Notes on Jim Sallis’s input to the White House Briefing on November 20, 2009.  
The title of the briefing was “Clean Energy Economy Forum—The Public Health Benefits of Clean Energy Reform.”  The hosts and opening speakers were EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson and DHHS Secretary Kathleen Sibelius.  About 200 people attended, but the President was not one of them (in case you were wondering).  There were three breakout sessions.  The one I attended was titled, “Healthy and Resilient Communities” and was facilitated by Dr. Thomas Frieden of CDC and Peter Silva of EPA.  

I thought about what key points I would like to make if I had the chance to provide input, then put together the table as a tool for thinking about how to pursue clean energy and reduce greenhouse gases (GHG) while maximizing the effects on health.  There are many strategies for reducing GHG, and there are diverse health outcomes that could be affected, positively or negatively.  Each policy approach is likely to have a different profile of health effects.  The table gives my educated guesses about the health outcomes of a range of policies.
My concern is that climate change legislation will pursue too narrow a range of policies; those discussed in the media most often—renewable power generation and more fuel efficient cars.  These will be effective in reducing GHG and air pollution, but they will affect a narrow range of health outcomes, mainly pollution-related lung diseases, but also such issues as mercury poisoning.  An overemphasis on electric and other fuel-efficient cars will create a lost opportunity to impact some of the core public health problems of physical inactivity, obesity, and chronic diseases.  

The left-hand column of the table lists several policies that will create a much broader range of environmental and health benefits.  The health benefits span toxic exposures, chronic disease risk factors, traffic injuries, mental health, and social connectedness.  Pursuing numerous strategies should also produce larger reductions in GHG and air pollution.  Changes in land use, transportation infrastructure, and planting trees should create lasting changes. A climate change bill with diverse strategies should make a stronger political case and draw in more supporters.  The potential downside is a multi-pronged approach could activate more opponents.  
Everyone in the room wanted to make a contribution, so I thought I would not get to speak.  However, I was the last person called on.  I guess I made my points adequately, because I was the only commenter to get applause.  

It was a thrill to be part of a conversation stimulated by national leaders who see the connections across departments that link important societal issues.  Cross-department collaboration is a solid foundation for progress.  Searching for policies that solve multiple problems is a smart way to begin.  
Searching for Multiple Benefits of Clean Energy Policies
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Note: - = negative or unfavorable impact; 0=no expected impact; +=positive or favorable impact; 0/-/+=unclear or impact depends on implementation
