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Eccl .ia 
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I is al oge cr fitting t t this p rticular ve ing should occasion 


it~ng. Tn e are the first ords toward what will be, God willin , 


ontinui g is and exposition ordered to the co.-ttemplstion nd 


ct!Ce of tb spiritu 1 life, cspeciall~ through th tudy of "all holy 


c ipturea." 


Today is th anniversary of St. Ambrose's con ecration na bishop. 


This fourth c ntur bishop, con£ s or and Doctor of the Church authored 


e- l. liturgic , hymns and introduced :i:nto the weot the ngiug of 


ps l .. e antiphonally. St.. uguatine ws.s converted and baptized by St. 


Ambrose aud both Qre among the four great Doctors of the Letin Church. 


This vening b fore Sund y, D c ber 8th, is pr p ration to the feast 


~ ich celebrntes St. Mary' s conception, the first mcnJent of her art hly 


car• r in uri y. 


Tbi sam~ Sund y will be the s ond Sunday of Advent, The first Sun-


d of Advent begins the ecclesisstical year which ends on the Satt•rday 


lowing the last Sunday after Peatecoat. •rhie Saturday completes the 


it :rgical Cycl • Thua the Lord's D y, Sunday, b p;:ma the year 11d P 


p operly, th seventh day Sabbath, Seturday, ends it. The sublime co ic 


s encc of Gene d.a i ... r .fleeted 1n the days of the eccle iaetic l y 'a 


d e ie the glorious r urr ction o Our Lord on the day of its beginn~ng. 


n Co 


The Second Sunday ,!!!. Adven 
D ember 8, 1968 


t for he cont Sun ey in 


1 l. y : ptu eon. 
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,"Grant that we may in such wise hear them, read, mark, learn, and 


jn~ardly digest them, that by patience and comfort of thy holy Word, we may 


~brace? nr~ ever hold fast, the blessed hope of everlasting life, which 


thou hast given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen." 


Two of the most honored among Christ's intimates about whom relatively 


not much is written in the New Testament are His Mother and St. Andrell.­


the latter being one of His first two disciples. The preeminence of each 


in their own respects ought to draw us to contemplate how Scripture renders 


~ superlative dignity in their right to silence and humility. In the two 


Goapels concerned in human generation, narratively speaking, Mary's story 


introduces that of her Son. St. John's Gospel mentions first by name the 


disciple Andrew who went in search of Simon (Peter) his brother whcm he 


brought with him to the Christ. 


When Scripture zecounts events--and most of. o'1r Bible is concerned 


in this--one ought to attend carefully to the order in which they are 


recor.ded. There is usually a qualitative primacy to what in succession io 


stated firat. It is unnecessary for it to be brought into the foreground 


later if in this respect it has played its role adequately. 


So it is that in Genesis I primeval darkness is mentioned at the 


beginning of the Creation narrative and, s primeval, is not heard from 


egain. Light is divided from this darkness ns i& land from the waters. 


lt is not the ota~r way about. 


/~alogoualy, St. Mary, the Mother of Jesus, bears the Light of tlte 


~orld. St. Andrew is the bearer of the n€~8 of revelation. His brother 


Peter's pxominently nevs~orthy career in discipleship begins from this 


tr<O'" ent :hich he owes to biB brother Andre-·. 
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Tra it onally, St. Ar.drcu lles become known as the apostle of the cross 


.d h- w a crucified on two beamo fastened together in the form of a "St. 


J.ndrew's cross." In the Proper of Saints November 30 is given to him-­


the last day before the month in which the season of Advent begins, the 


s_ason of the birth of the Light of the World. He is the patron saint of 


Scotland the naue of which country means darkness - skotia (Gr.). 


Perhaps the name Mary deriveo from a Hebrew ~oot meaning 'rebellion' 


and fbitterness. 1 If rebellion, then Mary's humility before the angel" 


be it unto me according to thy word" becomes the more emphatic. If 


bitterness, then her title "Our Lady of Sorrows" is appropriately derived 


etymologically as well as obv1ouoly biographically. 


Sometimes the name l1ar.y is associated with rwater' (L. mare, 'sea'). 


Water is a primeval element. It is interesting in this regard to note 


that the achnonition of Jesus to Nicodemus bears an analogy: "Except a 


m n be born of wstet" and of the Spirit, he cannot enter the Kingdom of 


God. 11 John 3:5. Jesus Ch.:ist was himself born of Mary (eater?) and the 


Holy Spirit. 


The !. Ching gives the months approximately Uovember through January 


to K' e:n) the Abymnal {'tiater). Hexagrams associated .,dtl:. tilov.-Dec.: 2, 


64, 39, 27p 61; Dec.-Jan.: 24p 3, 15, 38, 46; Jan.-Feb.: 19, 62, 4~ 42, 


53. 


Kan, Water, is characteri~ed as rebellious and bitter. 
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Saturday Even:J.n 
Decemb r 7. 1968 


It is altogether fitting thnt this particular evening should occasion 


th s writing. th se arc ·he firs~ word toward what will be, God willing: 


~ continuing exeg sis 3nd exposition ord red to the contemplation and 


~ractiCe of the epiritu~l life, especially th=ough the study of "all holy 


SeriptuA."es." 


Today is the auniveraaL~ of St. Ambrose's consecration as bishopo 


This fourth century bishop, confeseor and Doctor of the Church authored 


everal liturgical h ns end introd~ced into the weat the ainging of 


psalma antiphonally. St.Auguatine waa conve ted and baptized by St. 


Ambrose nd both are among ~he four sreat Doctors of the Latin Chur.ch. 


This evening before Sunday, December 8th, is preparation to the feaat 


hj~h celebrates St. Mery's conceptiont the first m~1ent of her eart hly 


career in purity. 


Thia aame Sunday will be the second Sunday of Advent, The first Sun 


d y of Advent beg .ns the ecc1.eoiaatical year which ends on the Satt•rdsy 


f llowing th~ last Sunday utter Pentecost. ~fhis Saturday completes the 


l' it rgical Cycle. Thus the T .. ord: a Day, Su day, begins the year a11d, 


properly, the seventh day Sabbs.th, Saturday, ends it. 'I'he sublime cosm"c 


eq uce of Gene ia is reflc~tea in ths days of the eccl~sia~tLC l year'a 


d as is the glor1.ous resux- ·ection of: Our Lord on the day of its beginning • 


.!!!£. Second ~.Y. ..!.g, dvent 
Decemb r 8, 1968 


~ ok of C~cn Pryer the Collect ~o· t e Second Sun ay in 


~ .nt L .. a ray"'r fo til '\ln era a ing of '' 11 holy Scr-'pturea11
• 
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"Grant that we may in such wise hear them, read, mark, learn, and 


inwardly digest them, tr~t by patience and comfort of thy holy Word, we may 


embrace, and ever hold fast, the blessed hope of everlasting life, which 


thou hast given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen." 


Two of the most honored among Christie intimates about whom relatively 


not much is written in the New Testament are His Mother and St. Andrew-­


the latter being one of His first tw~ disciples. The preeminence of each 


in their own respects ought to draw us to contemplate how Scripture re1ders 


a superlative diguity in their right to silence and humility. In the two 


Gospela conc~rned in human generation, narratively speaking, Mnry's story 


introduces that of her Son. St. Johngs Gospel mentions first by name the 


disciple Andrew who went in search of Simon (Peter) his brother whom he 


brought lrlth h1.r.n to the Christ. 


When Scripture recounts event~--and most of our Bible is concerned 


in this--one ought to nttQlld carefully to the order in which tl1ey are 


recorded. There is usually a qualitative primacy to what in succen&ion is 


stated first. It is unnecessary for it to be brought into the foreground 


later if in this respect it has played its role adequately. 


So it :i.e that :ln Genesis I primeval darkness is mentioned at the 


beginning of the Creation narrative and, as primeval, is not heard from 


asa:tn. I.:f.ght ie divided from this darkness a.s is land from the waters. 


It is not the other way about. 


Auo.logoualy, St. Mary, the Mother of Jef\us, bears the Light of the 


World. St. Andt·ew :ts the bearer of the news of nwelation. His brother 


Pe~er.'s pEGmin~ntly newsworthy career in discipleship begins from this 
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Traditionally, St. Andrew bas become known as the apostle of the cross 


and he was crucified on two beams fastened together. in the form of a "St. 


Andrew's cross." In the Proper of Saints November 30 is given to him--


the last day before tha month in which the season of Advent begins, the 


season of the birth of the Light of the World. . He is the patron saint of 


Scotlan.d the name of tmich country means darkness - skotia (Gr.). 


Perhaps the name Mary derives from a Hebrew root meaning 'rebellion' 


and 'bitten1ess.' If rebellion, then Mary's humil:ity before the angel" 


be it unto me according to thy word" becomes th~ more emphatic. If 


bitterness, then her title "Our Lady of Sorrows" is appropriately derived 


etymologically as well as obviously biographically. 


Sometimes the name l4ary is associated with '~ater' (L. mare, 'sea'). 


Water is a primeval el~ment. It is interesting in this regard to note 


that the admonition of Jesus to Nicodemus betA:rs an .analogy: "Except a 


man be born of water and of the Spirit, be cannot enter the Kingdom of 


God." John 3:5. .Jesus Christ was himself born of Uary (sater?) and the 


Holy Spirit. 


The .!. Ching gives the months approximately November through January 


to K'au, the Abysmal (water). Hexagrams associated with Nov.-Dec.: 2, 


64» 39, 27t 61; Dec.-Jan.: 24» 3, 15~ 38, 46; Jan.-Feb.: 19, 62, 4, 42, 


53. 


Kan, Water, is characteri~ed 8s rebellious and bitte:r. 





