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For the first time, in 1978, the 16 years and over
civilian labor force passed the 100 million
mark and continued to grow in 1979, averaging
102.9 million. Of this number, 90.6 million were
White, 10.4 million were Black and 5.0 million
were Spanish origin.

craft and kindred workers, 1.4 million opera-
tors (except transport), 485,000 transportation
equipment operatives and 741,000 non-farm
laborers. Black service workers numbered 2.2
million or 24.3 percent and farm workers,
196,000 or 2.1 percent.

EMPLOYMENT

During the 1970's, unemployment was .ram-
pant among Blacks in the nation. It was higher
than all other major population groups. The
1973.75 recession, which saw the w~rse
economic decline since the 1929 depreSSion,
had a devastating effect on the Black
population.
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LABOR FORCE STATUS
f'ersons,16yearsand
over 161,532 141,614

Incivllianlaborloree 102,908 90,602
f'ereen1Incivilian labOr
loree .. . .... .. ..... 63.7 64.0
llnemploymenlrate'...... 5.8 5.1

EMPlOYMENT
Total employed. 16
years and over .. . . 96,945 86,025
Percent .. " 100,0 100.0

White-olIIIIworllers 50.9 52.5
llIUe-coIlarNWkers .•. .... 33.1 32.6
SlIrvice WOIQr1 .• .. .. . 132 12.0
F8mI WOIbrS 2 8 2.9
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Construction . . .. . 6,299
Manulaclurillil . . . .. 22,137

Durable goods . .. 13,450
Nondurablegoods .. 8,668

Transportation and pult1lc
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CITICOtlP FOOD FAIR INTERNATIONAl TELEPHONE &
Franklin A. Thomas Jewellafontant

NORTON SIMON,INC
TELEGRAPH CORPORATION Ann Dlbbl. Cook

COAST FEDERAL SAVINGS & LOAN FOOTE. CONE & BELDING
Earl G. Graves Dr. Luther H. Foster

ASSOCIATION Jewel Lafontant JEWEL COMPANIES. INC.
Lola McAlpin Grant

OHIO EDISON COMPANY

FORD MOTOR COMPANY Jewel Lafontant W.A. Derrick

C.B.S. Dr. Clifton R. Wharton. Jr. K·MART
Franklin A. Thomas

PACIFIC TELEPHONE COMPANY

GENERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY David Halper Ivan J. Houston

COMMONWEALTH EDISON CO. Samuel R. Pierce, .... KAISER ALUMINUM & CHEMICAL
Ileo<g. E. Johnson

J.C. PENNEY CO. INC.
GENERAL FOODS CORPORATION CORPORATKlN Vernon E Jordan ok.

CONSOLIDATED EDISON CO. OF Dr.Jerome H. Holland Ivan J. Houston

N.Y., INC.
PEOPLES GAS COMPANY

franklin H Williams GENERAL MILLS, INC. KELLOGG COMPANY Millard O. Robbin.
Dr.Gwendolyn A. N,wl"'" Delores D. Wharton

CONTINENTAL CORPORATION KRAFT FOODS
PEPSICO, INC.

Dr Jerome H. Holland GENERAL MOTORS CORPORATION WlnlamT-"i
Rev. Leon H SUllivan Dr Lloyd C. Elam

CONTINENTAL ILLINOIS NATIONAL LIGGETT GROUP
PFIZER, INC.

BANK & TRUST CD. OF CHICAGO GERBER PRODUCTS COMPANY W1mam J KennodY U
Jewel Lafontant Dr Chari .. F Whm.n EarlG Graws

LLOYD'S BANK OF CAUFORNIA
PHILAOa.PHIA Q£l;IllIC CO

CUI8I1IIlS EN6tIE CO.. 00:. GIRARD TRUST COMPANY W11Il1mT -,i
_In A. Thomas Rev. Leon H &lmvan

Ann_ _aoo-t

DAYTON POWER AND LIGHT CO GCLOElI WEST FINAIICIAL CORPORATIOI LOCXIlEED AIRCRAFT CORPORATION
CIlariIY Edna Earley W1lmll1 Wldaner l.Illlle N Shaw

DaTA AIIHINES GOODYEAR TIRE & RUBBER COMPANY MANUFACTIlRERS HAIIOVSl TRl/llT CO

.-1iIl ok WHoWaIdFort Dr_H.~

e I ~ ltEMlIURS
MARIllA CITY lIAIII

Dr F_ JelldH._



TiMES-MIRROR CORPOAATiON
Dr. Alfred E. Osborne, Jr.

TRANS-WORLD AIRLINES, INC.
Jew91 Lafontant
Or. Emmett J. Rice

THE TRAVELERS CORPORATION
Or. Jewel Plummer Cobb

TWENTiETV CENTURY·FOX PICTURES
John H, Johnson

UAl, INC.
Or. Andrew F. Brimmer

U,S.INOUSTlUES, INC,
samuel R. PIerce, Jr,

UNION CAR810E CORPORATION
Or. Jerome H. Holland

UNITED CAlIFllANlA BANK
""'nJ.HouslDn

INCOME

VIRGINIA ELECTRIC & POWER CO
Or. Allix B. James

Black families in the United States earning
$15,000 and over increased 26,6 percent from
9.5 percent in 1970, to 36.1 percent in 1978,
Spanish origin families earning $15,000 or
more increased from 10 percent in 1970, to
41,1 percent in 1978, a 31.1 percent increase.
White families in the $15,000 and above
bracket increased from 23.7 percent in 1970, to
62 percent in 1978,a 38.3 percent increase.

Money Income by race, analyzed by Brimmer &
Co., Inc. in the March, 1980 Issue of BLACK
ENTERPRISE magazine, shows that Black
income rose from 7,2 percent or $98.6 billion in
1978, to $125.8 billion or 7.4 percent in 1980.
A recently released Bureau of Census advance
report, "Money Income and Poverty'" shOwed
that the median income of American famll~
rose 11.6 percent in 1979 but inflatiOn
diminished all but a fraction of the gain,Median
Income of White families In the report W8$'
$20.520. SlaCk families, $11.,650.m;t ~
Orlglll famul8$, 14 a20-
"M~ ~ Iln8 ~ 8eIlla:ol==~~~~p,~

WASHINGTON GAS LIGHT CfYIIIPNrI
Orlando W. Darden

WELLS FARGO BANK
Wilson Riles

WESTINGHOUSE ELECTRIC CORP
Vernon E. Jordan. ok.
Hobart Taylor, Jr.

XEROX CORPOAATiON
Vernon E. Jordan, Jr

ZENITH RADIO CORPORATION
JohnH.JohnJOn

ZUllN INDUSTRIES, INC
Or. Jerome H. HoMand



1870 46,535 41,092 4,386 4,928 3,235 1,506 1,954 1,552 329
Number ............. thousands

Percent, by type of family ..... 100.0 88.3 9.4 100.0 65.6 30.6 100.0 79.4 16.8
Percent.. ... . . . . . .. . ... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 NA NA

Under$3,ooO ................. 7.6 5.8 22.7 21.2 11.8 41.3 12.2 NA NA
$3,000 10$4,999 .............. 9.5 8.4 20.4 17.4 13.5 25.9 17.1 NA NA
$5,00010$6,999 ............. 11.3 10.5 18.1 17.0 17.8 15.5 18.1 NA NA
$7,00010$9,999 ............ 20.1 20.3 18.3 18.1 21.7 9.7 22.0 NA NA

$10,00010$11,999 .......... 13.1 13.7 7.6 8.8 11.0 3.8 I 20.6 I NA NA
$12,OOOIo~4,999 ............ 148 15.7 6.6 8.1 11.0 2.1 NA ~:$15.00010 4,999 ............ 18.7 20.1 5.7 8.5 12.0 1.3 8.8 NA=andover ............ 5.0 5.4 0.7 1.0 1.1 0.4 1.2 NA NA
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CONSUMERISM

Black families continue to spend more of their
income on personal care products. food
consumed in the home. soft drinks and
alcoholic beverages. The more than 36 percent
of Black families earning $15.000 and above in
1978 spent a large portion of their income on
travel. recreation. entertainment. clothing and
household furnishings. It was projected that
money income of Black families in 1980 was
$125.8 billion. This means that if the 25 million
Black population in the United States was
counted as a nation. they would rank in the thir-
teenth position among the 158 nations of the
world. Since Blacks have a high propensity to
consume, these statistics prove that Blacks
tend to be among the best customers for retail
products and services.

Medlamark Research, Inc. product usage data
show the following purchasing patterns of
middle income Black families in 1980:

• 44.6% smoke cigarettes. compared to 40.1% of
theU.S. total.

• 8.9% bought wall-to-wall carpeting in proportion
to 6.9% of theU.S. total.

• 2.5% bought kitchen cabinets as compared to
1.9% olthe U.S. total.

• 5.7% bought dining room furniture as compared
to 4.5% of theU.S. total.•, • 5.4% bought bedroom furniture as compared to
4.5% of theU.S. total.

• • 9.6% bought blanketsin proportion to 6.9% of the
U.S. total.

......1_..., BI_ D.S.T....

Orange Juice 46.7% 40.8%
Fresh Fruit 93.6% 93.0%
Canned Ham 31.5% 29.6%
Canned Spaghetti

33.8% 31.6%& Macaroni
Rice 79.2% n.7%
Rour 92.7% 92.3%
Shortening 81.2% 76.3%
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BUSINESS•• IIMII_
~k.hllc...... 11 8IIckJ U.S. TIIII The recently issued study, the 1977 Survey of

Regular Domestic
Minority-Owned Business Enterprises, by the
U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the

Beer 46.7% 43.9% Census, presents a comprehensive report of
Imported Beer 13.4% 13.9% selected statistics on Black-owned businesses
Malt Liquor 14.0% 6.7% In the United States. The survey, taken at five-
Bourbon Whiskey 16.5% 17.7% year intervals, showed a total of 231.203 Black
Canadian Whiskey 18.2% 16.9%
SCotch Whiskey 17.8% 15.6%

firms with gross receipts of $8.6 billion. The

Rye or Blended corrected survey of 1972 numbered 187,602

~
9.0% 9.4% firms with gross receipts of $5.5 billion instead

18.5% 15.8% of the erroneously reported 194,000 firms with
Vodka 23.9% 23.1% gross receipts of $7.2 billion.' Of the 231,203

~
5.8~ 9.0% Black firms In 1977, 68% were concentrated in
27.1~ 18.8% selected services and retail trade, with 61% of

D'omeslIc Dillnerl the gross receipts.
T8ble W'1II88 31.3~ 33.~=:: Although there was an increase of 43,601 firms

and $3.1 billion In gross receipts between 1972
Wll1e$ 18.9% and 1977, the statistics decry any substantial
M~& growth In the corporate or even In the partner-

~~
10." ship sector of Black business enterprise.
12.3'fo



mark, a 17.5 percent increase from $1.053
billion in 1978 to $1.22 billion in 1979.

Rounding out the first five, Motown Industries
of Hollywood, California was still ranked
number one in 1979, with gross receipts of
$64.8 million. The number two spot was
retained by Chicago-based Johnson
Publishing Co., with gross receipts of $61
million. Fedco Foods of Bronx, New York, a
supermarket grocer chain, remained in the
third slot with gross receipts of $45 million. H.J.
Russetl Construction Co. of Atlanta, Georgia
moved up to fourth place with receipts of $41
million. Johnson Products Co. of Chicago,
manufacturers of cosmetics and hair care
products, was in fifth position with gross
f'8C81¢8 Of $35.4 million.

NewYork City moved up to fourth position with
assetsof $57.9 million. United National Bank of
Washington, D.C. slipped to fifth position with
assetsof $56.2 million.

In 1979, the 41 Black savings and loan asso-
ciations increased their savings capital from
$644.5 million to $710.4 million. Assets
between1978 and 1979 increased 10.1 percent
from $759.6 million to $836.3 million.

Family Savings & Loan of Los Angeles
continued in number one position with assets
of $88.5 million, followed by Carver Federal
Savings & Loan of New York City with $83
million. Illinois/Service FederalSavings& Loan
of Chicago retained its third position with $80.7
million. Fourth-ranked Broadway Federal
Savings & Loan of Los Angeies had assets of
$59.7 million, and Independence Federal
Savings & Loan of Washington, D.C. was fifth
with assetsof $57.1 million.
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POLITICS

The number of Black elected officials in 1979
totaled 4,607, which was less than one percent
of the 490,265 elected officials in the nation.
The 1979 edition olthe National Roster of Black
Elected Officials, published by the Joint Center
for Political Studies, also showed that there has
been a yearly percentage decline of BEO's
from 17 percent in 1975 to 2 percent in 1979.

In April of 1980, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled
that at-large elections did not violate the United
States constitution. Dr. Eddie Williams,
president of the Joint Center for Political
Studies, made a comprehensive commentary
on the Supreme Court decision in FOCUS.
May, 1980, JCPS' monthly newsletter.' He said,
in part, "The drive by Blacks and other
minorities to increase their numbers in local
elective offices has clearly suffered a set back,
even if not a fatal one, by the U.S. Supreme
Court's April 22 decision in the City of Moblla
at aI, v. Bolden at el."

Also In this issue, U.S. Supreme Court Justice
ThurgOOd Marshall gave a brllliant dissent on
this shattenng decision.



Charles C. Diggs, Jr. The only Black republican
U.S. Representative, Melvin Evans of the Virgin
Islands, was defeated by a non-Black democrat
in the November elections. Mervyn M. Dymally,
former Lieutenant Governor of California, won
a California congressional seat and Augustus
A. Savage, a Chicago newspaper pubhsher,
was elected U.S. Representative from Illinois,
which brought the total number to 18 Black
U.S. Representatives.

Black elected officials at the state level
increased from 299 in 1978 to 313 in 1979. This
Increase, however, was due to 13 legislators
added to the Roster for the first time from the
Virgin Islands. Black county elected officials
dropped slightly from 410 in 1978 to 398 in
1979.

The largest segment of Black elected officials
In 1979 W8$ 2,224 municipal officials compared
to 2,l59 1ft 1978. The number of Black elected
ma)!Ol'i Increased from 170 to 175 between
1978 8nd 1979, BllIck ellleted officials on the
~~ 18l/llI1nc;reasedfrom 1,136 In 1978
to j~ In ~91& wtllch was 25 percent of all

Birmingham, Detroit, Gary, Los Angeles,
Newark, Oakland, Richmond and the District of
Columbia, have performed in an exemplary
and proficient manner and raised the hopes
and desires of all races and creeds of their
constituencies.

NATIONAL ROSTER BLACK ELECTED OFFICIALS
Asof July, 1979

FEDERAL
Senators ...............................•.•. 0
Representatives 17'

STATE
Administrators 5
Directors, Slate Agencies 1
Senators .............•.................... 70
Representatives 237

RECIONAL
Directors, Regional Bodies 1
Members, Sub-State
Regional Bodies •.... , .•.......••.•••....• 24



EDUCATION
Members, State Education
Agencies 13

Members, College and
University Boards 38

Members, Local School
Boards 1,085

Other Education Officials 8

Grand Total, Local Elected
Off"1 fJIicra s as 0 u y, 1979 4,607

'In the 1981 Congress there will be 18 Black U.S.
Representatives.

BlACK MEMBERS OF THE U.S. HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES

AS OF JAlJUARY. 1981

BLACKS IN THE ARMED FORCES

Recent statistics show that there were more
than 2.000.000 men and women on active duty
with the Army. Navy. Marine Corps and the Air
Force, Of this number. as of September. 1979.
there were 394,429 Black officers and enlisted
men. which represented 20 percent of the total;
and 35,463 Black female officers and enlisted
women. or 2 percent of the total, This would
total 429.892 Black officers and enlisted men
and women In the four branches of the active
armed services.



-
Blacks and other minorities tend to favor the
volunteer concept since it opens up
opportunities for employment and the
development of technical skills. These factors
gain in importance especially because of the
very high unemployment rate in the private
sector for teenagers and young adults.

There are more Black Generals and Admirals
in the Armed Forces than ever before. Several
are now scheduled to become Generals in the
nll,llr future. For example, thare ar~ 23 Generals
'Iii ttleArmy, 7~re in the Air Force. 4 Admirals in
~ !!IJ!i'iY 'lind a Btlgadler General ln the U.S.
~CQrPll.



EIIIIlId t1y,..:

Sgt. Major
~er Sgt. or 1st Sgt.
Sgt. 1st Class or Platoon Sgt.
Staff Sgt. or SpeciaUst 6th C1.
Sgt. or Specialist 5th C1.
Corporal or Specialist 4th C1.
Pvt. 1st CI.
PrivatelE2
PrivatelE1

T-otal Enlisted: 211,553
Total In 5erVlce: 218.154

ARMY
709

3.022
11.453
16.428
32.685
56.744
41.210
18.961
30.341

All FORCE
393

1.020
4.425
7.869
n,741
17.829
13.653
4.851
5.078



EIIIIlIlI" ... :
Sgt. Major
Master Sgt. or 1st Sgt.
Sgt. 1st Class or Platoon 5ot.
Staff Sgt. or Specialist 6th CI.
Sgt. or Speclal~ 5th C1.
Corporal or Specialist4th C1.
Pvt. tst Ct.
Prl¥'~
PrlvatelE1

TotalEnli$led' 21,344_In Servk»: Z2;153

AIIMY
5
15
99
532

3.568
5,487
4,414
3,513
3,711

JEFFRIES AND ASSOCIATES

Jeffries & ASSOCiates,experienced In the fields
of marketing, advertising, promotion and
public relations, is uniquely qualified to advise
corporate America governmental Industrial
and educational Institutions In developing the
more than $125.8 billion Black consumer
market.

LeRoy W. Jeffries. a merketlng and advertlllng
semor vice president of EBONY and JET
magazines for 21 years opened his own firm In
Los Angeles In 1971. Jeffries held positions
with the Urban League of Greater New York
the National Urban League; worked es job
analyst for Arma Corporation served aa
consultant to the chairman of the U S Equal
Employment OPOOrtWllly Commla8lon
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Sources of Information
BLACK ENTERPRISE Magazine
Brimmer & Company, Inc.
EBONY Magazine
Joint Center for Political Studies
FOCUS, May, 1980
1979 National Roster of Black Elected Officials
Mediamark Research, Inc.: 1980
Reeder's Digest Almanac and Yearbook 1980
The State of Black America 1980,National
Urban League, Inc.
U.S. Departmentt;lfCommerce - The,8ureBlJ
ot the Cen8US
U.S. Department of Defense
~.s.Department of Labor


