In-class Discussion Guidelines

I encourage you to relax and enjoy yourself in these conversations. The discussion topics are meant to be informal and fun -- a way of getting to know your classmates while exploring the issues and being exposed to a variety of different opinions.

Here are some concrete guidelines for our discussions.

1. Justify and support your opinions with examples, facts, or reasoning. Include the why.

2. Do appropriate preparation before class. For example, I strongly recommend that you read the relevant sections of the textbook (or other readings). Fill out your individual worksheet ahead of time.

3. There will be disagreement (and this good, otherwise we will be bored). Disagreement can be very constructive because it encourages us to reconsider our own positions and either recommit, expand, or discard them. Please be respectful of others' opinions, even when you are disagreeing with them.

4. Keep your comments fairly brief. Time is limited in class and everyone should have the chance to express their ideas.

5. Each discussion assignment will have specific requirements and other guidelines appropriate to the assignment. Be sure to read these and ask questions if you have them.

 

