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3386 30th St., San Diego, CA 22704
. 295-5800 =

October 1, 1971

. San Diego County Board of Supervisors
1600 Pacific Highway '
San Diego, California 92101

_Dear Board Members:

CURE strongly supports redrawing supervisorial districts in such a
way as to enhance the voting power of thé minority community rather
than fragmenting 1t.  For San Diego today this means that as a
minimum, the area known as Southeadt San Diego must be inciuded in a
single supervisorial district. ' > ‘

-CURE first stated this position in February 1971 in'Los Angeles in
an appearance before the Elections and Reapportionment Committee
chaired by Senator Dymally. Our position has mot only not changed,
‘but has been reinforced by subsequent events. Every effort must
be made to in wo way diminish the right and the ability of mino#ity
citizens to express their needs and to influence government -
through exercising their franchise, ¥ ' .

Very truly yours,

et

Mr. C, S. Swfft _
Citizens United for Racial Equality
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San Diego County Board of Supervisors
1600 Pacific Highway
San Diego, CA 92101

Dear Board Members:

CURE strongly supports redrawing supervisorial districts in such a
way as to enhance the voting power of the minority community rather
than fragmenting it. For San Diego today this means that as a
minimum, ‘the area known as Southeast San Diego must be intluded in a
single supervisur1aT district.

CURE first stated th1a position in February 1971 in Los Angeles .in
an appearance before the Elections and Reapportionment: Committee
chaired by Senator Dymally. Our poisition has not only not: changed,
but has been reinforced by subsequent events, Every effort must
be mkade to' in no way diminish the right and the ability of minority
citizens to express their needs and to influence government
through exercising their franchise,

Very truly yours,

Mr, C, S, Swift - !
Citizens United for Racfa] EUUu1ity
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[REAPPORTIONMENT HEARING ‘ . e
. | Mexican-Americans Decry ~ = -« L

' Representation Failures
| The first hearing on reaps,  *The community today knows !N EAST L.f\.

partionment of Congress and (he|you have the tools and resources
Siate Legislature this year open-|to find us if you really want to,”
ed ihis. morning in East Los he said. !

" Angeles with Meglean-American| .. commitiee chairman, Sen.
spkermen charging they |ml-'c.M{.,wy“ M, Dymally, Los Ange-
theen denied thelr fair share of o Bemoerat. opened the hear-|
FeHTSeRiatv o ing by declaring that the concern|
Mo Sennte  Committee  onlgf Callfornin’s 2.5 million. Mexi-|
Elecrions and Reapportionment gan-Americuns over being RF-‘FJ [

. convened at East Los Angeles rymandered out of represen- about improving Mexican-ling’s hearing was Norwa 1k
Collere, ||4|[|:||1|_; Jusitified, American representation had|Cotncilman  Rudy Valdez who
Herman Sillas, chairman of| ie termed the Me x ican- been made by the legislativejoined with Roybal in pointing to

Reapporfionment |
Hearing Conducied; '

{Continued from Page 1) Also appearing at this morn-

I ———ee

{he California  Advisory  Com-
niittes to the U.S. Civil Rights
Commission, graphictally

Amerlcans the stale’s “maost| Commitiees studying reap
clearly unrepresented” racial or| portionment following -the 1860

ethnie group and said his com-| CEnSus.

demonstrated the situation of mities would attempt to change|
the Mexican-Americans in_ the! (ot Inog-standing situtition.
current political process through y A
iee of o “pumpkin pie* nnalogy.
Sillas cut a plece of a pompkin

pie he had brought with him .
which he sald represenied (he Sen, Dymally’s sentiments,

method by which the hlnican-',: Congressman Ed  Roybal of
American vote was sphil. unjh" Angeles, the only Mexican-
then eovered ihe pie slice with| American of Calilornias 33
whipped cream  lopping nm-iftr resenialives and  iwo
pletcly obliterating i, a8 an ¥ennlors, moled a mistrust of
analopy to the way the Mexican-| legislalive intention which ap-
Amierican vote was covered up| Peared likely to become a com-
by the white vote through ger. ™on (heme among Mexican-
rymandering. | American community represen-
Showing the concoction to the| talives scheduled to appear at
commiittee members, Sillas said| the bearing.
*1 dely anybody to find a Mex-| He said the same- promises

Assmmmblyman Henry Waxmam,
wiio chiairs the Assembly’s reap-

ican-American in that mess."

Recenit  statements by the]  (Continued on Page A-2)

committes that difficultias In™ -
ohtaining relinble flgures on . | ,
Mexican-American.  population’ ) i g .
were  complicating  their  job ' f
were dismissed by Sillus, " ! r,:' b
. LOTE ST 5 I
{ . ; g ‘: .! : J
eluwadal rl G f i 1 » -
J 1

I"i.'

‘Those promises had resdlted
in no real chaoge, he noted.

M the situation is not cor-
rected during this session of the
Legislature, Roybal said, Mex-

portionment commitice echoed §ean-Americans will become

ever more disenchanted with the

the disenchantment of the Mex-
ican<American community with
the political process,

This “almost complete
palitical emasculation” through
gerrymandering bad led o a
“whole and an uviudersiandable
distrust™ of the political system,
Valdez said.

political system as it exists,

That dissatisfaction could lead)
to the community choosing (0|

boycott the Democralic party (0
which they had formerly given
their allegiance, the Democratic
congressman noied,

PP,

Speakers this morning ook
pote of statements by Siate Sen.
H. L. Richardson and Dymally

Mexican-Americans Tace tough
siedding in the Legisiature,

They challenged the com-
miltee members to make their
influence result in some mean-
inglul change in disiricting of
Mexican-American areas.

The Dymally and Waxman

.

commitiees will prepare recom-

|mendations on reapportionment

of their respective houses of (he
legislature  for action on

* 'redistricting during the current

session,

Redistricling occurs every 10
years following recelpt of new
population figures made
lavallable through the decennial
UL, census,

that setting up of districts for|






I sought to “soot!
‘fled feathers"
who would have bicen forced

Pr"i

Eighty-one of the 120 state
leg'lsla!‘.nrs could retire in-
stead -of rynning for re
election next year — if their

districts are altered through
reapportionment — and
eligible for pension hmguse: .

totaling $6.6 million,
_An article in the current
issue of California Journal, a

‘magazive develed to state
‘government, notes that such
"bonuses would result from a

law pushed through in 1965.
the ruf-
of legislators

TIIE SACRAMENTO IIEE Salurdaj, Fehma.r_', 8, 1971

""“*u joniment Pocsmhw ol So!ons Cf‘"

Page A3

~ Draw Pensions Of $4.5 Million

fo run againet colleagues in
1966 In districts ° shifted
around because of the reap-
portlonment ordered under
the Supreme Courl's “one
man, une vote™ ruling.

Usual Procedure
Normally, a legislator can-
not slart drawing a pension
tntll he has served at least
Iﬁﬁeun or reached age 60.
pensions are available
only after serving-at least 20
}eari ot reaching 80, °°
Bul, the Journal says, the
1065 law permits them to re-

tire and start drawing pen-

for a 58,004 a ¥ear pension
wJdlue him because of his 16

sichs after smmg only f.otrr
years if their disirict's
boundaries are altered eveh
slightly by reapportionment.
Most — or possibly all —
districts will be altered this
year - through reapportion-
ment based on the 1970 cen-
SUS,

So the 81 eligi
the specizl reapportionment
pension plan can either re-
tire next year and start col-
lecting their pensions, or
run for reelection with no
fegr ‘of forfeiting generous
pension payments, even if

ble under

- Rk
whose districls are reappor-
tioned, - However, the new

they lose.

This would permit them to
collect $6.6 million more,
than if they had to wail until
serving at Teast 15 years or
reaching the age of 80,

Noted Dy Unrub
Last  December,  Jess
Unruh, the defeated Demo-
cratic nominee for govepnor,

took note of the special plan.
in an inferview and econ- .

tended that it will muke for

more honest eampaigns next

year hi thoée who fear for

their chanees of re-election.
Unruh — who has applied
! , C -

Mgium_{nr: contribute 4

years in the Asscmbly —
said the fact 1hat legislators
will not face loss of their
pensions, even if they lose
an ecleclion, will make the
rnndidn'lmi less  dependemt
upon lobbyists for campaign
contributions.

In 1969 Sen. James R.
Mille, D-San Dicgo County,
now president pro {em of
{he Senate, authored a law
1o stop the gendrous refires
ment I.N::a_t-ﬁlsl for those

law affects only those 1aking
office in 1969 or later, the ar-
ticle Mﬁ. n

State Pays Most

The lcglslalm: pension
plan cost the siate taxpayers
S600,000 last vear, sineg leg-
islators contribute less than
10 per cent of the cost of the
pensions. In eontrast, the ar-
ticle continues, the pension
plan for Civil Service siate
employes requires the cm-
ploves to contribute sbout 30
per cent of the cosl.

L

per cent of the salaries inlo
the plan. Eventually, they
can recelve up lo two-thirds
of their salaries — which
now are $19,200 a yoar, —
plus cost-af-living raises.

Could Netire

Under the pension terms
oullined in the article, Sen.
Randolph Colller of Siskivou
County, dean of the legisla-
ture who has served since
1678 could retire on a 815,
006 pension. Assemblyman
Vincent Thomas of Los An-

— = »
- : ok i o *‘n
i \" i II u!

i
geles Cui=sF ’zhﬁ- of ‘the
Assembly -.-2 52 years of
service, o2l rel .re (31
814,062 8 352

.im:-rd:* ts the a.rhnlt.
nine otter As:emblyman
+md 12 oitar senelors could -
relire wils __:-*"='Jl'..5 of more

than Sm.ﬂf."! = vear. Thirty
slale Jegislztors — 13 sssem-
bh‘mtn ard 13 =enators —
cither retired or were de-
feated in bids for re-clection
in the 1866 shakeup, it adds,
and benefited from the spe-
cial reapportionment bonus
plan
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Sen. Dymally Testifies At Hearing
Gee Photo

By John Berthlesén

' Slale Sen. Mervyn Dymally told a
committee on civil rights today that
there is little chance of creating seals
for Americans -of Mexican descent in
the state Legislature.

For one thing, said the new Senate

- Reapportipnment Committee chair-
man, there s no way to reapportion

‘areas which contaln large numbers of
Americans’ of Mexican heritage so
that they could gain such representa-

thon,
- Dymally was speaking to the Cali-
= Jornig_Advisory Commitiee to the US

Lommission on Civil Rights, He said
Americans of Mexiean ancestry are
being ignored In their quest for politi-
/ cal power.

Every major ethnic group-in the
United States was asked 1o state its
national origin on the 1670 US Census
— gXcept for Americans’ of Mexican
descent, Dymally sald.

He added that while every person

r%?’






el

in the United States was asked if he is
“White, Negro or black, Japanese,
Chinese, Filipino, Hawailan, Korean,
Indian or other,” only 5'per cent of
the population was asked if Wey are
of Spanish surname descent.

“In my statistical naivete, 1 ques
tion whether & 5 per cent sample is

. sufficient for me to ascerfain any-
_thing with certainty,” Dymally said.

The conference held in the Capitol,
was called to attempt to deal with the
fact that Americans of Mexican back-
ground — who compose nearly 12 per
cent of California's population —
hold less than 2 per cent of the state’s
key elective and appointive jobs and
even with reapportionment are -not
likely to make any gains sogn.

A report titled “Participation of
Mexican-Americans in California Gov-
ernment” that was released Tuesday
showed that none of the top 40 posts
in the state is held by ﬁ!\?ﬁﬂl‘.‘m of
Mexican descent, Ay

&
-

F

Also, while in Los Angeles County
only 3 per cen! of the lop city and
county officiale are Americans of
Mexican background, that ethnic
group makes up 13 per cenl of the
popuiation.

Charges were made this morning
by two professors at California Stute
Coliege at Los Angeles who are of
Mexican descent — Dr. David Lo

Lee and Proi. Henry Pacheco — that I

gerrymandering has deprived their
people of rightful political power.

“We have 16 per cent of the total .
‘population of this state,” Lopez Lee -

told the committee. “Legally, we
_ should have 16 per cent of the repre-
sentation.” ;

He added that six Assembly seats
could be created for Chicanos in Los
Angeles County, based on the ratio of
one assemblyman per 25,000 persons.

There are now roughly 114 million

Discussing Dymally's remarks on -
the census, he added:

““One has the impression the (ex-
ceplion of Americans of Mexican heri-
tage) from the census was inten-
tional.  The Mexican-American was
lefL out, ﬂ:ﬂ he is the second la-gest
minority In the United States.”

Jl"

Americans of Mexican ancestry in Los 7

Angeles Couty, he said.
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Mexican-Americans’ Campaign
for Leaislative Power Begins |

"y "
. . -
. ! .

Chicano and Anglo Political Activists Join Forces to Gain
Representation in Elective Offices Through Redistricting

L 2 T

A new drive to persuade the Le-
giglature to increase the representa-
tion of California’s largest ethnig

iminority — Mexican-Americans, -+

wag anpounced Wednesday:

*The takenism of the past will no
longer be tolerated.® sald Eleanor
Wamner, executive secretary.of Cali-
fornians for Liberal Representation,

She was one of several political nes
tivists — Chizane amd Anglo — who

Holil a news eonference of the

plans for Mexican-Americans (o get
# bigger slice of the pie when the Le-
gislature draws new State Senate,
Assembly and congressional dis-
tricts in “this year's reappostion-
ment, '
Reflers to Redistricling
The appeals will be made at hear-
ings of the LS. Commission un Civil
Rights Thursday and Friday in Sa-
cramento_and at the meeting, of the
Demozratic: State €entral (Conimiil
tes [n the capital during the week-
enl, >
Referring to the Demograticaoon-
trolled Lezislature's fallure to ereate
tlistricts with substantial Chicano
popuilation in the 1961 reapportion-

ment, Richard Calderon, who ran
and lost in & Congressional race last

\vear, said: *The Establishment, the

Democratic Party, is doing a very
good job of radicalizing our commu-

inity.”

This vear, the Legislyiure is again
uniler Democratic control and Cal-
deron and others at the preka confer-
ence pointed out that the Mexican=

DT s S

Americgn vote is predominantly De.

mocratic, h
Calderon released figures showing f '
the Chicano vole in Esst Los An-' .
geles has been split up so that Mexi- | f /L ;
can-Americans are in the minority’ “

in all districts, i

*With the , . . past pattern of for- |
rymandesing, i b very difficult to
achisve a base {or reprasontation st ‘ d
any Jevel® he scid, . ' by -

The Calilorniyns for Tiberal Re- .
presentation put It this way: "The\!'
+new census reveals that 15% of our 1 .
California population is composed of
Spanigh-surname residents, And vet
we find only two assemblymen out
of 80, or less than 3%: no state sena-
tors . . . only one congressman out
of 38...° v .= A Politically Touchy Isspe

Dr. David Lopez L'ee. Cal State Los Calderon_acknowledged that the
Angeles professor and, a ‘candidate 155U€ in a politically touchy one he-
for the Community Colleaps Beasd  CAUke Los Angeles is due 1o lose
of Trusters, saids *Glvan thot ropt  three assemblymen in the current
WMagicin- Amfagnd livid§n el -, Feapportionpent.. That is because
we should then have wibgt 12 g | Population is shifting to Orange
semilymen, six senatoes’ and six C“_,;!I;‘:Y and ““3’;" suburhan areas,

Skl & means, he said, Ui
SRR Jhent legjslators willidix:h:;j-ii::t::mpn
create districls to save the johs of
; colleagues—and won't be in a mood
~ QA - ';imnﬂm:’:ﬂm\ﬁng districts to
' In Sacramento, Chairmg .
" © Waxman (D-Los ﬁngrirr;lhﬂll l:;tl: Tl:r::
" sembly Elections and Reapportlon.
Pyt ment Committee, said the *Mexican-
. American Community is one of gey-
eral groups* seeking more represens
tation and all will be given a chance

. o present their views at legislative

‘hearings, Waxman is a member of
{the Californians for Li
sentation, . ey
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Cwu r(:gh s 'Report

J=21-2/

- Show Mexican-Americans
~hold few government jobs

Mexican Americahs, with nearly 12 percent of
Callfornia’s popuflation, hold less than two percent of
the state’s key elective and appointive jobs, a specidl
stafl feport to the Upited Stales Commission on Civil

Richts revealed recently.
The report, titled "Participa-
pation of Mexican Americans in
Califnrnia Government,” show-
ed that none of the top 40 posis
in_the state are held by Mexi-
can Americans, and that in Los
Angeles County only 3 percent
of the top eity amd eounty of-
ficials are Mexican Americnns,
Los Angeles County has 13 per-
cent Mexican Ameriean popu-
lation. 1
OPEN MEETING

The stalistics were released
by the Commisslon's Western
Fileld Office here in Lot Angel-
es! A full report will be presen-
ted during a two-day open
meeting of the agency's State
Advisory Committee in Saera-
mento on Thursday and Fri-
day, Jan. 21-21

Using the 1970 Califgrnia T | povornment officials are Fresno|

ter of federal, siale, county
and city officials, fasued by the
Secretary of State of California,
the report shows that of the
state’s 15,6850 major elected and
appointed officials at all levels
of government, only 310 (1.598
percent- are Mexiean American,

The majority of these—241—

" are officials in clly or county

offices. The remnining B0 hold
federal or state offices in Cnl-

*_ifornim, representing  only 1.2
spercent o the offielals In soch

positiona,
KEY AREAS

In: several key Hl;‘l'r'-!. inchnl-
ing the foxter llsiing of the
state’s 4D top oiflces'y there

all.

The roster shows 132 judicind
positions at the siate level, in-
cluding seven supreme courl
justices, the juticial counecil, the

administrative offics * of  the

omirts, the commission on -

state court of appeals. The re-|
port. comments: “No Mexiean
Americans hold a high office In
this state judiciary framework.”

The mster ligts I8 . sfvisors
in the governor's office and 31
i the offices of the secretary
of state, treasurer and superin-
tendent of public: Instruction,
none of whom, the report states
are Mexicnn American, )
FOPULATION |

The report cstimates that
more than 90 percent of thl
stnfe’s Mexican American pop-'
ulation reside in 18 of Califor-
nia's 58 crunties.

Of thess, the counties with
the highest percentage of Mex-
ican, American city amnd county

and Imperial, each with m'

{Fresno's Spanish-sur-]
named school population s 29
percent! Imperial's is 45 per-
cent,

Counties with high Mexican
American population but with
the least numhber of Mexlcin
Amerienn  officinls. mre  Korn
(dne out of 1811, Monlorey
ithree out of 205), Sa nlon-
quin { none out af T5), Culusa
inone out of 32, Madera (none
out of 601, and Yolo (one out of

diclal qualifications nnd  the -

B0,

are no Mexicnn Amerleans nl

ﬁb‘
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Lafin Leader
Raps Reagan,
Ex-Gov. Brown

Says Both Failed to Live
Up to Promises to Appoint

More Mexican-Americans |
S A T et

BY JERRY GILLAM |
Times Sl Writer %;4 |

SACRAMENTO—A Loe" Afigeles)
Mexican-American leader Thursday
criticizedd Gov. Reagan and former,

i il -

Gov, Edmund G. Brown for failing .

io live up to campaign promises tn..'
appoint more Mexican-Americans to
top state jobs, {

In testimony before an advisory’ *

eommitteg to the U.5: Commission
on Civil Rights, Dr. Francisco Bra-|
vo, a former Reagan appointee to
the State Board of Agriculture, said’
Mexican-Americans "did a lot for,
the present Administration® in the;
1066 and 1970 elections *but they |
ithe Administration) just haven't;
vome across” with enough high-level
appointments, i
Az for Rrown, Bravo said Brown
told him he was not an "employment
agoncy.” -
Brave was appointed to the Board]
of Agriculiure by Reagan in 1967 [
a term that expired last Friday. The,
only Mexican-American member, he
hee heen replaced by Warren Hi!

©_ Former Police Copunlssioner ']
' Bravo, a former Los Angeles police
commissioner, told the ejvil rights
fpanel he strongly feels that a Mexi-
can-American should serve on thix

" board because of the farm Iabaor,

problem.

. = Becretary of State Edmund ﬂt

Brown Jr., son of the former Rover-|
nor, testified election ballot material i
should be printed In Spanish in hea-
vily populatéd Mexican-American
areas, and bilingual voter registrars.
also should be providet, ‘
. In earlier teslimany, the chairman
of the Senate Elections Commilioe
#ald there is no way lo Buatanies
there will be a Mexican-Ameriean |
senator representing Los Angeles

« County after the 1971 reapportion-

ment. |
Sen. Mervyn M. Dymally (D-Los
Angeles) gaid he wished II‘.JI;L'LH bye

; _dnne. but it ean not. |

Iy said no additions will be:
to the county's 14 senatorial
‘districts, based on 1970 federd] de-
cennial census population figures.

A seat for the Mexican-American|
communily would have to displace a
‘eurrept incumbent,” he sald. *My!
paint is that no current Benate fn-
cumbent can realistically he l.'xpﬂrl-l
ed-lo willingly offer up hiw seat. to

Frock of Fl Centro, a grower-ship- i

gy : the Mexican-Ametican commiunity, '

: ; “And most. obviously, while’ they
“~ [TLegislature can determine district
lines, the demoeratie process pre-

- cludes dictating who must be elects]
= *%., ed within a particular district.® Ed1

ﬂ’j ) .

vkl -
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Says Information Is Lacking ||
Dyvmally alen gaid thalt when the
firet cenesus information is releaseds
next month, it will not locate Mexi-i
can-American  population kets,
Not until the so-called fourth count,!
tn be releaged sometime  toward!
the end of thig vear or early in 1872,
will this kind of detailed informa-i .
tinn beé available, he said. :
Dymally said his committee staff is |
trying to obtain valld figures from ° |
other eources regarding Mexican-! °
Amerleans in Los Angeles County.
and a hearing will be held there
ghortly to discuss the problem.
Reapportionment, accomplished
every 10 years following the federal,
consis, is the redrawing of congres-|
gional and legislative district lines to!
ireflect population ehanges, ]
It Is important politically bes
cause the party in power can draw!
'the lines to possibly maintain voling! '
eantrol of the Senate, Assembly and
Congress untll the next censug, -
The really blg population gains In!
the last 10 vears, Dymally said, have'
come in places like Ovange County,'
Ventura, San Dieg and the suburbs:
of the Santa Clara Valley—not urban’

Please Turn te Page 26, c-l. i
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Continued from Third Page
areas where many Mexi-

o can-Americans live.

e

L

v L. Richardson

The state's Mexican-

* American population is es-
timated at 25 million, or
127 of the tolal. , !

At present there are lwo
Mexican-American assem-
blymen out of G0—Alex
P, Garcia (D-Loz An-

* geles) and Peter Chacon
{D-8an Diego) — and no!
Mexican - American genas|
tors out of 40, Los Angeles
County has one Mexicans |
A merican congressman,
Hdward R, HRoybal, a De-;
mocrat, out of 15 congres-|
sional districts.

Two Cal State Los J'tn-1
geles professors, David Lo
pez Lee and Henry Pache-!
en, told the commitice Los

! Angeles  County should |
have three Mexican-Amer-|
ican congressmen, threa
genators and six assembly- |

| men, based on population, |

Another witness, Sen. H. |

(R-Arca- |

¢ dia), Republican ecayecus

L]

chairman, sald Mexicans
Americans are not fairly
, stepresented In the Legisla-
| ture or Congress "hecause |
the¥ have literally put all’
their ege= in one basket.” |

i "They have joined the
Democratic Parfy," he’

gaid, *and have Tor years
been syslematically taken

*- advantage of, much in the

same manner as olhar min.
orities,

*They have lost thelr,
leverage. The Mexican-
American Is a hip-pocket
vote.*
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Bias At Polls Is Charged

Andreas Tovar, a young
. graduate student at Sacra-
' mento State College, said in
an  impassioned bilingual
speech today that Americans
of Mexican descent are dis-
criminated against in" the
polling booth.

Tovar, former head of a
Poverty War program at
Mendota, Fresno County,
told the State Advisory Com-
mittee_fo_the US Commis-
sion on Civil ﬂight: that atti-
tudes of polling place work-
ers often keep Mexican-
Americans from voting,

He also described his at-

templs to register those who .
| live in the barrios where he

worked:

“Most told me they
wanted to join the party of
the Kennedys,” he said. *“But
others asked me the differ-
ences between the two
ties. But I found it hard to
tell them the difference.”

The reason, he said, is that
neither political party in Cal-
ifornia cares about the Chi-
cano,

Tovar's testimony came as
the committee Thearings
rolled into their second day.

Yesterday, freshman Assem-
blyman Peter Chacon told

| thg group that the doctrine
{of one man, one vote does

not go far enough.
What is needed, he said, is

“ethnic parity” — a reappor-
| lionment that would guaran-

teg  Mexican-Americans a
fair chance of electing. offi-
cials of their own ethnic
background. _

Reapportionment became
the overriding issue in wyes-
terday's sessipn, Testimony
algo wne given that there isa
lack of ‘sppointive or elective
officials of Mexican descent
in the state.

Although  Mexican-Ameri-
cians make up nearly 12 per
cent of California’s popula-
tion, they hold less than
2 per cent.of the siate's
key elective and appointive
jobs, witnesses testified, and
the situation may not get
much beiter in the near fu-
fure — at least on the elec-
tive front.

Both chairmen of the Sen-
ate and Assembly Reappor-

‘tionment Commillees lesti-

fied population  has not
shifted enough to create any
new districts where Califor-
nians of Mexican descént
will be heavily represented.

And, they flestified, it is
extremely douhi_rul that any
incumbent' legislator  will
step down to allow a Latino
to run for office. *

Both chalrmen — Sen,
Mervyn M. Dymally and As
semblyman Henry Waxman,
Democrats. of Los Angeles
Counly — also revealed a
Iack of statistics on which to
base the reapportionment of
legislative districls,

“It Is difficult to talk in
any great detail about the
coming reapportionment as
it relales to the political par-
ticipation of California's
Mexican-American  cltizens

,because no census informa-

A
ok,

tion about ethnie popula-
tions = their number, loca-
tion, voler registration, or
voter turnout is avallable at
this time,”" Waxman said.
Earlier, Sen. I:fymnlljr had
said all other' minorities had
replied to such information
on the 1970 US ecensus. How-
ever, there was no provision
in the census for Mexican-

Americans to Identify them-

selves as such.

Other officials 1o appear ,

before the committee in-
cluded Republican Sen, H. L,
Richardson of. Los Angeles
County, who scored Demo-
crats, accusing them of Ig-
noring the Chicano popula-
tion:

“Mexican-Americans  have
literally put all their eges in
one - baskel,” Richardson
said. “They have for years
joined the Demoecgalic party

and for years have been sys-.

tematically taken advantage
of, much in the same man-
ner as other minoritids, . . .
The. Mexican-American Is a

« hip-pocket' vole, The ques-

tion is: How many can you

‘turn out for any given elec-

tion?"

The legislature Jiself came
under altack for what were
termed discriminatory hir-
ing practices by Lorenzo Pa-

Jtino of Sacramento, presi-

dent of Concilio, a federally
funded Office of Economic
Oppartunity program, who
noted that of a tolal of 678
emploves working on legisla-
tive stalfs, oy seven are
Mexican-Americans,

—— i ——
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By John Berthlesen "Well, it's belter than
being ignored.”

About 50 Americans of "yl FUCSIL o eaker,
Mexican deseent walked out once called the most powers
on former Assembly Speaker ful man in California legisla-
Jess Unruh late yesterday to tive politics, walked up to the
protest Unruh's role in reap. Podium and gave a remark-
portioning  legislative  dis- ably candld presentation,
tricts in East: Los Angeles  Incumbents will always be
during the last 10 vears, protected in legislative and

Shouting “Viva la Raza," congressional - reapportton-
they walked out of a meeting ment, despite the rise of mil:

1-22~- 7,

5 greater elected representa-
Lommission_on_Civil_Rights tion, he said. '
just before the end of two “No man that I have
days of testimony on the ex- known in my political career
clusion of Americans of Mex- has been rea ¥, willing and
fean ancestry from politics. able 1o lay down his own po-
Unruh, sitting in the audi- litical life for another politi-
ence, walched them go and cian or for l«m of peo-
commented: . ~ ple," he wed, |
P, (]

of the California_State Advi. itant  minorities  seeking

Chitenos WelkOon OF USeHT

Legislative and . congres.
sional districts should be re.
drawn to give all minorities

proper representation rdther '

than on the basis of protect-
ing incumbents, he said.

. “1 think it should be done
differently. But il's the way
it's been done and it's the
way it's going to be done,

“I don't care Il the parly
in power is hlack, or brown,
or green, or yellow or red,"”|
he continued. “They will re-
draw the districts to their
own' atdvantage,

Unruh's role in three re-
apportionments — in 1061,
1965 and 1967 < was what
gol him in trouble with the
Americans of Mexican heri-
tage. But asked by a panel
member what he would da in
the light of rising minority

expectations, Unruh an-
swered: ’

“I'll have to answer you
obliquely. If T were gover
mor, I would do it differ-

_ently, But if I were a legisla-

tor; I would do it the same.” |

Earlier, Stale Senate Dem-
ocratic leader George Mos-
cone conceded under ques-
tioning that the dpper house
had been gerrymandered to
exclude Americans of Mexi-

can background, : 2






l.atins Reported in Only

2% of Key

State Jobs

[ Ttrand  fiR0->

fexlcan - Americans
comprise nearly 12% ol
Californla's ﬁmpuhtinn,
(but hold less than 2% of
the state's key elective
and appointive jobs, it was
noted Tuesday in a special
stafl report to the 1LS
Commlission on Civil
Rlghts

The full report will be
{delivered Thursday and
Friday duking a meeting
in Sacramenio of the com-
‘mission's slate advisory
committes,

The report, *Participa-

tiom of Mexican - Ameris.

cans In California Govern-

of the 4{1 top stale posts
are held by Mexican-
Americans.’ .

Los Angeles County has
a 13% Mexican-American
fpapulation, but only 3% of
‘the top city and county of-
ficials here are from ‘that
group, the repert gaid,

Attorney Herman Sillas, |
chairman of the advisory
committee, eaid the Sa-
cramento meeting will
hear from eight slate legis-
lators and more than 30
other ‘withesses detailing
political nonparticipation
of the Mexicah-American
in California, :

mment,” disclosed that none

-

_Sillas said, *“We ;!Ill_y:

hearing allegations on de-
nial of voling rights, on
the Mexican - American's
exclusion from effettive)
participation in otr major
political parties, on elec
tion eode inequities and on|
gerrymandering tactics'

and other political devices)

which have daprived Mex-| ]

dcan-Americans of politi-]
cal representation at the|
city, county, state and fe.|
deral lavels,". . ¢ I







UNITED STATES COMMISSION ON CIVIL RIGHTS

Washington, D. C. 20425

March 8, 1971

Mr. Shuf Swift

Citizens United for Racial Equality
520 E Street

Room 502

San Diego, Californmia 92101

Dear &é’

I would like to express to you the appreciation of the Commission
staff and the California State Advisory Committee for CURE's co-
operation in the follow-up program to the report on political
participation of Mexican-Americans in California. The accomplish-
ment of identifying invitees, sending letters, and arranging a
site for the February 28 meeting was quite remarkable, especially
in view of the time frame with which you had to work.

In spite of the long discussion regarding "divisiveness," I believe
the meeting was productive, if only in the sense that community
groups began to talk with each other regarding this issue. I hope
this will result in an examination of the local situation with
appropriate action, along with support on the State-wide issue. On
the latter, I am surée Charlie Ericksen will be in touch with you
regarding the efforts of the Los Angeles group (as he will regarding
expenses for the meeting site).

Again, many thanks to you and CURE.
Sincerely,

Casol__

CAROL B. KUMMERFELD
Director
Technical Assistance Division






3386 30th St., San Diego, 92104
May 26, 1971

Coalition for Fair Reapportionment in '71
2351 W. 3rd Strest
Los Angeles, Californfa 20057

Gentlemen.

CURE's annual Tuncheon will be next Thursday June 3rd. We expect
up to 200 persons to attend this meeting. There may be & variety
of San Diego community leaders from man_v organizations along with
CURE members in attandance.

This could provide an avenue for distribution of Zﬂﬂ to SGD copies of
your flier entitled "Reapportionment 1971". If you would send us
this many copies by June 2nd, we would be htppy to make them nnﬂ-
able for those present at this meeting.

Thank you,

-

Mrs. Dorothy Lloyd
Executive Secretary







WHAT WILL THE 1971 REAPPORTIONMENT DO FOR THE MEXICAN AMERICAN?

SENATOR H. L. RICHARDSON (R), Chairman, Senate Republican Caucus:
"I predict that after reapportionment this time the Mexican American will
be little better off than he is right now. As long as he puts all of his
eggs in one basket, he shouldn't be surprised when they get crushed..."

SENATOR MERVYN DYMALLY (D), Chairman, Senate Elections & Reapportion-
ment Committee: "The fair and just thing regarding reapportionment of the
State Senate is to see that the Mexican American communities within Cali-
fornia have an opportunity to be represented. Unfortunately, however,
neither commitments which I nor the Democratic Party nor the State Senate
may make and intend to fulfill will guarantee Mexican American representa-
tion in the State Senate...There are now 20 million people within our State.
S0 each of the 40 State Senate Districts will contain approximately one
half a million people. Los Angeles County, which is slightly under seven
million people, will retain its 14 seats. No gain...A seat for the Mexican
American community would have to displace a current incumbent...No current
Senate incumbent can realistically be expected to willingly offer up his
Senate seat to the Mexican American community, This is part of our problem."

SENATOR DENNIS CARPENTER (R), then Chairman, Republican State Central
Committee: "Those district lines which nmow exist and have not produced what
I would call a fair number of Spanish surnames and Mexican American legisla-
tors in the State of California are the districts that were established by
the Democratic Party...Unfortunately, we might look forward to the same

circumstances this year..."

ASSEMBLYMAN HENRY WAXMAN (D), Chairman, Assembly Elections & Reappor-
tionment Committee:

Question by Civil Rights Advisory Committee Chairman Herman Sillas:
"Would you state what your position would be if you were to come to the
conclusion that giving additbnal or increased representation to the Mexi-
can Americans would, in fact, mean the removal of one incumbent? Would
you now be able to state your position on that, whether you would feel
the consideration of increasing Mexican American representation outweighs
the removal of an incumbent Democrat?"

Mr, Waxman: "The only response I can give to that is that it is a
speculative question and I would not venture to answer it at this time."

Chairman Sillas: "Is it your goal at this time to increase the re-
presentation of the Mexican American in the Assembly?"

Mr. Waxman: "I don't think that is a very fair question to ask of
me, other than it has already been asked and answered a number of times

in the testimony today."
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JESS UNRUH, former Assembly Speaker: "Reapportionments are designed
by incumbents for incumbents and as a service of incumbents. 1 have gone
through three reapportionments...In no case have 1 seen anything except
the actions of the legislature to protect the members of the legislature
and to favor the party in power. In 1961, pursuant to a direct request,

I think the principle thing that motivated the legislature in reappor-
tionment after that all-important principle of protecting incumbents was
to give the then new Democratic President, John Kennedy, a working majo-
rity in the Congressional delegation of California as was possible, as
big a one as was possible. We did that.

In 1965, it was totally and completely for the protection of incum-
bents. In 1967, it was to protect the incumbent Congressmen, I would
suggest that is what would govern this reapportionment at both the Assembly,
the Senate and the Congressional level. This is the way it is done. If you
have a way of figuring out how to do it differently, I think it should be
done differently and I am totally willing to support that myself. 1 take
it that is the way it has been done and that is the way it will be done.
It will not matter much who is in there, whether they are Black, White,
Brown, Yellow, Green, Red, Democrat or Republican. They will first of all
make a deal to protect themselves.

Secondly, they will attempt to give their party whatever advantage
there is.

Thirdly, they will look after other groups who manage to get the most
pressure on them after that."

#*.-.All of the above were statements directed to the California State
Advisory Committee of the United States Commission on Civil Rights during
its January 21-22 public open meeting in Sacramento on "Political Partici-
pation of Mexican Americans."






WHAT'S AT STAKE?

SENATOR MERVYN DYMALLY: "I witnessed from the streets both the Watts
unrest in 1965 and the gun battles between members of the Los Angeles Police
Department and the Black Panthers in 1969, and I know that if people feel
that their voices are not represented within the legislative halls, then
they are forced to represent themselves in outcry and outrage in the streets."
--Statement to the State Advisory Committee, U. 5. Commission on Civil Rights,

January 22, 1971.

ESTEBAN TORRES, Director, Congress of Mexican American Unity: "The
trouble was caused by uncontrollable young people who've just given up on
working within the system."--Statement quoted in the February 3, Los Angeles
Times, following East Los Angeles' fifth major disturbance in recent months-
-riots which left several dead and wounded and caused 51.4 million in pro-

perty damage.

SHERIFF PETER J. PITCHESS, Los Angeles County: "This violence was
caused not by outsiders, but by those who live in the community."--State-

ment quoted in the same February 3, Los Angeles Times article.

GEORGE NICHOLOW, vice-president, CBS Radio: "Too many politicians say
they care about the Mexican Americans when in fact, they don't. KNX has
learned that the plan is to re-district the State in a way that will give
the Mexicans only one or two seats in Sacramento. If this is true, it is
disgusting hypocrisy on the part of the Democratic Party. It should be
repudiated by every concerned citizen in this state. KNX believes that if
you are a registered Democrat you should tell your party leaders how you
feel about this. Those who make peaceful change impossible, make wviolent
revolution inevitable."--Excerpt from editorial broadcast six times over

KNX-AM and KNX-FM on February 8.

MARIO OBLEDO, executive director, Mexican American Legal Defense &
Educational Fund (MALDEF): "Should the legislature fail, as they have done
in the past, to reapportion in order to assure minority representation in
the Assembly and the Senate, MALDEF has already committed itself to file
legal proceedings to insure that these minorities are represented...Our
staff attorneys have begun research to show that the present system denies
the Mexican American community the equal protection of the laws...The under-
lying principle of this case is that legislatures cannot apportion themselves
in such a way as to deny representation to identifiable ethnic groups..."--
Statement to the State Advisory Committee, U. S. Commission on Civil Rights,

Sacramento, January 21, 1971.






RICHARD CALDERON, former Democratic candidate: "La Raza Unida Party
is now in the forming stage as a result of many years of frustration in
our community...If no districts are drawn in our behalf, I forsee the
strong possibility of La Raza Unida Party developing and qualifying for
the 1972 general elections...I am also sure that the 1972 Presidential
elections are paramount to the Democratic Party...1f our community is
slighted again, many persons would listen to and become involved in a
freedom delegation., I would remind the Commission that this occurred
at the previous National Democratic Convention, where the Mississippi
Freedom Delegation was fighting to be seated. I think that we would be
getting many allies because it would prove the contention of many south-
erners that the eastern and western states are unjust in many ways to the
minorities..."--Statement to the State Advisory Committee, U. §., Commission

on Civil Rights, January 22, 1971.

THOMAS BRADLEY, Los Angeles City Councilman: "I think that there is
a kind of sense of pride that we need to engender in all of our people, a
sense of pride at being able to point to a member of one's community and
say, 'There sits John Jones, representing the Black community,' or 'There
sits Julian Nava representing the Mexican American community." There is a
motivation that I think cannot be engendered any other way except to show
by example this kind of success story. That youngster who sees the elec-
tion of a member of his race to an important post then begins to realis-
tically hope it can happen to him, He may work harder in school, he may
prepare himself even better to some day hopefully achieve the same position.
That, I think, is why we must fight so hard for this kind of representation.’
. --Statement to the State Advisory Committee, U. S. Commission on Civil Rights,

January 22, 1971.






FACT SHEET

MEXICAN AMERICAN POPULATION IN CALIFORNIA: No 1970 census data on
this ethniec group will be available until the end of 1971, and then it
will be based on only a five percent sample. Public school enrollment
figures and other recent studies place California's current Mexican
American population at between 2.5 and 3 million persons--or between
12.5 and 15 percent of the state's total population.

Yet--

--0ut of B0 State Assemblymen, two (Peter Chacon, San Diego, and
Alex Garcia, Los Angeles) are Mexican American.

-=0ut of 40 State Senators, none are Mexican American.

-=0ut of 38 California Congressmen, one (Edward Roybal, Los Angeles)
is Mexican American.

--0ut of 15,650 elective and appointive offices in California (in-
cluding municipal, county, state and federal), only 310--exactly 1.98

percent--are held by Mexican Americans.

--0Of the top 40 State officials (as listed in the official 1970
California Roster), none are Mexican Americans.

--0f the nearly 700 Assembly and Senate staff persons listed in
the 1970 legislative handbook, only seven have Spanish surnames.

* %*

Los Angeles County alone now has more than 1.1 million Mexican
Americans, according to a study released by the Economic & Youth Op-
portunities Agency (EYOA) on February 15. Half of these are clustered
in the Greater East Los Angeles area.

Another recent study, conducted by Dr. David Lopez-Lee and Pro-
fessor Henry Pacheco of California State College at Los Angeles, shows

that Greater East Los Angeles has been politically subdivided so that
portions of this dominantly Mexican American area are in:

Nine different Assembly Districts.
Seven different Senate Districts.

Six different Congressional Districts.






Voter registration figures in these districts reveal that none have
more than 30 percent Mexican American voters, and that most fall between
14-28 percent Mexican American voter registration. For a Mexican American
candidate to have a chance to win against an incumbent (who helps draw the
district lines), it is variously estimated that between 35-45 percent Mexi-
can American voter registration is needed.

1f district lines had not been gerrymandered in 1960, 1965, and 1967,
California's Mexican American could be in a position today to hold:

Six to eight Assembly seats.
Two or three Senate seats.

Two or three Congressional seats.

This--while still low--would give Mexican Americans representation in
Sacramento and Washington more in line with their numbers in this state.






CALIFORNIA'S PAST AND PRESENT POLITICAL LEADERS ARE IN AGREEMENT THAT THE
MEXICAN AMERICAN HAS BEEN GERRYMANDERED OUT OF REPRESENTATION IN THE STATE
LEGISLATURE AND CONGRESS.

Here are some of their statements:

GOVERNOR RONALD REAGAN (R), "Thousands of Californians are still being
cheated out of their correct proportional share of legislative and Congres-
sional representation as a result of a cynically and deliberately contrived
imbalance...Large communities of particular ethnic groups like our fine
citizens of Mexican descent have been gerrymandered and cut up SO they have
no chance to choose either legislative or Congressional voices representative
of their particular problems. This time reapportionment must correct that
injustice..." ~--Excerpt from his address to the Republican State Central

Committee, Memorial Auditorium, Sacramento, January 31, 1971.

SENATOR MERVYN DYMALLY (D), Chairman, Senate Elections & Reapportionment
Committee: "For four years I have walked the floor of the State Senate and
never have I seen an elected representative of the large Mexican American
communities within our state. 1 have walked the halls of this impressive
Capitol Building and I have seen few, if any, staff persons who are Mexican
American...Obviously, their interests have not been looked after.,.'" --State-
ment to the State Advisory Committee, U. §. Commission on Civil Rights,

January 22, 1971.

SENATOR H. L. RICHARDSON (R), Chairman, Senate Republican Caucus: "The
Mexican Americans have literally put all of their eggs in one basket. They
have for years joined one party, and have for years been systematically
taken advantage of...The Mexican American is a hip pocket vote...0Once they
have committed themselves Lo this posture, then the only question is, how
does the lily-white liberal divvy up the Mexican American community to serve
as a consistent voting block for his district?"...--Statement Co the State
Advisory Committee, U. S. Commission on Civil Rights, January 22, 1971.

SENATOR GEORGE MOSCONE (D), Majority Floor Leader, California Senate:
Question (by Father Henry Casso): "Do you feel from your experience
that there is serious gerrymandering to the detriment to the Chicanos in
Los Angeles?"
Senator Moscone: "I think the best answer to your question--and I hope
it is not evasive--but I look around me in the Senate and 1 see none. There-
fore, the answer must be yes." --Statement Lo the State Advisory Committee,

U, §. Commission om Civil Rights, January 22, 1971.





CONGRESSMAN EDWARD ROYBAL (D), 30th District, Los Angeles: "The
Supreme Court decisions over the last decade relating to legislative
reapportionment have lulled many citizens into the supposition that
gerrymandering and other techniques used to minimize minority group
political influence have become obsolete., Nothing could be further
from the truth...Any political boundary map of East Los Angeles will
graphically reveal this sad condition in which no less than four
Congressional Districts arbitrarily intersect the area."...Testimony
before the State Senate Elections & Reapportionment Committee, Los
Angeles, February 12, 1971.

JESS UNRUH, former Assembly Speaker: "Quite obviously the Mexican
American community has been reapportioned more with regard to how it
would maximize the Democratic representation that it has as to how it
would maximize the Mexican American representation."--Statement to the
State Advisory Committee, U. S. Commission on Civil Rights, January 22,
1971.
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PARTICIPATION OF MEXICAN AMERICANS IN CALIFORNIA GOVERNMENT

Background
In 1960 the U, S. Census reported that of California's total population

of 15,717,204, the Spanish surnamed population was 1,426,583 or 9. In July,
1967 the California State Department of Finsnce estimated that of a total 1967
population of 19,478,000, the Spanish surnamed population was 2,162,100 or
10.9%. Since the Spanish surnamed population increased 1.9% in the seven years
1960-1967, projected growth for the years 1968-1970 would be .8%. In other
words, we can estimate that for 1970, Spanish surnamed people comprise 11.7%

Ih}
of the state's population.

Also in 1967 the State Department of Education issued by counties the
percent of Spanish surnamed enrollment in the public :au.:hu:u:ml:i.'{g By correlating
this data with the state's estimates of each county's population in 1970, it
can be estimated that over BO% of the Spanish surnamed population is concen-
trated in twelve of the 58 counties. These counties, each of which has total
populations of over 100,000 persons, are Fresno, Kern, Los Angeles, Merced,

Monterey, Riverside, San Bernardino, San Joaquin, Santa Barbara, Santa Clara,

Tulare, and Ventura.

Six additional counties (Colusa, Imperial, Kings, Madera, San Benito and
Yolo) although relatively low in population, have high percentages of Spanish

surnamed public school populations. By estimating the 1970 Spanish surnamed






population of these counties and adding them to the above twelve counties,

we can account for over 90% of the Spanish surnamed population.

Three additional counties should be noted. In 1967, San Francisco,
Santa Cruz, and San Diego Counties' Spanish surnamed school populations
were 14%, 137 and 11% respectively; the 1960 U. S. Census BReport suggests
that many of the remaining Spanish surnamed population, as estimated by the

state, can be accounted for in these counties.

/3
Selected 18 Counties With Mexican American Papulatiuns__
State Dept. of 1967
Finance Public School

County Total 15970 pop. % Spanish

estimates Surname
Colusa 12,200 15.42
Fresno 420,500 28.58
Imperial 83,300 44y .54
Kern 343,700 16.05
Kings 68,900 22.25
Los Angeles 7,061,700 15.82
Madera 45,400 27.98
Merced 108,400 18.28
Monterey 247,700 18.48
Riverside 451,500 17.53
San Benito 19,100 51.38
San Bernardino 703,600 15.59
San Joaquin 298,200 16.45
Santa Barbara 264,100 16.46
Santa Clara 1,065,600 15.04
Tulare 196,100 27.79
Ventura 382,500 17.11
Yolo 88,400 15.21

Shaded Area - Counties with high concentration of Mexican American population.

pE s





Mexican Americans in Federal, State and Local

4
Elected and Appointed Offices

Each year the Secretary of State of California issues a book entitled

5
California Roster of Federal, State, County and City Officials.™ This

book includes the names and locations of every major elected and appointed
aofficial of the state at all levels of govermment; it is compiled with-the
"ecooperation of Federal, State, County, and City and other agenciea”.ﬂi
State civil service employees are included only when their positions rely
directly or indirectly on appointment by the Governor's office, other
executive office officials and/or the State Legislature; city and county

officials are included only when their positions rely directly or indirectly

on appointments by elected ufficials.ii

The 1970 Roster lists 15,650 positions at all government levels; only
310 or 1.98% were held by Mexican Americans;él The majority of these (241)
were officials in city and county offices; 1.2% of California's Federal and
State offices were held by Mexican Americans, although they comprise nearly

12% of the state population.






1970 California Roster of Federal, State, County and City Officials

Category of Office Total # in Office Total # Mexican American
Federal Elected and
Appointed 525 7 (1.3%)
State Legislators and Advisors 195 2 (172)
Executive Offices of State 2,291 13 (Less than 1%)
State Boards, Commissions and
Advisories 1,732 47 (2.7%)
City and County Government
Officials 10,907 241 (2.2%)
TOTALS - Gov't all levels 15,650 310 (1.98%)

In the Roster, there is a listing of the top officials for each state in
the Union. California's list includes 40 top state offices: Governor,
Lieutenant CGovernor, Secretary of State, Treasurer, Controller, Attorney
General, Superintendent of Public Instruction, Chief Justice of Supreme Court,
Director of Finance, Director of Public Works, Director of Water Resources,
Director of Motor Vehicles, Director of Public Health, Director of Mental
Hygiene, Director of Agriculture, Director of Industrial Relations, Director
of Social Welfare, Director of Conservation, Director of Professional and
Vocational Standards, Director of Veterans Affairs, Director of Corrections,
Director of Human Resources Development, Director of Youth Authority, Director
of General Services, Director of Rehabilitation, Director of Disaster Office,
Director of Fish and Game, Director of Alcoholic Beverage Control, Director

of Parks and Recreation, Director of Housing and Community Development,






Director of Commerce, Director of Health Care Services, Commissioner of Savings

and Loan, Commissioner of Corporations, Commissioner of Real Estate, Commissioner
of Insurance, Commissioner of Highway Patrol, Superintendent of Banks, State
Fire Marshal, Commanding GCeneral of the State Military Forces. None of these

/9
offices are filled by Mexican Americans.

Mexican Americans in Offices of the Federal Government

Few Mexican Americans are found in elected and appointed positions of the
Federal Government specifically serving Californians. In the national legisla-
ture (Senate and House of Representatives) there is only one Mexican ém:ricnn.ilﬂ
In the U. S. Court of Appeals and the U. S. District Courts (which include U. S.
judges, referees, probation officers, commissioners and marshals) there are
262 positions; only six are Mexican American (2%). None of these six are judges
or referees. 1In California there are four U. 5. Attorneys and 87 Assistant T8,
Attorneys; none of these are Mexican ﬁmertcnn;iél
Mexican Americans in Offices of the State Government

Legislature. In the California State Legislature there are 120 seats, and
one of these iz held by a Mexican Aunri:ln:il; When combined legislative staff
is examined (including the Senate and Assembly Attaches, the Office of the
Auditor General, the Joint Legislative Budget Committee technical staff and the
Legislative Counsel) out of nearly 75 staff advisors, only one is Mexican

American (1.3%).

Judiciary. At the state level in the courts there are 132 positions






including the seven Supreme Court Justices, the Judicial Council, the Admin-

istrative Office of the Courts, the Commission on Judicial Qualifications and
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the State Court of Appeals. No Mexican Americans hold any of these high

offices.

Executive, In California there are seven elected officials responsible
for the administration and enforcement of state laws and regulations:; the
Governor, the Lt. Governor, the Secretary of State, the State Controller, the
State Treasurer, the Attorney General, and the State Superintendent of Instruc-
tion. These seven officials, none of whom are Mexican American, and the State

Legislature, select and appoint all State Boards, Advisories, and Commissions.

The Roster lists 28 advisors in the Covernor's office none of whom are
Mexican American. One hundred officials are listed in the Lt, Governor's office;
two are Mexican American. In the Secretary of State's, Treasurer's, and Super-
intendent of Instruction's offices there are 31 staff advisors; none of whom are
Mexican ﬂ“ﬂfiﬂﬂﬂ-ilﬁ There are no Mexican Americans among the State Controller's
12 assistants although there are three Mexican Americans who are among the 144
Tax Appraisers, a position appointed by the Controller. In the Attorney General's
office there are 283 deputies, representatives and assistant attorney generals;

one assistant attorney general is Mexican American.

The 135 boards, commissions and advisories at the state level in California

provide a continuous feedback to the state officials on the needs and concerns





of the population. Some of these boards set policy and make budget decisions

which broadly affect the entire state., These include the State Board of

Education, State Board of Equalization, Public Employment Retirement System,
Regents of the University of California, Commission on Housing and Community
Development, and the Governor's Cabinet. Of the 69 persons on these boards,

only two (2.,8%) are Mexican American.

Other boards and commissions advise and regulate specific aspects of
life and culture in the state, These include the Highway Commission, Pacific
Marine Fisheries Commission, Heritage Preservation Commission, Youth Authority
Board, and Air Resources Board. Of the 59 persons on these boards and
comnissions, only one (1.7%) is Mexican Americam. Throughout the state there
are 1,732 persons who serve full time or in an advisory capacity on the state's
135 boards, commissions and advisories; according to the Roster, 47 (2.7%) of

these persons are Mexican American.

Finally, the Roster itemizes high lewvel civil service staff which provide
advisory assistance to the elected officials and to the appointed boards and
commissions. Many of these positions are personally selected by elected
officials and are responsible for day to day policy and planning. There are

16B6 offices in the Roster, seven of which are occupied by Mexican Americans,

or less than one percent.

Mexican Americans in Offices of County and City Govermment

Statewide Participation. The Roster lists a total of 10,907 officials in

the county and city govermments; 241 (2.27%) of these are Mexican Americans.






Governing the 58 counties in California are 296 County supervisors and
1402 other elected and appointed officials. There are nine Mexican American
supervisors (3.47) and 13 Mexican Americans who occupy other official offices
(less than one percent). Not included in the above tabulation are the
superior court judges, municipal court judges, justice court judges, and
county constables. There are 1179 such offices in the state, 21 of which
are Mexican American. Specifically, there are 407 Superior Judges in Calif-
Drniﬁ, three of whom are Mexican American, and all of whom work im Los Angeles
County. There are 315 Municipal judges and 240 justice court judges; nine
of these are Mexican Americans. Finally, there are 217 constables; nine
of these are Mexican Americans. In other words, Mexican Americans represent

about 1.7% of the county and city judiciary process.

In 1970 there were 403 incorporated cities in the state. There were 181
cities with populations under 10,000; 155 cities with populations from 10,000
to 50,000; 64 cities with populations from 50,000 to 500,000; and three cities

with populations over 500,000 (Los Angeles, San Diego, and San Frnnciacu].éj

Participation of Mexican Americans inm Local Govermment - By Size of City

Mayors Councilmen Others*
Population Non MA/MA Non MA/MA Non MA/MA
0-10,000 175/6 680/44 3059/39
10,000 to 50,000 151/4 600/33 1772/42
50,000 co 500,000 63/1 312/20 911/15
Over 500,000 3/0 32/1 66/0

*First number is total non Mexican American:; 2nd number is
Mexican American.
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Participation of Mexican Americans in 18 Selected Counties
(City and County Government Officials)

County Total # Officials Total # MA % MA
Fresno 256 L7 7
Kern 181 1 -
Los Angeles 1247 41 3
Merced 140 6 4
Monterey 205 - 1
Riverside 295 13 4
San Bernardino 254 7 3
San Joaquin 75 - -
Santa Barbara 124 3 2
Santa Clara 271 11 4
Tulare 144 3 2
Ventura 192 b 3
Colusa 32 = o
Imperial 118 9 7
Kings 79 3 4
Madera 60 - =
San Benito 51 1 2
Yolo 80 1 1
TOTAL 3,806 125 3.2%

=-10-






In 16 of the 18 counties, less than 5% of the city and county officials

are Mexican American; four of the counties have less than 17 or zero percent
participation of Mexican Americans (Kern, San Joaquin, Colusa, and Madera
Counties). Five additional counties have less than 3% participation of
Mexican Americans in local govermment (Monterey, Santa Barbara, Tulare, San
Benite and Yolo Counties). The largest number of Mexican Americans in the
state reside in Los Angeles County; yet there are no Mexican Americans in
county government decision making positions. In the 78 cities within L. A.

County, there are only 41 (37) Mexican American officials out of 1247 offices.

In two of the 18 counties, Fresno and Imperial, 77 of the city and county
officials are Mexican American. Although these counties have the highest
percentage of participation in the state, they also have very high percentages
of Mexican Americans in their populations. Fresno's Spanish surnamed school

population is 29% and Imperial's is 45%.

In conclusion, the majority of Mexican Americans reside in 18 counties;

yet, out of 3804 offices in these county and city governments, Mexican Americans

occupy only 125 or 3%.

L






FOOTROTES

U. S. Census figures for 1970 on the Spanish surnamed are not
yet available., Therefore, we have used State 1967 figures,
to estimate 1970 Spanish surnamed percent of total population.

See State Department of Education Report, Racial and Ethnic
Survey of California Public Schools, Part One, Sacramento,

1967 Appendix E.

Every effort was made to obtain the number of Mexican American
and/or Spanish surname registered voters. However, figures
were not available for either the state as a whole or for
individual counties. A standard formula for estimating regis-
tered voters (the average of total number registered for both
primary and general elections multiplied by the percent of
Spanish surname in the population) suggests that there were
over 900,000 Spanish surnamed registered voters in 1970. How-
ever, there is no information available on exact location and
density of these potential voters. Those contacted for pos-
sible numbers of Spanish surname registered included both the
Democrat and Republican Central Committees, the Secretary of
State, Los Angeles County Registrar of Voters and the Los
Angeles County Planning Commission.

In tabulating the number of Mexican American officials in the
California Roster, an effort was made to eliminate those Spanish

surname individuals whose ethnic heritage is other than Mexican.

Commission staff attempted to verify as many names as possible
by letter or telephone, but staff and time limitations prevented
verification of all 15,000 plus names. In some cases names of
individuals of Mexican American heritage with non-Spanish sur-
names were added to the totals. Therefore, the remainder of

the paper refers to Mexican American specifically rather than
the larger Spanish surname group.

All the data is derived from the California Roster unless
specifically noted otherwise, 1970 Californmia Roster of Federal,
State, County and City Officials ls compiled by the Secretary of

State, Office of Procurement, Documents, Sacramento, California.

California Roster, Inside Front Cover.
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Not all city and county officials are included, but in general

most major elected and appointed officials with decision making
powers are recorded. A typical entry for a eity would include
mayor, councilmen, city clerk, district attorney, police chief,

fire chief, treasurer, city manager, parks and recreation direc-
tor, publiec service department manager, superintendent of buildings,
planning director and school superintendent.

Some individuals occupy more than one office, 1In that case they
are counted twice, or as many different times as their names appear
in a new capacity.

California Roster, pp 186-187.

In addition to the one Mexican American from California, there
are two Congressmen from Texas, one Congressman and one Senator
from New Mexico.

The Roster does not include all Federal appointments in 1970
such as Manuel Ruiz, U, S, Commission on Civil Rights or Martin
Castillo, former Chairman, Cabinet Committee for the Spanish
Speaking.

In November 1970 one additional Mexican American was elected to
the State Assembly.

Some of the judges are in several capacities within this category
and are counted twice in those cases.

See below for civil service employees with policy and decision
making powers.

San Francisco is both a city and a county and is tabulated in
both categories.

None of California's unincorporated areas are included in these
tabulations.

Judiciary is not included here. Mexican American representation
in local judiciary is discussed elsewhere in the paper.






