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society Expands Life a 

In the course of the Arizona Society of CPA's 
61-year history, membership has grown from the 
handful of men who founded the Society in 1933, 
to nearly 4,000 CPAs statewide today. This 
flourishing organization employs a full-time staff 
of eight and includes 28 member-driven 
committees and five active chapters. This sort of 
growth only happens when dedicated members 
choose to make it happen. 

While a number of members have 
committed their time and resources to the Society 
throughout the years, only a select few have 
distinguished themselves by going above and 
beyond the norm. ln an effort to appropriately 
recognize these outstanding members, the Society 
has a mechanism in place to bestow life and 
honorary membership to those deemed most 
deserving. So prestigious is the honor, only 30 
members have been named to life membership 
and 4 named to honorary membership in the last 
61 years. 

Upon the creation last fall of an ad hoc 
committee to review potential candidates for life 
and honorary membership, three names were 
consistently singled out by the committee 
members as deserving of the honor. 

Criteria which were considered in 
evaluating these individuals included: 

I. Has been a member in the Society for at least 
15 years; 

2. Has served as an officer and/or member of the 
ASCPA Board of Directors; 

3. Has served on committees or task forces of 
the A1CPA; 

4. Has published articles and/or books in the . 
field of accounting; 

5. Has attained widespread respect in the 
professional community and is generally 
recognized as deserving; 

6. Has made a substantial contribution to the 
profession at large and/or the Society or 
Institute; 

7. Has served on the Arizona State Board of 
Accountancy or has provided significant 
service to the Board; and 

8. Has provided extraordinary service, as by 
organizing conventions, annual meetings, etc. 
for the S~i.ety . 

By l -
A member is considered eligible for 

consideration if he or she meets "an appropriate 
combination" of these criteria. 

The commi ttee found that, without 
question, Dennis E. Mitchem, T.R. ''Ted" Pickell 
and William G. Farrow are abundantly qual ified 
for the distinction. As a result, however, of a 
requirement stated in the Society bylaws that on l~ 

currer.t members are eligible for consideration fo1 
life membership, Farrow, who has not retained 
his membership, was instead nominated for 
honorary members status. Honorary membership 
is open to "any person, who in the opinion of thl! 
Board of Directors of the Society is distinguisheJ 
in the profession of accountancy, but who is not 
otherwise eligible for membership ... " Both life 
and honorary members have all the advantages 
associated with membership, except that honorJr~ 
members do not have voting privileges. They art! 

not required to pay dues. 

LIFE MEMBERS 

Dennis E. Mitchem 
As a member of the ASCPA since 1959, 

Denny Mitchem's contributions to the Society, a' 
well as to the profession, have distinguished him 
from his peers. 

Upon his acceptance into the Society 35 
years ago, Mitchem didn't wait to get involved, 
rather he jumped in feet first, serving as an offiCCJ 
of the Central Chapter from 1959-1961. ln 1961 
he was named to the board of directors, serving 
there until 1965. After a two-year work-relall:d 
absence from the state, Mitchem rejoined the 
Board in 1967, serving in a number of capacitie;. 
culminating in president in 1973-74. In addition 
to sitting on numerous committees, he chaired no 
less than seven by 1975. 

Mitchem also distinguished himself by hi~ 
service to the AICPA, representing the state on 
AJCPA council for six years and serving as a 
member of the AJCPA Nominating Committt!t! 
and Benevolent Fund Board. 

ln addition, "His contributions appearing 
before Legislative committees on behalf of the 
Society are legendary," says Bill Huizingh, life 
member and chairperson of the Life and 
Honorary Membership Committee. 



c1 Honorary Member Rolls 
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Mitchem was educated at the University of 
ebraska, graduating with distinction in 1952 

with a Bachelor's degree in accounting. He 
joined Anhur Andersen & Company in 1954 after 
spending two years with the Air Force Auditor 
General's office. Mitchem spent his entire career 
with Anhur Andersen, retiring in 1993 as a senior 
partner. 

Mitchem's civic involvement has been 
extensive. Some of the highlights include: past 
president of the Phoenix Metropolitan Chamber 
of Commerce, chairman of the 1979 Phoenix 
Citizens Bond Committee, former chairman of 
the Valley of the Sun Convention & Visitors 
Bureau, founder and past president of the board 
of directors of Valley Leadership, member of the 
board of directors of Arizona Town Hall, former 
chairman of Phoenix 40, fanner president of the 
Arizona Club, and treasurer of the Phoenix 
community alliance. In addition, he was named 
" IIJ83 Man of the Year'' by the Phoenix 
Advertising Club and received the prestigious 
"Institute of Human Relations Award" from the 
American Jewish Community in 1984. 

T.R. "Ted" Pickett 
T.R. ''Ted" Pickett has been a driving 

force in the accounting profession in Arizona for 
many years. 

Born in Nebraska, Pickett is a Marine 
\'eteran. He was educated at San Diego State 
Univer ity and received his MBA in 1957 from 
Harvard Graduate School of Business. Pickett 
joined the ASU staff in 1961 as a faculty member 
and assistant dean of the College of Business. In 
the ensuing years, he has worked in public 
accounting, and later, the consulting business, a 
field he is still acti ve in. 

Pickett's contributions to the profession 
include serving as president of the Arizona State 
Board of Accountancy, president of the ASCPA, 
and past national director of the National 
Association of State Boards of Accountancy. 

While president of the state board in 1977-
78. and in prior posts of secretary, treasurer, and 
member, Pickett helped initiate the "Compliance 
Standards Project," the enforcement system, 
comminee system, the newsletter, and the hearing 
.officer and investigator systems. At the compte-

tion of his presidency, he was recognized for 
outstanding performance in a commendation 
letter from then-governor Bruce Babbitt. 

Pickett joined the Society in 1964, and 
served on the Board for a number of years before 
becoming president in 1972-73. At the conclu
sion of his term, Pickett was awarded the first , 
and only, Outstanding President Award, in 
recognition of his single-minded pursuit of the 
profession's goals, tough-minded management of 
Society affairs, and his fair-minded insistence on 
professional excellence. His final and most 
memorable act as president was to organize and 
chair the Society's annual meeting, at which he 
presented the five leaders of the accounting 
profession at that time; the president of the 
AICPA, the president of the American Account
ing Association, the president of the National 
Association of Accountants, the vice-chairman of 
the Financial Accounting Standards Board, and 
the Associate-Chief Accountant of the Securities 
and Exchange Commission. The meeting drew 
the largest attendance to any ASCPA meeting in 
the history of the Society- 375-and was consid
ered a major public relations coup, garnering a 
three-column spread in the Arizona Republic a 
week prior and a front page article titled 
"Accountants Fight Back" in the Republic's 
Sunday tinancial section the following weekend. 

In addition to his Society work, Pickett 
served as Arizona's representative to the 
Mountain States Council of CPAs, and as the 
MAS chairman of the American Group of CPA 
firms. He has authored articles on corporate 
boards, management, and the military sciences. 
Not surprisingly, he is listed in Who's Who in 
America. 

Outside of his work in the profession, 
Pickett is a past chairman of Interfaith Counseling 
Service, and has served on health care, colleges, 
real estate development, investment and asset 
management boards of directors, and was a 
charter member of the National Association of 
Corporate Directors completing courses as a 
professional director .. · 

HONORARY MEMBER 

William G. Farrow 
Bill Farrow, a native Arizonan and 

ASCPA member since 1952, was a driving force 
behind the growth of the Society for nearly three 
decades. He was president of the Central Chapter 
in 1959-60, and served on the Board of Director~ 
in several capacities, ultimately as president in 
1970-71. Farrow further shared his talents by 
chairing at least three committees and sitting on 
another six. 

He was named ftrst president of the 
Arizona CPA Foundation for Education and 
Research upon its creation in 1973, serving a 
three year term. 

Farrow's dedication to the profession i ~ 

further evidenced by his long history of service to 
the AlCPA. From 1960-63 he served in 
Membership Promotion and from 1971 -73 wa!> an 
elected member of Council. From the early 
1970s until the mid-1980s, Farrow participated 
on the Curriculum Development Subcommittee, 
Nominations Committee, Local Firm Quality 
Review Committee, MAS Education and 
Training Subcommittee, PCPS Executive 
Committee, Technical Issues Committee, MAS 
Practice Standards and Administration Subcom
mittee, and the Management of an Accounting 
Practice Committee. 

Farrow also loaned his talents to the 
Arizona State Board of Accountancy, serving a 
president in 1976-77. 

Farrow is a graduate of Arizona State 
University, receiving his Bachelor's degree in 
Economics and Management in 1950. He 
began his career working for a local home
builder and held various positions with Gallant 
& Company, P.C. (formerly known as Gallant, 
Farrow & Co.) He retired from the fi rm in 1988 
after holding the position of president for 16 
years. Since his retirement, Farrow has 
continued to work in a number of capacities in 
the accounting profession. 

Outside of the profession, Farrow was 
active in the Phoenix Thunderbirds and the 
Barrow Neurological Foundation Board of 
Trustees, where he served as president in 1983-
85. He was also involved with the National Panel 
of Arbitrators of the American Arbitration 
Association. • 
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