
Virginia Kettenburg; aided p~or 
Virginia Nelson Kettenburg, 

whose avocation was helping the 
homeless, lonely and poor on both 
sides of the border, died Wednes
day of pancreatic cancer at her 
Point Lorna home. She was 61. 

She was born in New York and 
moved to San Diego as a teen-ager. 
Mrs. Kettenburg graduated from 
Point Lorna High School in 1949 
and attended San Diego State Col
lege, now San Diego State Univer
sity. While a student there, she was 
a member of Alpha Phi sorority and 
was the Aztec majorette. 

In 1952, she married George 
Kettenburg III and the couple trav
eled extensively, visiting more than 
three dozen countries. One of her 
favorite trips was to the Holy Land, 
a journey she made many times 
leading tours. 

Mrs. Kettenburg was president 
of the Junior League of San Diego in 
1971, where she earned the reputa
tion of collecting the most items for 
the group's annual rummage sale. 

"For weeks before the event, my 
mother would get all the kids in the 
neighborhood excited about collect
ing clothes, small appliances and 
anything else we could scavenge," 
said her daughter, Karen Wheeler 
of Point Lorna. "She made it seem 
exciting to sort and tag the thou
sands of items we collected." 

Along with rummage, Mrs. Ket
tenburg collected more than a few 
hearts. 

She once read a newspaper story 
about an elderly man in a wheel
chair who roamed the downtown 
streets - not the sidewalks. He 
told a reporter he was traveling 
down the roadway to draw atten
tion. He was lonely and had no one 
to talk to. 

Mrs. Kettenburg got into her 
car, drove downtown and found the 
man. She talked with him, invited 
him for dinner and made him a part 
of the family - especially around 
holidays. He died seven years later, 
leaving Mrs. Kettenburg all his 
worldly goods - 200 bars of Ivory 
soap. 

In the 1970s and 1980s, Mrs. 
Kettenburg worked as a broker at 
Butler Realty in Point Lorna. One of 
her first sales was to an elderly 
couple. The wife died a few years 
later, leaving the husband alone. 

He had told Mrs. Kettenburg 
that there was an adopted son, but 
they had lost touch years before. 
Mrs. Kettenburg put on her detec
tive hat, tracked down the son in 
San Jose and reunited the two. The 
relationship lasted until the father's 
death five years later. 

Another regular activity for Mrs. 
Kettenburg was to roam the streets 

downtown giving out food coupons 
and blankets to the homeless. When 
she wasn't there, she was in Tijua
na donating her time and hundreds 
of pounds of clothing she collected 
to those in need. especially to chil
dren living in orphanages. 

Mrs. Kettenburg was an active 
member of MADCAPS (Mothers 
and Daughters Club Assisting Phi
lanthropies) and was involved with 
the San Diego Zoological Society 
and the Star of India Auxiliary. She 
also served as secretary of the San 
Diego Marian Center for Peace and 
belonged to St. Agnes Catholic 
Church for decades. 

She and her husband were long
time members of the San Diego 
Yacht Club. 

In addition to her husband and 
daughter, Karen, survivors include I 
two more daughters, Lynn Ruth 
and Judy Wallrich, both of Point 
Lorna; her mother, Virginia Nelson 
of Point Lorna; two sisters, Judy 
College of Oceanside and Sara Petit 
of Mount Helix; and six grandchil
dren. 

A memorial service will be held 
at 10 a.m. today at St. Agnes Cath
olic Church. 

The family suggested contribu
tions to the San Diego Marian Cen
ter for Peace, 2037 Talon Way, San 
Diego, Calif., 92123. 


