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Ed at his 75th birthday in July. 

Fr: Th"fY'~., d.iP.d at peace with 
nim~u •. ms li0<1, an<l WIUl the world 
in which he lived. 

He was 75, and chose to spend his 
last days in Borrego Springs, enjoying 
the exquisite sunrises and sunsets that 
frrst attracted him there more than 
30 years ago. 

He died December 3 in 
San Diego, after enjoying a large 
family Thanksgiving gathering. 

As he approached the end of his 
life, Ed had the opportunity to 
reminisce with family and long-time 
associates about his career in 
journalism. 

Ed's pictures and scrapbooks 
chronicled a life and t.'.areer that 
brought him face-to-face with some of 
the most interesting events and 
personalities of his time. 

Born July 29, 1917, in Chicago, 
Illinois, Ed carne to San Diego with 
his parents in 1936. He studied 

~ journalism and was graduated from ,:-- r San Diego State College in 1940. 
The day after graduation, he went to 
work ac: bureau manager of United 
Press in San Diego. 

In 1942 he was transferred to 
Mexico City and late in 1944 went 
to the Pacific Theater as a UP war 
correspondent, covering the invasion 
of Iwo Jima and Okinawa and other 
activities out of the Pacific Fleet 
Headquarters in Guam. 

Ed was aboard the USS Missouri 
on her flrst combat mission. He was 
on the UPI team that covered the 
atomic bomb tests at Bikiui Atoll in 
1947. He also worl.:oo !\i ui' ·.:a.-...:.:..~u 
in Hawaii and San Francisco before 
returning to Mexico City for a second 
tour in 1947. 

From 1948-1950, he worked iil 
Creole Petroleum's public relations 
department in Caracas, Venezuela, 
after which he joined the Los Angeles 

worked for Carl Byoir & Associates 
public relations firm in Los Angeles. 

In 1952 he began his long associa
tion with the San Diego Union, 
beginning as an assistant city editor. 

He was city editor, managing editor 
and subsequently named editor of 
The San Diego Union in 1968. He 
resigned January 1, 1971 because of 
an eye problem. 

Ed freelanced and was for a short 
while the Time Magazine correspon
dent in San Diego before moving to 
Borrego Springs where he became 
editor of The Borrego Sun in 1975. He 
retired from that post July 31 , 1981, 
t?:r. d.:iys after his 64th birthday. 

Ed is survived by his brother, Lewis 
P. Thomas of Muskegon, Michigan, as 
well as four children: Larry of Newport 
Beach, Kitty of San Diego, Glenn of 
El Cajon, and Gordy of San Diego. 
The mother of his four children is 
Jan Cotton of San Diego, from whom 
t>~ ··:~~ ~'!orr,e.d in. 1956. In !957, he 
married Audrey Helmer Holme. She 
died in December of 1985. 

"I've had a wonderful life," Ed told 
one of his children shortly before his 
df>..ath this month. 

Ed in 1942, as war co"espondentfor United Press. 
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(1969 photo) The executive management of the Union Tribune 
Company and the San Diego Union , "virtually everybody who 
this business." 
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Grelrt£Ji;~'r o ~i~E~~?.~ Post; 
Kinne Appointed Evening Tribune Editor 

Ed_ward L. Thomas resigned yesterday as editor· of Tbe San 
Diego Union. He c1ted poor health as the reason for ending liiS 
3~year career in journalism. B (, 

Gene Gregston editor of the San f>lt!5o Evening Tribune, was 
named by James S. Copley, publiSber o the two oenpapen, to 
succeed· Thomas. ~ K.Jtl· managing editor of Tbe San Dieso 
Union, was appoin tOe editorship of the EvenJDc Tribune. 

At the same. time, Copley named Edward executive 
editor of .The San Diego Union, a newly 

"The 18 years · which Ed. 
Thomas devoted to Tbe San 
Diego Union covered a 
which saw a tremendous 
lion in the newspaper business." 
said Copley in commenting on 
Thomas' service. 
EFFORTS CITED 

"He played a key role in 
slsling us to move through 
transition period. 

"Every edif.or !'!aves 
slamp · on his newspaper. 
Thomas' mark will be ooe of 
dedication to his duties, a 
cere concern for his co-•Norkerst 

nd a deep feeling for the 
re of the community which 
d his newspaper serve." 
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the retirement of Eueeoe F. Wil; 
Iiams. He has been a member ol 
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.Edward I. Damas, a re- newspaper field in 1940 fol

tired editor of The San Diego lowing his. graduation trom 
Union. has been named edi- San Diego State University, 
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'lbomas, 58, replaces Don E .· L · Th 
Learned, 32, editor of the '1 • • .• • ' . • om a4 
Sun since October of 1973 • · • : · · __,....- ---*' 
wllo will be returning to ~ ;1.; · · dit 
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"Borrego Springs is a of s D 'Unio 
growing community and we ..... .. . . • , · ! . · ] 
will try to keep pace with 
it," said Thomas, wllo has 
been living in the communi· 
ty for three years. 
•YEAR CAREER 

Thomas served as editor 
of The San Diego Union from 
5ept. 1, 1968, until Jan. 11, 
1971, when health problems 
forced him to resign. side
:raddng a 30-year career in 
journalism. 

Thomas, who entered the 
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A Thomas Famjly gathering, minus Larry (behind the camera) a1'.d Gordy 
(in Nashville). 

Ed and Audrey in Bo"ego Springs. 

Edward and Jan in 1946. 

We gratefully acknowledge AI JaCoby's assistance with this personal remembrance. 
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Remembering Ed 

Cafe Del Rey Moro 
Balboa Park 

December 11, 1992 

Prelude 
Welcome 
Scripture Reading 
Opening Prayer 
"In the Garden" 
To a Friend and Colleague 
"Tural ural ura" 
To a Friend and Colleague 
"Just a Closer Walk with Thee" 
A Father Remembered 
A Father Remembered 
Closing Prayer 

Dad's Favorite Listening 
Larry Thomas 
King Durkee 
Glenn Thomas 
Gordy Thomas 
Herb Klein 
Judith Thomas 
Lisle Shoemaker 
Gordy Thomas 
Glenn Thomas 
Larry Thomas 
Glenn Thomas 

Following the memorial service, we invite you to stay and join us for 
an informal reception and luncheon with a Mexican flair, remembering the 
special place that Mexico had in our father's life and heart. 

We express special appreciation to Kitty Thomas for her wonderful 
support and sensitive assistance in planning this service; to our mother, Jan 
Cotten, who is present today and whose special place in our father's life 
was evident to the day he died; and to the memory of Audrey Thomas, 
whose love for our father knew no bounds. 

You were welcomed today by grandchildren Lorna Schenley 
Thomas, Leigh Campbell Thomas, Emily Jean Thomas and Peter Gordon 
Thomas. And we appreciate the able ushering assistance offered by family 
members Neil Madsen, John Simpson, and Tim Bunsold. 


