed by
President Jimmy Carter to the United States District Court for the Southern District of California, a position he
held proudly until his death.


Earl had a deep sense of social responsibility and a commitment to public service. He became an adjunct professor
at Western State University School of Law when it opened in 1969 and continued to teach for the next 24 years. In
1995 the school's moot courtroom was formally dedicated in his honor.


Judge Gilliam generously gave time and effort to this community in countless ways. He served on the boards of
numerous civic, professional and private organizations, including his favorite senior housing charity, San Diego
Kind Corporation, as well as the Board of Overseers of University of California San Diego, Thomas Jefferson
School of Law, Bum Institute, Urban League, Boys Club, YMCA, Model Cities, and many others. The conununity,
in turn, has repeatedly acknowledged his contributions with awards too numerous to list in detail. In 1982, San
Diego's African American lawyers organization honored him by changing its name to the Earl B. Gilliam Bar
Association.


Earl met his wife, Rebecca Prater, in 1978, and she was his date for the 1978 San Diego County Bar Dinner. They
remained the best of personal and professional friends for the rest of their careers, and ultimately married in 1993.
Tragically, two weeks after their wedding Earl had heart surgery which left him paralyzed and on dialysis for the
remainder of his life. The long ordeal, however, never damped his spirit.


Earl is also survived by his beloved son, Derrick James Gilliam of San Francisco, born of Earl's first marriage to
t '!' Barbara Crawford. Their oldest son, Earl Kenneth Gilliam, died of cancer in 1999. Additional survivors are Earl


Kenneth's son Tooran Gilliam, and Rebecca's daughter and granddaughter Claudia and Nandina Menifee, all of
San Diego; nephew Frank L. Swain, Jr. of Chicago; cousins Mary Francis Jones and Art Gilliam of Memphis,
Blanche Willis and Sammie Caldwell of Waco, Texas, Gloria Shepard of St. Albans, New York, Doyle Walker of
Desoto, Texas; and a host of other cousins, relatives and friends throughout the country


The family requests that donations be made to the Earl B. Gilliam Bar Association Scholarship Fund, PO Box
125022, San Diego, CA 92112, or to the William J. Oakes Boys and Girls Club of San Diego at 2930 Marcy Avenue,
San Diego, CA 92113.







MY FAMILY MEMORIES


Junior, Mom, Lula Mae
Dad, James Earl


Baby Earl (Junior)
All dressed up I


Never Ending Romance - Earl and Rebecca


Appointment to Municipal Court
in San Diego - 1963


Grandson, Tooran, late son Earl Kenny, Dad (Earl) and
youngest son, Derrick


,


... MORE MEMORIES


Tending to his favorite pastime.
A gardener for all seasons


Nandina reads to "Baby Grandpa"


Here comes San ta


Mom, always there for all occasions







REFLECTIONS OF FRIENDS AND COLLEAGUES


Friends, Len Perry, Judge Earl
and Hartwell Ragsdale


... FRIENDS AND COLLEAGUES
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Earl and judge John Rhodes in Alasca


Chief judge Marilyn Huff and Earl


Here come the Honorable Federal Court Judges, Earl & Nap jones,
Kappo and Boule Brothers for Life!







MY COLLEAGUES


United States District Court for the Southern District of California, year 2000
Top L to R: John Rhodes, William Enright, Tom Whelan, Jeff Miller, Judy Keep, Barry Moskowitz, James Lorenz


Bottom L to R: Irma Gonzalez, Gordon Thompson, Earl B. Gilliam. Marilyn Huff, Howard Turrentine,
Napoleon Jones, Jr., Rudy Brewster


ORDER OF SERVICE


Color Guard ...
Prelude
Processional


.......... San Diego Police Department


Song .......................................................................... "Amazing Grace" . Soloist - Sharron Morgan
Charles Ray, Organist


/Greetings Reverend George Walker Smith, Pastor Emeritus
Christ United Presbyterian Church


....................................................... Timothy Winters, D.Min., Pastor /'
Bayview Baptist Church


Prayer .


Passage from the Old Testament Reverend James H. Hargett, Pastor Emeritus /"
Christian Fellowship Congregational Church, United Church of Christ


Shared Pilgrimage . ................................... Reverend James H. Hargett, Pastor Emeritus
Christian Fellowship Congregational Church, United Church of Christ


Song . ...... "The Lords Prayer" .......................... Soloist - Shirley Logan


Song . . "Total Praise" . .. Choir - Bayview Baptist Church


Silent reading of the Obituary
Acknowledgment of Condolences Juande Ragsdale-Blevins


Resolutions - (please limit to two minutes each)


Song . .................................... "Shadow ofYolir Smile" ........................... Soloist - Jesse Davis
Charles Ray, Pianist


Remembrances
................................................................................. Marilyn Huff - ChiefJudge, United States District Court


................ . Charles Rucker -friend of Earl since childhood ,.-
............................................... . Derrick James Gilliam - son of Earl .,.".-


• Congregational Hymn " How Great Though Art" ............................... Page 25


comments . . Reverend George Walker Smith, Pastor Emeritus
Christ United Presbyterian Church


Benediction . ....................................................................... Reverend James H. Hargett, Pastor Emeritus
Christian Fellowship Congregational Church, United Church of Christ


Recessional . ................................. Soloist ~Sharron Morgan
Charles Ray, Pianist







HONORARY PALLBEARERS
. /Robert Kipper


Hartwell W. Ragsdale -
Len Perry, Esq . ..v


judge Napoleon jones f
Jesse Davis


Charles Rucker +
judge joe Littlejohn 1


Councilman George Stevens J-
Dale Epps


Don Wrighton, Esq. -1


ACTIVE PALLBEARERS


Derrick James Gilliam /"
Clark Rucker -


Hans Erik Nansen _
Anthony Earl Galyean --


Brock Prater
Charles Powell _


INTERNMENT


Mount Hope Cemetery


REPASS


Christ United Presbyterian Church
30th Street at Fir
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Logistics
Assistant Police Chief, Rulette Armstead


San Diego Police Department


Final Arrangements Entrusted To:


Anderson-Ragsdale Mortuary
"Fourth Generation In The Mortuary Profession"


5050Federal Boulevard San Diego, California 92102
(619)263-3141


I~'-------------------------- _








Rev. George Walker Smith
5514 Miraflores Drive
San Diego, CA92114


Rev. Timothy Winters
Bayview Baptist Church
6134 Benson Drive
San Diego, CA92114


Rev. James H. Hargett
771 Washington Hts. Rd.
El Cajon, CA92019


Charles Rucker
9350 Hollyhock Road
Spring Valley, CA91977


Robert W. Kipper
10770 Black Mountain Road
San Diego, CA92127


Hartwell W. Ragsdale
5050 Federal Blvd.
San Diego CA92102


Hon. George Stevens
Councilman - 4th District
City of San Diego
202 C Street -


---------------San Diego 92101


Hans Erik Nansen
Golfcrest Drive
San Diego, CA92119


Brock Prater
3359 Amadita Court
Bonita, CA91902


Charles Powell
3207 E. 8th Street
National City, CA91950
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Judge Cynthia G. Aaron
United States District Court
U.S. Courthouse
940 Front Street, Rm. 1185
San Diego, CA 92101-8928


II Judge Anthony J. Battaglia
United States District Court
U.S. Courthouse
940 Front Street, Rm. 1147
San Diego, CA 92101


J Judge Ruben B. Brooks
United States District Court
Southern District of California
940 Front Street
San Diego, CA 92101


Judge Rudi M. Brewster
United States District Court
Southern District of California
940 Front Street
San Diego, CA 92101


Judge Larry A. Burns
United States District Court
Southern District of California
940 Front Street
San Diego, CA 92101


Hon William B. Enright
United States District Court )(
Southern District of California
940 Front Street
San Diego, CA 92101-8928


Judge Irma E. Gonzalez
United States District Court
Southern District of California
940 Front Street
San Diego, CA 92101


Judge John A. Houston pd 2001
United States District Court
Southern District of California
940 Front Street
San Diego, CA 92101


./


./


J







Chief Judge Marilyn L. Huff
United States District Court
Southern District of California
940 Front Street
San Diego, CA 92101


Judge Napoleon A. JonesJr.
United States District Court
Southern District of California
940 Front Street
San Diego, CA 92101


Judge Gordon Thompson, Jr.
United States District Court


~Southern District of California
940 Front Street
San Diego, CA 92101


Judge Judith N. Keep
United States District Court
Southern District of California
940 Front Street
San Diego, CA 92101


Judge M. James Lorenz
United States District Court
U.S. Courthouse
940 Front Street, Rm. 2140
San Diego, CA 92101-8911


Judge Jeffrey 1. Miller
United States District Court
Southern District of California
940 Front Street
San Diego, CA 92101


Judge Barry Ted Moskowitz
United States District Court
Southern District of California
940 Front Street
San Diego, CA 92101


Judge Louisa S. Porter
United States District Court
U.S. Courthouse
940 Front Street
San Diego, CA 92101







....... '


Judge Leo S. Papas
United States District Court
Southern District of California
940 Front Street
San Diego, CA 92101


Judge John S. Rhoades
United States District Court


P\Southern District of California
940 Front Street
San Diego, CA 92101-8928


Judge James F. Stiven
United States District Court
U.S. Courthouse
940 Front Street
San Diego, CA 92101-8911


Judge Howard B. Turrentine
United States District Court
Southern District of California


""940 Front Street
San Diego, CA 92101


Judge Thomas J. Whelan
United States District Court
U.S. Courthouse
940 Front Street
San Diego, CA 92101
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Chambera of
VICTOR E. BIANCHINI
Judge of the Superio!' Courl


Mailing Acld.res6
2so East Main Street


:E1 ccjon, Californja 920~O-3990


March 1, 2001


Judge Rudi M. Brewster
United States District Court
Southern District of California
940 Front Street
San Diego, CA92101


Dear Rudi:


I am. writing to ask if you would be so kind as to share an
anecdote or favorite story about the late, Judge Earl B. Gilliam
with San DiegoLawyerMagazine. The magazine is preparing
an article commemorating the lifeofthis belovedjurist as seen
through the eyes of his loved ones, colleagues and friends.


If you have a very brief sketch or tale about Earl that you
would like to share, wewould be grateful if you could FAXit to
(619) 441-4297 just as soon as possible, so that it might be
incorporated into the article, Of course, because of editing
limits, it cannot be guaranteed that it will make its way into
the magazine, but wewill make every effort to do so.


Looking forward to your reply.


',- Sincerely yours,


Victor E. Bianchini
Judge of the Superior Court
Contributing Editor, San DiegoLawyerMagazine


"0"· -- .-,.', ."
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Attorney & Counselor
Business & Fln3l1oo


1930 Hidden Springs Drive
1;1Cajon, CA g~Q19


From ADF 8NC. PHONE No. 619 465 7515
CYr.6-O'-fq 4 , ~, OJ.2 -ceu]


Mar.07 2001 1:14PM P01


L.CHAS.PERRY
PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION


March 7, 2001


To: Judge Victor E. Bianchini
ApprRr.;nt.~ The Opportunity


It was in the early seventies and Earl and I had t.aken
our wives to dinner. Aftor dinner we went to a night elub
in not the finest part of town. The club had patrone wait-
ing to enter so Earl and I dropped our wives off at the door
and proceeded around to the back of the building to park t.he
car. Upon exiting the CQr a guy approached from th~ darkness
who was 1arger t~on my 11big friend'i. He,asked, l'aren't you
Judge Gilliam?" With that I started looking around for a
quiCk exit; Earl responded affirmatively. The guy said, "I
appeared before you some years ago and I have been wating to
tc11 you that the sentence you gave me was fair.


Whatever tho oooasion,thereaftar1 I was never apprehen-
sive bein2 with my fri~nd.


,-


Len perry








09:49 DEPUTY MAYOR GEORGE STEVENS -> 94414297LW. """,,q«,~,O~,OO~ NO.045 [;>01


To: Hon. Victor E. Bianchini


From: Deputy Mayor George Stevens


City of San Diego


Re: Article on Judge Earl B. Gilliam in San Diego Lawyer Magazine


Date: March 8,2001


Thank you for contacting me regarding my memories and reflections of the late Judge Earl B.


Gilliam. Attached are two anecdotes on Judge Gilliam, 1appreciate the opportunity to share


these with you. If you need any further information, please contact my Press Secretary, Jennifer


Bares, at (619) 236-6701.


The Honorable Earl B. Gilliam was my schoolmate, Kappa Alpha Psi fraternity brother, and dear


friend. I was honored to have had the opportunity to propose Judge Gilliam's appointment to the


Municipal Court during a private meeting with Governor Pat Brown. The meeting was held to


address the lack of representation of African American Judges in San Diego. After a struggle


with the Governor, as well as others seeking the appointment, the Governor yielded and


appointed Judge Gilliam.


My most memorable occasion of Judge Earl B. Gilliam was one Saturday at Mountain View


Park when he got in an argument about the law with a former "Jailhouse and Street Lawyer" who


"stripped the Judge of his robe" on arguing the law.







03/08/01 10:52 FAX 760 806 6345


To:


Fax#:


From:


Subject:


JUDICIAL SECTY#3 IilJ 01


FAX TRANSMISSION


HONORABLE VICTOR E.
BIANCHINI


619) 441-4297


HONORABLE JOE O.
LITILEJOHN


COMMENTS:


FA><'


Date: March 8, 2001


Pages: 2, including this cover sheet.
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11:42 FAX 760 806 6345


HI Vic,


I understand that you can't guarantee that my little dItty about Earl will make its
way into the commemorative article. You have my personal gratitude for
spearheading this very appropriate gesture. Here is one of my favorite printable
stories about E.B.G.


When I was appointed to the Municipal Court, my personal friend and mentor, Earl,
had already been elevated to the Superior court. To insure my successful transition
to the Bench, Earl asked his old Muni Court crony, Bob Cooney, to be my Papa Judge
(Advisor JUdge). In a father to son manner Earl instructed me to take counsel from
Bob and follow his example on how to conduct myself during my workday on the
bench. Earl cautioned me with a smile and chuckle that neither he nor Bob should be
used as a model of how 1 should conduct myself after my workday on the bench.


Thanks,
Joe O. Littlejohn


~01
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Obituary


gadB. Gilliam was born on August 17, 1931 in Clovis, New Mexico to James
Earl and Lula Mae Gooden Gilliam. The family moved first to Oklahoma
City, and then when Earl was age 10, moved to San Diego. Earl attended


Logan and Stockton elementary schools, Memorial Jr. High, and San Diego High
School. In 1949 he entered San Diego State College, where he majored in business.
Upon graduation from San Diego State he was accepted into Hastings College of Law
in San Francisco, where he graduated in 1957.


In 1947 the Gilliam family opened the Louisiana Seafood Market on Imperial Avenue.
Earl could be found behind the fish counter after school and weekends thereafter until
he left for law schooL In fact, he often joked that it was his desire to find a way out of
the fish market that motivated him to begin a career in the law.


Earl practiced law, as a deputy district attorney and as a general practitioner, for five
years until 1963 when, at age 32, he was appointed to the Municipal Court by Governor Edmond G. Brown,
becoming the first African American to sit on the San Diego bench. He was elected Presiding Judge in 1971. In
1975, Governor Jerry Brown elevated Earl to the San Diego Superior Court bench. In 1980, Earl was appointed by
President Jimmy Carter to the United States District Court for the Southern District of California, a position he
held proudly until his death.


Earl had a deep sense of social responsibility and a commitment to public service. He became an adjunct professor
at Western State University School of Law when it opened in 1969 and continued to teach for the next 24 years. In
1995 the school's moot courtroom was formally dedicated in his honor.


Judge Gilliam generously gave time and effort to this community in countless ways. He served on the boards of
numerous civic, professional and private organizations, including his favorite senior housing charity, San Diego
Kind Corporation, as well as the Board of Overseers of University of California San Diego, Thomas Jefferson
School of Law, Burn Institute, Urban League, Boys Club, YMCA, Model Cities, and many others. The community,
in tum, has repeatedly acknowledged his contributions with awards too numerous to list in detail. In 1982, San
Diego's African American lawyers organization honored him by changing its name to the Earl B. Gilliam Bar
Association.


Earl met his wife, Rebecca Prater, in 1978, and she was his date for the 1978 San Diego County Bar Dinner. They
remained the best of personal and professional friends for the rest of their careers, and ultimately married in 1993.
Tragically, two weeks after their wedding Earl had heart surgery which left him paralyzed and on dialysis for the
remainder of his life. The long ordeal, however, never damped his spirit.


Earl is also survived by his beloved son, Derrick James Gilliam of San Francisco, born of Earl's first marriage to
Barbara Crawford. Their oldest son, Earl Kenneth Gilliam, died of cancer in 1999. Additional survivors are Earl
Kenneth's son Tooran Gilliam, and Rebecca's daughter and granddaughter Claudia and Nandina Menifee, all of
San Diego; nephew Frank L. Swain, Jr. of Chicago; cousins Mary Francis Jones and Art Gilliam of Memphis,
Blanche Willis and Sammie Caldwell of Waco, Texas, Gloria Shepard of St. Albans, New York, Doyle Walker of
Desoto, Texas; and a host of other cousins, relatives and friends throughout the country.


The family requests that donations be made to the Earl B. Gilliam Bar Association Scholarship Fund, PO Box
125022, San Diego, CA 92112, or to the William J. Oakes Boys and Girls Club of San Diego at 2930 Marcy Avenue,
San Diego, CA 92113.







MY FAMILY MEMORIES


Junior, Mom, Lula Mae
Dad, James Earl


Baby Earl (iunior)
All dressed upl


Never Ending Romance - Earl and Rebecca


Appointment to Municipal Court
in San Diego ~1963


Grandson, Tooran, late son Earl Kenny, Dad (Earl) and
youngest son, Derrick
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... MORE MEMORIES


Tending to his favorite pastime.
A gardener for all seasons


Nandina reads to "Baby Grandpa"


Here comes San fa







REFLECTIONS OF FRIENDS AND COLLEAGUES ... FRIENDS AND COLLEAGUES


Earl and Judge John Rhodes in Alaska


Chief Judge Marilyn Huff and Earl


Friends, Len Perry, Judge Earl
and Hartwell Ragsdale


Here come the Honorable Federal Court Judges, Earl & Nap jones,
Kappa and Boult! Brothers for Lifel







MY COLLEAGUES


United States District Court for the Southern District of California, year 2000
Top L to R: John Rhodes, William Enright, Tom Whelan, Jeff Miller, Judy Keep, Barry Moskowitz, James Lorenz


Bottom L to R: Irma Gonzalez, Gordon Thompson, Earl B. Gilliam, Marilyn Huff, Howard Turrentine,
Napoleon Jones, Jr., Rudy Brewster


ORDER OF SERVICE


Color Guard ...
Prelude
Processional


. San Diego Police Department


Song . .. Soloist - Sharron Morgan
Charles Ray, Organist


. "Amazing Grace" .


Greetings ...... Reverend George Walker Smith, Pastor Emeritus
Christ United Presbyterian Church


Prayer ... . , Timothy Winters, D.Min., Pastor
Bayview Baptist Church


Passage from the Old Testament Reverend James H. Hargett, Pastor Emeritus
Christian Fellowship Congregational Church, United Church of Christ


Shared Pilgrimage . . Reverend James H. Hargett, Pastor Emeritus
Christian Fellowship Congregational Church, United Church of Christ


Song . ............................... Soloist - Shirley Logan.... "The Lords Prayer"


Song . . Choir - Bayview Baptist Church. "Total Praise" .


Silent reading of the Obituary
Acknowledgment of Condolences . . Juande Ragsdale-Blevins


Resolutions - (please limit to two minutes each)


Song "Shadow of Your Smile" Soloist - Jesse Davis
Charles Ray, Pianist


Remembrances
..................................................... Marilyn Huff - ChiefJudge, United States District Court


......................................................... Charles Rucker - friend of Earl since childhood
.............................................................................. Derrick James Gilliam - son of Earl


Congregational Hymn ..... . Page 25. " How Great Though Art" .


comments . ... Reverend George Walker Smith, Pastor Emeritus
Christ United Presbyterian Church


Benediction . . Reverend James H. Hargett, Pastor Emeritus
Christian Fellowship Congregational Church, United Church of Christ


Recessional . . Soloist - Sharron Morgan
Charles Ray, Pianist







HONORARY PALLBEARERS


Robert Kipper
Hartwell W. Ragsdale


Len Perry, Esq.
judge Napoleon jones


Jesse Davis
Charles Rucker


judge joe Littlejohn
Councilman George Stevens


Dale Epps
Don wrlghton, Esq.


ACTIVE PALLBEARERS


Derrick James Gilliam
Clark Rucker


Hans Erik Nansen
Anthony Earl Galyean


Brock Prater
Charles Powell


INTERNMENT


Mount Hope Cemetery


REPASS


Christ United Presbyterian Church
30th Street at Fir








A Giant Among Men or (A Legend Passes)


"Beloved Judge, Mentor, Friend-May you have a 'Crown of Splendor' for your gift of
wisdom to us." Chief Judge Marilyn Huff, US. District Court, San Diego.


Warmth, joy and laughter washed over the crowd in the Bayview Baptist Church
on February 6, 2001 when hundreds ofloved ones, colleagues and friends of U.S. District
Court Judge Earl Ben Gilliam gathered to celebrate and honor his remarkable life.


"He taught me to laugh at myself and not take myself too seriously, to laugh with
others who would poke fun, and to be nice to anyone, no matter what their station in life."
So said Derrick Gilliam, Earl's son. "He gave me the greatest gift oflove by telling me
almost every day how proud he was of me."


"He never said a bad word about anybody," said the Reverend George Walker
Smith, who began the upbeat ceremony by telling the overflow crowd that they were
there for a celebration, not a funeral. "He had courage, wisdom, a simplicity similar to
that of Will Rogers-very short and pithy but with great wisdom, a man with love in his
heart. And he honored Rebecca Prater, Earl's wife, as "a woman who gave up everything
to care for this man for 8 years," through what the Reverend James Hargett called a
"long, torturous illness with a great level of suffering."


Because Earl had touched so many lives with genuine friendship, compassion and
respect, grief was an unwelcome guest. The presiding Pastors, The Reverends George
Walker Smith and James H. Hargett, Pastors Emeritus, were so uplifting in their remarks
and prayers, the collective repose was palpable. The host Pastor, Timothy Winters,
selflessly shared the pulpit with the ministers who were influential in Earl's life. The
pastors' eloquent words and the magnificent voices of the choir and soloists of the
Bayview Church soared over the assemblage so impressively that it seemed to cause
many to begin looking for membership applications.


"His footprints are huge, his mark indelible," said Mayor Dick Murphy who
began a long parade of dignitaries in honoring Earl with a warm display oflove, affection
and respect. One had the sense that the bestowing of honors could have gone on for days.
"Earl was a bright and inspiring young man, but he worked hard, he worked very hard,"
said George Stevens, Deputy Mayor of the City of San Diego and longtime friend. Also
bestowing honors on the Judge were Sherri Thompson, President of the Earl B. Gilliam
Bar Association, and Jim Hatcher, ofthe Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity. Ron Roberts of the
Board of Supervisors related, "Earl went out of his way to help others." Also presenting
honors were Randy Jones of the National Bar Association, Deanne Salcido of the
Lawyers Club, Katrina Burnharn of the NAACP, Douglas Oden of the California Black







"Beloved Judge, mentor and friend. He brought to our court compassion, patience
and wisdom. He lived for equal justice under law," said Chief Judge Marilyn Huff, Earl's
colleague and friend. She recalled a recent conversation with Earl when he said,
"Overall, San Diego has been a good town for me. I hope that I rose to the challenge to
make things better for the whole city, because there are Blacks and minorities who can
make contributions. I've always been loyal to the women's cause. I've enjoyed being a
part of it, and I hope that I've left some kind of a mark." You have left an indelible
mark!" Judge Huff said. In quoting Proverbs, she said "Blessed is the man who finds
wisdom, the man who gains understanding, for it is more profitable than silver, and yields
better returns than gold. It will set a garland of grace on your head and present you with a
crown of splendor." "May you have a crown of splendor for your gift of wisdom to us,"
she said.


Lawyer's Association, William Chapman ofthe national fraternity, Sigma Pi Phi, Amalia
Meza of the La Raza Lawyers, Terry Johnson, the Mayor of Oceanside, Bob Filner, of
the U.S. House of Representatives, Willie Brown, the Mayor of San Francisco, and Aaron
Katz of the San Diego Bar Association, who said that because of "the candor of his
speech, the courage of his faith, the warm and glowing brightness of his friendship as a
leader of this community, he built a temple of honor and virtue, of industry and of
unselfish devotion to duty." The City, County and State Governments adjourned their
sessions that day solely to honor Earl B. Gilliam. Apart from honoring Earl, they had
to-most of their leaders were at the ceremony.


"I was Earl's Godson, and I called him Uncle Earl, said Charles Rucker, and "we
should look at what he stood for and what he tried to accomplish each and every day of
his life. His life gives us a message and the message is be honest in your feelings and
truthful in your words and deeds, be respectful and loyal to your fellow man. Act with
dignity and compassion in all endeavors and most importantly, act with justice in your
heart be fair and know the consequences of your actions."


"Daddy loved to play with his sons and especially their toys. He was a messy
cook, was always late to church, and he had his flaws," said his son Derrick, to the
laughter of the crowd, when he told the story about spoiling a birthday surprise party by
asking over the phone ifDerrick's friends had arrived yet.


Earl Ben Gilliam--lawyer, judge, teacher, father, grandfather, husband, mentor,
community volunteer, friend, legend. He was an extraordinary human being and faced
adversity throughout his life with equanimity and dignity. He could walk into a room and
his commanding presence would stop conversations. At the same time, he was so down-
to-earth that that he maintained relationships with everyone of all economic ranks. Serene
and easygoing, he was a giver and he gave back to the community in immeasurable ways.
His deep sense of social responsibility and commitment to public service was legendary.
He began as an adjunct professor at Western State University School oflaw at its
founding in 1969, and continued to teach for the next 24 years.







He made many friends in his lifetime, and there are many legendary Earl Gilliam
stories and nicknames such as "Killum Gilliam" which is based on his intensity on the
football field. His friend of many years, Hans Nansen tells the story ofthe trip from
Montana in a motor home where they had both installed a battery backwards which
promptly exploded sending Earl diving to the floor arms, and legs askew believing they
were under attack by the natives. Earl took it upon himself to hitchhike to the nearest
town and "to my amazement, the very first car that passed was a middle age couple, who
stopped to talk to Earl. The woman driving instructed her husband to get out and sit in
the back seat so Earl would be more comfortable on the trip." Later, a sheriff's car rolled
up. "With my heart in my throat, the sheriff asked me if I were Hans. He informed me
that "the Judge" was having lunch in town with some of the folks and would be back with
a tow truck, which he did. I will miss him and his friendship and love him for the rest of
my life, for these kinds of friendships, and this kind of man, come once in a lifetime.


He served on the boards of numerous civic, professional and private
organizations, including the San Diego Kind Corporation, a senior housing charity, the
Board of Overseers of the University of California, San Diego, Thomas Jefferson School
of Law, the Bum Institute, the Urban League, the Boys Club, YMCA, Model Cities and
many others. So beloved was he, that the San Diego African American lawyers'
organization bestowed the extraordinary honor of naming its organization after him, the
Earl B. Gilliam Bar Association.


"It was in the early seventies and Earl and I had taken our wives to dinner," said
his friend Len Perry. "After dinner we went to a night club in not the finest part of town.
The club had patrons waiting to enter so Earl and I dropped our wives off at the door and
proceeded around to the back ofthe building to park the car. Upon exiting the car a guy
approached from the darkness who was larger than my 'big friend.' He asked, 'aren't you
Judge Gilliam?' With that I started looking around for a quick exit; Earl responded
affirmatively. The guy said, "I appeared before you some years ago and I have been
waiting to tell you that the sentence you gave me was fair. Whatever the occasion,
thereafter, I was never apprehensive being with my friend."


Judge Judy Keep relates "when I think of Earl Gilliam, I think of how he made
everyone who appeared before him feel the warmth ofhis soul and the breadth ofhis
humanity. One time I went to watch him render a decision in a difficult case inwhich he
found for the government and against very sympathetic plaintiffs in a civil rights case.
Afterwards, instead of becoming angry or sad or resentful, the plaintiffs almost tripped
over one another as they all stood up and thanked him for being 'their' judge. When I
asked him later how he managed to have the losing side leave the courtroom as his new
best friends, he chuckled in that low throaty chuckle of his and deflected my attention to
his new toy (toys filled his chambers). The truth is I don't think he knew how he got that
response because he was just himself and it was his 'self that people who encountered
him adored."







Earl Ben Gilliam was born on August 17, 1931, in Clovis, New Mexico to James
Earl and Lilla Mae Gooden Gilliam. The family moved to San Diego when Earl was 10.
His futher opened the Louisiana Fish Market when Earl was 16 and he worked there part-
time until he left for Hastings Law School. Itwas said he often joked that it was his
desire to find a way out of the fish market that motivated him to begin a career in the law.
He served as a deputy district attorney and as a general practitioner for 5 years when, at
the age of32 he was appointed to the Municipal Court Bench by Governor Edmond G.
"Pat" Brown, heginning a string of firsts: first African American to sit on the San Diego
Bench; first African American to sit on the San Diego Superior Court; first African
American to sit on the U.S. District Court. He was a pathfinder, a trailblazer, but it
wasn't easy. When Earl was young, he would swim at the community pool, but only on
Saturday nights, since the pool would he drained on Sunday. This was only one example
of the prejudice faced by Earl and others of his community during those times.
Tragically, Earl suffered a debilitating and life-shortening paralysis during heart surgery
in 1993, which caused his kidneys to fail requiring dialysis for the rest ofhis life. The
courage and equanimity he exlubited throughout this ordeal evokes wonder and
admiration.


Earl is survived by his loving wife Rebecca Prater whose devoted and heroic
efforts in caring for Earl during his debilitating paralysis and constant dialysis treatments,
endear her to all, and his beloved son Derrick James Gilliam of San Francisco, born of his
first marriage to Barbara Crawford. Their eldest son Earl Kenneth Gilliam died of cancer
in 1999. Other survivors include grandchildren and a host of nephews, cousins, relatives
and friends from all over the conntry.
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In our forty yean of'friendehip, my admiration for the late Honorable B.r1 B. Gilliam grew with each


adventure we had. Hi. natural charm and dignity bespoke a character far greater than any robe, degree or


credential could ever impart. During the twenty-two yaars that we attended Charger football games


together, I was always f•• cinered by bow Earl was always welcomed by total strangers at their tailgate


parties. I was amazed at how eas ily he moved between diverse groups of people of all ages a. if he had


known them all of his life. But my greatest moment of admiration came the day he convinced an Idaho


sheriff to drive almost 90 miles to check on me where we had broken down on a lonely country interstate in


the middle of nowhere.


A few years ago, a friend of ours asked me If! would fly to Montana and drive a thirty-four foot motor


home back 1.0 San Diego for him. Earl was here at the time the offer was made and he thought that sounded


like fun and offered to accompany me. An amusing flight was followed by the grim realization on our


arrival in Montana that the motor bome was in an open field, with. dead battery, no license plates, and no


registration, which had not been mentioned to us prior to our departure. Using his charm, Earl talked a


fellow into starting the beast for us. Knowing we would immediately need a new battery, not knowing


what we would do about our other problems on a weekend morning. we headed for the flrst battery outlet


we could find. Earl supervised the installation to make sure that we two city guys got our money worth and


the battery was properly installed.


Approximately one hour after leaving Butte, we were on a two lane temporary highway when the battery


exploded. This woke Earl up and be dove for the floor, thinking perhaps that we were encountering


unfriendly natives. Not wanting to stop on the temporary freeway and create a hazard I took evasive action


and drove down the embankment and up the other side onto the newly graded freeway. I found the Judge


on the floor, towards the beok of the home, near the bed with his limbs in every which direction. In spite of


the expertly monitored installation, upon careful inspection at a later time, it was determined that the


battery had been installed backwards.


Seeing as how we were in the middle of nowh ere, Earl took it upon himself to attempt to hitchhike to the


next town I laughed and told him good luok. I sat in the shade in the relatively cool motor home and


giggled watching Earl standing out in the middle of nowhere in his white tennis shorts and high-top


Converse tennis shoes scanning the horizon for cars. Intermittently I warned him of the potential number


of folks up in the country carrying firearms in their vehicles.


To my amazement, the very first ear that passed was a middle-aged couple, who stopped to talk to Earl.


The woman driving instructed her husband to get out and sit in the backseat so Earl would be more


comfortable on the trip. This sent me into hysterics causing the woman to ask Earl what in tbe world I


thought was so funny, and they left. Earl waved out the window, and he went on his way.
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I sat waiting and wondering what a sheriff or highway patrol officer would do to me and my pirate motor


home. Four hours later, the hour of judgement came and I watched a sheriffs patrol car stop to the side of


the road, the sheriff approached the home, and knocked on the door. With my heart in my throat, I


answered. The sheriff took a look at me and asked if! were "Hans'. I said yes. He informed me that "The


Judge" was in the next town having lunch with some of the folks, and that he had asked the sheriff to do


him a favor and come an hour or more back 10 tell his stranded friend that he was working on getting us a


tow from another town, Idaho Falls, some forty-five minutes in the other direction. When I asked the


sheriff if Earl had sent me back a sandwich, he just laughed.


Six hours later, Earl came riding in one of the biggest tow trucks J had ever seen, which 1 imagine was:used


for the freeway construction. Again, he had not brought a sandwich or even a .oft drink. I apologized for


my lack of faith and promised that I would never doubt again, thinking that it if ever happened again. and I


didn't laugh so hard, maybe he'd bring me B snack.


I will miss him and his friendship and love him for the rest of my life. For these kinds of friendships, and


this kind of man, come once in s lifetime.


Signed. By Earl's beloved friend Hans Nansen
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ElCajon. California 92020.3990
July 12,2001


Ms. Rebecca Prater
2121 Paradise Street
San Diego, CA 92114


Dear Rebecca:


It was a pleasure to talk to you a few weeks ago. I hope that our
conversation and the suggestions we discussed have borne some
fruit. Of course, my offer stills stands to assist you in any way I
can in attempting to have a neighborhood library named after
Judge Gilliam. I have enclosed the materials I used in composing
the article on Earl and I thought you might be interested in placing
them with his other papers or disposing ofthem.


I hope all is well with you.


Warmest personal regards,


Victor E. Bianchini, Judge
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA


JOHN S. RHOADES, SR.
JUDGE


9..fOFRONT STREET
SAN DIEGO, CA 92101-8905


TEL: (619) 557-59150
FAX, (1519) 557-5278
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