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f: list of unions by their full name, so the reader is left to guess the union from its
1 initials; and who was the Stockport messenger?
Do i SIMON. CLARK
% The University of Edinburgh
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3 . On the Fconomics of Marriage: A Theory of Marriage, Labor, and Divorce. By
GROSSBARD-SCHEGHTMAN, (SHOSHANA). (Boulder, San Francisco, Oxford:
Westview Press, 1993. Pp. xv+ 349.°£34.50 hardback. ISBN o 8133 8527
X.) ' SRS & ~

The idea that marriage, or cohabitatioh, is the outcome of a decision and

therefore a proper subject for econdmic analysis is not new. Tristram Shandy’s

grandparents had a famous premarital fiegotiation about the appropriate
financial compensation for the deficiency of Shandy Sr. in the nose department,

i and many a Victorian novel centrés orra perceived conflict between love ahd o

. materialism. Many socicties have overt marriageé markets, with well-established 3

ifid elaborate institutional fratmeworks: Modern western societies are, if f

atiything, the cxception in thirtking of pure sentiment as an appropriate )

foundation for the formation of the productive enterprise that is the household.
“Giveti this, it comes a$ sorhething of 4 durprise to read on the flycover of this
book the remarks of Alan A. Stong;. M.Di: “the idea that the “invisible hand”
$ it présent in out bedrooms is both doustter-intuitive and morally unattractive’.
- f'would have thought that theéputsuit of self-interest is probably at its most
virulént in affairs of the heart, and s6; apparently does Grossbard-Schechtman,

4 sfudént and true disciple of Gary Becker. Fortunately, she has succeeded in

changing the opinion of Dr Stotte, by the force of the evidence put forward in

. this book. ot

- What is new in Ms Grossbard-Schechtman’s work is, of course, the use of the

i parapiternalia of empirical eéonomics to motivate and enable the interpretation

fdata on marriage markets: She feels the need to defend the approach at the

turf of her book, which makes rather 4 ditll start for those of us who are already
pivinced: R RIS ARTR ¥ SR

:-Having passed this initial hurdle the book launches into matters theoretical

witht ah edited version of Grogsbard-Schechiman’s well-known 1984 paper in

“this JoUrRNAL. It is supplemented by # reprint of a previously unpublished

 paper; which derives a number of furttier hypotheses from what is essentially

thié same theoretical framework. The theory focuses on a dual-market model,
ificobporating markets for both: laboutiand marital partners. The labour

7 filatitet is a vehicle for orgdnising production for the market, while the marriage

r@é’rﬁ:’{&‘iﬁa vehticle for organising®’ hottdehold production. At the heart of the

Sdifgithent there is thus an elabbratiof of Becker’s theory of the allocation of

Hfité;’ the central issue being the-allocation of time between household and

A& hypotheses formulated iti-thesétwt thapters form the basis of much of

e dkipirical work reported in the temaiiider of the book. If a society contains
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more marriagable males than females, the marriage market will be tight for
males and stack for females, Females may theréfore expect to get a better deal
in such a society, than they would in one with miore fernales than males. One
aspect of a better deal may be freedom from the necessity to participate in the

labour market. This kind of hypothesis is examined using both cross-section
(inter-city) and time series data. Significant statistical relationships are found.

Individuals with highly-valued personal characteristics may expect to do
better in & marriage market than thosé without, thus earning a differential. If,
for instance, a long nose is regarded as desirablé it a male partner, a wife might
expect to benefit materially in 2 marriage settlement. According to the theory
of this book, this will in turn reduce her propensity to supply labour. Thus we
might expect to observe a negative relationship between the length of
husbands’ noses and wives’ fabour supply. This kind of prediction s
investigated in Chapters 7 and 8. The proxies used for nose length are
measures of schooling, income; relative: age; and éthnicity. Once again, the
data employed yield significant statistical rélationships.

The remainder of the book deals with  variations in the structure and
formality of marital institutions, the relationship between divorce and lahour
supply, and some rather anodyne pages on the subject of virtue.

While Grossbhard-Schechtman (together with some co-authaors) has done an
enviable amount of imaginative work on the économics of marriage, her hook
is not one that [ would feel happy o yécommend to an undergraduate or a
layman as a good read. There are many missed opportunities here: not the least
of them being the opportunity to: ewrite material which has nearly all
appeared i print before into a coherent whole. I found it very annoying that
almost every chapter started with ab exposition of theory that had already heen
expounded adequately in earlier pages. The empirical results could also have
done with 4 careful reworking. The articles on which the various chapters are
based were- written over almost two decades during which econometric
knowledge and computing power hdve advahced a long way. So to present
qualitative dependent variables modelled with OLS, for example, now lnoks
just sloppy: IR

Despite these reservations this is a valiable collection, that should be read by
researchers in any discipline who are interested in the family, fertility, and
related matters. The conversion of Dr Stone is witriess to its power.

- : S JOHN G. TREBLE

University of Wales, Bangor Coe

The Welfare Economics of Markets, Voting and Predation. By Usuer (Dan).

(Manchester: Manchester University Press; 1992. Pp. xxi+487. £50.00
" hardback. ISBN 0 7190 3433 7.}« .* * 7
The theoretical conclusions of the frigst abstract forms of welfare economics are
based upon exchange between ‘pffé! econbmic agents who maximise ntility in
2 world of competitive markets. Inso far aé these individuals have a dual nature
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On the Economics of Marriage: A Theory of
Marriage, Labor and Divorce, by Shoshana
Grossbard-Shechtman. Boulder: Westview
Press, 1993. 349 pp. $48.00 cloth. ISBN:
0-8133-8527-X. )

RicHARD R.. PETERSON
New York University

On the Economics of Marriage is an interest-
ing and "readable book that develops a
“general theory of marriage” based on
rational choice principles. Whether or not one
agrees with her arguments and assumptions,
Grossbard<Shechtman does an excellent job
of deriving (and sometimes testing) the
theoretical implications of her approach for
the study of martiage, divorce, and labor
supply.

The book begins with a discussion of the
neoclassical economic analysis of marriage,
focusing on Becker’s theory of marriage
markets. Grossbard-Shechtman extends his
approach by developing a theory of the
interdependence of marriage markets and
labor markets. In her theory, decisions to
marry or divorce and decisions about
labor supply "and consumption are made
simultaneously. Furthermore, while Becker
-assumes. that families jointly allocate their
resources to maximize household utility,
Grossbard-Shechtman assumes that individ-
val household members are separate maxi-
mizers.

Specifically, she argues that each house-
hold member makes decisions about time
allocation in the context of four interrelated
markets —markets for male and female labor
{labor markets), and markets for male and
female spousal labor (marriage markets).
Househeld chores, counseling, childbearing,
and child care are all examples of spousal
labor. The compensation a spouse receives
for spousal labor is determined by an

unmeasured quasi-wage, which indicates the -

value of time in the home. Traditional
theories of labor supply argue that character-
istics of the household, such as number and
ages of children, determine the value of time.
Grossbard-Shechtman argues that the value of
time is also partiaily determined in the
marriage market by individual characteristics,
such as education and age, and by market
characteristics, such as the number of men
and women.

From her basic theoretical approach, Gross-
bard-Shechtman generates numerous and di-
verse hypotheses. She examines variation in
patterns of marriage, cohabitation, divorce,
labor supply, polygamy, intermarriage, and
religiosity. Space limitations permit only brief
descriptions of a few examples,

She argues that marriage squeezes caused
by changing sex ratios have a variety of
consequences. For example, when there is a
marriage squeeze for women (as there was in
the 1970s), couples are likely to mary at later
ages, and rates of cohabitation, divorce, and
married women’s employment are likely to
increase.

She finds support for the hypothesis that
the negative income tax (NIT) experiments
preduced unanticipated changes in income
thaf increased the participants’ labor supply
and likelihood of divorce. However, she also
argues that unanticipated income changes
have a much smaller effect if they are
experienced by the entire population than by
an experimental .subsample. Had the NIT
moved beyond the experimental stage and
become policy, these effects would have been
minimized.

Drawing on a theory of compensating
differentials, Grossbard-Shechtman claims that
husbands who have undesirable characteris-
tics in the marriage market transfer more
income to their wives. For example, if a
husband is considerably older than his wife,
he shares more of his income with her and she
is less likely to work, even after controlling
for the higher incomes of oclder husbands.
This approach moves beyond simpler theories
of mismatches in matriage markets, which
argue that undesirable characteristics increase
the probability of divorce, but do not consider
alternative outcomes.

While Grossbard-Shechtman’s theory is
more complex and realistic than previous
gconomic thecries of marriage, it shares some
of their basic weaknesses. It is based on
assumptions about essential biological differ-
ences between men and women, The theory
assumes that wives’ productivity derives
primarily from their capacity to bear and rear
children, while husbands’ productivity de-
rives primarily from their capacity for paid
work in the labor market. The theory also
assummes that women prefer to engage in

Contemporary Sociology Vol 23, Number 3, 1994
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household production rather than market
labor, and that the value of a wife's spousal -
labor exceeds that of her husband’s, While
she acknowledges that some women are more
oriented toward a career outside the _home,
her theory and hypotheses are based on the
assumption of a traditional division of houge-
hold labor. Yet the theoretical and empirical
analyses would be more powerful ifEthpy -
atiempted to account for nontraditional behav—
ior as well, } "

Many chapters in the book have previouslp=
been published as articles, dating from 1976,
That they blend in a readable book ig
testament to the avthor’s consistent develop-
ment of a unified theory. However, the
chapters are sometimes repetitive or out of
date, and cross-references between chapters
are occasionally incorrect. A book of this
scope also would benefit from a comprehen-
sive concluding chapter.

These are minor complaints, however, The
book is worthwhile reading for anyone
seeking a better understanding of rational
choice theories. The arguments are interesting
and sometimes controversial (e.g., she claims
there is an association between the rse of
feminism and the difficulty of finding a
husband during the marriage squeeze of the
1970s). Both supporters and critics of rational
choice approaches will find the book stimulat-

ing,

Y
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On the economics of marriage: A theory of mar-
riage, labor, and divorce. By SHOSHANA
GRrOSsBARD-SHECHTMAN. Boulder and Ox-
ford: Westview Press, 1993. Pp. xviii, 349..
$48.00. ISBN 0-8133-8527-X. JEL 93-1402

In this book, Grossbard-Shechtman attempts
to integrate labor markets and marriage mar-
kets, by modeling the marriage market as a
market for spousal labor. The “quasi-wage” for
spousal labor determined in the marriage mar-
ket affects the allocation of time between the
labor market, nonmarket work, and leisure.
Conversely, labor market developments affect
marriage markets. The book includes published
and unpublished papers written by the author
and her coauthors. In this review, 1 focus on
the papers most closely related to this central
theme.

Grossbard-Shechtman first adds to a neoclas-
sical labor supply model the allocation of time
to houschold or spousal labor, the price of
which is determined in the marriage market.
This leads to predictions for labor supply that
do pot arise in the neoclassical model. For ex-
ample, the ratio of marriageable men to mar-

_riageable women, and the costs of divorce and

remarriage, affect the allocation of time to the
labor-market. Viewing the marriage market as
a market for spousal labor, she also considers
how factors that affect the demand for and sup-
ply of spousal labor, such as the cost of substi-
tutes for spousal labor, affect marriage behavior.

The author then turns to empirical evidenee.
The most direct implication of her model for
labor supply is that the sex ratio (men/women)
should be inversely related to labor force partic-
ipation of married women. She tests this hy-
pothesis for the U.S. using time-series data and
data across cities. She also tests the model’s
prediction that women with traits valued in the
marriage market will receive compensating dif-
ferentials from their husbands in the form of
higher income, implying that they will be less
likely to participate in the labor force. She con-
cludes that the model receives considerable
support from all three analyses.

Students of labor supply and the economics
of marriage will find this book useful and stimu-
lating. Grossbard-Shechtman presents a num-
ber of original insights and hypotheses that
should stimulate their own thinking about

these topics. However, with respect to its
central theme, the book has three weaknesses.

First, in testing the model’s implications for
marriage behavior, many of the author’s predic-
tions do not rule out other models. For exam-
ple, she hypothesizes that "The more an indi-
vidual is close te what is considered an optimal
age for marriage in a given society, the more
this person is likely to be married” (p. 67), and
that “The more important children—in particu-
lar, legitimate children—are in a society, the
higher the incidence of marriage and the lower
the incidence of divorce” (p. 61). Unfortu-
nately, these hypotheses do not appear to be
unique to her model. On the other hand, none
of the economic variables {wages, income, ete.)
have unambiguous predicted effects for mar-
riage behavior (p. 78). For both reasons, it is
not clear that the model provides much new
insight into marriage markets. Thus, the value
of the book to economists is likely to hinge pri-
marily on what integrating marriage markets and
labor markets teaches us about labor supply.

The second weskness is that, with respect
to the model’s implications for labor supply,
the author does not explore how the predictions
of her model differ from prominent non-neo-
classical models that seem closely related to
her model. In bargaining models (Manser and
Brown 1980), as in her model, women’s pros-
pects outside of the current marriage affect
the allocation of time. Also, according to the
author, variations in sex ratios are driven in
large part by cohort size (interacting with a pref-
erence of women for marrying slightly older
men). This raises the question of how the pre-
dictions of her model differ from those of Eas-
terlin (1987) regarding”women’s employment.

Finally, much of the empirical work is uncon-
vincing. For the most part, this is because the
author does not use data that correspond to
the constructs of her models. In assessing the
effects of sex ratios on the market for spousal
labor in the U.S., she looks at effects on labor
force participation rather than effects on out-
comes in the spousal labor market. Of course,
the quasi-wage for spousal labor is uncbserved.
But data on outcomes in the spousal labor mar-
ket, such as ime-use and the allocation of goods
within households (Lazear and Michael 1988;
Stafford and Dungan 1978) would be more con-
vincing, The inadequacy of the data also plagues
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the anthor’s tests of the predictions of her model
for marriage markets. As an example, one of
her more interesting hypotheses is that when
substitutes for spousal labor are more costly,
there is likely to be more marriage. But she
does not assemble data on costs of a variety of
spousal labor substitutes. Rather, she cites an
increase in monogamous relationships in re-
sponse to the AIDS epidemic as evidence con-
sistent with this hypothesis {p. 62), although
surely this increase could be explained by other
“models.” A similar problem arises in her em-
pirical study of compensating differentials in
marriage markets. One of the key results that
she interprets as evidence of compensating dif-
ferentials is that low occupational status of the
woman's father is associated with a higher prob-
ability of the woman participating in the labor
force. But rather than reflecting a compensating
differential for an undesirable trait in the mar-
riage market, low occupational status of the fa-
ther may simply reflect low wealth.

Other factors also detract from the empirical
work. The author’s reading of the time-series
evidence as supporting her model is difficult
to accept. The most direct reading of her graphs
is that in the period after 1965, sex ratios were
relatively flat, while the proportion never mar-
ried, median age at marriage, and women's em-
ployment rates soared (pp. 94-95), so that the
first-order effects are inconsistent with the the-
ory. Also, a negative relationship between the
sex ratio and married women’s labor force par-
ticipation may arise from discrimination against
women, leading them to be hired more when
men are in short supply. The author dismisses
this notion, arguing that sex discrimination is
stronger against single women. This ignores ev-
idence of explicit discrimination against married
women (Goldin 1$90).

I hasten to emphasize, however, that these
criticisms can be addressed with further theo-
retical and empirical research. They are in-
tended to highlight directions in which to ex-
tend the research agenda, rather than flaws in
the agenda. Overall, Grossbard-Shechtman’s
book points the way towards a variety of inter-
esting questions regarding labor supply, mar-
riage, and gender differences in the home and
the market.

Davip NEUMARK

University of Pennsylvania and

NBER
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The origins‘and evolution of the field of indus-
trial relations in the United States. By BRUCE
E. Kavurman. Comnell Studies in Industrial
and Labor Relations, no. 25, Ithaca: ILR
Press, 1993. Pp. xv, 286. $40.00, cloth;
$19.95, paper. ISBN 0-87346-192-1, pbk.

JEL 93-0619

This hook has three main goals: present an
intellectual history of industrial relations in the
U.§.; analyze the origins and causes of the con-
troversy concerning the intellectual boundaries
of the field of industrial relations (IR); examine
the recent decline in the academic status of
IR and suggest how to improve its future pro-
spects. Kaufman does an admirable job in real-
izing these goals. The first is probably of the
greatest interest, and the bulk of the book is
devoted to it.

This bock presents a well-written, thought-
ful, and concise review of industrial relations
research, as it is broadly defined, during the
twentieth century. Kaufman documents how
the “labor problem,” which included the strug-
gle over control of production and distribution
of income, provided the early intellectual justi-
fication for the Reld of induostrial relations,
which was broadly defined to include scholars
from the social sciences, law, and history. Early
IR scholars accepted the capitalist system, but
they sought to mitigate the unequal outcomes
that were viewed as an inevitable part of indus-
trialism. In particular, the presence and persis-
tence of unemployment, which is a central fea-
ture of institutional labor markets, generated
unequal bargaining power for labor relative to
employers. Both government regulation and
trade unions were seen as having a role in re-
solving the labor problem.
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On the Economics of Marriage.
By Shoshana Grossbard-Shechtman. Boulder: Westview Press. 1993. Pp. xviif, 349, $48.00.

The institution of marriage captures the attention of economists with increasing frequency these days, many
finding common ground in the theory developed in Gary Becker's (1991) A Treatise on The Family. Although
Grossbard-Shechtman was a student of Becker’s and his influence is evident, her treatise stands apart n its
own ment as a significant contribustion to-the economics of ma:rigggiﬂgmr_l_;mr._This book should attract the

_intelligent general reader as well as economists.

Unlike other recent work addressing the economics of marriage. Grossbard-Shechtman’s central thesis
rests on the interaction between traditional labor markets and the market for spousal labor. Spousal labor is
defined as any activity benefitting the spouse, ranging from traditional household chores to investing in a
spouse’s human capital to increase household and career praductivity. Applying microeconomic-theory {and
without bombarding the reader with mathematics). the author argues that labor market conditions affect the
value of time in the household and consequently the supply and demand of spousal labor.

The book is organized in six parts. Parts I and Il provide an overview of the economic theory of mar-
riage and other explanations of marriage. The general reader will benefit from this overview while readers
familiar with the economics of marriage can skim these chapters and tumn to part III where the author ana-
Iyzes the impact of the sex ratio on marriage. The sex ratio is defined as the number of marriageable men
divided by the number of marriageable women [p. 106). Trends in the sex ratio over the century are traced
and cross-city comparisons of sex ratios are analyzed. “Marriage squeeze™ occurs when members of one sex
face a small pool of eligibles for marriage. A high sex ratio indicates a squeeze for men which, according to
the author, leads to predictably fewer women in the labor force.

The author traces the women's liberation movement in the 1960s to a corresponding marriage squeeze
for women. Concurrent upward trends in divorce and cohabitation appeared in the late 1960s and per-
sisted into the late 1980s. The author also discusses racial variations in the incidence of marriage squeeze.
Differences are explained by variations in sex ratios according to race and a generally weaker bargaining
position for compensation in the spousal labor market since more black (than white) women work outside
the household [p. 100].

Part IV mrns to an innovative analvsis of compensating differentials in marriage and intermarriage.
The author explains. for example. that a Jewish man who prefers a Jewish wife (homogamy) will intermarry
when he cannot afford the level of compensation necessary to atract a Jewish wife. As anti-semitism has
declined, however, Jewish men who prefer intermarriage (heterogamy} now face a lower level of compensa-
tion to secure a non-Jewish spouse. Further. the higher incidence of homogamy among Jews is indicative of
a diminution in discrimination.

Alternatives to “traditional™ marriage. including cohabitation. divorce. and polygamy are investigated
in Part V of the book. In chapter 9 the author addresses ¢ohabitation and marriage formality and derives a
marriage opportunity curve and an indifference curve o indicate the level of risk and benefits associated with
a particular union [p. 166]. It is likely. according to Grossbard-Shechtman. that as a man's status increases.
there are two potential impacts on marriage. First. as income rises there is an increasing risk of disselution
of a marriage along any given marriage opportunity curve so that higher status men may be less likely to
marry. On the contrary. such men may demand higher quantities of spousal labier thereby increasing the
likelihood of a formal marriage.

The instiration of polygamy is explained by the author as a function of the income and education levels
of a hushand. The higher a man’s (market) income. the greater his demand for spousal labor and hence the
more likely polvgamy will occur. barring any prohibitions. Women are more likely to demand monogamy as
their level of aducation tises since higher levels of productivity and consequently higher market wages are
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anticipated for such women. The author claims that where sex ratios are less than one, the prohibition of
polygamy is particularly harmful since the demand for spousal labor is already low. Therefore, the lower the
sex ratio the more likely polygamy wilf occur, allowing a previously unmarried female 1o contribute to total _
household production in a marriage [p. 220]. : -

In the final part of the book. the author addresses investment in spousal praductivity, the contribution
of virtue to human capital, a case sdy among Israeli managers. and the function of religiosity as an invest-
ment in hwnan capital. It is claimed herein that married individuals tend toward higher levels of productivity
than their single counterparts due to spousal assistance with househald tasks. investments in spousal human
capital. and the representation of lovalty and commitment that transfers from the marriage to the firm. The
author claims that married workers earn higher wages than single workers since the marital bond exudes the
quality of virtue. which indicates 2 lower likelihood of shirking or quitting a job. As a result, firms tend
to invest more in married individuals which increases the output of such employees. The author argues for
promotion of general standards of vire on the national level through regulation and education to increase
the average level of productivity in society and increase economic growth.

While I doubt Grossbard-Shecheman's analysis will convince policymakers to legalize polygamy or
promote virwe as the key to economic growth, the author does offer 2 well-organized. innovative appreach
t the interaction of market and spousal labor. The surfeit of hypotheses presented is the primary nesative
of the book. However. this original explanation of the economics of marriage overshadows any drawbacks
and pm\jide,s-plenr_v for the reader to ponder.

Audrey B. Davidson
Universiry of Louisville
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GROSSBARD-SHECHTMAN, SHO-
SHANA. On the Economics of Mar-
riage: A Theory of Marriage, Labor,
and Divorce. Pp. xv, 349. Boulder, CO:
Westview Press, 1993. $45.00.

This book enllects the fimits of almost
twenty years of developing and testing
the theoretical implications of an nng:nal
concept: spousal Jabor. The concept is de-
fined as “any task people perform for the
benefit of a spouse or partner and beyond

their own needs.” Five of the 15 chapters
have never been published in English.
Most of the chapters that are based on
previously published work have been ex-
panded, rewritten, or translated from
Hebrew.

The book is rich in hypotheses—70,
numbered for convenience—and imagi-
native empirical tests. An economist,
Grossbard-Shechiman enthusiastically
invites scholars from sociology and an-
thropology to flesh out her general theory
of marriage. Since “the exact composition
of spousal labor varies . . . from culture to
culture,” the hypotheses cry out for tests
by anthropologists.

Markets for spousal labor (marriage
markets) are obtained when the demand
for spousal labor, aggregated over indi-
viduals, s juxtaposed with the aggregate

‘supply of spousal labor. In the marmage

market for women (men), the demand is
by men (women) and the supply by
women (men). The equilibrium spousal
wage rate for men is typically higher than
that for women, because the supply of
fernale spousal labor is typically larger
for women. This means that in marriage,
the husband typically compensates the
wife for her services.

Grossbard-Shechtman describes the
compensation as mainly nonmonetary. It
has two components: a material compo-
nent consisting of goods and services con-
sumed by the wife, including food and
shelter, and a nonmaterial cormponent.
Examples &f the latter are a husband'’s
help with child care and the relative
power of the wife in the marriage. The
more value attached to children, the more
power women are likely to have in the
household.

Given her acknowledged intellectual
debt to Gary Becker’s Treatise on the
Family (1981), I find it surprising that
Grossbard-Shechtman does not discuss
t~e relationship between her concept of
compensation and his concept of altru-

ism. Altruists compensate their benefici-
aries. How does one distinguish between
altruistic transfers and spousal wages?
Nevertheless, the book is replete with
evidence that men compensate women in
marriage. For example, logit regressions

in chapter 14, “A Study of Spousal Help-| —

among Israeli Managers” (written with
Dafna:lzraeli and Shoshana Neuman)
show that compensation is negatively re-
lated to age; that is, husbands_ tend to
help their employed-wives when it is most
productwe todoso. An tmpredlcted result

is that wives of Eastern origin receive

more help than wives of Western origin.
This book is must reading for scholars |

interested in contributing to our under- |

standing of marriage.
CHARLOTTE D. PHELPS
Temple University
Philadelphia
Pennsylvania
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Book Reviews |
On the. Economics of Marriage: A
Theory of Marriage, Labor, and Di-

vorce. Shoshana Gross-

bard-Shechtman. Boulder, Colorado:
Westview Press, 1993. §50.50 cloth,
This book-is an impressive intellec-
tual endeavor that generates a large
" set of testable hypotheses concerning
marriage, divorce, and labor supply
patterns.  The author employs a
model in which marrfages are implicit
contracts governing exchanges of
“spousal labor," with unpaid work
performed for the benefit of -one's
spouse. The markets for male and
female spousal labor are [inked to

markets for male and female pald ;

labor, so the equilibrium conditions in
all four markefs are interdependent
and léad to  market-clearing
quasi-wages in the spousal labor
markets.

A market model of marriage wiil be
neither foreign nor unacceptable for
the. majority of persons reading this
review. However, varfous assump-
tions underiying this particular modet
need to be examined as to their gen-
erality for explaining cross-cuitural

. variations, for afthough the author
" purposely presents her model as a

series of comparative statics exer
cises; perhaps the most interesting .
jon to answer about matriage: ;-

. ity-maximizers.

s predicated on the belief that
indlvidual men and women' enter into
marriages as rational individual util-
Yet it appears from
reports on many societies where
dowries and bride payments exist that
the persons reaping rewards from ar-
ranged marriages are members of the
families rather than the bride and
groom themselves. Additionally, while
the sex ratio is taken as a determining
factor of marriage and labor force par-
ticipation patterns, the sex ratic cannot
be treated as exogenous, given the
possibilities of selective abartion, infan-
ticide, and disparate treatment of young
women and men; causalify may instead
run in the opposite direction (c.f., Ferber
and Berg's paper in Review of Soc:a!
Economics, 1991).

Feminist econommists m[ght also
want o incorporate other factors which
Grossbard-Shechiman treats as exoge-
neus variables in a mere general model
of human attachments. In particular |
note the assumption that "women value
the commitment inherent in a formal
marriage more than men do” (p. 68).
Domestic viclence {s mentioned only in
passing rather than incorporated into
the madel as either a cause or effect of
marriage market outcomes. The public
or club good nature of much househoid
praduction (e.g., childraising) is not
formally incorporated. Also missing is
a discussion of homosexuality,
bisexuality, and the  possible .
endogeneity of sexual preferences and
the  acceptabilty of same-sex
formalized unfons. f

However, this book is a salid starting
paint for thinking about haw to create a
mare general model and serves as a
very usefui referencea for theoratical and

: emplrieel work on mamage markets

Joyce Jacobsen, Dept. of Economles,
- Wesleyan University




