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Research Scientist Position at San Diego State University
Dear Colleague,

Our research group at San Diego State University is looking for a highly qualified and ambitious doctoral-level Research Scientist to play major roles in several NIH-funded studies examining the relation of environmental attributes to physical activity, diet, obesity, and other outcomes.  The populations studied range in age from children to older adults.  The IPEN study is coordinating data collection and analyses from more than 10 countries.  The successful candidate will have strong organizational, quantitative/statistical, and writing skills.  We are looking for an already productive young investigator who wants to become a leading scientist.  The description is pasted below and attached.

There is also a possibility for a 2-year Post-Doc position for a recent PhD graduate.  This is the Oscar Kaplan Fellowship through the Department of Psychology.  It is a competitive application process, and applicants with training in a behavioral sciences discipline will be more competitive.  Please contact me if you are interested.  Here is the link for more information.

http://www.psychology.sdsu.edu/Kaplan/kap-main.htm
Please forward this announcement to qualified candidates and encourage them to apply.  

Research Scientist/Post Doctoral Fellow

Teen Environment and Neighborhood Study (TEAN), 
Neighborhood Quality of Life Study for Seniors (S-NQLS), 
International Study of Built Environment, Physical Activity, and Obesity (IPEN)

January 2009
100% position with full benefits

Salary: $45,000--$55,000 annual salary 

The Active Living and Nutrition Research Group at San Diego State University seeks an experienced doctoral level researcher to become a core member of several research teams.  This group, directed by Dr James Sallis, has a strong track record of leadership in research to understand how environments can shape physical activity, and current studies are examining nutrition, weight status, and other health outcomes. Our research group collaborates with investigators around the United States and around the world through the International Physical Activity and Environment Network (IPEN). We are looking for an emerging research leader with strong organizational and quantitative skills who can contribute to multiple projects, analyze rich and complex databases, and develop a program of independent research.  Access www.drjamessallis.sdsu.edu for more information.

Teen Environment and Neighborhood Study, Neighborhood Quality of Life Study for Seniors (50%)

Our research team is conducting several National Institutes of Health (NIH) funded studies to understand how community environment factors are related to physical activity, nutrition, weight status, and other health outcomes in populations ranging in age from children to older adults. The Research Scientist will become a core member of the interdisciplinary research team located at multiple universities. Major responsibilities will include the compilation and interpretation of both qualitative information and statistical data collected by a variety of means including surveys, accelerometers, Geographic Information Systems, and GeoPositioning Satellites. The Research Scientist will be involved in the preparation of study protocols, measurement development, data management and analysis, and the preparation of manuscripts and reports on the major studies listed above. The Research Scientist will also manage the preparation of grant proposals, including collecting and analyzing pilot data. Supervisory responsibilities include the direction of a small staff engaged in the compilation and analysis of data and conducting pilot studies.

International Study of Built Environment, Physical Activity, and Obesity (IPEN; 50%)

This study is using comparable methods, based on completed studies in the US and Australia, in at least 10 diverse countries to obtain accurate estimates of how strongly built environment attributes are related to physical activity and weight. The IPEN study will support coordinated data collection in countries with diverse environments and populations, creation of common variables, management of the international database, and analyses of pooled data.  The Research Scientist will become a core member of the research team that will provide this coordinating center support. Major responsibilities will include overseeing the implementation of quality control procedures and development of the online data management system. The Research Scientist will support the case managers and data management staff and be responsible for the study site certifications which will involve international travel. The Research Scientist will also take the lead on conceptualizing and writing several papers and participate in data analyses under direction of the lead statistician.  (www.ipenproject.org)
Responsibilities: 

· Plan, organize, direct, and modify as needed grant-funded work activities:  This position works with investigators and staff at multiple sites to develop specific plans to meet project goals and deadlines.

· Develop data management methods and manage complex data sets.

· Develop statistical models and conduct statistical analyses, including multilevel models.

· Oversee training and support of international researchers using IPEN study methods.

· Conduct site visit certifications in IPEN locations.

· Conceptualize, prepare and submit technical reports and professional journal manuscripts. 

· Assist in development of Access databases.

· Present research findings at scientific conferences and meetings.

· Manage the preparation of grant proposals, including collecting and analyzing pilot data and preparing budgets.
· Supervise a small staff in data collection, data entry, data analysis and paper writing.

· Develop measurement protocols and pre-testing of measures.

· Oversee implementation of quality control procedures.  

· Assist in developing online data management system.

· Assist in organizing IPEN meetings. 

· Provide guidance to international collaborators.

· Develop own grant proposals as principal investigator.

· Represent the programs to the public, media and professional organizations.

Qualifications: 

· Doctorate degree in a field related to health, behavioral science, built environment or policy studies.

· Three+ years of progressively responsible technical research.

· Three+ years of research experience in a physical activity-related field.

· Experience working with electronic physical activity monitors or GPS units, including processing and analyzing data.

· Experience in a supervisory role.

· Record of scientific presentations and publications.

· Experience managing computer databases.

· Three+ years of experience conducting statistical analyses.

· Evidence of excellent verbal and written communication.

· Ability to interact effectively with a wide range of professionals and the lay public.

· Experience with measurement development. 

· Experience with grant proposal writing.

· Experience instructing students in research methods.

· Experience collaborating with international researchers or working in another country.

Application Procedures: Please submit an SDSU Foundation Employment Application specifying the Job Announcement number by going to www.foundation.sdsu.edu and clicking on Job Opportunities. 

If you cannot submit an application via the internet, applications may be picked up from and returned to SDSU Foundation, Human Resources, 5250 Campanile Dr., Gateway Building, 4th Floor, San Diego, CA 92182-1945 or faxed to (619) 594-3763.
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