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Notes |
from

India

by Ruth Walker
e  AFS studentabroad

Ahmedabad, India
Aug 1 1971
Dear Friends, . S e g

The four new postage stamps on conservaﬁon made Janakl my
sister, very happy as she is a real stamp collecter with valuable
first day stamps and hundreds of international stamps.

My parents here get up between 6:30 and 7:00 and retire by
11:00 p.m. After dinner (8 or 8:30) we sit in the hobby room and
talk for an hour. Papa played his flute—so sweet. It is a brass one
and very short in size.

I did some shopping in those out-of-the-way shops and
discovered lovely handmade embroidery and mirror work for
prices under one dollar. Then we visited a hand-loom store where
I finally found a sari for myself. It is of course, hand woven in
cotton. Even through Papa is a mill owner the products are not
available to us.

Sunday we.s a day I’ll never forget. The 8 AF'S’ers were taken to
a farm 30 miles south of Ahmedabad where we visited the sugar

_cane fields and ate it the native way. The farmer’s son cut the
cane and showed us how to reach the juicy fibers inside. All of us
liked the taste and we ate it after lunch also. The most memorable
part of Sunday was going inside three different family homes in a
village. All the villagers followed us and stood and stared. The
rich man of the village showed us his house which is big and made
of bricks. The other area is primitive and a two room hut is home
for 8 people. The huts are made of dung and mud. We also visited
a oneroom hut where there was hardly room to breathe.

In the evening of the same day, the eight of us were special
guests at International Night. There were three Indian folk
dances performed by a group of men and women in ornate
costumes. In one dance the men kept rhythm by walking on stilts
and another lively dance was jumping between bamboo poles.
The drums were fantastic. I met Americans from Berkeley living
here, people with CARE and Peace Corps.

We went to a Hindi movie and then to a non-vegetarian
restaurant for dinner and I enjoyed the Indian style mutton.

Janakiand I went to Baroda, a city 72 miles south, driven by our
driver, as they call him. Saw many people transplanting in the
rice paddies. We stayed four days at Mummy’s sister’s house. She
has a jolly husband. I visited the University of Baroda campus. A
major part of the town consists of palace buildings. A very
memorable Hindu worship ceremony was filled with ringing
bells, singing prayers, flower offerings and incense. Also visited
the public vegetable market and then fixed fried eggplant in a
casserole. We went to Barod to participate in a Hindu wedding. It
was so exciting to be with the 200 guests and doing Indian folk
dancing with the bride-to-be and the groom and all the company
bedecked in gold dancing dresses. I took so many pictures! The
wedding ceremony was Friday morning and on the lawn of the
bride’s family. The entire area was covered and we stood around
the platform which was in the center and on which the bride and
groom performed many rituals to the gods. A walk around the fire
and feeding each other—many meanings are for the same values
stressed in Christian marriage. There was lunch for all the
guests. The flowers and the colorful dresses were beautiful. I am
so happy thatI was able to be part of a Hindu wedding.

Love,
Ruth Walker
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