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PEOPLE FOR PEOPLE 


(Thi, i, all. e~ct copy ola letter 
maUed to the La Mea .. Pollee 
Depilrtment on thi, date. J 


Chief Glenn B. Adama 
La Meaa Police Depilrtment 
8181 AUbon Avenue 
La Me.a, California 9Z041 


Dear Chief Adami: 


December 8, 1970 


Citizen. iu the area have reported to People fur People, their 
ahock at .tatementll made by Officer Robert Oliver at the " Shop­
lifting Clinic" 'ponllored by the La Mesa Chamber of Commerce. 


It b almon inconceivable for a person In that rupotllible .. 
potition to be ,0 inlensitive to Human Relation' .a to make 
derogatory and racht .t&tementl before a group of busin!!" 
people. 


The ellortl of citben group' luch a. People for People have 
been toward !omentinl underitanc:Hng and hopefully the elim!­
niLtion of prejudicea for or againllt any group becauae of race. 
creed. or ethnic background. One public atatement uttered by 
a police officer Or any other peraon in a comp .. rable rellpon­
Il.ble po.iUon undoe, the e£{ortl of ye"rI of work in promoting 
human underltanding. 


All. inddent occurrina in one part of the "Greater Gro.lmont" 
area a£fecl' all people and agende, in the entire area, there­
fore, while our a:roup i, ba.ically El Cajon oriented, ~ny 
La Melana are actively involved and we feel ju,ti£ied In re­
acting to the moat unfortunate radat comment, attributed to 
Officer Robert Oliver. 


The big queation now b what are you going to do about thb 
incident? 


Very truly youra, 


cc: Milyor and City Council - La Mela 
City Malllser - La Mea. 
Cham ber of Commerce _ La Mesa 







P\M.POSES 


I. tl»V'W.lflTV - To pnll"ote the e,s;",;l.tion of ,II people 


In ell er.n of <;OI!IIIUnlty lit.. 


2. IHF~TION - To p~omote better cDBmUnlty underst.ndlng 


through the diu_In_lIon o f _t"rl"I, lind info ...... tion to ,the ~nlty 


..,eI Its l.ad.fS. 


) . EHPLOYKENT - To pr~t" f.I, employment pretti,., with­


out '.!lend to rae., color or creed ..,eI enoourage the ".t.bll,~nt of 


trelnlng progr.ms for thol. Who leek ne~I$.ry skill,. 


a.. HOUSINC - To "ncour.,,, the sale end rental of 111 property 


"Ithoot regerel to reu., color or crud. 


S. EDUCATION - To support sg,ool and educetlon.,l pOliti .. 


end "ctlvltl., whIch will enCOUfl9. an ettltvde ~g student. of 


rupeel for the worth ..,d dignity of . '11 tndlvlcluels, end .... lo;h will 


r.,sult in " knowledge of the ca.trrbutl~ to our society of minorIty groups . 


6. R[SPECT - To promote rupect for basic h......., justice and 


I ... and orclu". 


1. COVERHKENT - To tupport an aqual ..,d f. lr tra.t~nt 10 


.11 pIiIOpla by g.o .......... nt ..,d governmental agendas. 


8. ASSISTANCE To US"I In the solution of spec:1fIc: 


problams Whlc:h c:ome to tha attantlon of thIs group. 
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SAN DlROO I'£TROFQ..lTAH 
COo\LITIOH at 8I.J.CK ORGAHIZATICICS AGo\tNST IlAClSH 


4261 Markat Street 
San Di~. California 92102 


COKI'ACT , Aabro-e Bro:>du, 
263-3115 


FOIl II'M!DIAT1I R!U usa 
Doe .... r 9 , 19'70 


o.c.lllber ' . 1970. 


other whit •• havo held toward our peopl.. over a lon9 period. ot ..... 
111, outrao- .. coll~t1_1y t.el •• Black San Diego County 


"1" quot..s 10 tbe DaJ.ly CalUorrdan on Dec.e.r 3 , 191'0, but bow 


deeply the .tat ... nt. ratlect t be Whita 10.titutioa-1iaed raci •• 


Fu..ttber r.t1ectione indicate to Black ~l. that tllh 


• 
• 







News Release 
Page 2 


The ~utility o~ Black people'. attempts throughout the last 


retribution, leaves UI no alternative but to beco.a diabolical in 


th .. 70's. 


With the ..... 1_ and c1ive:uitied electronic .-quip_nr avail_ 


able to the power structure, White residents aust already be aware 


of the va.st numbers at telephone call. we are making to e3Ch othelf. 


For the public edification , our co-=unication is ~ared toward 


aapping strategies t o sever every link in the chain which has ro-
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The Honorable J . Robert Helland 
Mayor o f La lies" 
8130 Al lison Avenue 
La Mesa, ClIUfornia 


Dear Mayor Helland: 


December 14, 19;0 


eitheRS United for R~cial Equality, (ctJRE). is 11 c i vic 
organization of over sao members from throughout San Diego County. 
We are a predomillantly white group concl'l"ned with promoting racial 
Njuality and, more specifically, ur ging the implementation of the 
recommen d6t lons contained in the Report of t he National Advisory 
Commission on Civil Disorders issued in 1968 (Kerner Report). 
Consequently , we are distur bed by the remarks made by Officer 
Oliver on December 3rd and offer these co~nt8. 


To pa r aphrase a Hought from t h" K(>rnf'r Rl'po r t: what .,hite 
Americans s t ill do not fully unrlcrstand--but what the Negro 
(Mexican-American, lo(l!an, Puerto Rican, etc.) can never forget-­
is that white society created, maintains and condones r <lcis.>. The 
comments of Officer Oliver, the responses of oth('r& on the panel, 
a nd the amusement of the crowd are simply another embarrassing 
and painful manifestation of this deeply t ragic national problem 
for which we of white America all share some rt'sponsfbility. The 
subt Ie participation of the crowd through their laughter shows 
howeommon this prt'judice h . 


CURE knows that some action ,,~ s ~lready been taken in this 
matt er, but still has these concerns: (1) Tha t Officer Oliver 
become personally and sincerely nware of the a ttitudes from which 
his hurt ful beh'JVior so innocently nnd naturu lly emerged, (2) tha t 
others involved, and this includes the nudiencc, become e~ually 
aware of their own attitudes and how they participated and share 
responsibility with Officer Oliver , and (3) that Officer Oliver's 
sUp<.'riors and othen who sponsored t he meeting recognize thH thiS 
is not just un isolat ed incident. 







We horr thil IW3renell will It~d those 1n positions of 
rl'lponslblllty ond ollthorJty to lponsor tnininl pro~r~"'1 in 
hUllllln rclltlonl for tht'lr ('II1['loyet'1 In ordt'r to provldl' th(>~e 
~ployeel with the opportunity to bE'~ ewore of their own 
tlttitOO.1 8nll to cheng. thea. TiII'rI' ilro!' 8 nucabu of org8nlu­
tionl in Snn DltiO which c:an provide hlAiln ~ltltlonl tr~lnlnl' 
Personl who can be c:onttlc:t~ concerning suc:h services Irt': 


Hr. CerroD w. WII)'IIIDn, In.tltute of Socid Sy&tCQ [nglneerln~, 
Inc .• phone 263-4491; 


Dr. Lltrry D. Cerlln, Centt'r (or the Study of the .... non. 
phone 459-3861; snd 


Dr. Uvaldo r. Pda.aru. HurNn ~velopment Training institute. 
phone US-7063. 


Dilclpline ilppearl nrC:PI.ary end deserved. But disclpllnt 
(in the len6e of tretntng) should not be reserved for Offlc:er 
Olly('t alone. Hore Importsnt. we feel, la that we recogntle 
.gain how l>4!rvulve tht. attitude is in the .. hlte C:~'"1ty, thlt 
we publ irly .c:knowJedge It . end teke 6pcciflc: Bnd po,itlvt' .tepl 
to reduc:e it. 


WI' ~nd TI,e DlItly 
porUng of thll incident. 
BcUon. 


CSS :rb 


Cilliforni~n 
We urge )'Ou 


for their forthright rt>­
to take l'~uBlly forthrllht 


Sinc:trely. 


~----=-_//'A" 
C. S. S .. I (t 
Prt'.ident 








Itr . J_ • . CIll .... -, caa...r or C-... 
8l.S, Ullbti .. l\7 J,. __ 


I. ..... CalUomla 92041 


:o..r ~. Ou..bn I 


!M X. ..... Cba.b4r of "c ~ lpouoNd a olllllo GEl lba!llUUJ\C 
011 D.o ' U' 3. 19'1'0. Offtolr OU,....,. . ot tIM X. M..., !lOll" 
upart_' . aM. other lll .. rUoll*ll" o. 'd» paMl .... _"-, 
"fiecU"" ~1&1 .'.r.o\nlel about ~. 


h 11lC101Ie4 lIU.r '0 Ma,roT ~ll.llQ4 pJ;IN •••• 'Ill OOacll"ll ot 
Cl\1I._ UnUed for ~1al 1I.quu.UQ' 0"''' t;b.h lnd,l,o' Nl4 
noo_ .... cerl.6.1a .0\1011 . v, t .. 1 ,be _11'. aDd NCO n4u.Uou 
U'II &~';Jt'1a" '0 ~, ..... 'J'1'01I' who ....nlc1'JlCh4 :.a tl» eUnle . 
!bl Hold .... lhou14 ,..,s,1I4 ..,bU ...... J'l_ ..,.,111 bt:IW ~rr .. l" tile .. 
aUnul .. An • 


.... ,,~ 1011 \o:r '. $ • FOur l"MpondblUtr...d4UaUIU,III_ 
~ )"lUI' ~ at-cl a. ndlllClDc ,...,1 ... 


C. I , Swift 
Pml .... 








, 


AUIObIIA WIG., 0lC. t ... 15< 


BLAe LABELED 
AS SHOPLIFTERS 


''It Il1o ....... OIl .... _. 
_'" on 10 1111 ... _. It'" 
Il1o ___ ,,*.n.u.. 
1_0II1nJ111."'" ~ ..... 
... In'" ... Il1o ..-,u., 
mUM OIl ..,.... "* ...,u.I ~ _. _. TIM _ ... 


NopedlJl""" .. '_ 
IJI OUJ ..,.,.u, bl ..... Jolla. bl 
..... _II. ODd bl .... _" ,-- _ ... uUond tor 
lDdp a-p w. ~ 01 
DoInlII, bl:hl1J 1111 •• 


n...ooo.IdboW __ 
<>I "'1 _111_ "001I:>.I • .II. 
4tt4p ~ .... ..., II; 1_ 
_ """ aid 11., 0-.,. 810-
--. TolD l o11r1ooc1 _ ..... 
__ 1Ia .. aid It. 


lnoIIto._ .- It ~ 
10 110Il10...-. of II1II _ 


'ftIo ....... IQ" 110 ... """ ..,. 10 __ u.. rO*I MqIr 
10 m' ___ _ 
_ .... IWOpOd .. _­


""",..~_1110 ___ nn~ _ Il1o 


..... lOoWMilll' _do_ 
1:ilIII_ wt:aI. .. ~'I'P"''''* 


-~ fodI&B. ... 111 cajon PII;J 
_"; /*' a U _ pdIoo _ ,_ca-, __ 


of 1IIo"'''''VIII<dCn 10 Il1o 
nod"' .... _ 0C<IIrnd. 
ou._ II .... ,..... 


tleIpaIlla to. Iru!.& rio- boto 10 
16 _ .... , BID. 11'_ or 
SouIllWl4 CGopc>t"'" __ 
.- Of 7·11 __ • 
a....,. _ 01/.Il10 ~ 
VAiloy .moo ot _ <II .t.monca. _ on __ 


_ioU.. OIl lI>o MaJ 
C<Icapuy to. ~ VoJIoJ. 


On hoortna; ot _ """"' .. I 
OllKlml, _ -,._ 


Il1o ~: --. iI'*I '" bo _ &b::Iu1 IhIol Tbo _ 


10: --, \I rem.. 10 lIII _ _I It. 111 !k\, _ 


IIllnJ 10 olroo4J -. _ 
abou.l I\. 111 u.. __ ..... 
mlDlll, a IfOlIP <If _ 
poopIo, ...... 1IIl;J 11>0 _ 


_ Of lIIa1_ualIJ III .. 
_~·fIor __ 
~ ot -. wl1:b. 1:b.lo 


-~ 


Oalllllllowllllo "'11. _ DaD _ .... ....,. 


""'*" pIaDO III .. _ III on 
otfIn 10 ~I 1M .. 
"'"' __ 01/ Il1o _ <If IIIItII 
_ .... ; 1 10 doooo 10 11M 
.&D .......... QI1 ..... tlIop. 







ti S ...... s.. DIop ... ...... ,. __ -........... _ ..... _. 
____ wa=+y r<"INIC 


01&0, .. FooInI 81ft. ,.... 1G.3l11 
IobD .u..., p.o.. lin II, S. DIop, c... Rl..12 


EARL DAVIS, Jl. ..••.. EOITOk .... 1'U1USHEJ. 
JOSEPH l AYlOI •..•.. ADVEkT1SfN& OI EkCI Oll 
UED HAyES ..•.........••.. SI'OkTS EDrrOk 
LY~OHD WlLLIA~S _ CIRCULATION ~6l. 


NIIWS "- " ....... , _ 
. .. .... _ ....... t .... , . ... of • __ .. _ •• _ .. ............. 


Editorial 


E.Davis Jr. 


Racism s .rikes a gain 
EYery day Alnerlea IIInb further &I1d further 


InI4 the qulcUand of III own de.strutUoll by eon· 
tlnulnll: 14 practice the l)'SunaUc opprualon, ate­
pIe&1 RII:1"epUon, and UU~te t.e&chlnp of 
white IAJ.premaey. AU « the.e I1lI '""' lAIIDJIIed 
up In one .urd _ n dsm. 


wt ~ ~ lnddent happened 1oe&l1y 
that cooUnued to prove theM fact&. A La Me-. 
pollee otrlcer, while addnatna albopUtUnl ellnlc, 
~ped Black people .. &boptl.nen. He told 
the IfOUP about the many methocb Black people 
u.e In abopllJtlnl. He eTtI1 hI4 a few ehoIce IItereo­
typed rmw-Q 10 make, ,ueh .... "Om" try to 
klmlity them, \.bey aU look aUk' • 


ThII type « Belsm ... further Int.msl.tIed 
by the faet that «tIeI&ls tI"om thl 1QC&l BankAmerl­
card «nca, the May compMy. and Southland 
Corporation participated In W. cllnlc without OD« 
quest.lonlnl the remarb of the «neff. Neither 
d.ld l.Ily of the other lOG part.lclP&lltl quat10n the 
re:narQ of thiI ully preamtatlon.. u a matter 
of fad, .e,en.! ot the off1etr'. remarks produced 
laulhur from the audu-nef. 


Evidently the low opinion « Blaek people ... 
4hared by aU who attended. At no tlme did &nJOIle 
ever try to eet the point acrou that not III Black 
people '""' ahopUtUr,. 'I1ley chole to point out 
the probltml t.hI.t merchant. wout(! have with 
Black people exclul!vely. 


, 


I 


nu. mea"" that whmen. Munki pil Judp 
Earl OWlaI!!, CotlDCllman Leon W1tu_ m' , or Re-I'. 
Geoqe Smlth of tile San Dlep lkbool Board , 
m.te:r a lMftbJont'. Ibop In that area, they I re 
to be cloIcl,. IICMlIInlud .. thOlilb t bey were _ ....... 


In fad" .:I mUCh attention may be liven to 
honed Blad:: IbDppen that while aIlCIpllttel1 will 
probably steal the merchanta blind. 


Blad; people In San Dleco County Ihould not 
take thls sltuaUon UIhUy. U merchanta think ,.,. 
~ 10 bad, tMn we IhouId _ that none or OUT 
hud-earned dollan are Ipmt In thole .tons. Wby 
!hop when! you &111 beIn&" watehed.1Ib I hawt.? 


\Ve apend 30 miDIon dollan a ,.fAr In San 
DI .... CouDt,. .old hardl,. any 01 that money • 
returned to tbe Bladt COIDmunlty. Look at how 
the t l"lllJlt .,.km suflered wl1m the late Re-v. 
IUartln Luthu lUnr Jr. led the Montc'omery Boy. 
~ott. We ean do the ..... e thlnl huilln San Du-p 
County. Top lhar, we mIIke a ftT1 .tronl front 
.old 1fe non ftry MJil,. brlnr these muthlllt.ll 
to their knees. 


We mould hit them where It ilium meet -
In the pocketbook. 


Amertca II leared to only one kind of power 
_ not BI.aek power, or even "nUnbow~ pown 
_ but GREEN power l No one Ukel to !ole money, 
and. we don 't ha~e to .pend our money whm we 
'""' not appreclated.1 


We urge you to eall the oftleea of BankAmert­
card &nd turn In your eanIa. T aU them that lIInee 
un all look alike," the carda will do ua DO Iood 
&ll.JW&y IIInce they 4on't know wborn they are --'" Then!'. nothinll: that lira you mlllt ahop at 
the May Company ~ther! 


TIll! Urnt haa come when on moo make the 
white power drudure reaIbe that WI too '""' I.Il 
1D.1egnl pan of America. 


We eall on the entl.te B\.adI: eornmunlt,. to 
allow Its concern II! wrltlrll letwa, makinl pboDl 
calb, and e·o..,mnl ac:eounla with ~ men:haIita 
who have ahO'WJ1 their true colon lhroulh the.e 
ugly &ell of Bellm. 


lVhilts must; realiu &hI t we U D 0111,. be &J 


I1OD.vloknt &J tbey allow us to be, beea ... w. 
IIlOSt urtalnl,. wfIl be .. vIoItDt .. we have to 


"'. 








WIlt Sadllit!lollnion 
CopIoj II. ~ I. e; 


EVENING TRIBUNE _ ............... __ .... _ ... '" 


••• - 22 December 1970 


Mr. C . S . Swift 
Preald.ent 
CU"" 
ROOm 502 - 520 E Street 
San 010qo , Calif . 92101 


Dear Mr. Swift: 


We have your letter of December 15 with 
regar d. to the remark. ~ade by Officer Oliver of the 
La Mea. Police O.par~nt at the La Mee. Chamber of 
Commerce Cl inic on Decembe r 3, along with the copy 
of your le t ter to Mayor Hell and . 


Here at the Union- Tribune we feel that our 
handling of thi. story was good, Our reporter. reporbld 
exactly what w •••• id and what took pIece. 


We are aware of our relponeibillty in the 
are. of reducing raciam . and i n all are •• where human 
relatione are concerned . The Union- Tribune i. anxioul 
to stand among the leader . of the co-aunity in spear­
heading prQ9r{lU which would .ake oUl:Sa bettar coaaunity. 


We hava no il l uaionl as to the magnitude of 
this challenge, and are not qoing to let our .hare gO 
by debult . 


Any ti .. you wish to write.., about any specific 
_ however smsll - where we can help, do not hesitate to 
do so. 


VHII::ck 


Sincerely • 


.... ,,/. \~.~J .:-_ 
rH:-Krulak 








OFFI;':!; OF T!if MAYOR 


CII, A""I"I." .... I.~ a..11~ln~ 
C ........ ' ... (" __ •• 


$"" 01.." Colli. ,UOI 


Dear Mr. Swift: 


~l .Oc:.fo,OI:I@, ~ 


December 29, 1970 


Your letter of December 15 regarding the 
incident which occurred at the shoplifting clinic 
sponsored by the La Mesa Chamber of Commerce has 
been received and the contents noted. 


'0 • '7'1 ( ,h Iv L c V'.u~ 
Curran 
v 







OF" C( OF Ttl!" IltA lOIf 
C,'~ "",~", ... "", •• ;/ ... 


C_IOr Go . _ •• 
S_ Do _ . C.I>4, .,/01 


Mr . C. S . Swift 
Citizen. United Yoc 


Rachl Equality 
520 E Street , Rooa 502 
San Diego , Calif. 92101 





